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HOUGH all Crimes are in this Nature 
foul, yet some are apparently more heinous, 
and of a blacker Die than others. Murder 
has, in all Ages and in all Climates, been 
amongst the Number of those Offences held the 
most enormous and the most shocking to hufrian 
Nature of any other; yet even this admits some- 
times of Aggravation, and the Laws of England 
have made a Distinction between the Murder of a 
Stranger, and of him or her to whom we owe a civil 
or natural Obedience ; and hence it is that killing a 
Husband or a Master is distinguished under the 
Name of Petit Treason. Yet even this in the Story 
we are about to relate had several heightening Cir- 
stances, the poor Man having both a Son and a Wife 
imbruing their Hands in his Blood.' Catherine Hall, 

VOL. II. B 
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afterwards by her Marriage, Catherine Hayes, was 
born in the Year 1690, at a Village on the borders, of 
Warwickshire, within four Miles of Birmingham. 
Her Parents were so poor as to receive the Assist- 
ance of the Parish, and so careless of their Daughter 
that they never gave her the least Education. While 
a Girl, she discovered Marks of so violent and turbu- 
lent a Temper, that she totally threw off all Respect 
and Obedience to her Parents, giving a loose to her 
Passions, and gratifying herself in all her vicious In- 
clinations. 

About the Year 1705, some Officers coming into 
the Neighbourhood to recruit, Katev^zs, so much taken 
with the Fellows in Red, that she strolled away with 
them until they came to a Village called Great Om-, 
bersley in Warwickshire, where they very ungene- 
rously left her behind them. This Elopement of her 
Sparks drove her almost mad, so that she went like 
a distracted Creature about the Country until coming 
to Mr. Hayes s Door, his Wife in Compassion took 
her in out of Charity. The eldest Child of the 
Family was jfohn Hayes, the Deceased, who being 
then about twenty-one Years of Age, found so many 
Charms in this Catherine Hall, that he quickly after 
her coming into the House made Proposals to her of 
Marriage. There is no doubt of their being readily 
enough received, and as they both were sensible how 
disagreeable a thing it would be to his Parents, agreed 
to keep it Secret. They quickly adjusted the Mea- 
sures that were to be taken in order to their being 
married at Worcester ; for which Purpose Mr. John 
Hayes pretended to his Mother that he wanted some 
Tools in the Way of his Trade, viz., that of a Car- 
penter, for which it was necessary he should go to 
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Worcester ; and under this Colour he procured also 
as much Money as with what he already had was 
sufficient to defray the Expense of the intended 
Wedding. 

Catherine, without the Formality of bidding them 
adieu, having privately quitted the House, and meet- 
ing at the appointed Place, they accompanied each 
other to Worcester, where the Wedding was soon 
celebrated. The same Day Mrs. Catherine Hayes 
had the Fortune to meet with some of her quondam 
Acquaintance, who had before dropped her at Om- 
bersley, and were now quartered at Worcester. They 
understanding she was that Day married, and where 
the Nuptials were to be solemnised, consulted among 
themselves how to make a Penny of the Bridegroom. 
Accordingly, deferring the Execution of their Inten- 
tions until the Evening, just as Mr. Hayes was got 
into Bed to his Wife, they coming to the House 
where he lodged forcibly entered the Room, and 
dragged the Bridegroom, away, pretending to impress 
him for her Majesty's Service. This Proceeding 
broke the Measures Mr. yohn Hayes had concerted 
with his Bride to keep their Wedding Secret ; for 
finding no Redemption from their Hands, without 
the Expense of a larger Sum of Money than he was 
Master of, he was necessitated to let his Father know 
of his Misfortune. Mr. Hayes hearing of his Son's 
Adventures, as well of his Marriage as his being 
pressed at the same time, his Resentment for the 
one did not extinguish his Affection for him as a 
Father, but that he resolved to deliver him from his 
Troubles. Accordingly taking a Gentleman in the 
Neighbourhood along with him he went to Worcester. 
At their Arrival there they found Mr. John Hayes 
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in the Hands of the Officers, who insisted upon the 
detaining him for her Majesty's Service, but his 
Father, and the Gentleman he brought with him by 
his Authority, soon made them sensible of their 
Errors, and instead of making a Benefit of him, as 
they proposed, they were glad to discharge him, 
which they did immediately. Mr. Hayes having acted 
thus far in Favour of his Son, then expressed his 
Resentment for his having married without his Con- 
sent ; but it being too late to prevent it, there was 
no other Remedy but to bear with the same. For 
some Time afterwards Mr. Hayes and his Bride lived 
in the Neighbourhood, he following his Business as 
a Carpenter, and his Father and Mother soon grew 
more reconciled. But Mrs. Catherine Hciyes, who 
better approved of a travelling than a settled Life, 
persuaded her Husband to enter himself a Volunteer 
in a Regiment then at Worcester, which he did, and 
went abroad with them, where he continued for some 
Time. 

Mr. John Hayes being in Garrison in the Isle of 
Wight, Mrs. Hayes took an Opportunity of going 
over thither, and continued with him for some time, 
until Mr. Hayes, not content with such a lazy, in- 
dolent Life, wherein he could find no Advantage, 
unless it were the gratifying his Wife, solicited his 
Father to procure his Discharge, which at length he 
was prevailed upon to consent to. But he found 
much Difficulty in perfecting the same ; for the 
several Journeys he was necessitated to undertake, 
before it could be done, and the Expenses of pro- 
curing it, amounted to about Sixty Pounds. The 
Release having been thus procured, at great Expense 
and Trouble, Mr. John Hayes and his Wife returned 
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into Worcestershire ; and his Father, the better to in- 
duce him to settle himself in Business put him into 
an Estate of Ten Pound per Annum, hoping that 
this, with the Benefit of his Trade, would enable 
them to live handsomely and creditably, and change 
his roving Inclinations, he being sensible that his 
Son's Ramble had been occasioned through her Per- 
suasions. But Mr. yohn' Hayes representing to his 
Father that it was not possible for him and his Wife 
to live on that Estate only, persuaded his Father to 
let him have another also, a Leasehold of Sixteen 
Pounds per Annttm, upon which he lived during the 
Continuance of the Lease, his Father paying the 
Annual Rent thereof until it expired. The Charac- 
ters of Mr. yohn Hayes and his Wife were vastly 
different : he had the Repute of a sober, sedate, 
honest, quiet, peaceable Man, and a very good Hus- 
band ; the only Objection his Friends would admit of 
against him was, that he was of too parsimonious and 
frugal Temper, and that he was rather too indulgent 
of his Wife, who repaid his Kindness with ill Usage, 
and frequently very opprobrious Language. 

As to his Wife, she was on all Hands allowed to 
be a very turbulent, vexatious Person, always setting 
People together by the Ears, and never free from 
Quarrels and Controversies in the- Neighbourhood, 
giving ill Advice, and fomenting Disputes to the 
Disturbance of all her Friends and Acquaintance. 
This Unhappiness in her Temper induced Mr. John 
Hayes s Relations to persuade him to settle in some 
remote Place, at a Distance from and unknown tq 
her for some Time, to see if that would have any 
Effect upon her turbulent Disposition. But Mr. 
Hayes would not approve of that Advice, nor consent 
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to a Separation. In this Manner they lived for the 
Space of about six Years, until the Lease of the last- 
mentioned Farm expired, about which Time Mrs. 
Hayes persuaded her Husband to leave the Country 
and come to London, which about Twelvemonths 
afterwards, through her Persuasions he did, in the 
Year 1719. Upon their Arrival in Town they took 
a House, part of which they let out in Lodgings, and 
sold Sea-Coal, Chandlery Ware, &c., whereby they 
lived in a creditable Manner, and though Mr. Hayes 
was of a very indulgent Temper, yet she was so un- 
happy as to be frequently jarring. A change of 
Climate having made no Alteration in her Temper, 
she continued in her same passionate Nature, and 
had frequently Bickerings and Disputes with her 
Neighbours, as well in Town as before in the 
Country. 

In this Business they picked up Money, and Mr. 
Hayes, though in Town, received the yearly Rent of 
the first mentioned Estate, and by lending out Money 
in small Sums amongst his Country People improved 
the same considerably. Mrs. Hayes would frequently 
in speaking of her Husband to his Friends and Ac- 
quaintance, give him the best of Characters, and 
commend him for an indulgent Husband ; notwith- 
standing which, to some of her particular Cronies 
who knew not Mr. Hayes's Temper, she would ex- 
claim against him, and told them particularly, above 
a Year before the Murder was committed, that it was 
no more Sin to kill him than to kill a Mad Dog, and 
that one Time or other she might give him a Polt. 
Afterwards they removed into Tottenham Court 
Road, where they lived for some Time, following the 
same Business as formerly, from whence about two 
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Years afterwards they removed into Tyburn Road, a 
few Doors above where the Murder was committed. 
There they lived about twelve Months, Mr. Hayes 
supporting himself chiefly in lending out Money upon 
Pledges, and sometimes Working at his Profession, 
and in Husbandry, until it was computed he had 
picked up a pretty handsome Sum of Money. About 
ten Months before the Murder they removed a little 
lower, to the House of Mr. Whinyard, where the 
Murder was committed, taking Lodgings up two Pair 
of Stairs. There it was that Thomas Billings, by 
Trade a Tailor, who wrought Journey-work in and 
about Monmouth Street, under pretence of being 
Mrs. Hayes's Countryman, came to see them. They 
invited him to lodge with them ; he did so, and con- 
tinued in the House about six Weeks before the 
Death of Mr. Hayes, He had Occasion to go a little 
Way out of Town, of which his Wife gave her Asso- 
ciates immediate Notice, and they thereupon flocked 
thither to junket with her until the Time they ex- 
pected his Return. Some of the Neighbours out of 
Ill-will to the Woman gave him Intelligence of it as 
soon as he came back, upon which they had Abund- 
ance of high Words, and at last Mr. Hayes gave her 
a Blow or two. About this Time Thomas Wood, 
who was a Neighbour's Son in the Country, and an 
intimate Acquaintance both of Mr. Hayes and his 
Wife came to Town, and Pressing\)€\x\^ at that Time 
very hot, he was obliged to quit his Lodgings, and 
thereupon Mr. Hayes very kindly invited him to 
accept of the Conveniences of theirs, promising him, 
moreover, that as he was out of Business he would 
recommend him to his Friends and Acquaintance. 
Wood accepted the Offer, and lay with Billings. In 
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three or four Days' Time, Mrs. Hayes having taken 
every Opportunity to caress him, opened to him a 
Desire of being rid of her Husband, at which Wood, 
as he well might be, was exceedingly surprised, and 
demonstrated the Baseness as well as Cruelty there 
would be in such an Action if committed by him, 
who besides the general Ties of Humanity, stood 
particularly obliged to him as his Neighbour and his 
Friend. Mrs. Hayes did not desist upon this, but in 
order to hush his Scruples, would fain have per- 
suaded him that there was no more Sin in killing 
Hayes than in killing a brute Beast, for that he wad 
void of all Religion and Goodness, an Enemy to God, 
and therefore unworthy of his Protection ; that he 
had killed a Man in the Country, and destroyed two 
of his and her Children, one of which was buried 
under an Apple-tree, the other under a Pear-tree in 
the Country. To these fictitious Tales, she added 
another, which perhaps had the greatest Weight, viz., 
that if he were dead she should be the Mistress of 
fifteen hundred Pounds ; and then, says she, you may 
be Master thereof if you will help to get him out of 
the Way. Billings has agreed to it if you will make 
a third, and so all may be finished without Danger. 

A few Days after this. Wood's Occasions called him 
out of Town. On his Return, which was on the first 
Day of March, he found Mr. Hayes, and his Wife, 
and Billings, very merry together. Amongst other 
things which passed in Conversation, Mr. Hayes hap- 
pened to say, that he and another Person once drank 
as much Wine between them as cam.e to a Guinea 
without either of them being fuddled. Billings upon 
this, proposed a Wager on these Terms, that half a 
Dozen Bottles of the best Mountain should be 
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fetched, which, if Mr. Hayes could drink without 
being disordered, then Billings should pay for it, but 
if not, then it should be at the Cost of Mr. Hayes, 
who accepting of this Proposal, Mrs. Hayes and the 
two Men went altogether to the Brawns Head in 
New Bond Street, to fetch the Wine. As they were 
going thither she put them in Mind of the Propo- 
sition she had made them to Murder Mr. Hayes, and 
said they could not have a better Opportunity than 
at present, when he should be intoxicated with Liquor, 
whereupon Wood made Answer that it would be the 
most inhuman Act in the World to Murder a Man in 
cool Blood, and that too when he was in Liquor. 
Mrs. Hayes had recourse to her old Arguments, and 
Billings joining with her, Wood suffered himself to 
be overpowered. When they came to the Tavern 
they called for a Pint of the best Maintain, and after 
they had drank it ordered a Gallon and a- half to be 
sent to their Lodgings, which was done accordingly, 
and Mrs. Hayes paid ten Shillings and sixpence for 
it, which was what it came to. Then they all came 
back and sat down together to see Mr. Hayes drink 
the Wager, and while he swallowed the Wine, they 
called for two or three . full Pots of Beer, in order to 
entertain themselves. Mr. Hayes when he had almost 
finished his Wine began to grow very merry, singing 
and dancing about the Room, with all the Gaiety 
which is natural to a Man having taken a little too 
much Wine. But Mrs. Hayes fearful of his not hav- 
ing his Dose, sent away privately for another Bottle, 
of which having drank some also it quite finished the 
work, by depriving him totally of his Understanding. 
However, reeling into the other Room, he there 
threw himself across the Bed, and fell fast asleep. 
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No sooner did his Wife perceive it, than she came 
and excited the two Men to go in and do the Work. 
Whereupon Billings taking a Coal-hatchet in his 
Hand, going into the other Room, struck Mr. Hayes 
therewith on the back of his Head, which Blow 
fractured the Skull, and made him through the Agony 
of the Pain stamp violently upon the Ground, inso- 
much that it alarmed the People who lay in the 
Garret ; and Wood fearing the Consequence went in 
and repeated the Blows, though that was needless, 
since the first was Mortal of itself, and he already 
lay still and quiet. By this Time Mrs. Springate, 
whose Husband lodged over Mr. Hayes s Head, on 
hearing the Noise, came down to inquire the Reason 
of it, complaining at the same Time that it so dis- 
turbed her Family that they could not rest ; Mrs. 
Hayes thereupon told her, that her Husband had had 
some Company with him, who growing merry with 
their Liquor were a little Noisy, but that they were 
going immediately, and desired she would be easy. 
Upon this she went up again for the present, and the 
three Murderers began immediately to consult how 
to get rid of the Body. The Men were in so much 
Terror and Confusion that they knew not what to do ; 
but Mrs. Hayes quickly thought of an Expedient in 
which they all agreed. She said, that if the Hexd 
was cut off there would not be near so much Difficulty 
in carrying off the Body, which could not be known. 
In order to put this Design into Execution they got 
a Pail, she herself carrying the Candle, they all 
entered the Room where the deceased lay ; then the 
Woman holding the Pail, Billings drew the Body by 
the Head over the Bedside that the Blood might 
bleed the more freely into it ; and Wood with his 
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Pocket Penknife cut it off. As soon as it was severed 
from the Body, and the Bleeding was over, they 
poured the Blood down a wooden sink at the Win- 
dow, and after it several Pails of Water, in order to 
wash it quite away, that it might not be perceived in 
the Morning ; however, their Precautions were not 
altogether effectual, for Springate the next Morning 
found several Clods of Blood, but not suspecting 
anything threw them away. Neither had they es- 
caped letting some Tokens of their Cruelty fall upon 
the Floor, stain the Wall of the Room, and even 
Spin up against the Sealing, which it may be sup- 
posed happened at the first Blow. When they had 
finished this Decollation they again consulted what 
was next to be done. Mrs. Hayes was for boiling it 
in a Pot till nothing but the Skull remained, which 
would effectually prevent anybody knowing to whom 
it belonged. _ But the two Men thinking this too 
dilatory a Method, they resolved to put it in a Pail, 
and go together and throw it in the Thames. Sprin- 
gate hearing a Bustling in Mr. Hayes's Room for 
some Time, and then somebody going down Stairs, 
called again to know who it was, and what was the 
Occasion of it (it being then about Eleven o'Clock), 
to which Mrs. Hayes answered, it was her Husband, 
who was going a Journey into the Country, and pre- 
tended to take a formal Leave of him, expressing her 
Sorrow that he was obliged to go out of Town at that 
time of Night, and her fear least any Accident should 
attend him in his fourney. Billings and Wood being 
thus gone to dispose of the Head, went towards 
Whitehall, intending to have thrown the same into 
the River there, but the Gates being shut up, they 
were obliged to go forward as far as Mr. MacretKs 
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Wharf, near the Horse-Ferry, at Westmmster, where 
Billings setting down the Pail from under his Great 
Coat, Wood took up the" same with the Head therein, 
and threw it into the Dock before the Wharf It 
was expected the same would have been carried away 
by the Tide, but the Water being then ebbing it was 
left behind. There were also some Lighters lying 
over against the Dock, and one of the Lightermen 
walking then on board saw them throw the Pail into 
the Dock, but by the Obscurity of the Night, the 
Distance, and having no Suspicion, did not apprehend 
anything to be the Matter. Having thus done, they 
returned home again to Mrs. Huyess, where they 
arrived about Twelve o' Clock, and being let in, found 
Mrs. Hayes had been very busily employed in wash- 
ing the Floor, and scraping the Blood off from it, and 
from the Walls, &c., after which they all three went 
into the Fore-Room. Billings and Wood went to 
Bed there, and Mrs. Hayes sat by them till Morning. 
In the Morning of the second of March, about the 
Dawning of the' Day, one Robinson, a Watchman, 
saw a Man's Head lying in the Dock, and the Pail 
near it ; his Surprise occasioned his calling some Per- 
sons to assist in taking up the Head, and finding the 
Pail bloody they conjectured the Head had been 
brought thither in it. Their Suspicions were fully 
confirmed therein by the Lighterman, who saw Bil- 
lings and Wood throw the same into the Dock, as 
before-mentioned. It was now Time for Mrs. Hayes 
Billings, and Wood, to consider how they should dis- 
pose of the Body. Mrs. Hayes and Wood proposed 
to put it in a Box, where it might lie concealed till a 
convenient Opportunity offered for removing it ; this 
being approved of, Mrs. Hayes brought a Box but 



Catherine Hayes, a Murderes^. 13 

upon their endeavouring to put it in, the Box was 
not big enough to hold it. They had before wrapped 
it up in a Blanket, out of which they took it. Mrs. 
Hayes proposed to cut off the Arms and Legs, and 
that done they again attempted to put it in, but the 
Box would not hold it. Then they cut off the Thighs, 
and laying them Piece-Meal in the Box, concealed 
them until Night. In the meantime Mr. Hayes's 
Head, which had been found as before, had suffi- 
ciently alarmed the Town, and Information was given 
to the Neighbouring Justices of the Peace. The 
Parish Officers did all that was possible towards the 
Discovery of the Persons guilty of perpetrating so 
horrid an Action. They caused the Head to be 
cleaned, the Face to be washed from the Dirt and 
Blood, and the Hair to be combed, and then the 
Head to be set upon a Post in public View in St. 
Margaret's Church Yard, Westminster, that every- 
body might have free Access to see the same, with 
some of the Parish Officers to attend, hoping by that 
means a Discovery of the same might be attained. 
The High Constable of Westminster Liberty also 
issued private Orders to all the Petty Constables, 
Watchmen, and other Officers of that District, to 
keep a strict Eye on all Coaches, Carts, &c., passing 
in the Night through their Liberty, imagining that 
the Perpetrators of such a horrid Fact would endea- 
vour to free themselves of the Body in the same 
Manner as they had done the Head. These Orders 
were executed for some Time, with all the Secrecy 
imaginable, under various Pretences, but unsucess- 
fully. The Head also continued to be exposed for 
some Days in the Manner before described, which 
drew a prodigious Number of People to see it, but 
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without attaining any Discovery of the Murderers. 
It would be impertinent to mention the various 
Opinions of the Town upon this Occasion, for they 
being founded upon Conjecture only, were far wide 
of the Truth. Many People either remembered or 
fancied they had seen that Face before, but none 
could tell where or who it belonged to. On the 
second of March, in the Evening, Catherine Hayes, 
Thomas Wood, and Thomas Billings, took the Body 
and disjointed Members out of the Box, and wrapped 
them up in two Blankets, viz., the Body in One, and 
the Limbs in the other. Then Billings and Wood 
first took up the Body, and about Nine o'CIock in 
the Evening carried it by Turns into Marylebone 
Fields, and threw the same into a Pond, which Wood 
in the Day-time had been hunting for ; and returning 
back again about Eleven o'CIock the same Night, 
they took up the Limbs in the other old Blanket, 
and carried them by Turns to the same Place, throw- 
ing them in also. About Twelve o'CIock the same 
Night they returned back again, and knocking at the 
Door were let in by Mary Springate. They went 
up to Bed in Mrs. Hayes s Fore-Room, and Mrs. 
Hayes staid with them all Night, sometimes sitting 
up, and sometimes laying down upon the Bed by 
them. The same Day one Bennet, the King's 
Organ-Maker s Apprentice, going to Westminster to 
see the Head, believed it to be Mr. Hayes s, he being 
intimately acquainted with him ; and he thereupon 
went and informed Mrs. Hayes, that the Head ex- 
posed to view in St. Margaret's Church Yard, was 
so very like Mr. Hayes that he believed it to be his. 
Upon this Mrs. Hayes assured him that Mr. Hayes 
was very well, and reproved him very sharply for 
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forming such an Opinion, telling him he must be very 
cautious how he raised such false and scandalous 
Reports, for that he might therefore bring himself 
into a great Deal of Trouble. This Reprimand put 
a Stop to the Youth's saying anything more about it, 
and having no other Reason than the Similitude of 
Faces he said no more of it. The same Day also, 
Mr. Samuel Patrick having been at Westminster to 
see the Head, went from thence to Mr. Grainger s 
at the Dog and Dial in Monmouth Street, with which 
Mr. Hayes and his Wife were intimately acquainted, 
they and most of their Journeymen Servants being 
Worcestershire People. Mr. Patrick told them that 
he had been to see the Head, and that in his Opinion 
it was the most like to their Countryman Hayes of 
any he ever saw. 

Billings being there at Work then, some of the 
Servants replied it could not be his, because there 
being one of Mrs. Hayes s Lodgefs (meaning Billings) 
then at Work, they should have heard of it by him 
if Mr. Hayes had been missing, or any Accident had 
happened to him ; to which Billings made Answer, 
that Mr. Hayes was then alive and well, and that he 
left him in Bed when he came to work in the Morn- 
ing. The third Day of March, Mrs. Hayes gave 
Wood a white Coat and a pair of Leather Breeches 
of Mr. Hayes's, which he carried with him to Green- 
ford, near Harrow-on-the-Hill. Mrs. Springate ob- 
serving Wood carrying these Things down Stairs, 
bundled up in a white Cloth, whereupon she told' 
Mrs. Hayes that Wood was gone down with a Bundle, 
Mrs. Hayes replied it was a Suit of Clothes he had 
borrowed of a Neighbour, and was going to carry 
them home again. On the Fourth of March, one 
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Mrs. Longmore coming to visit Mrs. Hayes, inquired 
how Mr. Hayes did, and where he was. Mrs. Hayes 
answered, that he was gOne to take a walk, and then 
inquired what News there was about Town. Her 
Visitor told her that most People's Discourse run 
upon the Mans Head that had been found at West- 
minster. Mrs. Hayes seemed to wonder very much 
at the Wickedness of the Age, and exclaimed vehe- 
mently against such barbarous Murderers, adding, 
here is a Discourse too in our Neighbourhood of a 
Woman who has been found in the Fields, mangled 
and cut to pieces. It may be so, replied Mrs. Long- 
more, but I have heard nothing of it. The next Day 
Wood came again to Town, and applied himself to 
his Landlady Mrs. Hayes, who gave him a pair of 
Shoes, a pair of Stockings, and a Waistcoat of the 
Deceased, and Five Shillings in Money, telling him 
she would continue to supply him whenever he 
wanted. She informed him also of her Husband's 
Head being found, and that though it had been for 
some Time exposed, yet nobody had owned it. On 
the Sixth of March, the Parish Officers considering 
that it might putrify if it continued longer in the Air, 
agreed with one Mr. Westbrook, a Surgeon, to have 
it preserved in Spirits. He having accordingly pro- 
vided a proper Glass put it therein, and showed it to 
all Persons who were desirous of seeing it. Yet the 
Murder remained still undiscovered ; and notwith- 
standing the Multitude which had seen it, yet none 
•pretended to be directly positive to the Face, though 
many agreed in their having seen it before. 

In the meantime Mrs. Hayes quitted her Lodgings, 
and removed from where the Murder was committed 
to Mr. Jones's, a Distiller in the Neighbourhood, 
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with Billings, Wood, and Springate, for whom she 
paid one Quarter's Rent at her old Lodgings. 
During this Time she employed herself in getting as 
much of her Husband's Effects as she possibly could ; 
and amongst other Papers and Securities, finding a 
Bond due to Mr. Hayes from John Davis, who had 
married Mr. Hayes s Sister, she consulted how to get 
in that Money. To this Purpose she sent for one 
Mr. Leonard Myring, a Barber, and told him that 
she knowing him to be her Husband's particular 
Friend and Acquaintance, and he then being under 
some Misfortunes, through which she feared he would 
not presently return, she knew not how to recover 
several Sums of Money that were due to her Hus- 
band, unless by sending fictitious Letters in his Name 
to the several Persons from whom the same were 
due. Mr. Myring, considering the Consequences of 
such a Proceeding, declined it. But she prevailed 
upon some other Person to write Letters in Mr. 
Hayes s Name, particularly one to his Mother, on the 
14th of March, to demand Ten Pounds of the above- 
mentioned Mr. Davis, threatening if he refused, to 
sue him for it. This Letter Mr. Hayes s Mother re- 
ceived, and acquainting her Son-in-Law, Davis, with 
the Contents thereof, he offered to pay the Money on 
sending down the Bond, of which she by a Letter 
acquainted Mrs. Hayes on the Twenty-second of the 
same Month. During these Transactions, several 
Persons came daily to Mr. WestbrooMs to see the 
Head. A poor Woman at Kings land, whose Hus- 
band had been missing the Day before it was found, 
was one amongst them. She at first Sight fancied 
it bore some Resemblance to that of her Husband, 
but was not positive enough to swear to it. Yet her 
VOL. II. c 
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Suspicion at first was sufficient to ground a Report, 
which flew about the Town in the Evening, and some 
Enquiries were made after the Body of the Person 
to whom it was supposed to belong, but to no Pur- 
pose. Mrs. Hayes in the meanwhile took all the 
Pains imaginable to propagate a Story of Mr. Hayes s 
withdrawing on Account of an unlucky Blow he had 
given a Person in a Quarrel, and which made him 
apprehensive of a Prosecution, though he was then 
in treaty with the Widow in order to make it up. 
This Story she at first told, with many Injunctions 
of Secrecy, to Persons who she had good Reason to 
believe, would, notwithstanding her Injunctions, tell 
it again. It happened in the Interim that one Mr. 
foseph Ashby, who had been an intimate Acquaint- 
ance of Mr. Hayes's, came to see her. She with a 
great deal of pretended Concern, communicated the 
Tale she had framed to him. Mr. Ashby asked 
whether the Person he had killed was him to whom 
the Head belonged. She said. No, the Man who 
died by Mr. Hayes's Blow was buried entire, and Mr. 
Hayes had given, or was about to give a Security to 
pay the Widow Fifteen Pounds per Annum to hush 
it up. Mr. Ashby inquired next, where Mr. Hayes 
was gone; she said, to Portugal, with three or fottr 
foreign Gentlemen ; and he thereupon took his Leave. 
Rut going from thence to Mr. Henry Longmore s, 
Cousin to Mr. Hayes, he related to him the Story 
Mrs. Hayes had told him, and expressed a good Deal 
of Dissatisfaction thereat, desiring Mr. Longmore to 
go to her and make the same Enquiry as he had 
done, but without taking Notice they had seen one 
another. Mr. Longmore went thereupon directly to 
Mrs. Hayes s, and inquired in a peremptory Tone for 
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her Husband. She in Answer said, she supposed Mr. 
Ashby had acquainted him with the Misfortune which 
had befallen him. Mr. Longmore repHed, he had not 
seen Mr. Ashby for a considerable Tim,e, and knew 
nothing of his Cousins Misfortune, not ptdging of 
any that could attend him, for he believed he was not 
indebted to anybody. He then asked if he was in 
Prison for Debt ? She answered him, No, it was 
worse than that. Mr. Longmore demanded what 
worse could befall him ? As to any Debts, he be- 
lieved he had not contracted any; at which she 
blessed God, and said, that neither Mr. Hayes nor 
herself owed a Farthing to any Person in the world. 
Mr. Longmore again importuning her to know what 
he had done to Occasion his absconding so, saying, 
/ suppose he had not murdered anybody. To which 
she replied, he had, and beckoning him to come on 
the Stairs, related to him the Story as before men- 
tioned. Mr. Longmore being inquisitive which way 
he was gone ; she told him into Herefordshire, that 
Mr. Hayes had taken four Pocket Pistols with him 
for his Security, viz., one under each Arm, and two 
in his Pockets. Mr. Longm.ore answered, it would 
be dangerous for him to travel in that Manner ; that 
any Person seeing him so armed with Pistols, would 
cause him to be apprehended on Suspicion of being 
a Highwayman, to which she assured him that it was 
his usual Manner ; the Reason of it was that he had 
like to have been robbed coming out of the Country, 
and that once he was apprehended on Suspicion of 
being _ a Highwayman, but that a Gentleman who 
knew him accidentally came in, and seeing him in 
Custody, passed his Word for his Appearance, by 
which he was discharged. Mr. Longmore to that 
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made Answer, that it was very improbable of his 
ever being stopped on Suspicion of being a High- 
wayman, and discharged upon a Man's only passing 
his Word for his Appearance. He farther persisted, 
which way he was suppHed with Money for his 
Journey ? She told him, she had sowed Twenty-six 
Guineas into his Clothes, and that he had about him 
seventeen Shillings in new Silver. She added, that 
Springate who lodged there was privy to the whole 
Transaction, for which Reason she paid a Quarter s 
Rent for her at her old Lodgings, and the better to 
m,aintain what she had averred, called Springate to 
justify the Truth of it. In concluding the Discourse 
she reflected on the unkind Usage of Mr. Hayes to- 
wards her, which surprised Mr. Longmore more than 
anything else she had said yet, and strengthened his 
Suspicion, because he had often been a Witness to' 
her giving Mr. Hayes the best of Characters, viz., of 
a most indulgent tender Husband. 

Mr. Longmore then took his Leave of her, and. 
returned back to his Friend Mr. Ashby ; when after 
comparing Notes together, they judged by every 
apparent Reason that Mr. Hayes must have had very 
Ill-play shown him. Upon which they agreed to go 
to Mr. Eaton, a Life- Guardsman, who was also an 
Acquaintance of Mr. Hayes s, which accordingly they 
did, intending him to have gone to Mrs. Hayes also, 
to have heard what Relation she would give him 
concerning her Husband. They went and inquired 
at several Places for him, but he was not then to be 
found ; upon which Mr. Longmore and Mr. Ashby 
went down to Westminster to see the Head at Mr. 
Westbrook's. When they came there, Mr. Westbrook 
told them that the Head had been owned by a 
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Woman from Kingsland, who thought it to be her 
Husband, but was not certain enough to swear it, 
though the Circumstances were strong, because he 
had been missing from the Day before the Head was 
found. They desired to see it, and Mr. Ashby first 
went up Stairs to look on it, and coming down, told 
Mr. Longmore he really thought it to be Mr. Hayes s 
Head ; upon which Mr. Longmore went up to see it, 
and after examining it more particularly than Mr. 
Ashby, confirmed him in his Suspicion. Then they 
returned to seek out Mr. Eaton, and finding him at 
Home, informed him of their Proceedings, with the 
sufficient Reasons upon which their Suspicions were 
grounded, and compelled him to go with them to in- 
quire into the affair. Mr. Eaton pressed them to 
stay Dinner with them, which at first they agreed to, 
but afterwards altering their Minds, went all down to 
Mr. Longmore s House, and there renewed the 
Reasons of their Suspicions, not only of Mr. Hayes s 
being murdered (being satisfied with seeing the 
Head), but also that his Wife was Privy to the same ; 
but in order to be more fully satisfied, they agreed 
that Mr. Eaton should in a Day or two's Time go 
and inquire for Mr. Hayes, but withal taking no 
Notice of his having seen Mr. Longmore and Mr. 
Ashby. In the meantime Mr. Longmoj^e's Brother 
interfered, saying, that it seemed apparent to him that 
his Cousin {Mr. Hayes) had been murdered, and that 
Mrs. Hayes appeared very suspicious to him. of being 
guilty, with some other Persons, viz.. Wood and Bil^ 
lings (who she told him, had drank with Mtu the 
Night before his Journey. He added, moreover, 
that he thought Tim,e was not to be delayed, because 
they might remove from, their Lodgings upon the least 
Apprehensions of a discovery. 
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His Opinion prevailed as the most reasonable ; 
and Mr. Longmore said, they would go about it imme- 
diately. Accordingly to Mr. Justice Lambert he im- 
mediately applied, and acquainted him with the 
Grounds of their Suspicions, and their Desire of his 
granting a Warrant for the Apprehension of the 
Parties. The Justice on hearing the Story, not only 
readily agreed with them on their Suspicions, and 
complied with their Demand, but said also, he would 
get proper Officers to execute it in the Evening, 
about Nine o'Clock ; putting Mrs. Hayes, Thom,as 
Wood, Thomas Billings, and Mary Springate, into a 
special Warrant for that Purpose. At the Hour ap- 
pointed they met, and Mr. Eaton bringing two Officers 
of the Guards along with him, they went altogether 
to the House where Mrs. Hayes lodged. They went 
directly in, and up Stairs, at which Mr. Jones who 
kept the House, immediately demanded, who, and 
what they were. He was answered, that they were 
sufficiently authorised in all they did, desiring him at 
the same Time to bring Candles, and he should soon 
see on what Occasion they came. Light being there- 
upon brought, they went all up Stairs together ; Jus- 
tice Lambert rapped at Mrs. Hayes s Door with his 
Cane. She demanded who was there, for that she 
was in Bed, on which she was bid to get up and open 
it, or they would break it open. After some little 
Time taken to put on her Clothes she came and 
opened it. As soon as they were in the Room they 
seized her and Billings, who was sitting upon her 
Bedside, without either Shoes or Stockings on. The 
Justice asked whether he had been in Bed with her • 
she said, no, but that he sat there to mend his Stock- 
ings ; why, then, replied Mr. Lambert, he had very 
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good Eyes to see to do it without Fire or Candle ; 
whereupon they seized him too, and leaving Persons 
below to guard them, went up and apprehended 
Springate. After an Examination, in which they 
would confess nothing, Billings was committed to 
New Prison, Springate, to the Gate House, and Mrs. 
Hayes to Tothill Fields Bridewell. 

The Consciousness of her own Guilt made Mrs. 
Hayes very assiduous in contriving such a Method of 
Behaviour as might carry the greatest Appearance of 
Innocence. In the first Place, therefore, she entreated 
Mr. Longmore that she might be admitted- to see the 
Head, in which Request she was indulged in by Mr. 
Lambert, who ordered her to have a Sight of it as 
she came from Tothill Fields Bridewell to her Exa- 
mination ; accordingly Mr. Longmore attending the 
Officers to bring Mrs. Hayes from thence next Day 
to Mr. Lambert's, ordered the Coach to stop at Mr. 
Westbrook's Door, and as soon as she entered the 
House, being admitted into the Room, threw herself 
down upon her Knees, crying out in great Agonies, 
Oh, it is my dear Husband's Head ! and embracing 
the Glass in her Arms, kissed the outside of it several 
Times. In the meantime Mr. Westbrook coming in 
told her that if it was his Head she should have a 
plainer View of it, that he would take it out of the 
Glass for her to have a full Sight of it, which he did, 
by lifting it up by the Hair and brought it to her, she 
taking it in her Arms, kissed it, and seemed in great 
Confusion, withal begging to have a Lock of his 
Hair, but Mr. Westbrook replied, that he was afraid 
she had had too much of his Blood already. At 
which she fainted away, and after recovering was 
carried to Mr. Lambert's, to be examined before him 
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and some other Justices of the Peace. While these 
Things were in Agitation, one Mr. Huddle and his 
Servant, walking in Marylebone Fields in the Even- 
ing, espied something lying in one of the Ponds in 
the Fields, which they, after they had examined it, 
found' to be the Legs, Thighs, and Arms of a Man. 
They being very much surprised at this, determined 
to search farther; and the next Morning, getting 
Assistance, drained the Pond, where to their great 
Astonishment they pulled out the Body of a Man 
wrapped up in a Blanket, with the News of which, 
while Mrs. Hayes was under Examination, Mr. Crosby, 
a Constable, came down to the Justices, not doubting 
but this was the Body of Mr. Hayes, which he had 
found thus mangled and dismembered. Yet though 
she was somewhat confounded at the new Discovery 
made hereby, of the Cruelty with which her late 
Husband had been treated, she could not, however, 
be prevailed on to make any Discovery or Acknow- 
ledgment of her knowing anything of the Fact. 
Whereupon the Justices who examined her, com- 
mitted her that Afternoon to Newgate, the Mob at- 
tending her thither with loud Acclamations of Joy at 
her Commitment, and ardent Wishes of her comino- 
to a just Punishment, as if they were already con- 
vinced of her Guilt. 

Sunday morning following, Thomas Wood came to 
Town from Greenford, near Harrow, having heard 
nothing farther of the Affair, or of the taking up of 
Mrs. Hayes, Billings, or Springate. The first Place 
he went to was Mrs. Hayes s old Lodging ; there he 
was answered that she was removed to Mr. foness, 
a Distiller, a little farther on in the Street. Thither 
he went, where the People knowing him to be the 
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other Person suspected of the Murder, said Mrs. 
Hayes was gone to the Green Dragon, in King Street, 
which is Mr. Longmores House ; and a Man who 
was there told him, moreover, that he was going 
thither, and would show him the way. Wood being 
on Horseback followed him, and he led him the way 
to, Mr. Long-more' s House, at which time Mr. Long- 
mores Brother coming to the Door and seeing Wood 
immediately seized him, and unhorseing him dragged 
him in Doors, sent for Officers, and charged him on 
suspicion of the Murder. From thence he was car- 
ried before Mr. Justice Lambert, who asked him 
many Questions in relation to the Murder ; he con- 
fessed nothing, whereupon he was committed to 
Tothill Fields Bridewell. While he was there he 
heard the various Reports of Persons concerning the 
Murder, and from those, judging it impossible to pre- 
vent a full Discovery, or evade the Proofs that were 
against him, he resolved to make an ample Confession 
of the whole Affair ; of which Mr. Lambert being 
acquainted, he, with John Mohtm and Thomas Salt, 
Esqs., two other Justices of the Peace, went to Tot- 
kill Fields Bridewell, to take his Examination, in 
which he seemed very ingenious and ample, declaring 
all. the particulars before mentioned, with this Addi- 
tion, that Catherine Hayes was the first Promoter of, 
and a great Assistant in several Parts of this horrid 
Affair ; that he had been drawn into the Commission 
thereof partly through Poverty, and partly through 
her crafty Insinuations, who by feeding them with 
Liquors, had spirited them up to the Commission of 
such a piece of Barbarity. He farther acknowledged 
that ever since the Commission of the Fact he had 
no Peace, but a continual torment of Mind ; that very 
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Day, before he came from Greenwood, he was fully 
persuaded within himself that he should be seized 
for the Murder when he came to Town, and should 
never see Greenford more, notwithstanding which he 
could not refrain coming, though under an unexpected 
Certainty of being taken, and dying for the Fact. 
Having thus made a full and ample Confession, and 
signed the same on the 27th oi March, \}s\& Mittimus 
was made by Justice Lambert, and he was committed 
to Newgate, whither he was carried under a Guard of 
a Serjeant and eight Soldiers, with Muskets and 
Bayonets to keep off the Mob, who were so exaspe- 
rated against the Actors of such a piece of Barbarity, 
that without that Caution it would have been very 
difficult to have carried him thither alive. On Mon- 
day, the 28th of March, after Mrs. Hayes was com- 
mitted to Newgate, being the Day after Wood's Ap- 
prehension, foseph Mercer going to see Mrs. Hayes, 
she told him as he was Thomas Billings's Friend as 
well as hers, she desired he would go to him and tell 
him it was in vain to deny any longer the Murder of 
her Husband, for they were equally Guilty, and both 
must die for it. Billings hearing this, and that Wood 
was Apprehended, and had fully confessed the whole 
Affairs, thought it needless to persist any longer in a 
Denial, and therefore the next Day being the 29th 
of March, he made a full and plain Discovery of the 
whole Fact, agreeing with Wood in all the Particulars, 
which Confession was made and signed in the pre- 
sence of Gideon Harvey, and Oliver Lambert, Esqs., 
two of his Majesty's Justices of the Peace, whereupon 
he was removed to Newgate the same Day that Wood 
was. Wood and Billings by their several Confessions 
acquitting Springate of having any concern in the 
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aforesaid Murder, she was soon discharged from her 
Confinement ; but this Discovery making a great 
Noise in the Town, divers of Mrs. Hayes s Acquaint- 
ance went to visit her in Newgate, and examined as 
to the Reasons and Motives that induced her to com- 
mit the said Fact. Her Acknowledgment in general 
was that Mr. Hayes had proved but an indifferent. 
Husband to her ; that one Night he came home 
drunk and struck her, that upon complaining to Bil- 
lings and Wood, they or one of them said such a 
Fellow (meaning Mr. Hayes) ought not to live, and 
that they would Murder him for a halfpenny. She 
took that Opportunity to propose her bloody Inten- 
tions to them, and her willingness that they should do 
so, that she was acquainted with their Design, heard 
the Blow given to Mr. Hayes by Billings, and then 
went with Wood to them into the Room ; that she 
held the Candle while his Head was cut off, and in 
Excuse for this bloody Fact, said the Devil got into 
them that made them do it. When she was made 
sensible that her Crime in Law was not only Murder 
but petty Treason, she began to show great Concern 
indeed, making very strict Enquiries into the Nature 
of the Proof which was necessary to convict, having 
possessed herself with a Notion, that unless it ap- 
peared she murdered him with her own Hands it 
would not touch her Life ; and therefore she was 
very Angry that either Billings or Wood, should, by 
their Confession, acknowledge her Guilty of the Mur- 
der, and thereby subject her to that Punishment 
which of all others she most feared, often repeating 
it, that it was hard they would not suffer her to be 
hanged with him ! When she was told of the com- 
mon Report that Billings was her Son, she affected 
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at first to make a great Mystery of it ; she said he 
was her own Flesh and Blood indeed, but that he did 
not know how nearly he was related to her himself. 
At other Times she said she would never disown him 
while she lived, and showed a greater Tenderness 
for him than for herself, and sent every Day to 
the Condemned Hole where he lay to inquire after his 
Health. But two or three Days before her Death 
she became, as the Ordinary tells us, a little more 
sincere in this Respect, affirming that he was not only 
her Child but Mr. Hayes s also, though put only to 
another Person, with whom he was bred up in the 
Country, and called him Father. 

There are generally a Set of People about most 
Prisons, and especially about Newgate, who get their 
Living by imposing on unhappy Criminals, and per- 
suading them that Guilt may be covered, and Justice 
evaded, by certain artful Contrivances in which they 
profess themselves Masters. Some of these had got 
Access to this unhappy Woman, and had instilled 
into her a Notion that the Confession of Wood and 
Billings could in no way affect her Life. This made 
her vainly imagine that there was no positive Proof 
against her, and that Circumstantials only would not 
convict her. For this Reason she resolved to put 
herself upon her Trial (contrary to her first Inten- 
tions ; for, having been asked what she would do, she 
had replied, she would hold up her Hand at the Bar 
and plead Guilty, for the whole World coidd not save 
her). Accordingly, being arraigned, she pleaded not 
Guilty, and put herself upon her Trial. Wood and 
Billifigs both pleaded Guilty to the same Indictment, 
at the same Time acknowledging their Guilt, and de- 
sired to make Atonement for the same by the Loss 
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of their Blood, only , praying the Court would be 
graciously pleased to favour them so much (in regard 
they had made an ingenuous Confession) as to dis- 
pense with their being hanged in Chains. Mrs. 
Hayes having thus put herself upon her Trial, the 
King's Counsel opened the Indictment, setting forth 
the Heinousness of the Fact, the premeditated 
Intention, and Inhuman Method of acting it; that 
his Majesty, for the more effectual Prosecution of 
such vile Offenders, and out of a tender Regard 
to the Peace and Welfare of all his Subjects, and 
that the Actors and Perpetrators of such unheard 
of Barbarities, might be brought to condign Punish- 
ment, had given them Directions to prosecute the 
Prisoners. Then Richard Bromage, Robert Wilkins, 
Leonard Myring, Joseph' Mercer, John Blakesby, 
Mary Springate, and Richard Bows, were called 
into Court. The Substance of the Evidence against 
the Prisoner was, that on her being interrogated 
about the Murder when in Newgate, said : The 
Devil put it into her Head; but, however, John 
Hayes was none of the best of Husbands, for she 
had been half starved ever since she was married 
to him ; that she did not in the least repent of any- 
thing she had done, but only in drawing those two 
poor Men into this Misfortune ; that she was six 
Weeks importuning them to do it ; that they denied it 
two or three Times, but at last agreed. Her Htisband 
was so drunk that he fell out of his Chair, then 
Billings and Wood carried him into the next Room, 
and laid him upon the Bed ; that she was not in that 
Room-, but in the Fore-Room on the same Floor when 
he was killed, but they told her Billings struck him 
twice on the Head with a Poleaxe, and that then 
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Wood cut his Throat ; that when he was quite dead, 
she went in and held the Candle whilst Wood cut his 
Head quite off, and afterwards they chopped off his 
Legs and Arms ; that they wanted to get him into an 
old Chest, but he was too long and too big. They 
thought to have done it by cutting off only his Legs 
and Head, but were forced to ctit off his Thighs and 
Arms, and then the Chest would not hold them all. 
The Body and Limbs were put into Blankets at several 
Times the next Night, and thrown into a Pond ; that 
the Devil was in them all, and they were all got 
drunk ; that it would signify nothing to make a long 
Preamble ; she could hold up her Hand and say she 
was Guilty, for nothing could save her, nobody could 
forgive her ; that the Men who did the Murder were 
taken, and confessed it ; that she was not with them 
when they did it ; that she was sitting by the Fire in 
the Shop upon a Stool ; that she heard the Blow given 
and somebody stamp ; that she did not cry out for fear 
they should kill her ; that after the Head was cztt off', 
it was pid into a Pail, and Wood carried it out ; that 
Billings sat down by her and cried, and would lie all 
the Rest of the Night in the Room with the dead 
Body ; that the first Occasion of this Design to murder 
him was because he came home one Night and beat her, 
upon which Billings said, this Fellow deserves to be 
killed, and Wood said, he would be his Butcher for a 
Penny ; that she told them they might do as they would, 
but did not think they wotdd do it the Night it was 
done ; that she did not tell her Husband of the Design 
to m,urder him, for fear he should beat her ; that she 
sent to Billings to let him know it was in vain to deny 
the Murder of her Husband any longer, for they were 
both Guilty, and must both die for it. Many other 
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Circumstances equally strong with those before-men- 
tioned appeared, and a Cloud of Witnesses, many of 
whom, the thing appearing so plain, were sent away 
unexamined. She herself confessed at the Bar her 
previous knowledge of their Intent several Days 
before the Fact was committed ; yet foolishly insisted 
on her Innocence, because the Fact was not com- 
mitted by her own Hands. The Jtiry, without stay- 
ing long to consider of it, found her Guilty, and she 
was taken from the Bar in a very weak and faint 
Condition. On her return to Newgate she was visited 
by several Persons of her Acquaintance, who yet. 
were so far from doing her any Good that they rather 
interrupted her in those Preparations which it became 
a Woman in her sad Condition to make. One old 
Gentleman, indeed, who seemed to have no other 
Motive but Curiosity in coming to see her, took an 
Opportunity of discoursing to her in these Terms, 
which as I myself overheard, and as I think they 
may not want their Uses on other Occasions, I have 
carefully inserted. " Mrs. Hayes you see the Clamour 
of the World is very strong against you, and -though 
common Fame be very indifferent Evidence in some 
Cases, yet in your Case it is a Sign of more than 
ordinary Guilt, because the common Sort, being un- 
able to distinguish nicely, generally pity everybody 
whom they see under Affliction, unless there be a 
peculiar Degree of Wickedness in what they have 
been guilty of, and such as seems to transcend the 
Malignity of human Nature, and hath consequently 
rendered the Criminal unworthy of human Regard. 
Consider, then, if such be the Sentiments of the 
Public, what should yours be ? If the Noise of your 
Cruelty hath struck them Terror, should it not inspire 
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you with Repentance, and if the Death of Mr. Hayes, 
with the bloody Circumstances which attend it, can 
so far move those who had no Acquaintance with, or 
so much as knew him by Sight, what effect ought it 
to have on you, who after having been his Companion 
and his Wife for so many Years, have at last become 
his Murderess, and imbrued your Hands in that 
Blood which you should have considered as your 
own. I know very well that you have high Notions 
of your own Innocence, because it was not from your 
Hands that he received his Death's Wound, yet you 
cannot deny that those who gave it received their 
Directions from you. The Conviction of their own 
Hearts hath induced them to offer their Blood to 
atone for his. Twelve impartial Men have found, 
you also to be guilty of his Death ; and I do not 
think so meanly of your Reason, as to believe you 
have any Hopes of having your Sentence stayed. 
Reflect, then, a little ; if these Artifices cannot pre- 
vail, even with a credulous World, or take any Place 
in the Opinion of Twelve Men, utterly unbiassed in 
their Verdict against you, how should you expect 
they should yet cover you from the Wrath of God, 
and elude that Judgment with which he hath threat- 
ened Sinners. The small Time you have to live 
forbids trifling, and every Moment that passes calls 
upon you to employ it so as by Penitence to escape 
his Vengeance. Lay then aside such Notions as 
these, confess with Truth the Circumstances of that 
cruel Act of which you have been guilty, and after 
losing all Hopes in the World, apply yourself steadily 
to make sure of happiness in that which is to come ; 
humbly entreat that merciful Being, whose Creature 
thou hast destroyed, to have pity on thy Condition, 
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and by submitting patiently unto that terrible Punish- 
ment, which the Law hath appointed for your Crimes, 
atone for this Murder, suffering the fear of your ap- 
proaching Death to work no otherwise on your Mind 
than urging you by Prayers and a sincere Repentance 
to avoid . eternal Death from the Sentence of him at 
whose Tribunal you are quickly to appear. As God 
is a God of Justice, presume not hastily to think you 
•have secured his Pardon, and as he is a God of 
Mercy let not even your Offences make you despair ; 
but by the Piety and Resignation of your last Mo- 
ments efface the Memory of your guilty Life." 

When they were brought up to receive Sentence, 
Wood and Billings renewed their former Requests to 
the Court, that they might not be hung in Chains. 
Mrs. Hayes also made use of her former Assertion, 
that she was not Guilty of actually committing the 
Fact, and therefore begged of the ■ Court that she 
might at least, have so much Mercy shown her as not 
to be burnt alive. The Judges then proceeded in 
the Manner prescribed by Law, that is, they s~fen- 
;tenced the two Men with the other Malefactors to be 
hanged, and Mrs. Hayes, as in all Cases of Petit- 
Treason, to die by Fire at a Stake ; at which she 
screamed, and being carried back to Newgate, fell into 
violent Agonies. When the other Criminals were 
brought thither after Sentence had been passed, the 
Men were confined in the same Place with the Rest 
in their Condition, but Mrs. Hayes was put into a 
Place by herself, which was at that Time the Apart- 
ment allotted to Women under Condemnation. Per- 
haps nobody ever kept their Thoughts so long and 
so closely united to the World, as appeared by the 
frequent Messages she sent to Wood and Billings in 
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the Place where they were confined, and that Tender- 
ness which she expressed for both of them, preferable 
to any Concern she showed for her own Misfortunes, 
lamenting in the softest Terms of having involved 
those two poor Men in the Commission of a Fact for 
which they were now to lose their Lives ; in which, 
indeed, they deserved Pity, since, as I shall show 
hereafter, they were Persons of unblemished Cha- 
racters, and of virtuous Inclinations, until misled by 
her. 

As to the Sense she had of her own Circum- 
stances, there has been scarce any one known to 
behave with so much Indifference ; she said often 
that Death was neither grievous nor terrible to her 
in itself, but was in some Degree shocking from the 
Manner in which she was to die. Her Fondness for 
Billings hurried her into Indecencies of a very extra- 
ordinary Nature, such as sitting with her Hand in 
his at Chapel, leaning upon his Shoulder, and refusing, 
upon being reprimanded for giving Offence to the 
Congregation, to make any Amendment in Respect 
of these shocking Passages between her and the 
Murderers of her Husband, but on the Contrary, she 
persisted in them to the very Minute of her Death, 
one of her last Expressions being to inquire of the 
Executioner, whether he had hanged her dear Child, 
and this, as she was going from the Sledge to the 
Stake, so strong and lasting were the Passions of 
this Woman. 

The Friday Night before her Execution (being 
assured she should die on the Monday following) she 
attempted to make away with herself, to which Pur- 
pose she had procured a Bottle of strong Poison, de- 
signing to have taken the same ; but a Woman who 
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was in the Place with her, touching it with her Lips, 
found it burnt them to a extraordinary Degree, and 
spilHng a Httle on her Handkerchief, perceived it 
burnt that also ; upon which suspecting her Intentions 
she broke the Viol, whereby her Design was frus- 
trated. On the Day of her Execution she was at 
Prayers, and received the Sacrament in the Chapel, 
where she still showed her Tenderness for Billings. 
About Twelve the Prisoners were severally carried 
away for Execution. Billings, with eight others for 
various Crimes, were put into three Carts, and 
Catherine Hayes was drawn upon a Sledge to the 
Place of Execution, where being arrived, Billings 
and the eight others, after having found some Time 
for their private Devotions, were turned off. Catherine 
Hayes was then brought to the Stake, was chained 
thereto with an Iron Chain, running round her Waist 
and under her Arms, and a Rope about her Neck, 
which was drawn through a Hole in the .Post, then 
the Faggots, intermixed with light brushwood and 
Straw, being piled all round her, the Executioner put 
Pire thereto in several Places, which immediately 
blazing out, as soon as the same reached her,, with 
her Arms she pushed down those which were befbre 
her, when she appeared in the Middle of the Flames 
as low as her Waist. The Executioner got hold of 
the End of the Cord which was round her Neck, 
and pulled it tight, in order to strangle her, but the 
Fire soon reached his Hand and burnt it, so that he 
was obliged to let it go again. More Faggots were 
immediately thrown upon her, and in about three or 
four Hours she was reduced to Ashes ; in the mean- 
time Billings s Irons were put upon him as he was 
hanging on the Gallows ; after which being cut down, 
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he was carried to the Gibbet, about one hundred 
Yards' Distance, and there hung up in Chains. 




The Life of Thomas Billings, a Mitrderer. 

HOUGH we have said so much of this 
Malefactor in the foregoing Life, yet it was 
necessary in order to preserve the Con- 
nection of that barbarous Story, to leave 
the particular Consideration of these two Assistants 
in the Murder of Mr. Hayes, to particular Chapters, 
and therefore we will begin with Billings. Mrs. 
Hayes, sometime before her Execution, confidently 
averred that he was the Son both of Mr. Hayes and 
of herself ; that his Father not liking him he was put 
out to Relations of hers, and took the Name of Bil- 
lings from his Godfather ; but Mr. Hayes s Relations 
confidently denied all this, and he himself said he 
knew nothing more than that he called a Shoemaker 
in the Country Father, who is some tince since dead. 
Billings was put Apprentice to a Tailor, with whom 
he served his Time, and then came up to London to 
Work Journey-work, which he did in Monmouth 
Street, lodging at Mrs. Hayes s. He believed himself 
nearly related to Mrs. Hayes, who from the Influence 
she always maintained over him, drew him to the 
Commission of that horrid Fact. 

But the most certain Opinion is that he was found 
in a Basket upon the Common, near the Place where 
Mrs. Hayes lived before she married Mr. Hayes ; that 
he was at the Time of his Death about twenty-two 
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or twenty-three Years old ; where, as it evidently ap- 
peared by her own Confession, that she had been 
married to Mr. Hayes but twenty Years and eight 
Months. He was put out to Nurse at the Charge of 
the Parish to People whose Names were Billings, 
and when he was big enough to go Apprentice, was 
bound to one Mr. Wetker^and, a Tailor, to whom the 
Parish gave forty Shillings with him. It is very 
probable he might be a natural Son of Mrs. Hayes s, 
born in her Rambles (of which we have hinted) before 
her Marriage, and dropped by her in the Place where 
he was found. 

As to the Character of Billings, he was always re- 
puted in the Country . a sober, honest, industrious 
young Man. During the Time he worked in Town, 
he had done nothing to lessen the Reputation which 
he brought up with him, and might possibly have 
lived very happily if he had not fallen into the 
Temptation of this unfortunate Woman, who seems 
to have been born for her own Undoing, and for the 
Destruction of others. Whatever Knowledge he 
might have of the Relation in which he stood to 
Mrs. Hayes, certain it is that she always preserved 
such an Authority over him that in her presence he 
would never answer any Questions, but constantly 
referred himself to her, or kept an Obstinate Silence. 
He affected also a strange Fondness for her, kissing 
her Cheek when she fainted in the Chapel at New- 
gate, and behaving himself when near her in such a 
Manner as gave great Offence to the Spectators. As 
to the. Remorse he had for the horrid Crime he had 
committed, those who had Occasion to know him 
while under Confinement thought him sincere therein ; 
but the Ordinary, whose Place it is to be supreme 
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Judge in these Matters, told the World in his Ac- 
count of the Behaviour and Confession of the Male- 
factors, that he was a confused Hard-hearted Fellow, 
and had few external Signs of Penitence ; and a little 
farther, when possibly he was in a better Humour, he 
says, that in all Appearance he was very penitent for 
his Sins, and died in the Communion of the Church 
of England, of which he owned himself an unworthy 
Membei". 
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The Life of Thomas Wood, a Murderer. 

jHIS Malefactor, Thomas Wood, was born at 
a Place called Ombersly, between Ludlow 
and Worcester, of Parents in very indifferent 
Circumstances, who were therefore able to 
give -him but little Education. He was bred up to 
no settled Business, but laboured in all such country 
Employments as require only a robust Body for 
their Performance. When the Summer's Work was 
over he used to assist as a Tapster at Inns and Ale- 
houses in the Neighbourhood of the Village where he 
was born, and by the Industry, Care, and Regularity 
which he observed in all things, gained a very great 
Reputation as an honest and faithful Servant with 
all that knew him. 

His Mother having been left in a needy Condition, 
with several small Children, she set up a little Ale- 
house in order to get Bread for them. Thomas was 
very dutiful, and as his Diligence enabled him to save 
a little Money, so he was by no means backwards in 
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giving her all the Assistance that was in his Power. 
Some few Months before his Death he grew desirous 
of coming up to Londoft, which he did accordingly, 
and worked at whatsoever Employment he could get 
both with Fidelity and Diligence ; but a Fleet being 
then fitting out for the Mediterranean, Press- Warrants 
were granted for the Manning thereof, and the Dili- 
gence that was used in putting them into Execution 
gave great Uneasiness to Wood,vii\o having no settled 
Business was afraid of falling into their Hands. 
Thereupon he bethought himself of his Countryman 
Mr. Hayes, to whom he applied for Advice and 
Assistance. Mr. Hayes kindly invited him to live 
with them in order to avoid that Danger, and he ac- 
cordingly lay with Mr. Billings, as has been before 
related. Mr. Hayes was, moreover, so desirous of 
doing him Service, that he applied himself to finding 
out such Persons as wanted Labourers in order to 
get him into Business, while Mrs. Hayes, in the mean- 
time, made use of every Blandishment to seduce the 
Fellow into following her wicked Inclinations. Per- 
ceiving that both Billings and Wood had stronger 
Religious Principles than is common with ordinary 
Persons, she artfully made even those Persons' Dis- 
positions subservient to her brutal and inhuman Pur- 
pose. 

It seems Mr. Hayes had fallen within a few Years 
of his Death into the Company of some who called 
themselves Free Thinkers, and fancy an Excellence 
in their own Understandings because they are able 
to ridicule those Things which the Rest of the World 
think Sacred. Though it is no great Conquest to 
obtrude the Belief of anything whatsoever on Per- 
sons of small Parts and litrie Education, yet they 
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Triumph greatly therein, and communicate the same 
Humour of boasting in their Pupils. Mr. Hayes had 
now and then let fall some rash Expressions, as to 
his Disbelief of the Immortality of the Soul, and 
talked in such a Manner on religious Topics, that 
Mrs. Hayes persuaded Billings and Wood therefrom 
that he was an Atheist, and as he believed his own 
Soul of no greater Value than that of brute Beasts, 
there could be no Difference between killing him and 
them. It must indeed be acknowledged that there 
was no less Oddity in such Propositions than in those 
of her Husband. However they prevailed, it seems, 
with these unfortunate Men, and as she had already 
persuaded them it was no Sin, so when they were 
intoxicated with Liquor, she found it less difficult 
than at any other Time to deprive them also of feel- 
ings of Humanity, and engage them in perpetrating 
a Fact so opposite not only to Religion but to the 
natural Tenderness of the human Species. Wood- 
as he yielded to her Persuasions with Reluctance, so 
he was the first who showed any true Remorse of 
Conscience for that cruel Act of which he had been 
Guilty. His Confession was free and voluntary, and 
at the same Time full and ingenuous. Two Days 
after receiving Sentence his Constitution began to 
give way to the violence of a feverish Distemper, 
which by a natural Death prevented his Execution, 
he dying in Newgate in the twenty-eighth year of his 
Age, much more pitied than either Billings or Mrs. 
Hayes, who suffered at Tyburn. And thus with 
Wood we put a Period to the Relation of a Tragedy 
which surprised the World exceedingly at the Time 
it happened, and will doubtless be read with Horror 
in succeeding Generations. 
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[HOUGH there is not perhaps any Sin so 
opposite to our Nature as Cruelty towards 
our fellow Creatures, yet we see, it so tho- 
roughly established in some Tempers, that 
neither Education nor a Sense of Religion are strong 
enough to abate it, much less to wear it out. The 
Person of whom we are now speaking, John yaen, 
was the Son of Parents in very good Circumstances 
at Bristol. They bred him* in the Knowledge of 
everything requisite to a Person who was to be in 
Trade, and he grew a very tolerable Proficient, as 
well in the Knowledge of the Latin Tongue, as in 
Writing and Accounts, for his Improvement in all 
which he was put under the best of Masters. When 
he had finished that Course of Lecirning, which his 
Friends thought would qualify him for what they 
designed him, he was immediately put Apprentice to 
a Cooper in Bristol, where he served his Time with 
both Fidelity and Industry. When his Apprentice- 
ship expired he applied himself to Trade with the 
same Diligence, and sometimes went to Sea, until in 
the Year 1724, he became Master of a Ship called 
the Burnett, fitted out by some Merchants at Bristol 
for South Carolina. In his Return from this Voyage 
he committed the Murder for which he died. 

On the 25th of April, 1 726, an Admiralty Sessions 
was held at the Old Bailey, before the Hon. Sir 
Henry Penrice, Judge of the High Court of Admi- 
ralty, assisted by the Honourable Mr. Baron Hale, 
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at which Captain Creagh was indicted for Feloniously 
sinking the good Ship called the Friendship, of which 
he was Commander ; but there appearing no Grounds 
for such a Charge he was acquitted. Afterwards 
Captain John Jaen, of Bristol, was set to the Bar, 
and arraigned on an Indictment for wilfully and in- 
humanly murdering one Richard Pye, who had been 
his Cabin Boy, in the Month of March, in the Year 
1 724. It appeared by the Evidence produced against 
him, that he either whipped the Boy himself, or 
caused him to be whipped every Day during the 
Voyage, and that he caused him to be tied to the 
Mainmast with Ropes for nine Days together, extend- 
ing his Arms and Legs to the utmost, whipping him 
with a Cat, as it is called, of five small Cords till he 
was all bloody, then causing his Wounds to be several 
times washed with Brine and Pickle. Under this 
terrible Usage the poor Wretch soon grew Speech- 
less. The Captain notwithstanding continued his 
cruel Usage, stamping, beating, and abusing him, and 
even obliging him to eat his own Excrements, which 
forcing its way upwards again, the Boy in his Agony 
of Pain made Signs for a Dram., whereupon the 
Captain in Derision took a Glass, carried it into the 
Cdbin, and made Water therein, and then brought it 
to the Boy to Drink, who rejected the same. The 
lamentable Condition in which he was made no Im- 
pression on the Captain, who continued to treat him 
with the same Severity, by whipping, pickling, kick- 
ing, beating, and bruising him, while he lingered out 
his miserable Life, on the last Day of which he gave 
him eighteen Lashes with the aforesaid Cat of five 
Tails, and in a little Time after the Boy died. The 
Evidence farther deposed, that when the Boy's Body 
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was being sewn up in a Hammock to be thrown over- 
board, it had in it as many Colours as there are in a 
Rainbow ; that his Flesh in many places was as soft 
as yelly, arid his Head swelled as big as two. Upon 
the .whole it very fully appeared that a more bloody 
and premeditated Murder was never committed, and 
Sir Henry Penrice declared that in all the Time he 
had had the Honour of sitting on the Bench, he never 
heard anything like it, and. hoped that «o Person 
who should sit there after him should ever hear of 
such an Offence. 

Under Sentence of Death he behaved with a great 
deal of Piety and Resignation, though he did not 
frequent the public Chapel for two Reasons, the First, 
because the Number of Strangers who were admitted 
thither to stare at such unhappy Persons as are to 
die are always numerous and sometimes very indis- 
creet ; the Second was, that he had many Enemies 
who took a Pleasure in coming to insult him, and as 
he was sure these would totally interrupt his Devo- 
tions, he thought it excusable to receive the Assist- 
ance of the Minister in his own Chamber. As to 
the general Offences of his Life, he was very open 
in his Confession, but as to the particular Fact for 
which he suffered, he endeavoured to excuse it by 
saying, he never intended to Murder the Boy, but 
only to correct him as he deserved, being exceedingly 
wicked and unruly. He charged him with thieving 
in their Voyage out, and being yet worse as they 
came home, and that particularly one Evening when 
he was asleep in the Cabin the Lad broke open his 
Lockers, and took out a Botrie of Riim, of which he 
drank near a Pint, making himself thereby so Drunk 
that his Excrements fell involuntarily from him, which 
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stunk so abominably that it awakened him (the. Cap- 
tain), whereupon he called in several of his Men, who 
found the Boy in a sad Condition, and were obliged 
to sit down and smoke Tobacco, in Order to overcome 
the stench he had raised. This produced .the terrible 
Punishment of tying him to the Mast for several 
Days, and the offering him his Excrements, which he 
rejected. Nowithstanding the Captain owned all 
this, yet he could not forbear Reflections on those 
who gave Testimony against him at his Trial, charg- 
ing them with Perjury and Conspiracy to ruin him, 
though nothing like it appeared from the Manner in 
which they delivered their Testimony. As the Time 
of his Death approached nearer, the Fear thereof, 
and Remorse of Conscience, brought the Captain 
into so weak and low a State that he could scarce 
speak or attend to any Discourses of others, but lay 
in a languishing Condition, often fainting, and in fine 
appearing not unlike a Person who had taken some- 
thing to procure a sudden Death, in order to prevent 
an Ignominious one. Yet when such Suspicions 
were mentioned to him, he declared that they were 
without Ground, that he had never suffered such a 
Thought once to enter his Head. His Wife who 
attended him constantly while in Prison said she 
loved him too well to become his Executioner, and 
that she was positive since his Commitment, he had 
had nothing unwholesome administered to him. As 
he was carried to Execution he was so much spent 
that it was thought he would hardly live to reach it. 
There he had the Assistance of a Minister of Dis- 
tinction, who prayed with him till he was thrown off, 
which was on the 13th Day of May, 1726, being 
then about twenty-nine Years of Age. As soon as 
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he was cut down he was put in Chains, in order to 
be hung up over against the Kings Powder House. 
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|S the want of Education appears from a 
Multitude of Instances to be the. chief Cause 
of many of those Misfortunes which befall 
Persons in the ordinary Course of Life, so 
there are some born with such a natural Inaptitude 
thereto, that no Care, no Pains, are able to conquer 
the stubborn Stupidity of their Nature, but like 'a 
knotty piece of Wood, they defy the Ingenuity of 
Others to frame anything useful out of such cross- 
grained Materials. This, as he acknowledged him- 
self upon all Occasions, was the Case of the Male- 
factor we are now speaking of, who though he was 
descended of honest and reputable Parents, who were 
willing in his younger Years to furnish him with a 
tolerable share of Learning, and put him to a good 
School, yet he was utterly incorrigible, and would 
never be brought to Read or write at all, which was 
no small Dissatisfaction to his Parents, with whom in 
other Respects he agreed tolerably well. When of 
Age to be put out Apprentice, he was placed with a 
Hatter in the City of Dublin, to whom he served his 
Time honestly and faithfully. As soon as he was 
out of his Time he came up to 'London, in order to 
become better acquainted with his Business. He 
had the good luck, though a Stranger, to get into 
good Business here, but was so unfortunate as to fall 
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into the Acquaintance of two lewd Women, who 
fatally persuaded him that thieving was an easier 
way of getting Money to supply their extravagant 
Expenses than working. He being a raw young 
Lad, unacquainted with the World, was so mad as to 
follow their Advice ; and in consequence thereof 
snatched a Show Glass out of the Shop of Mr. Lovell, 
a Goldsmith, in Bishopsgate Street, in which there 
was four Snuff-Boxes, eight Silver Medals, six pair 
of Gold Buttons, five Diamond Rings, twenty pair of 
Ear-rings, sixty four Gold Rings, several Gold Chains, 
and other rich Goods, to the amount of near £2>^o. 
With all this he got safe off, though discovered soon 
afterwards by his Folly in endeavouring to dispose 
of them. He threw aside all Hopes of Life as soon 
as he was apprehended, having no Friends to make 
Intercession likely to procure a Pardon. He was in- 
deed a poor young Creature, rather Stupid than 
Wicked, and his Vices more owing to his Folly than 
to the Malignity of. his Inclinations. He seemed to 
have a just Notion both of the Heinousness of that 
Crime which he had committed, and of the Shame 
and Ignominy he had brought upon himself and his 
Relations. He was particularly affected with the 
Miseries which were likely to fall upon his poor Wife 
for his Folly, and when the Day of his Death came, 
he seemed very easy and contented under it, de- 
claring, however, at last that he died in the Com- 
munion of the Church of Rome. He died on the 
27th of June, 1726, being then not much above 
eighteen Years old. 
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The Life of John Murrel, a Horse Stealer. 

IHIS Malefactor was descended of very- 
honest and reputable Parents, in the County 
of York, who took Care 'not only that he 
should read and write tolerably well, but 
also that he should be instructed in the Principles of 
Religion. They brought him up in their own way 
of Business, which was Grazing of Cattle, both Black 
Cattle and Horses, and afterwards selling them at 
Market. As he grew up to Manhood he settled in 
the same Occupation, farming what is called in York- 
shire a. Grazing Room, for which he paid near a 
Hundred Pounds a Year Rent, and dealt very con- 
siderably in the same way which had been followed 
by his Parents. He married a young Woman with 
a tolerable Fortune, who bore him several Children, 
five of which were alive at the.Time of his Execution, 
and lived with their Mother upon some little Estate 
she had of her own. For some Years next after his 
Marriage, he lived with tolerable Reputation in the 
Country, but being' lavish in his Expenses, he quickly 
consumed both his own little Fortune and what he 
had with his Wife ; and then failing in his Business, 
a Whim took him in the Head to come to London, 
whither also he brought his Son. Here he soon fell 
into ill Company, and getting Acquaintance with a 
Woman, whom he thought was capable of maintain- 
ing him, he married her, or at least lived with her as 
if they had been married for a considerable Space. 
The News of this reaching his Wife in the Country^ 



48 The Life of 

affected her so much that she had very nigh fallen 
into, a Fit of Sickness. Thereupon her Friends de- 
monstrated to her in vain how unreasonable a thing 
it was for her to give herself so much Pain about a 
Man who treated her at once with Unkindness and 
Injustice. In spite of their remonstrances she came 
up to London, in hopes her Presence might reclaim 
him ; but herein she was utterly mistaken, for he 
absolutely denied her to be his Wife, and even per- 
suaded his Son to deny her also for his Mother, which 
the Boy with much Fear and Confusion did ; and the 
poor Woman was forced to go down into the Country 
again, overwhelmed with Sorrow at the Ingratitude 
of one, and the Undutifulness of the other. How- 
ever, Murrel lived still on in the same Way with 
the Wom^n he had chosen for his Companion. There 
is all the Reason imaginable to suppose that he did 
not take the most honest ways of supporting himself 
and his Mistress. However, he fell into no Trouble, 
nor is there any direct Evidence of his having been 
guilty of any Dishonesty within the reach of the 
Law, until he ran away with a Mare from a Man in 
Town, as to which he excused himself by saying she; 
had formerly been his own, and that there having 
been nothing more than a verbal Contract between 
them, he thought fit to carry her off and sell her 
again. Sometime afterwards going down to Newfiasth 
Fair, for he still continued to carry on some Dealings 
in Horse-flesh, he fell there into the Company "of 
some Merchants in the same Way, who found Means 
to get great Gains and sell very cheap, by paying 
nothing at the first Hand. Among these there was 
a Countryman of his who went by the Name of 
Brown, with whom Murrel had formerly had an 
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Acquaintance. This Fellow, knowing the Company 
in general to be Persons of the same Profession, be- 
gan to talk very freely of his Practices in that way, 
viz., of Horse-stealing, and amongst other Stories 
related this : He said, he once rode away with the 
Horse of an Officer, who had just bought him with 
an Intent to ride him up to London. He carried the 
Creature into the West, and having made such altera^ 
tions in his Mane and Tail as he thought proper, sold 
him there to a Parson for thirteen Guineas, which 
was about seven less than the Horse was worth ; but 
knowing the Doctor had another Church about eight 
Miles from the Parish in which he lived, and that 
there was a little Stable at one Angle oi the Church- 
yard, where the Horse was put up during Service, he 
resolved to make bold with it again. Accordingly, 
when the People were all at Church, he picked the 
Lock of the Stable Door. Having provided himself 
with a red Coat and a Horse Soldier's Accou- 
trements, he clapped the latter on the Priest's Beast^ 
and rode him without the least Suspicion, as hard as 
he conveniently could, to Worcester. There he laid 
aside the Habit of a- Cavalier, and transforming him- 
self into the natural Appearance of a Horse-Courser, 
he sold the Horse to a Physician, telling him at the 
Time he bought it that it would be greatly the better 
for being suffered to run at Grass a Fortnight or so. 
No doubt of it, said he. I had some Design in so 
doing, yet it was sooner executed than at first it was 
intended to have been, by an Accident which hap- 
pened the very Day after the Beast came into the 
Hands of the Physician ; for one Evening, as Brown 
was taking a Walk in the Skirts of the City, who 
should he perceive but his old Cornish Parson and 
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his Footman, jogging into Town. Guilt struck him 
immediately with Apprehensions at their Errand re- 
lating to him, so that walking up and down, not 
daring to go into the Town for fear of being taken 
up, and at last supposing it the only Way to rid him 
of Danger, he caught the Horse once more in the 
Doctor s Close, and having stole a Saddle and Bridle 
out of the Inn where he lodged, he rode on him as 
far as Essex. There he remained until Northampton 
Fair, where he sold his Horse for the third Time for 
twenty-seven Guineas, to an Officer in the same 
Regiment with him from whom it had been first 
stolen. On the latter's return from /%:;2flfer.y it was 
owned, and the Captain who bought it, though he 
refused to lose his Money, gave as good a Descrip- 
tion as he could of the Person who sold it. Upon 
this the other Officer put out an Advertisement, de- 
scribing both the Man and the Horse, and offering a 
Reward of five Guineas to any person who should 
Apprehend him. This Advertisement roused both 
the Parson and the Doctor, and the former took so 
much Pains to discover him, that he was at length 
Apprehended in Cornwall, where at the Assizes he 
was Tried and Convicted for the Fact. But the 
Captain who was the original Possessor of the Horse, 
was so much pi eased, with his Ingenuity, that he pro- 
cured a Reprieve for him, and carried him abroad 
with him, where he continued until the Peace of 
Utrecht, when he returned home and fell into his old 
Way of Living, -by which he subsisted till the Time 
in which he thus fell into Company with Murrel. 
He had then bought Five or Six fine Horses, which 
had been stolen from the South, to be disposed of at 
the Fair. 
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Murrel liked the Precedent, and put it into Prac- 
tice immediately, by stealing a Brown Mare which 
belonged to yonathan Wood, for which he was 
shortly after apprehended and committed to New- 
gate. At the next Sessions at the Old Bailey he was 
tried and convicted on very clear Evidence, and 
during the Space in which he lay under Condemna- 
tion, testified a true Sorrow for his Sins, though not 
so just a Sense of that for which he died as he ought 
to have had, and which might have been reasonably 
expected ; for as Horse-stealing did not appear any 
very great Sin to him at the Time of his committing 
it, so now when he was to die for it, such an obsti- 
nate Partiality towards ourselves is there naturally 
grafted in human Nature, he could not forbear com- 
plaining of the Severity of the Law, and found fault 
with its Rigour, without considering how easily that 
Rigour might have been avoided. What seemed 
most of all to afflict him under his Misfortune was, 
that he saw his Son and nearest Relations forsake 
him, and as much as they could shun having anything 
to do with his Affairs. Of this he complained 
heavily to the Minister of the Place, during his Cour 
finement in Newgate, who, representing to him how 
justly this had befallen him, for first slighting his 
Family, aijd leaving them without the least Tender- 
ness or Respect, either to the Ties of a Husband, or 
the Duty of a Parent, he began to read his Sin in his 
Punishment, and to frame himself to a due Submis- 
sion to what he had so much merited by his Follies 
and his Crimes. When he was first brought up to 
receive Sentence, he counterfeited being dead so 
exactly, that he was brought up again to Newgate, 
but this Cheat served only to gain a little Time ; for 
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at the next Sessions he was condemned and ordered 
for Execution, which he suffered on the 27th of 
fune, 1 726, being then between forty and fifty Years 
of Age. 



The Life of William Hollis, a Thief a?id 
Housebreaker. 

IHIS unhappy Lad was born in Portugal, 
while the English Army served there in the 
late Wars. His Father was Drum-Major 
of a Regiment, but had not wherewith to 
give his Child anything but Food, and intending to 
bring him up a Soldier, he perhaps thought Learning 
an unnecessary thing to one of that Profession. 
During the first Years of his Life, the poor Boy was 
a constant Campaigner, being transported wherever 
the Regiment removed, with the same Care and 
Conveniency as the Kettle and Knapsack, the only 
thing besides himself which made up the Drum- 
Major's Equipage, When he grew big, he got, it 
seems, on board a Man of War, in the Squadron that 
sailed up the Mediteranean. This was a proper 
University for one who had been bred in such a 
School ; so that there is no Wonder he became so 
great a Proficient in all sorts of Wickedness, Gaming, 
Drinking, and Whoring, which appear not to such 
poor Creatures as Sins, but as the Pleasures of Life, 
about which they ought to spend their whole Care ; 
and indeed how should it be otherwise, where they 
know nothing that better deserves it. When he 
came home to England, his Father dying, he was 
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left totally destitute, except what care his Mother-in- 
Law was pleased to take of him, which was indeed a 
great Deal, if he would have been in any Degree 
obedient to her Instructions ; but instead of that, 
looking upon all Restraints of Liberty as the greatest 
Evil that could befall him, he, leaving his Mother's 
House, abandoned himself to procuring Money at 
any Rate to support those lewd Pleasures to which 
he had addicted himself. It happened that he lodged 
near one yohn Mattison, a working Silversmith, into 
whose House he got, and stole from thence no less 
than one hundred and forty Silver Buckles, the Goods 
of one Samuel Askmelly. For this Offence he was 
apprehended, and committed to Newgate. At the 
next Sessions he was tried, and on the Evidence of 
the Prosecutor, which was very full and direct, he 
was convicted. Having no Friends, he laid aside all 
Hopes of Life, and endeavoured, as far as his poor 
Capacity would give ham leave, to improve himself 
in the Knowledge of the Christian Faith, and to 
prepare for that Death to which his Follies and his 
Crimes had brought him. The Ordinary, in the 
Account he gives of his Death, says that he was ex- 
tremely stupid, a thing not improbable, considering 
the wretched Manner in which he had spent the 
Years of his Childhood and his Youth. However, 
at last, either his Insensibility or having satisfied 
himself with the little Evil there is in Death, com- 
pared with living in Misery and Want, furnished him 
with so much Calmness, that he suffered with greater 
Appearafice of Courage than could have been ex- 
pected from him. Just before he died he stood up 
in the Cart, and turning himself to the Spectators, 
said. Good People, I am very young, but have been 
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very wicked. It is true, I had no Educatioti, but T 
might have laboured hard and lived well for all that ; 
but Gaming and ill Company were my ruin. The 
Law hath justly brought m.e where I am, and I hope 
such young Men as see my imtimely Fate will avoid 
the Paths which lead unto it. Good People, pray for 
otir departing Souls, as we do, that God may give 
yoii all more Grace than to follow tis thither. He 
suffered with the Malefactors befoi-e mentioned, being 
at the Time of his Execution between seventeen and 
eighteen Years old. 

The Life of Thomas Smith, a Highwayman. 

|HERE is a certain commendable Tender- 
ness in Human Nature towards all who are 
under Misfortune, and this Tenderness is 
in proportion to the Magnitude of those 
Evils which we suppose the pitied Person to labour 
under. If we extend our Compassion to relieving 
their Necessities, and feeling a Regret for those 
Miseries which they undergo, we undoubtedly dis- 
charge the Duties of Humanity according to the 
Scheme both of natural Religion and the Laws laid 
down in the Gospel. Perhaps no Object ever merited 
it from juster Motives than this poor Man, who is 
the subject of the following Pages. His Parents 
were People in tolerable Circumstances in South- 
wark ; his Father was snatched from him by Death, 
while he was yet a Child ; but his Mother, as far as 
she was able, was very careful that he should not 
pass his younger Days without Instruction ; and an 
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Uncle he then had, being pleased with the docile 
Temper of the Youth, was at some Expense also 
about his Education. By this Means he came to 
read and write tolerably well, and gained some little 
Knowledge of the Latin Tongue; and having a 
peculiar sweetness in his Behaviour, it won very 
much upon his Relations, and encouraged them to 
treat him with great Indulgence. But unfortunately 
for him, by the Time he grew big enough to go out 
Apprentice, or to enter upon any other Method of 
Living, his Friends suddenly dropped off, and on 
their Death becoming in great want of Money, he 
was forced to resign all the golden Hopes he had 
formed, and for the Sake of present Subsistence sub- 
mit to becoming Footman to a Gentleman, who was 
however a very good and kind Master to him, till in 
about a Year's Time he died also, and poor Smith 
was again left at his Wits end. However, out of 
this Trouble he was relieved by an Irish Gentleman, 
who took him into his Service, and carried him over 
with him to Dublin. There he met with abundance 
of Temptations to fall into that loose and lascivious 
Course of Life, which perhaps prevails more in that 
City than in any other in Eiirope ; but he had so 
much Grace at that Time as to resist it, and after a 
Stay there of twenty Months, returned into England 
again, where he came into the Service of a third 
Master, no less indulgent to him than the two former 
had been. In this last Service an odd Accident 
befell him, in which, though I neither believe myself, 
nor incline to impose it on my Readers that there 
was anything Supernatural in the Case of it, I fancy 
the oddness of the Thing may, under the Story I am 
going to tell, not be disagreeable. 



56 The Life of 

In a Journey which Thomas had made into Here- 
fordshire with his first Master, he had contracted 
there an Acquaintance with a young Woman, 
Daughter to a Farmer, in tolerable Circumstances. 
This Girl, without saying anything to him, fell, it 
seems, desperately in Love with him, and in about 
three Months after he left the Country she died. 
One Night, after his coming to live with this last 
Master, he fancied he saw her in a Dream, that she 
stood for some Time by his Bedside, and at last said, 
Thomas, a Month or two hence you will be in danger 
of a Fever, and when that is over of a greater Mis- 
fortune. Have a Care ; you have hitherto always 
behaved as an honest Man ; do not let either Poverty 
or Misfortune tempt you to become otherwise, and 
having so said, she withdrew. In the Morning the 
Fellow was prodigiously confounded, yet made no 
Discovery of what had happened to any but the Per- 
son who lay with him, though the Thing made a very 
strong Impression on his Spirits, and might perhaps 
contribute not a little to his falling ill about the Time 
predicted by the Phantom he had seen. 

This Fever soon brought him very low, and obliged 
him to make away with most of his Things in order 
to support himself; when upon the Recovery he 
found himself in lamentable Circumstances, being 
without Friends, without Money, and out of Business. 
Unfortunately for him, coming along the Haymarket 
one Evening, he happened to follow a Gentleman 
somewhat in Liquor, who, knowing him, desired that 
he would carry him home to his House in St. Mar- 
tins Lane, to which Thomas readily agreed. But as 
they were going along thither, a Crowd gathered 
about the Gentleman, who being as quarrelsome as 
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they, took it into his Head to box one of the Mob, 
in order to the doing of which more conveniently, he 
gave Smith his Hat, his Cane, and his Wig. Smith 
held them for some time, the Mob forcing them along 
like a Torrent, till the Gentleman, whose name was 
Brown, made up a Court near Northumberland 
House, and Smith thereupon marched off with the 
things, the Necessity he was under so far blinding 
him, that he made no Scruple of attempting to sell 
them the next Day, by which Means Mr. Brown 
hearing of them, he caused Smith to be apprehended 
as a Street Robber, and to be committed to Newgate, 
though he had the good Luck notwithstanding to 
get all his Things again. It seems he visited the 
poor Man in Prison, and, if he did not prevaricate at 
his Death, made him some promises of softening at 
least, if not of dropping, the Prosecution, which, as 
Smith asserted, prevented his making such a Prepa- 
ration for his Defence as otherwise he might have 
done. This proved of very fatal Consequence to 
him, since on the Evidence of the Prosecutor he was 
convicted of the Robbery and condemned. 

Never poor Creature suffered more or severer 
Hardships in the Road of Death than this poor Man 
did, for by the time Sentence was passed, all that he 
had was gone, and he had scarce a Blanket to cover 
him from downright Nakedness, during the Space he 
lay in the Hold under Sentence. As he was better 
principled in Religion than any of the other Male- 
factors, and had retained his Reading so well as 
to assist them in their Devotions, and to supply in 
some Measure the want of somebody constantly to 
attend them in their Preparations for another World, 
so he picked up thereby such litde Assistances from 
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amongst them as prevented his being starved before 
the Time appointed for his Exeaition came. As this 
Man did not want good Sense, and was far from 
having lost what Learning he had acquired in his 
Youth, so the Terrors of an ignominious Death were 
quickly over with him, and instead of being affrighted 
with his approaching Fate, he considered it only as a 
Relief from Miseries the most piercing that a man 
could feel, under which he had laboured so long, that 
Life was become a Burthen, and the Prospect of 
Death the only Comfort that was left. He died with 
the greatest Appearance of Resolution and Tranquil- 
lity on the 3rd of August, 1726, being then about 
twenty-three years of Age. 

^•'K^^ ^^ \JV^'1^_^ ^^\J^\_^ ^^SJ'^Ti^y^ ^../^i*V'\_^ ^..y SP*^\«^ ^J>S 

The Life of Edward Reynolds, a Thief &c. 

fOTWITHSTANDING the present Age is 
so much celebrated for its excellence in 
Knowledge and Politeness, yet I am 
persuaded both these Qualities, if they are 
really greater, are yet more restrained than they have 
been any Time heretofore whatsoever. The common 
People are totally Ignorant, almost, even of the first 
Principles of Religion. They give themselves up to 
Debauchery without Restraint, and yet more Extraor- 
dinary, they fancy their Vices are great Qualifications, 
and look on all sorts of Wickedness as Merit. This 
poor Wretch who is the Subject of our present Page,, 
was put to School by his Parents, who were in Cir- 
cumstances mean enough, but from a natural Aversion 
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to all Goodness, he absolutely declined making any 
Proficiency therein. Whether he was educated to 
any Business I cannot take upon me to say, but he 
worked sX., Mop-making, and carried them about to 
the Country Fairs for Sale, by which he got a Com- 
petency at least, and therefore had not by any Means 
the ordinary Excuse of Necessity ; on the contrary, he 
was drawn to the greatest Part of those Evils which 
he committed, and which consequently brought on 
those which he suffered, by frequenting the Riitg at 
'Moorfields, a Place which, since it Occurs so often in 
these Memoirs, puts me under a kind of Necessity to 
describe it, and the Customs of those who frequent it. 
. It lies between Upper 2X^6. Middle Moorfields ; and 
as People of Rank when they turn vicious, frequent 
Places where under Pretence of seeing one Diversion 
in which, perhaps, there is no moral Evil, they either 
make Assignations for Lewdness, or Parties for 
Gaming or Drinking, and so by degrees ruin their 
Estates, and leave the Character of Debauchees behind 
them, so those of meaner Rank come thither to par- 
take of the Diversions of Cudgel-Playing, Wrestlings, 
Quoits, and other robust Exercises, which are now 
and then softened by a Game at Toss-up, Httstle-Cap, 
or Nine-Holes, which quickly brings on Want, and 
. the Desire continuing, naturally inclines them to look 
out for some Means to recruit. And so when the 
Evening is spent in Gaming, the Night induces them 
to thieve under its cover, that they may have where- 
with to supply the Expenses of the ensuing Day. 
And hence it comes to pass that this Place and these 
Practices hath ruined more young people, such as 
Apprentices, Journeymen, Errand-Boys, &c., than 
any other Seminary of Vice in Town ; but it is Time 
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that we should now return to the Affairs of him who 
hath occasioned this Digression. 

Reynolds found out in the Neighbourhood 
of this Place a little Ale-house, to which he every 
night resorted. There were Abundance of wicked 
Persons who used to meet there, in order to go upon 
their several villainous Ways of getting Money, 
Reynolds, whose Head was always full of discovering 
some Method by which he might live more at Ease 
than he did by Working, listened very attentively to 
what passed amongst them. One Barnham, who had 
formerly been a Waterman, was highly distinguished 
at these Meetings, for his consummate Knowlege in 
every Branch of the Art and Mystery of Cheating. 
He had followed such Practices for near twenty 
Years, and commonly when they came there at Night 
they formed a Ring about the Place where he sat, 
and listened with the greatest Delight to those Rela- 
tions of evil Deeds which his Memory recorded. It 
happened one Evening, when these worthy Persons 
were assembled together, that their Orator took it in 
his Head to harangue them on the several Altera- 
tions which the Science of Stealing had gone through, 
from the Time of his becoming acquainted with its 
Professors. In former Days, said he, Knights of the 
Road were a kind of Military Order, into which none . 
but decayed Gentlemen presumed to intrude them- 
selves ; if a younger Brother ran out his allowance, or 
if a young Heir spent his Estate before he had 
bought a tolerable Understanding ; if an under 
Courtier lived above his Income, or a Subaltern Officer 
laid out twice his Pay in rich Suits and fine Laces : 
this was the way they took to Recruit, and if they 
had but money enough left to procure a good Horse 



Edward Reynolds, a Thief. 6i 

and a Case of Pistols, there was no Fear of their 
keeping up their Figure a year or two, till their Faces 
were known, and then upon a Discovery they 
generally had Friends good enough to prevent their 
Swinging, and who, ten to one, provided handsomely 
for them afterwards, for fear of their meeting with a 
second Mischance, and thei^eby bringing a Stain upon 
their Family. But now-a-Days a petty Alehouse- 
keeper, if he gives too much Credit, a Cheesemonger 
whose Credit grows rotten, or a Mechanic that is 
weary of living by his Fingers' Ends, makes no more 
ado when he finds his Circumstances uneasy, whips 
into a Saddle, and thinks to get all things retrieved 
by the Magic of those two formidable Words, Stand 
and Deliver ; from whence the Profession is grown 
scandalous, since all the World knows that the same 
Methods now make an Highwayman, that some 
Years ago would have got a C — m — ss — n. But 
hark ye, says one of the Company, in the Days of 
those Gentlemen Highwaymen, was there no Way 
left for a poor Man to get his Living out of the Road 
of Honesty ? Pooh 1 Ay, replied Barnham, a 
Hundred ; Men were more ingenious then than they 
are now, and the Fellows were so dexterous that it 
was dangerous for a Man to laugh who had a good 
set of Teeth, for Fear of having them Stole. They 
made nothing of whipping Hats and Wigs off at 
Noon-day, whipping Swords from Folks' Sides when 
it grew Dusk, or making a Midnight visit, in spite of 
Locks, Bolts, Bars, and such other little Impedi- 
ments, to old Misers, who kept their Gold moulding 
in Chests, till such honest Fellows at the hazard of 
their Lives, came to set it at Liberty. For my part, 
continued he, I believe Queen Annes War swept 
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away the last Remains of these brave Spirits ; for 
since the Peace of Utrac (as I think they call it), we 
have had a wondrous growth of Blockheads, even in 
our Business ; and if it were not for Shepherd and 
Frazier, a hundred Years hence, they would not 
think that in our Times there were Fellows bold 
enough to get Sixpence out of a legal Road, or dare 
to do anything without a Quirk of the Law to screen 
them. 

All his Auditors were wondrously pleased with 
such Discourses as these, and when the Liquor had 
a little warmed them, would each in their Turns tell 
a multitude of Stories they had heard of the Boldness, 
Cunning, and Dexterity of the Thieves who lived 
before them. In all Cases whatever. Evil is much 
sooner learnt than Good, and a Night's Debauch 
makes ten Times a greater Impression on the Spirits 
than the most eloquent Sermon. People between 
the Liquor and the Tales begin to form new Ideas to 
themselves of Things, and instead of looking on 
Robbery as a Rapine, and Stealing as that villainous 
Method of Defrauding another, they, on the Contrary, 
take the first for a gallant Action, and the latter for a 
dexterous piece of Cunning, by either of which they 
acquire the Means of indulging themselves in what 
best suits their Inclinations, without the fatigue of 
Business, or the Drudgery of hard Labour. Reynolds, 
though a very stupid Fellow, soon became a Convert 
to these Notions, and lost no Time in putting them 
into Execution, for the next Night he took from a 
Person, who, it seems, knew him and his haunts well 
enough, a Coat and a Shilling, which, when he came 
to be Indicted for the Fact, he pretended were given 
him to prevent his Charging the Prosecutor with an 
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Attempt to commit Sodomy, — an Excuse which is of 
late years grown as common with the Men, as it has 
long been with the Women, to pretend Money was 
given them for flogging Folks when they have been 
brought to the Bar, for picking it out of their Pockets, 
hoping by this Reverberation of Ignominy to blacken 
each other, that the yz^rj/ rhay believe neither. How- 
ever, in this Case, it must be acknowledged that 
Reynolds went to Death with this Assertion, that he 
received the Coat and the Shilling on the before- 
mentioned Account, and that he did not take it by 
Violence, which was the Crime whereof he was 
convicted. 

He had married a poor Wonian, who lived in very 
good Reputation both before and after his Execution. 
By her he had three Children, and though he had 
loiig Associated himself with other Women, and left 
her to provide for the poor Infants, yet he was 
extremely offended because she did not send' him 
Money as much as he wanted under his Confinement, 
and could not forbear treating her with very ill Lan- 
guage when she came to see him under his Misfor- 
tunes. As he was a Fellow of little Parts, and no 
Education, so his Behaviour under condemnation was 
confused and unequal, as it is reasonable to suppose 
it should be, since he had nothing to support his 
Hopes, or to Comfort him against those Fears of 
Death which are inseparable from Human Nature. 
However, he sometimes discovered an Inclination to 
learn somewhat of Religion, would listen attentively 
while Smith was Reading, and as well as his gross 
capacity would give him leave, would pray for Mercy 
and Forgiveness. At Chapel he behaved himself 
decently, if not . devoutly, and being by his Misfor- 
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tunes removed from the Company of those who 
seduced him first into his Vices, he began to have 
some Idea of the Use of Life when he was going to 
leave it ; and his Thoughts had received certain 
Ideas, though very imperfect ones, of Death and a 
future State, when the Punishment appointed by Law, 
sent him to experience them. He died on the 23rd 
oi Atigust, 1726, being then upwards of twenty -six 
Years of Age. 



The Life of John Claxton, alias Johnston, 
a Thief &c. 

|HIS Unhappy Malefactor was amongst the 
Number of those who through Want of 
Education are the more easily drawn into 
the Prosecution of such Practices as become 
fatal to them. His Father was a common Sailor 
belonging to the Town of Sunderland, who had it 
not in his Power to bring him up in a very extraordi- 
nary Manner, and what little he was able to do was 
frustrated by the evil Inclinations of his Son, who 
who instead of applying himself closely while he 
remained at School, loitered away his Time, and 
made littie or no Proficiency there. His Head, as 
those of most Seamen s Children do, ran continually 
on Voyages and seeing Foreign Countries, with 
which roving Temper the Father too readily com- 
plied, and while yet a Boy, unacquainted with any 
Kind of Learning, and unsettled in the Principles of 
Religion, he was sent forth into the World to pick up 
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either as he could. The first Voyage he made was 
up the Straits, where he touched at Gibraltar, and 
went soon after to Leghorn, the Port to which they 
were bound. Being a young sprightly Lad, the Mate 
carried him on Shore with him, and being a Man of 
Intrigue, made use of him to go between him and an 
Irish Woman, who was married to an Italian Cap- 
tain of a Ship. At the Time they were in Italy, the 
Lady's Husband was in Sicily, and they therefore 
apprehended themselves to be secure. She proposed 
to the Mate the carrying c& Jewess, and other Things, 
to the Amount of some Thousand Crowns, and then 
flying with him from Italy. The Project had 
certainly succeeded, if it had not been for their 
Imprudence ; for the Mate, who passed for. her 
Cousin, being continually in the Plouse for three 
Days before the Ship went away, a Suspicion entered 
into some of the Neighbours, as, they often do 
amongst Italians, that there was something more 
than ordinary concealed under the frequency of his 
Visits. They therefore despatched a Messenger to 
Signor Stephana di Calvo, the Captain's Brother, with 
an account of their Surmises, who came immediately 
to Leghorn, and going directly to his brother's House, 
found his Sister had packed up all his valuable 
Effects, and having loaded the Boy with as much as 
he could carry, was on the Point of setting out with 
him for the Vessel. Stephano dragged her back into 
an inner Apartment, where he locked her in, and 
afterwards fastened the Doors of the outward Apart-, 
ment, through which they passed thither. But jfack 
seeing how Things went, laid down his Burden, and 
fled as hard as he could drive to the Port, where he 
gave Notice to his Master, oi their Disappointment, 
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and caused the Vessel immediately to weigh Anchor, 
and stand to Sea, fearing the Consequences of the 
Affair, which he knew would make a great Noise, 
and might possibly turn to the Detriment of his 
Owners. Claxton had hitherto done nothing that 
was criminal within the Eye of the Law, though 
while at Sea he was continually employed in some 
mischievous Trick or other. When he came into 
England, the Ship happened to go to Yarmouth, and 
after a short Stay there, he married a young Woman, 
who had some little Matter of Money, with which he 
proposed to do for himself some little Matter at Sea, 
and taking the greatest Part of it with him, came up 
to London in order to see after a good Voyage. 

But this was the most fatal Journey he ever made ; 
for falling, unfortunately, into the Hands of ill 
Women and their Companions, they quickly drew 
him to be as bad as themselves ; so that, forgetting 
the poor Woman he had married, and regardless of 
the Business which brought him up to Town, he gave 
himself up entirely to the Pursuit of such Villanies 
as they taught him, and in a short Space became as 
expert a Proficient as any in the Gang. Some of 
them had consulted together to rob a Woodmonger's 
House of a considerable Quantity of Plate, but there 
was one Difficulty to be encountered, without over- 
coming which there were no hopes of success. The 
Woodmonger's Maid carried up the Keys every Night 
to her Master, the outer Court having a Gate to it, 
and unless they could fall upon some Stratagem 
either to prevent its being shut, to gain the means of 
unlocking it, their attempt was certainly in vain. In 
order to bring this to pass, they put fack, who was a 
neat little Fellow, into a very good Habit, and found 
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Means to introduce him to the Acquaintance of the 
Wench at a neighbouring Chandler s Shop, where he 
took Lodgings, and in a Fortnight's Time prevailed 
upon Mrs. Ajine to come out at Twelve of the Clock 
to meet him, which she could not do without leaving 
the great Gate ajar, having first carried up the Key- 
to her Master, though for her own conveniency she 
had thus left it upon a single Lock. While she and 
her Sweetheart were drinking Pitnch, and making 
merry together, the rest of the Confederates got into 
the House, and carried away Silver Plate to the 
Value of ;^8o, leaving everything behind them in 
such good Order, that the Maid, who was a little 
tipsy into the Bargain, discovered nothing that Night, 
and going to acquaint her Lover with the Accident 
as sQon as it was found out, she was to her great 
Surprise informed that he had removed, having car- 
ried away all his Things before his Landlord and 
Landlady were up. The Girl carefully concealed 
this Passage, knowing how fatal it would be to her 
if it should reach her Master's Ears ; but for her 
Spark, she heard no more of him until his Commit- 
ment to Newgate for another Fact, for which he was 
ordered for transportation. 

Being on board the Vessel with the Rest of the 
■ Convicts, he soon procured the Favour of the Master 
to be let out upon Deck, and being a strong able 
Sailor, ingratiated himself so far as to meet no worse 
Usage than any other Sailor in the Ship. On their 
Arrival at the Canaries, where by Stress of Weather 
they were obliged to put in, a Quarrel happened 
between the Master of their Vessel and the Captain 
of a Jamaica Ship homeward bound. It ended in a 
Duel with Sword and Pistol, and the Captain of the 
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Transport carried fohn with him, who behaved so 
well upon this Occasion, that he promised him his 
Liberty as soon as they arrived in America, which he 
honourably performed, and fack was so indefatigable 
in his Endeavours to get home, that he arrived in 
London six Weeks before his Captain came back. 
He herded again with his old Crew, though before 
he was able to do much Mischief amongst them he 
was apprehended for returning from Transportation, 
and was at the next Sessions for the same tried and 
convicted. By this Time the Captain who had car- 
ried him out was arrived, and hearing of Johns 
Misfortune, he made such Interest as procured the 
Sentence of Death to be changed into a second 
Transportation. Such narrow Escapes, one would 
have imagined, might have taught him how dangerous 
a Thing it was to dally with the Laws of the Nation 
in any respect whatsoever ; and yet no sooner was 
he on Shore in New England, where the Master 
took Care to provide him with as easy a Service as a 
Man could have wished, than, as soon as the Cap- 
tains Back was turned, he found Means to give the 
Planter the Slip, and in nine Months' Time revisited 
London a second Time. Whether he intended to 
have gone on in the- old Trade or no, it is impossible 
for us to determine, but of this we are certain, that 
he had not been in England many Weeks ere a 
Person who made it his Business to detect such as 
returned from Transportation, clapped him up in his 
old Lodging at Newgate, brought him to Trial, and 
convicted him the third Time. As soon as he had 
received Sentence, he relinquished all Hopes of Life, 
and as in all this Time he had never made any 
Enquiry after his Wife at Yarmouth, so he would not 
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now bring an Odium upon her and her Family by- 
sending to them, and making his Misfortune public 
in the Place where they lived. The Man seemed to 
be of an easy tractable . Disposition, readily yielding 
to whatever those who conversed with him desired 
to bring him to, whether it were good or evil. He 
attended with great seeming Piety and Devotion to 
the Books which Thomas Smith read to his Fellow 
Prisoners, and gained thereby a tolerable Notion of 
the Duty oi Repentance, and that Faith which Men 
ought to have in Jesus Christ. Thus by degrees he 
brought himself to a perfect Indifference as to Life 
or Death, and at the Place of Execution, shewed 
neither by Change of Colour or any other Symptom 
any extraordinary Fear of his approaching Dissolu- 
tion. After having conformed devoutly to the Prayers 
said by the Ordinary, and after a short private 
Devotion, he submitted to his Fate with the 
aforementioned Malefactors Smith and Reynolds, 
being then about twenty-eight Years old or there- 
abouts. 

The Life of John Cartwright, a Thief 

IH E Career of this Criminal is remarkable as 
shewing how far Youth, even of the 
best Principle, is liable to be led astray 
by the corrupting influence of bad Com- 
panions. John Cartwright was born of respectable 
Parents, who gave him a good Education. He 
soon displayed great Capacity, and they were in 
hopes he would not find it difficult to get his Bread. 
He lived with several Persons in the Country with 
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unspotted Reputation, until at last a Whim came 
into his Head of coming up to London. An Uncle 
of his procured him a very good Service with one 
Mr. Ckauvin, a Mercer in Paternoster Row, with 
whom he staid for some time with great Satisfaction 
on both sides ; for his Master was highly pleased 
with the careful Industry of the young Man's 
Temper, and Cartwright on the other Side had not 
the least Keason to complain, considering the great 
Kindness and Indulgence with which he was used ; 
but some young Fellows of loose Principles taking 
Notice of Cartwright s easy and tractable Temper, 
quickly drew him in to become fond of their Com- 
pany and Conversation. 

Every other Sunday he was permitted to go out 
where he would until Nine o' Clock at Night ; and 
these young Fellows meeting at a fine Alehouse not 
far from his Master's House, whither they began to 
bring Yorkshire John (as they called him), there 
they usually ran over the Description of the Diver- 
sions of the Town, and of those Places round about 
it, which are most Remarkable for the Resort of Com- 
pany. These were new Scenes to poor John, who was 
unacquainted with any Representation better than a 
puppet-show, or Recreation of a superior Nature to 
Bull-Baitings or a Country Fair, and therefore his 
Thoughts were extremely taken up with all he heard ; 
and his Companions were so obliging that they took 
abundance of Pains to satisfy such Questions as he 
asked them, and often solicited him to go and partake 
with them at Plays, Dancing Bouts, and all the 
various Divertisements, to which young unthinking 
Youths are addicted. He wanted not many 
Entreaties to comply with their Request; but Money, 
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the main Ingredient in such DeHghts, was wanting, 
and of this he at last acknowledged his Deficiency to 
one of the young Men his Companions. He took no 
notice of it at that time, farther than to wish he had 
more, and to tell him a young Man of his Spirit 
ought never to be without, and that there were Ways 
enough to get it, if a man had Courage. He 
repeated these Insinuations often without explaining 
them at all, till frequent Stories of the fine Sights at 
the Theatres and elsewhere had so far raised poor 
Johns Curiosity, that he one Evening entreated his 
Companion to let him into the Bottom of what he 
meant. The Cunning Villain turned it at first into 
a Jest, and continued to banter him about his being 
a Country-Put, and so forth, until he perceived it 
was past twelve o'Clock, and knew that it was too 
late for him to get in at Home. Then he told him, 
" That if he'd promise never to reveal it, he'd tell 
him what he meant." John being full of Liquor, 
swore he would not, and the other- in return replied, 
why here, you stand complaining of the Want of 
Money, while, I warrant you, there's a hundred or 
two Pounds in your Master's Drawer under the 
Counter. Maybe there is, said Cartwright; but 
what's that to me ? Nay, replied the other, nothing 
if you have not the Courage to go and fetch it ; why 
now, you can get in, I'm sure; come, I'll put you in a 
Way of never being taken. Cartwright was half 
drunk, remembered that there was a Parcel of Gold 
in the Drawer, and that it was in his Power to get at 
a Silver Watch and some Plate, so that he fatally 
yielded to the Temptations of his Companion, and 
thereupon the next Morning, conveyed to him the 
Watch, Fourscore Pounds in Money, and three 
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Silver Spoons. They shared the Booty of the 
greatest Part, of which Cartwright was quickly 
cheated, and though he fled with the Remainder as 
far as Monmouthshire in Wales, yet some way or 
other he was there detected, committed first Prisoner 
to the County Goal, and then sent up to London, 
where in a few Days after his Arrival he was tried 
and convicted. Never poor Wretch suffered deeper 
Affliction than he did, in the Reflection of his Follies, 
for giving up all hopes of Life, he spent the whole 
Interval of Time between Sentence and Execution 
in grieving for the Sorrows he had brought upon 
himself, and the Stain his ignominious Death would 
leave upon his Family. His Companion, in the 
meantime, was fled far enough out of the Reach of 
Justice, so that Cartwright had nothing to expect 
but Death, to which he patiently submitted, 
acknowledging upon all Occasions the Justice of 
that Sentence which had befallen him, and wish- 
ing that his Death might be ' sufficient to warn 
other young Men in such Circumstances as his 
once were, from falling into Faults of that kind, 
which had brought him to Ruin and Shame. Yet 
though he laid aside all Desires relating to worldly 
Things, he expressed a little Peevishness from the 
Neglect shewn towards him by his Friends in the 
Country, who, though they knew well enough of 
his Misfortunes, yet absolutely declined doing any- 
thing for him, from a Notion, perhaps that it might 
reflect upon themselves. Cartwright above all 
things manifested a due Sense of the Ingratitude 
he had been guilty of towards so good a Master as 
the Gentleman whom he robbed had been to him ; 
he therefore prayed for his Prosperity even with his 
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last Breath, and declared he died without Malice or 
ill Will against any Person whatsoever. At the 
Place of Execution he attended very devoutly to the 
Prayers, but did not say anything to the People, 
more than to beg them to take Warning by him, 
after the Rope was fixed about his Neck. He was 
executed at Tyhtrn on Monday the 2 1 st of Septem- 
ber, 1726, being then about twenty-three Years of 
Age. 

The Life of Frances, alias Mary Blacket, 
an Highwaywoman. 

lOTHING deserves Observation more than 
the Resolution, or rather Obstinacy, with 
which some Criminals deny the Facts they 
have committed, though ever so evidently 
proved against theni. There are two Evils which 
follow from a hasty Judgment formed from this Con- 
sideration, the first is, that People either instigated 
through Malice, or rashly and by Mistake swear 
against innocent Persons, from a Presumption that 
nobody would be so wicked as to die with a Lie in 
his Mouth. The other Fault consists in imagining 
the Prosemtors never in the Wrong, and believing 
that Covetousness or Revenge can never bring 
People up to such a Pitch as to take away the Life 
of another to gain Money, or to glut their Passions. 
Our Experience convinces us, that either of these 
Notions taken generally is wrong in itself, and that, 
as many have died in the Profession of Falsehoods, 
so sopie have suffered though Innocent of the Crime 
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for which they died. The true Use, therefore, of 
this Reflection is, that where Life is concerned, too 
much Care cannot be taken to sift the Truth, since 
Appearances often deceive us, and Circumstances are 
sometimes strong where the Evidence, if the whole 
Affair were known, would be but weak. 

Mary Blacket, which was the real Name of this 
unfortunate Woman, was the Daughter of very mean 
Parents, who yet were so careful of her Education 
that they brought her up to read and write tolerably 
well, and to do everything which could be expected 
for a Household Servant, which was the best Station 
they ever expected she should arrive at. When she 
grew big enough to go out, they procured for her a 
Service, in which, as well as in several others, while 
a single Woman, she lived with very good Reputa- 
tion. After this she married a Sailor, and, for all 
her Neighbours knew, lived by hard work while he 
was abroad, when on a sudden she was taken up and 
committed to Newgate, for assaulting William 
Whittle on the Highway, and taking from him a 
Watch, value £\ and 6d. in' Money, on the 6th of 
August, 1726. When Sessions came on, the Prose- 
cutor appeared and swore the Fact positively upon, 
her, whereupon the Jury found her guilty, though 
she at the Bar declared with Abundance of Asseve- 
rations, that she never was guilty of anything of the 
Sort in her Life, and insisted on it, that the Man was 
mistaken in her Face. While under Sentence of 
Death, she behaved herself with great Devotion, and 
seemed to express no Concern at leaving the World, 
excepting only her Apprehensions that her Child 
would neither be taken care of, nor educated so well 
after her Decease, at the Charge of the Parish, as 
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Jiltherto it had been. Yet with Respect to the Crime 
for which she was to die, she still continued to pro- 
fess her Innocence thereof, averring that she had 
never been concerned in injuring anybody by Theft, 
and charging the Oath of the Prosecutor wholly upon 
his Mistake, and not upon any wilful Design to do 
her Prejudice. She as well at Chapel as in the Place 
of her Confinement, declared she absolutely forgave 
him who had brought her to that ignominious End, 
as freely as she hoped Forgiveness from her Creator ; 
and with these Professions she left the World, at 
Tyburn, on the same Day with the before mentioned 
Malefactor, being then about thirty-four Years of 
Age, persisting even at the Place of Execution in the 
Denial of the Fact. 



The Life of Jane Holmes, alias Barret, alias 
Frazer, a Shoplifter. 

|N the Summer of the Year 1 726, Shoplifting 
became so common a Practice, and so De- 
trimental to the Shopkeepers, that they made 
an Application to the Government for As- 
sistance in apprehending the Offenders, and in order 
thereto,. the Offer of a Reward and a Pardon for any 
who would discover their Associates in such Practices. 
It was not long before by their Vigilance and Warmth 
in carrying on the Prosecution, they seized and com- 
mitted several of the most notorious Shoplifters about 
Town, and at the next ensuing Sessions convicted 
six or seven of them, which seems to have pretty 
well broken the Neck of this Branch of Thieving 
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ever since. The Malefactor of whom we are now 
speaking pretended to have been the Daughter of a 
Gentleman of some Rank in a Northern County. 
Certain it is, that the Woman had had a tolerable 
Education, and neither in her Person nor in her Be- 
ha,viour betrayed anything of a vulgar Birth. Yet 
those whom she called her nearest Relations, abso- 
lutely disowneclh^her on her Application to them, and 
would not be prevailed on to take any Steps whatso- 
ever in order to procure her a Reprieve. 

Between fifteen and sixteen Years old, she came 
up to London to her Aunt, much, as she pretended, 
against the Will of her Relations. At that Time she 
was not ugly, and therefore a young Fellow in the 
Neighbourhood began to be very assiduous in his 
Courtship to her, hoping also that the Persons she 
talked of as her Father and Brothers in the Country 
would give him a Sum of Money to set up his Trade. 
Miss Jenny was a forward Lass, and the Fellow 
being a spruce young Spark, soon prevailed over her 
Affections, and they were accordingly privately mar- 
ried, though it proved not much to her Advantage, 
For her Husband finding no Money come, began to 
use her indifferently, upon which she fell into that 
Sort of Business which goes under the Name of a 
Holland's Trader, and gives the best Opportunities 
of vending Goods that are ill come by, at a tolerable 
Price, and with little Danger. Whether in the Life- 
time of this Husband or afterwards, I cannot say, but 
she fell into the Acquaintance of the famous Jona- 
than Wild, and possibly received some of his Instruc- 
tions in managing her Affairs in the Disposal of 
Stolen Goods ; but as Jonathans Friendships were 
mostly fatal, so in about a Year's Time afterwards 
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she was apprehended upon that Score, and shortly 
after tried and convicted, and thereupon ordered for 
Transportation. She continued abroad for two 
Years or somewhat more ; and then under Pretence 
of Love to her Children ventured over to England 
again, where it was not long before she got acquainted 
with her old Crew, who, if they were to be believed 
upon their Oaths, were even inferior to her in the 
Art and Mystery of Shoplifting. However it was, 
whether by selling Stolen Goods, or by stealing 
them, certain it is that she ran into so much Money 
that an Irish Sharper thought fit, about Christmas 
before her Death, to marry her, in order to possess 
' himself of her Effects, which, without Ceremony, he 
did upon her being last apprehended, disposing of 
everything she had, and taking away particularly a 
large Purse of old Gold, which by her Industry she 
had collected against a Rainy Day. The Woman 
who became an Evidence against her, swore so posi- 
tively on the several Indictments, and what she said 
was corroborated with so many Circumstances, that 
the fury found her guilty on the four following In- 
dictments, viz., for privately stealing twenty Yards 
of Straw-Grotmd brocaded Silk, Value £\o, the 
Goods of jfohn Moon and Richard Stone, on the ist 
of June, 1726 ; 2. Of privately stealing in the shop 
of Mr. Mcitthew Herbert forty Yards of Pink coloured 
Mantua Silk, Value £\o, on the ist of May in the 
same Year ; 3. Of privately stealing, in Company 
with Mary Robinson, a Silver Cup of the Value of 
£% the Goods of Elizabeth Dobbinson, on the 7th of 
January ; 4. Of privately stealing, in the Company 
of Mary Robinson aforesaid, eighty Yards of Cherry 
coloured Mantua Silk, Value ^5, the Goods of 
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foseph Botirn and Mary Harper, on the 24th of 
December. 

Notwithstanding the Clearness of the Evidence 
given against her, while under Sentence of Death 
she absolutely denied, not only the several Facts of 
which she was convicted, but of her having been ever 
guilty of* any Theft during her whole Life. Yet she 
confessed her Acquaintanceship with fonalkan 
Wild, nay, and went so far as to own having bought 
stolen Goods, and disposed of them, by which she 
had got great Sums of Money. She was exceedingly • 
uneasy at the Thoughts of dying, and left no Method 
untried to have procured a Reprieve, venting herself 
in most opprobrious Terms against some whom she 
would have put upon procuring it for her, by pre- 
tending to be their near Relation, though the People 
knew very well that she had nothing to do with them 
or their Family. She had been reproved by the 
Ministers who assisted the Condemned Persons for 
making such Pretensions, yet she still persisted 
therein, and on the Ordinary of Newgate s acquaint- 
ing her that the Gentleman she called her Father 
died the Week before suddenly, she fell into a great 
Agony of crying, and as soon as she came a litrie to 
herself, reproached, though in very modest Terms, 
the unnatural Conduct of those she still averred to 
be so nearly related to her. No one could be more 
fond than she was of her Children, who were brought 
to Newgate to see her, and over whom she wept 
bitterly, and expressed great Concern at her not; 
having saved wherewith to support them in their 
tender Years. At last, when she lost all Hopes of 
Life, instead of growing calmer, and becoming recon- ■- 
ciled to Death, as is frequent enough with Persons 
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in that sad Condition, on the Contrary she became 
more impatient than ever, flew out into excessive 
Passions, and behaved heirself with such Vehemence 
and Flights of RaiHng, that she did not a Httle dis- 
turb those who lay under Sentence in the same Place 
with her. For this she was reprimanded by the 
Keepers, and exhorted to alter her Behaviour by the 
Minister of the Place, which had at last so good an 
Effect upon her, that she became more quiet for the 
last two or three Days of her Life, in which she pro- 
fessed herself exceedingly grieved for the many 
Offences of her mispent Life, declaring she heartily 
forgave the Woman who was an Evidence against 
her, and who she believed was much wickeder than 
herself, because, as this Criminal pretended, she had 
varied not a little from the Truth. At the Place of 
Execution she was more composed than could have 
been expected, and with many Prayers that her Life 
might prove a Warning to others, she yielded up her 
last Breath at Tyburn on the same Day with the 
before mentioned Malefactors, being then about 
thirty-four Years of Age. 



The Life of Katherine FitzpatrIck, alias Green, 
alias Bos WELL, a Notorious Shoplifter. 

IJFTER once the Mercers had got Burton, 
who was the Evidence, into their Hands, 
she quickly detected Nifmbers of her Con- 
federates, several of whom were appre- 
hended, and chiefly on her Evidence convicted. 
Amongst the Rest was this Katherine Fitzpatrick, 
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who was born in Lincolnshire, of Parents far from 
being in low Circumstances, and who were careful to 
bestow on her a tolerable Education. In the 
Country she discovered a little too much Forward- 
ness, and though London was a very improper Place 
to hope for her Amendment in, yet hither her 
Friends sent her, where she quickly fell into such 
Company as deprived her of all Sentiments, either 
of Virtue or Honesty. What Practices she might 
pursue before she fell into Shoplifting, I have not 
been able to learn, and will not therefore impose 
upon my Readers, at the Expense of a poor 
Creature who is so long ago gone to answer for her 
Offences, which, as they were doubtless many of 
themselves, so they shall never be increased by me. 
Being a Woman of a tolerable Person, notwith- 
standing her not having the best of Characters, she 
got a Man in the Mind to marry her, to whom she 
made an indifferently good Wife ; and though he 
was not altogether clear from knowing of her being 
concerned with Shoplifters, yet he was so far from 
giving her the least Encouragement therein, that 
they were on the Contrary continually quarrelling 
upon this Subject ; and whenever from any Circum- 
stances he guessed she had been a Thieving, he 
beat her severely. Yet all this was to no Purpose, 
she still continued to tread in the old Path, and 
associated herself with a large Number of Women, 
who were at this Time busy in stealing Silks 
privately out of the Shops, either in the Absence of 
the Master, or under the Pretence of seeing others. 
It is observable not only oi Katherine Fitzpatrick, of 
whom we are now speaking, but also of all the 
Persons who died for this Offence, that they were 
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extremely shy of making particular- Confessions, 
though ready enough to confess in general, that they 
had been grievous Sinners, and that the Punishment 
they were to undergo was very just from the Hand 
of God. Fitzpatrick, as well as the former Criminal 
Holmes, charged Bttrton the Evidence with Disin- 
genuity in what she delivered on her Oath against 
them, and yet Fitzpatrick could not absolutely deny 
her having been guilty of a Multitude of Offences as 
to Shoplifting, so that it is highly probable if the 
Evidence erred a little in immaterial Circumstances, 
yet in the main she swore Truth. 

The particular Facts on which Fitzpatrick was 
convicted, were stealing privately 19 Yards of Green 
Damask, valued at ^9, the Goods of Joseph Giffard 
and John Ravenal, on July the 29th, 1724. 
2. Taking jo Yards of Green Satin out of the Shop 
of John Moon and Richard Stone, Value ^3, on the 
\o\}a. oi February, 1724-5. 3. Privately stealing, in 
Company with another Person, 50 Yards of Green 
Mantua, Value .i^io, the Goods of John Autt, May 
the 5th, 1725. 4. For privately steaHng 63 Yards 
of Modena and Pink Italian Mantua, the Goods of 
Joshua Fairy, February 24, 1 724-5. These Dates 
were all of them somewhat more than a Twelve- 
month before the Time of her Apprehension ; and 
she insisted on it, that she had left off committing 
any such thing for a considerable Space, which made 
the Evidence envy her, and so brought on the Pro- 
secution. As she was a Woman of good natural 
Parts, and had not utterly lost that Education which 
had been bestowed upon her, she was not near so 
much confused at the Apprehensions of Death as 
People in her Circumstances usually are. She said 
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she was glad she had made some Reformation in her 
Life before this great Evil came upon her, because 
she hoped her Repentance was the more sincere, as 
it had not proceeded from force. Yet she was very 
desirous of Life when first condemned ; and, as well 
as Mrs. Holmes, pleaded her Belly, in hopes her 
Pregnancy might have prevented her Execution. 
But a Jury oi Matrons found neither of them to be 
with quick Child ; yet both to the Time of their 
Death averred they were so, and seemed exceedingly 
uneasy that their Children should die violent Deaths 
within them. 

When the Time of her Execution drew very near, 
she called her Thoughts totally off from worldly 
Affairs, and seemed to apply herself to the great 
Business which lay before her with an Earnestness 
and Assiduity seldom to be seen in such People. 
The Assistances she had from her Friends abroad 
were not large, but she contented herself with a very 
spare Diet, being unwilling that anything should call 
her off from Penitence and Religious Duties. She 
seemed to have entirely weaned her Affections from 
the Desire of Life, and never shewed any extraordi-^ 
nary Emotion but on the Visit of her youngest Child 
in the Nurse's Arms, at the first Sight of which she 
fell into strong Convulsion Fits ; out of which she was 
not brought without great Difficulty. She sometimes 
expressed 9, little Uneasiness at the Misfortunes 
which had befallen her after she had left off that Way 
of Living ; but upon her being spoken to by several 
reverend Persons, who explained and vindicated the 
Wisdom and Justice of Providence, she acquiesced 
under its Decrees, and without murmuring submitted 
to her Fate. A little before she died, she with the 
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Rest of the Shoplifters were asked some Questions 
concerning one Mrs. Susanna Barker, who was 
suspected of having been in some Degree concerned 
with her. Mrs. Fitzpatrick and Mrs. Holmes each 
of them declared that they knew nothing Evil con- 
cerning her. Mrs. Fitzpatrick did indeed say that 
she had some little Acquaintance with the Woman, 
and knew that she got her Living by selling Coffee, 
Tea, and some other little things, yet never was con- 
cerned in any ill Practices in Relation to them, or 
any Body else she knew of. After having done this 
public Justice, she with great Meekness yielded up 
her Breath at Tyburn, the 6th of September, 1726, 
being then about thirty-eight Years of Age. 

The Life of Mary Robinson, a Shoplifter. 

IHE Indiscretions of Youth are always pitied 
and often excused even by those who suffer 
mostly by them ; but when Persons grown 
up to Years of Discretion continue to 
pursue with Eagerness the most flagitious Courses, 
and grow in Wickedness as they grow in Age, Pity 
naturally forsakes us, and they appear in so execra- 
ble a Light, that instead of having Compassion for 
their Misfortunes, we congratulate our Country as 
being rid of such Monsters, whom nothing could 
tame, nor the Approach even of Death in a natural 
Way, hinder them from anticipating it, by drawing 
on a violent One through their Crimes. I am drawn 
to this Observation from the Fate of the miserable 
Woman of whom we are now speaking. What her 
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Parents were, or what her Education, it is impossible 
to say, since she was shy of relating them herself, 
and being seventy Years old at the Time of her 
Execution there was nobody then living who could 
give an account of her. She was indicted for steal- 
ing a Silver Cup in Company with fane Holmes, 
and also privately stealing Eighty Yards of 
Cherry-coloured Mantua Silk, value ^5, in 
Company of the aforesaid fmie Holmes, the 
Property of foseph Brown and Mary Harper, on 
the 24th of December, on which Facts she was con- 
victed, as the Rest were, on the Evidence of Btirton, 
whom, as is usual in such Cases, they represented as 
a Woman worse than themselves, and who had 
drawn many of them into the Commission of that 
which she now deposed against them. As. to this 
old Woman Mary Robinson, she said " She had been 
a Widow fourteen Years, and had both Children and 
Grandchildren living at the time of her Execution ;" 
she said " she had worked' as hard for her living as 
any Woman in London ;" yet when pressed there- 
upon to speak the Truth, and not wrong her 
Conscience in her last Moments, she did then declare 
she had been guilty of thievish Tricks, but persisted 
in it that the Evidence of Burton had not been 
exactly right in what she had sworn against her. It 
was a melancholy thing to see a Woman of her 
Years, and who really wanted not Capacity, brought 
into those lamentable Circumstances, and going to a 
violent and ignominious Death. 

Possibly my Readers may wonder how such large 
Quantities of Silk were conveyed away ; I think it 
therefore proper to inform them, that Burton said 
they had- a Contrivance under their Petticoats, not 
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unlike two large Hooks, upon which they laid a whole 
Roll of Silk, and so conveyed it away at once, while, 
one of the Confederates amused the People of the 
Shop in some Manner or other, until they were got 
out of reach, and by this Means they had for many 
Years together carried on their Trade with great 
Success, and as much Safety, until the Losses of the 
Tradesmen ran so high as to induce them to take the 
Method before-mentioned, which quickly produced a 
Discovery, not only of the Persons of the Offenders, 
but of the Places also where they had deposited the 
Goods, by which means a good Part of them were 
recovered ; and those who had so long lived by this 
infamous Practice were either detected or destroyed ; 
so that Shoplifting has been thereby kept under ever 
since, or at least the Offenders have not ventured in 
so large a Way as before. But to return to the 
Criminal of whom we are speaking, she said she was 
not afraid of Death at all, though she confessed her- 
self troubled as to the Manner in which she was to 
die, and reflected severely upon Burton, who had 
given Evidence against her. By degrees she grew 
calmer, and on the Day of her Execution appeared 
more composed and cheerful than she had done 
during all her Troubles. She suffered at the same 
Time with the Malefactors before-mentioned, and in 
her Years looked as if she had been the Mother of 
those with whom she died. 
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The Life of Jane Martin, alias Lloyd, a Cheat 
and a Thief, &c. 

IHIS Woman was the Daughter of Parents 
in very good Reputation, about a hundred 
Miles off in the Country. While they lived 
they took Care to breed her to understand 
everything as became a young Gentlewoman of a 
small Fortune, and she in her younger Years was 
tractable enough ; but her Parents dying while she 
was but a Girl, she came into the Hands of Guard- 
ians, who were not altogether so careful as they ought 
to have been. Before she was of Age, she married 
a young Gentleman who had a pretty little Fortune, 
which he and she quickly squandered ; insomuch 
that he became a Prisoner in the Kings Bench for 
Debt. Being thus destitute, and in very great Want 
of Money, she set her Wits to work to consider 
Ways and Means of cheating People for her Support, 
in which she became as dexterous as any whoever 
followed that infamous Trade. Yet her Husband, 
as she herself owned, was a Man of strict Honour, 
and so much offended at these Villanies, that he used 
her with great Severity thereupon. But that had no 
Effect, for she still continued in the old Trade, 
putting on the Saint till People trusted her, and 
pulling off the Mask as soon as she found there was 
no more to be got by keeping it on. 

Amongst the Rest of her Adventures in this Way, 
she once took it into her Head that it was possible 
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for her to set up a great Shop entirely upon Credit, 
for except some good Clothes, she had nothing else 
to go to Market with. Accordingly she firgt took a 
Shop, not far from Somerset House, and having 
caused some Bales of Brickbats to be made up, sent 
them thither in a Cart with one of her Confederates. 
These were safely deposited in that which was to 
pass for the Warehouse. A Carpenter was sent for, 
who was employed in making Shelves, Drawers, and 
other Utensils for a Haberdashers Shop. Then 
going to the Wholesale People in that Way, she 
found Means to draw them in to six or seven hun- 
dred Pounds' worth of Goods, which were sent to the 
House she had taken ; all of which the Saturday 
Night following she caused to be carried over into 
the Mint, a Practice very common while the infamous 
Shelterers there preserve their pretended Privileges. 
Mrs. Martin having got somd Acquaintance in a 
tolerable Family, and having a very fair Tongue, she 
quickly wheedled them into a Belief of her being alile 
to do great Matters by her Interest with some Person 
of Distinction, whose Name she made use of on this 
Occasion, and thereby got several Presents and small 
Sums of Money, and if she herself were to be be- 
lieved, among the rest a Silver Cup. Whether her 
failing in her Promises really provoked the People 
to swearing a Theft upon her, or whether, which is 
more probable, she took an Opportunity of convey- 
ing it privately away, certain it is that for this she 
was prosecuted, and the P'act appearing clear enough 
to the ftiry, she was thereupon convicted and 
ordered for Transportation. This afflicted , her at 
least as much as if she had been condemned to in- 
stant Death; and she therefore applied herself con- 
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tinually to thirtking which way it might be eluded, 
and she escape. Soon after her going abroad, she 
effected what she so earnestly desired, and unhappily 
for her returned again into England. 

The numerous Frauds she had committed had so 
exasperated many People against her, that as soon 
as it was rumoured she was come back again, they 
never left searching for her until they found her out, 
and got her committed to Newgate. On the Record 
of her Conviction being produced at the next Ses- 
sions, and the Prosecutor swearing positively that she 
was the same Person, the Jury, after a short Con- 
sultation, brought her in Guilty, and she received 
Sentence of Death, from which, as she had no friends, 
she could not hope to escape. When she found 
Death was inevitable, she fell into excessive Agonies, 
and well nigh into despair. The Reflection on the 
many People she had injured gave her so much 
Grief and anxiety of Mind, that she could scarce be 
persuaded to get down a sufficient Quantity of Food 
to preserve her Life until the Time of her Execu- 
tion. But the Minister at Newgate having demon- 
strated to her the Wickedness and Folly of such a 
Course, she by Degrees came to have a better Sense 
of things ; her Mind grew calmer, and though her 
Repentance was accompanied with Sighs and Tears, 
she did not burst out into those lamentable Outcries 
by which she before disturbed both herself and those 
poor Creatures who were under Sentence with her. 
In this Disposition of Mind she continued until the 
Day of her Death, which was on the 1 2th of Sep- 
tember, 1726, between twenty-seven and eight Years 
of Age, in the Company of the before mentioned 
Malefactors, Cartwright, Blacket, Holmes, Fitz- 
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Patrick, Robinson, and William Allison, a poor 
Country Lad of about twenty-five, apparently of an 
easy gentle Temper, who had been induced into the 
Fact partly through Covetoiisness and parriy through 
Want. 

The Life of Timothy Benson, an Highwayman. 

J'MONGST the Numberof those unfortunate 
Persons whose Memory we have preserved 
to the World, in order that their Punish- 
ments may become lasting Warnings unto 
all who are in any Danger of following their Foot- 
stieps, none is more capable of affording useful Re- 
flections than the Incidents that are to be found in 
the Life of this Robber. He was the Son of a 
Serjeant's Wife in the Regiment of the Earl of 
Darby ; but who his Father was, it would be hard to 
say. His Mother having had a long Intrigue with 
one Captain Benson, and the Serjeant dying soon 
after this Child was born, she thought fit to give him 
the Captain's Name, declaring publicly enough that 
if it was in her Power to distinguish, the Captain 
must be his Father. Certain it is, that the Woman 
acted cunningly at least ; for Benson, who had never 
had a Child, was so much pleased with the Boy's 
Ingenuity, that he sent him to a Grammar School in 
Yorkshire, where he caused him to be educated as 
well as if he had been his legitimate Son. Nothing 
could be more dutiful than Tim was while a Child. 
The Captain was continually vexed with long Letters 
from the Gentlewoman where he was boarded, of 



go The Life of 

Master s fine Person, great Parts and wonderful 
Improvements, which Benson, being a Man of Sense, 
took to be such gross Flattery that he came down to 
Bellerby, the Village where the Child was, on Pur- 
pose to take it away ; but Mr. Tim, upon his Arrival, 
appeared such a Prodigy both in Beauty and Under- 
standing, that the old Gentleman was perfectly 
ravished with him, and whatever he might believe 
before, Vanity now made him to think the Youth his 
Son. For which Reason he doubled his Care in 
providing for him, and when he had made a sufficient 
Progress at the Grammar School, he caused him to 
be sent over to Ley den, an University of which he 
had a great Opinion. Timothy lost not any of his 
Reputation by this Change of Climate, but returned 
in three Years' Time from Holland, as accomplished 
a young Fellow as had been bred there for a long 
Time. He had but just made his Compliments to 
his supposed Father, and received Thirty Guineas 
from him as a Welcome to England, before the old 
Gentleman fell ill of a Pleurify, which, in four Days' 
Time deprived him of his Life ; and as he had no 
Will, his Estate of ^300 a Year, and about ^700 in 
Money, which he had lent out on Securities, de- 
scended to his Sister's Son, as errant a Booby as ever 
breathed, and deprived Tim both of his present Sub- 
sistence and future Hopes. 

In this distressed Condition, he took Lodgings in 
a little Court at the farther End of Westminster. He 
had a great Number of good Clothes, and as he then 
addicted himself to nothing so much as Reading, he 
lived so frugally as to make a very tolerable Appear- 
ance, and to pay everybody justly for about half a 
Year, which so well established his Credit in the 
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Neighbourhood, that he was invited to the Houses 
of the best Families thereabouts, and might, 
undoubtedly, if he had had his Wits about him, have 
married some young Gentlewoman thereabouts of 
tolerable Fortune. But he happening to lodge over 
against a great Manhia Maker s, took Notice of a 
young Girl who was an Apprentice, and happened 
to be the Daughter of a Chandler at HammersTnith. 
The Wench, whose Name was yenny, was really 
handsome and agreeable, but as Things were cir-. 
cumstanced with him, nothing could be more 
ridiculous than that Passion which he suffered himself 
to entertain for her. 'Tis very probable that he 
might have had some transient Amours before this ; 
but yenny was certainly the Mistress to whom he 
made his first Addresses, and the real Passion of his 
Heart. The Girl was quickly tempted by the Person 
and Appearance of her Lover, and without enquiring 
too narrowly into his Circumstances, would certainly 
have yielded to his Passion if Marriage had been the 
Thing at which he aimed ; but this was an Obstacle 
hard to be got over. Tim looked upon himself to be 
irretrievably undone from the Hour he entered into 
that State. At last he conquered that Virtue which 
his Mistress had hitherto preserved, and after they 
had fooled away a Month or two together, at the 
Expense of all he had, Tim found himself at last 
obliged to confess the Truth of his Circumstances, 
and by that Confession brought a Flood of Grief 
upon his Fair One, who had hitherto been unaccus- 
tomed to Misfortune. When they first came 
together, it was agreed between them to quit that 
Part of the Town where they were both known, and 
diey afterwards lodged in a very pretty litrie House ■ 



92 The Life of 

on the Edge of Red Lyon Fields. On the Morning 
Tim made this Discovery, his Cash was reduced to a 
single Crown ; 'tis true he had Abundance of Things 
of Value, but when once they began to go he was 
conscious that Starvation would quickly be their Lot, 
and what added more to his Misfortune was, that his 
Mistress, amidst all her Sighs and Afflictions, 
declared she would rather continue with him, than go 
home to her Relations, though from the Indulgence 
of a Mother she did not doubt meeting with a good 
Reception. However, they came to this Resolution, 
that fenny should go and raise Five Gtiineas upon a 
Diamond Ring of his ; and while she was gone on 
this Errand, poor Benson sat leaning with his Head 
upon his Arm in a Window that looked towards the 
Fields. Casting up his Eyes by Chance, he saw a 
Gentleman walking up and down, as if for his Diver- 
sion, whereupon a Thought immediately struck him 
that it would be an easy Matter to rob him, and by 
his Appearance it was not unlikely but that he might 
prove prove a good Prize. Without Reflecting he 
resolved upon the Thing, and putting on an old 
Great Coat which he had in his Closet over his 
Nightgown, and with a Case of Pistols in his Breast, 
he slipped out at the Garden Gate without being 
perceived, and was up with him in an Instant, when 
taking the Button of his Hat in his Teeth, he 
mumbled out. Deliver or yoiire a dead Man. The 
Gentleman, in great Confusion, gave him a Green 
Purse of Gold, and was going to pull his Ring off 
from his Finger, and his Watch out of his Pocket. 
Tim stopped him, and said he had enough, only com- 
manded him to turn his Back towards him, and not 
to alter his Position for fifteen Minutes by his own 
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Watch, which the Gentleman rehgiously observed, 
and Tzwmade all the Haste he could through the 
Garden into his own Chamber, where having hid the 
Cloak at the Back of the Bed, he began to examine 
the Value of the Plunder, and found that the Purse 
contained Seventy Gttineas and two Diamond Rings, 
one a single Stone, and a very fine one, the other 
consisting of seven, but small and of no great Value. 
These he went down and buried in the Garden, 
having first burnt the Purse in the Fire. The Hurry 
of the Fact being over, he sat down once again in his 
own Room, and had Leisure to reflect a little on 
what he had done, which threw him into such an 
Agony that he was scarce able to sit upon the Chair. 
Shame at the villany he had committed, the Fear of 
being apprehended, and the apprehensions,of Tyburn, 
gave so many Wounds to his Imagination, that he 
thought his former Uneasiness a State of Quiet to 
the Pangs which he now felt, which were much more 
bitter, as well as of a very different Nature from any- 
thing he had known before. 

In the midst of these Terrors, he heard the Voices 
of a great Deal of Company in his Landlady's Par- 
lour. The Hopes of, being a little easy where he 
had not so much Opportunity of affrighting himself 
with his own Thoughts, occasioned his going down 
Stairs, and without well knowing what he did, he 
knocked at the Parlour Door, which when opened, 
the first Thing that struck his Eye was the Gentie- 
man whom he had robbed, drinking a Glass of 
Water. This gave him such a Shock, that he had 
much ado to collect Spirits enough to tell the Gentle- 
woman of the House that he perceived she had Com- 
pany, and therefore would not intrude ; but she lay- 
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ing her Hand upon his Arm, said, " Pray, Mr. 
Benson, walk in, here's Nobody but a Gentleman who 
has had the Misfortune to be robbed in the Field, 
the Fright of which has put him into such a Disorder, 
that he desired to step in here that he might have 
Leisure to come a little to himself. Tim saw it was 
impossible for him to retreat, and so putting on the 
best Face he was able, he came in and sat down. 
His Landlady began then to enquire the Circum- 
stances of the Robbery. Why, Madam, replied he, 
I was walking there, as I generally do of a fine 
Afternoon, in order to get a little fresh Air, when a 
Man came up all of a sudden to me, close muffled up 
in a Green or Blue Great Coat, in Truth I cannot say 
which ; he clapped a Pistol to my Breast, and I gave 
him my Purse, and my Nieces two Rings, one of 
which cost me fourscore Gtcineas but three Weeks 
ago, and as I was afraid he would murder me, I was 
going to give him this off my Finger, and my Watch 
out of my Pocket ; but the Fellow said he had 
enough ; and his leaving these surprised me almost 
as much as taking the rest. But what Sort of a Man 
was he, said she ? Why, I think he was about that 
Gentleman's Height, added he ; but I am so short- 
sighted that I question whether I should have 
known his Face had it not been covered with his 
Hat ; besides, I am so much taken with the Rogue's 
Generosity, that I would not prosecute hirii if I had 
him in the Room. This set Tim's Heart so much 
at Rest, that he began to come to himself a little ; 
and asked the strange Gentleman if he would not be 
so good as to drink a Glass of Wine. A Bottle was 
sent for, and during the Time they were drinking it, 
Jemiy came in, and it being quite dark before they 
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had finished it, a Coach was called, and Mr. Benson 
offered to see the Gentleman home, in order to which 
he was going upstairs to put on his Clothes ; but this 
the stranger would not permit, begging him to go as 
he was, upon which Jenny said, then, 'my Dear, I'll 
fetch your Great Coat. He had much ado to desire 
the Gentleman to walk to the Coach, and he'd go as 
he was, which he did accordingly, and after drinking 
a Glass of Citron Water with the Lady whose Rings 
he hg,d stolen, he came home again as fast as the 
Coach could carry him. Jenny was very melancholy 
at his Return, and giving him Three Guineas, told 
him it was all the Pawnbroker would lend, and she 
had much ado to get that, as she was not known. 
Tim bid her be of good Cheer, and said he hoped 
Things would mend, and so they went to Bed. Two 
or three Days after, he took an Opportunity of going 
out pretty early, and returning about Dinner Time, 
told her with much seerning Joy, that he had met 
with a Gentleman whom he had been acquainted 
with at Leyden, and who hearing of his Father's 
Death, had begged him to accept of Twenty Guineas, 
as a Mark of his Esteem. Jenny was in Raptures at 
their good Fortune, and went that Afternoon and 
fetched the Ring home, returning, poor Creature, 
with as much Satisfaction as if she had received ever 
so much , Money ; for the Hopes of living quietly 
with the Man she loved a Month or two dispelled all 
the Apprehensions of Poverty which she was before 
under. 

Tim considering that this Supply would not last 
always, resolved with himself never to run such a 
Hazard again. He began to beat his Brains about 
the best Method to be taken of getting Money in an 
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honest way. As he had been bred to no Profession, 
notwithstanding- the excellent Education he had had, 
never was Man more at his Wits' end. After a 
Thousand several Schemes had offered themselves 
to his Mind and were rejected, it came at last into 
his Head that as he was tolerably versed in Physic, 
it might not be impossible for him to get his Bread 
by that ; but then, how to get into Practice ? there 
was the Difficulty. A little Recollection helped him 
here. He had seen a Quack Doctor exhibit his 
Medicines with a Panegyric on their good Qualities 
on a Stage, in his Journey to London; he resolved, 
scandalous as the Profession was, to venture upon it, 
rather than run the risk he had done before. This 
Scheme doubtless cost him some Trouble before he 
had any Hopes of putting it into Execution ; but 
having at last settled it as well as he could, he deter- 
mined with himself to go down into some distant 
County and undertake it. In order to have his 
Thoughts at greater Liberty to resolve about it, he 
took a Walk into the Fields ; and being very dry 
after his Perambulation, he stepped into a little Ale- 
house, and called for a Mug of Drink ; while he sat 
there he heard two Men discoursing upon the vast 
Sums of Money that was got by one Smith, a Prac 
titioner in the very Art in which he was going to set 
up, and he found by them that the chief Scene of 
Smith's Adventures had lain in Lincolnshire, and 
thereabouts ; so without more ado, as all Places were 
alike to him, he settled his intentions to go down to 
the same Place, where he understood by the Man 
that this quondam Doctor had done some great Cures, 
and got a tolerable Reputation. When he came 
home, he could not avoid appearing very thoughtful, 
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and Jenny, fearful of some new Disaster, would not 
let him rest till he had acquainted her fully with his 
Design ; which he would not consent to do, till she 
promised to comply with a Proposal he was to make 
her, after he had revealed the Secret she was so 
desirous to know. When he had told her his Project, 
she next demanded what the Condition was to which 
she had bound herself to yield. Benson replied, it 
was to remain at some Pl^ce thirty or forty Miles 
distant from where he intended to go, that she might 
not be exposed to any Inconveniences from that un- 
happy Figure he saw himself obliged to make. It 
was with great Reluctance that she ratified the Con- 
sent she had given ; but at length after much Persua- 
sion, she again acknowledged he was in the Right, 
and promised to do as he would have her. Things 
being thus adjusted, nothing remained for him to do 
but to get ready for his Journey, and that his Mate 
might be the less timorous of the Event, he told her 
he had procured another Supply o{ twenty -five Guineas.. 
His Cloak-bag vfas soon stored with such Medicines 
as he thought proper, and having packed up a few 
practical Books he thought he might have occasion 
for, he took a Place for himself and Jenny, who passed 
for his Wife, in the Stage Coach for Huntingdon ; 
at a Village near which, paying the People for a 
Month's Board, he left his Consort. Having hired 
Horses to Boston, he took a young Fellow from 
Httntingdon with him thither. As Benson had a very 
smooth Tongue, so he set off the wonderful Properties 
of his Drugs in so artful a Manner, that in the Space 
of a Fortnight he had cleared ^10 besides his Ex- 
penses. As he had left Jenny Five Guineas in her 
Pocket, he wrote to her to pay the People another 
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Month's Board, and assured her that he would return 
within that Space. Having accordingly visited S let- 
ford, and some other great Towns thereabouts, he in 
seven Weeks' Time set out for his Return into 
Himtingdonshire with Fifty Guineas, all clear Gains 
in his Pocket. This good Luck encouraged him to 
run through the greatest Part of the North oi England 
in the same Manner, and within the Compass of three 
Years, he cleared upwards of ;^5oo, at the Time of 
his making which Calculation, he was set down at 
Bristol, in order to exercise his Talent in that great 
City. But an unexpected Accident broke all his 
Measures. Just as his Stage was ' set up, and he 
mounted, and opening his Harangue, which was 
now become familiar to him, a Constable stepped 
upon the Stage, and told him that a Gentleman had 
sworn a Robbery directly upon him, and he must go 
immediately before the Mayor. This put him into a 
lamentable Confusion. He knew himself innocent, 
but the Character of a Mountebank was sufficient to 
make the Thing believed at first, and therefore he 
could not be blamed for his Apprehensions, especially 
considering he took it as a just Return for that Rob- 
bery which he had committed in Town, and for which 
he made no Satisfaction when it was so fully in his 
Power. 

Upon his and his Prosecutor's appearing before the 
Mayor, and swearing flatly to his Face, and to his 
robbing him of Seven Guineas, a Silver Watch, and a 
Sniiff Box, Tim had his Mittimus made for Newgate ; 
but upon his desiring the Mayor that his Effects 
might be searched, but not plundered, he had Leave 
given him to return with the Officer and see them 
looked over at the Inn. As many of them were 
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valuable of themselves, as the Drugs were of the best 
Sorts, and as he had several Letters from Persons of 
good Character, in the several Counties through 
which he had passed, and Bank Notes and Bills to 
the Value of ^400, they thought fit to report all this 
to the Mayor, before they did any Thing. The Mayor 
thereupon resolved to act very cautiously, and having 
first looked over everything himself, he then ordered 
the Effects to be delivered up to Mr. Benson himself, 
who however was obliged to undergo a Confinement 
of eight Weeks, till the Assizes, at which the Prose- 
cutor not appearing, and Mr. Benson, by the permis- 
sion of the Court, examining two Gentlemen of 
undoubted Credit, who proved his being at the Time 
when the Robbery was sworn in another Place, he 
was acquitted, and a Copy of his Indictment ordered 
him. It seems a Person under Condemnation at 
Hertford acknowledged the Fact for which Tim had 
had been committed, and produced both the Snuff 
Box and Watch, which though the Gentleman who 
lost them got again, yet it proved an Affair of very 
ill Consequence to him ; for he was obliged to give 
Benson One Himdred Guineas to obtain a general 
Release, and Tim. fearing the Noise of the Thing had 
undone his Reputation, resolved to go over to America 
and settle there. 

A Gentleman at Bristol who traded largely to the 
Plantations, offered him his Assistance in the Affair, 
and Matters being quickly adjusted between them, 
Tim, to show himself grateful, and a Man of Honour, 
was married privately to Jenny, who he resolved 
should be the Companion of his Future Fortunes, as 
she had hitherto- been the constant Solace of all his 
Sorrows ; but before they set out, he thought it proper 
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to make a Journey to London, as well to provide some 
necessary Articles in the Profession he intended to 
follow, as to make an End of a little Affair, which we 
have before related, and which lay very hard upon 
his Conscience. To Town then came jenny and he, 
and took a Lodging near Tower Street, where in 
about a Fortnight's Time Mr. Benson had put every 
Thing in order for his Voyage. The Day before he 
set out on his Return for Bristol, he wrote the follow- 
ing Letter to the old Gentleman he had robbed, and 
whom as he had informed himself, was still living at 
the same Place. 

Sir, 

Under the Pressure of severe Necessity, my Misfor- 
tunes tempted me to commit so great a Piece of Villany 
as the Robbing you in Red- Lion Fields. You may 
remember, Sir, that T took from- you a Green Purse, 
in which was seventy Guineas, and two Diamond 
Rings, the one of a large, and the other of a less Value. 
The First comes to you enclosed in this, the latter, the 
the same Necessity which urged me so far as to take 
them, obliged me some Months after to dispose of them, 
which I did for Fourteen pounds. As a Satisfaction 
for the Injury I did you, be so good. Sir, as to accept 
of the inclosed Note of One Hzmdred Potmds, which 
I hope will amotmt to the whole value of those Things 
T took from yoti, and may, I flatter myself, procure 
your Pardon, the only Thing wanting to m,ake him 
easy, who is, 

Sir, 
Your most Obedient Humble Sei'vant. 
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This he took Care to convey by a Ticket Porter of 
whose FideHty he was well assured, and having dis- 
patched this Affair, he let slip nothing to make his 
intended Voyage successful. His Skill in his Pro- 
fession was such, that he soon had as much Business 
in the Plantation where he settled, as he knew what 
to do with, and in seven or eight Years' Practice 
acquired such an Estate as was sufficient to furnish 
him with all the Necessaries of Life, upon which he 
lived when he gave this Account to the Gentleman 
who communicated it to me. And as it is an 
Instance of a Return of Virtue not often to be met 
with, I thought it might be as useful as any other 
Relation which hitherto has had a Place in this 
Collection. 

c<:;^oofc<:;^ooc<:;^ feO c■<:^ooe<^e'G^c<:^oo 

The Life of Joseph Shrewsbury, alias Smith, 
a Robber, &c. 

JHIS unhappy Criminal of whom we are now 
I to speak, was the Son of Parents in so mean 
Circumstances, that they were not able to 
give him any Education at all, yet they 
were careful in carrying him to Church with them, 
and instructing him as far as they were able in the 
Principles of the Christian Faith, and did everything 
their narrow Capacity would give them Leave, in 
order to enable him to get his Bread in some honest 
Employment* and then they put him out Apprentice 
to a Tanner in the Neighbourhood, a very honest 
considerate Man, who treated him with all the 
Indulgence and Kindness he could have wished 
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throughout the Time of his Apprenticeship ; but he 
was so unfortunate as to fall into the Company of a 
Set of giddy young People who were totally addicted 
to Merrymaking and Dancing, which when he had 
once got into the Road of, he so neglected his 
Business, that his Master, after Abundance of 
Reproofs, was obliged to part with him. He had 
not at that Time any Designs of doing anything like 
the Fact for which he afterwards suffered ; but con- 
tinuing still to frequent his Dancing Mates Company, 
they promised to put him into a Road to supply him 
with Money enough to live without working, pro- 
vided he had Courage to do as they would have him ; 
and he, without considering what he did, went out, 
one Evening with David Anderson, Country Will, 
and Jenny Austin, and with them stripped one 
Thomas Collier, and robbed him of his Coat and 
Waistcoat, Hat, a Pair of Silver Buckles, and other 
Things, with a Half Guinea in Gold, and Twenty- 
five Shillings in Silver. For this Offence he was 
quickly after apprehended, and sent to Newgate, 
where, upon a plain Proof of the Fact, he was con- 
victed, and ordered for Exectdion. 

When this poor Man was under Sentence of 
Death, he sufficiently repented those idle Hours he 
had consumed in Dancing, and in the other Merri- 
ments into which he had been led by his Companions. 
He was now sensible how easily he might have lived 
if he had taken the Advice of his kind Master, who 
with so much Pains endeavoured not only to instruct 
him in his Profession, but also to reclaim him from 
those Follies in which he saw him engaged. The 
Thoughts of Death threw him into violent Agonies, 
from whence his natural Sense, of which he had a 
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great deal, at last in some Measure recovered him; 
and when upon the coming down of the Death- 
Warrant, he saw there were no Hopes left for him 
in this Life, he applied himself with great Ardour to 
secure. Happiness in the next. He declared, that 
the fact for which he died was the first he ever com- 
mitted, and that the Depositions against him were 
not exactly conformable to Truth. A Day or two 
before his Death, he appeared to be very calm and 
cheerful, and submitted with a perfect Resignation 
to the Lot which had befallen him. At the Place of 
Execution he exhorted the People not to let their 
Curiosity be satisfied only in the Sight of his 
wretched Death, but he warned them also from the 
Commission of such Crimes, as might bring them to 
a like Fate. He suffered on the 3rd of November, 
1726, at Tyburn, being then about twenty- two Years 
of Age. 

The Life ^Anthony Drury, «;? Highwayman. 

IIH IS unfortunate Man, whose Fate made a 
great Noise in the Town at the time, was 
born of Parents neither mean in Family 
nor Fortune in the County of Norfolk, 
where he received his Education, on which no litrie 
Pains and Expense were bestowed. As to the par- 
ticular Circumstances of his Life in his most early 
Years, as no exact Account have come to my Hands, 
so I do not think myself obliged to frame any Ad- 
ventures for the Entertainment of my Readers, a 
Practice though very common, yet I think unjustifi- 
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able in itself. All that I can say is, that it appears he 
had lived at Oxford and Bicester before he came to 
Wcndovcr, at which Place he had a House and 
Family at the Time of his Death. He was not as 
far as I am able to learn, bred up to any particular 
Profession, his Parents leaving him in Circumstances 
capable of supporting himself. However, whether 
he arrived at it under some Misfortunes, or had 
it discovered to him before, certain it is, that he 
gained some Knowledge in the Art of curing Smoky 
Chimneys, by which he got very considerably, and 
from whence he derived the Name of the Smoky 
Chimney Doctor, by which he was commonly known 
in the County of Bucks. Some few Years before 
his Death, he married a Widow Gentlewoman at 
Oxford, of a considerable Fortune. The World 
reported that she had fifteen hundred pounds. 
However it was, he still addicted himself to Women, 
and in all Probability made her but an indifferent 
Husband, since she took so little care about him, 
when in the midst of so great Calamities. He 
maintained however, a tolerable Character in his 
Neighbourhood, and his Credit had not been im- 
peached in any Degree, when he committed the. 
Fact I am going to relate. On the twenty-fifth of 
September, 172b, he attacked the Bicester Waggon 
as it was coming from Lottdon, and committed the 
following Robberies therein, viz. he took from 
Thomas Eldridge fifteen Moidores; two hundred and 
ten Guineas, eighty half Guineas, the Goods and 
Money of Mr. Burrows, Sept. 25^//. He was like- 
wise indicted, and found guilty for assaulting Sarah 
the Wife of Robert King, on the Highway, and 
robbing her of two Shillings and Sixpence ; as like- 
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wise on a third indictment, for assaulting the afore- 
said Thomas Eldridge, and taking from him a Cahco 
Gown and Petticoat, value twenty Shillings, the 
Goods of Giles Betts ; there was a fourth Indictment 
against him, for assaulting Mary the Wife of Joseph 
Page ; and taking from her two Shillings and Six- 
pence, but the three former being all Capital, the 
Court did not think proper to try him upon this. 

While he lay under Sentence of Death, he did 
not discover any signs of excessive Fear, but ap- 
peared rather perplexed, and confused then dispirited, 
or dejected. He entertained at first great Hopes of 
a Reprieve, at least in order to Transportation, and 
for obtaining it he spent a great deal of time in 
writing to several Friends, who he Thoyght might 
be instrumental in procuring it. However he was 
far from neglecting the Concerns of his Soul, but 
read daily with much seeming Diligence several 
little Books proper for a Man in his Condition, and 
whenever he attended at Chapel he behaved with 
the utmost Gravity, praying, if we may guess 
from exterior Signs, with much fervour and Devo- 
tion. He was a Man well acquainted with the 
Principles of the Christian Religion, and was in all 
Appearance better persuaded of the Merit and 
Efficacy of his Saviour's Passion than People often 
are in his Condition. 

As to his Capacity it appeared to have been very 
tolerable in itself, and he seems to have received 
many Advantages from Education. How he ac- 
quired the Art of curing Smoky Chimnies is not 
known. He had been bred up to no Trade what- 
ever, but coming into the World with a litde 
Fortune left him by his Parents, he lived thereupon 
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with a tolerable Reputation until the Time of his 
Marriagre. When he was first under Sentence he 
was very desirous of having his Wife come to Town, 
and for that purpose wrote her several- pressing 
Letters, to which he received no Answer. This 
gave him great Disturbance. He thereupon wrote 
to a Friend in the Country, who lived near her, on 
whom also he had a strong Dependence, intreating 
him to go to his Wife, and solicit her not absolutely 
to Desert him in his extreme Calamity, but to come 
up to Town with him, in order to make their last 
Efforts for his Preservation. This Epistle however 
proved in the Main as unsuccessful as the Rest, 
though it procured him an Answer, wherein the 
Person he wrote to informed him, that his Wife was 
extremely lame ; insomuch that she could not put 
on her own clothes, that her Servant was gone, that 
she had not Money wherewith to defray the Ex- 
penses of a Journey to Town, miich less to assist 
him in his Distress. As for himself, his Friend 
excused his coming by reason of a great Cold, which 
he had caught in London, when he came up before 
to attend Mr. Dncry's Affairs. Hereupon the un- 
fortunate Criminal bethought himself of another 
Expedient, which he imagined would not fail of 
engaging Mrs. Dritry to come to London. He 
informed her by Letter that in the Beginning of his 
Troubles he pawned some Silver Plate in Town for 
four-and-twenty Pounds ; that it was more than 
double the Value, and might probably be lost on his 
Death. To this his Friend wrote him back, that if 
anybody would take the Plate out, and give Advice 
thereof to Mrs. Drury, she would repay them, and 
gratify them also for their Trouble. When this 
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letter came to the poor Man's Hand, he said, he was 
now satisfied that his Wife did not desire he should 
live ; however, he heartily forgave her. 

He constantly denied that he had ever been con- 
cerned in any Act of a like kind with that for which 
he died ; he acknowledged that with what his Wife 
had, and the Business he followed, he might have 
lived very genteely in the Country, that he had not 
indeed been very prudent in the Management of his 
Affairs. However it was no Necessity that forced 
him on the base and wicked Act, the sole Cause of 
his committing it was, as he solemnly and constantly 
protested, the repeated Solicitations of King the 
Waggoner, who for a considerable Time before re- 
presented the Attempt to him as a Thing in no way 
dangerous, and which would bring him a very large 
Sum of ready Money ; that as soon as King per- 
ceived that his Insinuations begun to make some 
Impression, he opened himself more fully as to the 
Facility of robbing the Bicester Waggon, wherein, 
says he, you will find generally a pretty handsome 
Sum of Money, and as to Opposition, depend on it, 
you shall meet with none ; that at last these 
Speeches prevailed on him, and it was agreed the 
Waggoner should have half the Booty for his 
Advice and Assistance, and the better to conceal it, 
Drury was directed to rob Kings Wife of about 
Four Pounds, which was all she had about her. 

A Minister of the Church of Engla?id, who was 
either acquainted with Mr. Drury, or out of a 
charitable Intention, attended him at the request of 
his Friends, took Abundance of pains to give him 
just Notions of his Duty in the unfortunate State 
into which his Folly had brought him. He repeated 
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to him the Reasons which render a pubhc Confession 
necessary from those who die by Judgment of the 
Law ; he exhorted him not to equivocate, or even 
extenuate in his Declarations concerning his Offence. 
Mr. Drury heard him with great Patience, seemed 
to be much affected with the Remonstrances which 
were made to him, and finally promised that he 
would act sincerely in the Confessions he made to 
the Public, adding, that he had none in whom to 
trust but God alone, and therefore he would not 
offend him. The reverend Divine to whom he spoke 
approved his Resolution, and promised to afford him 
all the Assistance in his Power till Death. 

As soon as the Criminal was satisfied that all 
Applications that had been made for Mercy were 
ineffectual, and that there was not the least Proba- 
bility of a Pardon, he immediately sent for the 
Clergyman before mentioned, and desired to receive 
the Sacrament at his Hands, to which the Gentle- 
man readily assented, uttering only a short previous 
Exhortation unto a true Repentance, open and 
genuine Confession, and full and free Forgiveness 
unto all who had ever injured him, or unto whom 
he bore any ill will. Mr. Drury therefore, before 
he received the Elements owned in express Terms 
his being guilty of the Fact for which he died, 
affirmed the Truth of what he had formerly said 
concerning the Waggoner, declared that he forgave 
both him and his own Wife sincerely, and that 
having now in some measure eased his Mind, he 
was no longer afraid of Death. 

Mr. Drury, even after receiving Sentence was by 
the Keepers of Newgate indulged in having a Room 
to himself in the Press-Yard, which afforded him 
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Leisure, and privacy for his Devotions ; and he 
seemed, especially for the last Days of his Life, to 
make proper use of those Conveniences by ex- 
cluding himself from all Company, and applying 
earnestly to God in Prayer for the Forgiveness of 
his Sins. During the two or three Days succeeding 
that whereon he received Sentence, a Gentlewoman 
attended pretty constantly upon him ; who she was 
we cannot say, nor is it material, but Mr. Drury 
appealing to her in the Presence of some Persons 
as to the Truth of what he alleged concerning King 
the Waggoner, she was desired to relate what she 
knew as to that Point ;, she answered, she would as 
far as her Knowledge permitted, and the Account 
she gave was to this Purpose : Mr. Dmry carried 
me out of Town with him in a Chaise to Wendover : 
on the Road we were met by the Waggoner he 
speaks of, who desired Mr. Drury to step out, for 
he wanted to speak with him ; that thereupon he 
complying with the Waggoner's Request, they walked 
together to a considerable distance, and there stop- 
ping talked to each other very earnestly for some 
time. As to the Subject of their Discourse she 
declared she could say nothing, but as they came 
back to the Chaise, the Waggoner said, you need 
not be afraid, you'll be sure to get what you want. 
To say Truth, it was very odd for a single man to 
rob a Waggon to which so many People belonged, 
in Company with several other Waggons, without 
any Opposition, though it is true that he did not 
attempt any of the Rest. 

Some Persons of Quality were prevailed on by 
his earnest Solicitations and the Circumstances we 
have before mentioned to endeavour to procure him 
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a Pardon, but it was in vain ; and it would certainly 
have been much better for the Man, if he never had 
any hopes given him, for though he did not depend 
as much on Promises as Men in his miserable Con- 
dition frequently do, yet the desire of Life sometimes 
excited the hopes of it, and thereby took off his 
Thoughts from more weighty Concerns, or at least 
made him more languid and confused than otherwise 
he would have been ; for to the Day before his 
Death he still entertained some expectations of 
Mercy. 

The Evening before he suffered, a Woman 
knocked at his Chamber Door, and earnestly desired 
to speak a few Words to him ; he accordingly came 
towards the Door and asked her what she could have 
to say to him. The Woman after expressing much 
Sorrow for his Misfortunes, told him she was desired 
by such a Person to whom she had been Servant, 
if the thing were possible, to learn from his own 
Mouth what he had to say against the Waggoner. 
Mr. Drury replied, that he had never had any 
thought of robbing Waggons, or any such thing, if 
the Waggoner had not advised and pressed him to 
it, so that his Blood, the loss of his Life, and all he 
had in the World, lay upon that Man ; then shutting 
to the Door, he retired to his Devotions, and con- 
tinued at them all the Evening, and until the Night 
was considerably spent. 

As Death drew near it seemed not to affect him 
so much as might be expected. On the Morning of 
his Execution he appeared not only easy, but cheer- 
ful, attended at the Prayers in the Chapel with 
Composure, and went out of Newgate without any 
Sign or Fright or Disturbance of Mind. On the 
Road to Tyburn he appeared serious, but not me- 
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lancholy, spoke a good deal concerning the Errors 
of his former Life, said he had never been addicted 
to drinking, but had conversed too much with ill 
Women, which had made his Wife jealous, and 
caused Home to be very uneasy. He seemed truly 
penitent for these Offences, as he confessed them 
without any Compulsion, or even without any Ques- 
tions being asked by those about him. 

At the Place of Execution his Courage did not 
forsake him, he still preserved a great Deal of 
Serenity in his Countenance ; and when he was 
desired to acquaint the People with anything he had 
to say concerning the Crime for which he died, he 
spoke with a strong Voice, and repeated what he 
had formerly alleged about King the Waggoner, 
adding that he advised him also to rob the Banbury 
Waggon, and that notwithstanding he talked of his 
Wife's having four Pounds about her, yet he took 
but three Shillings, whereon the third Indictment 
was founded, on which he was convicted. He then 
complained of his Wife's Unkindness, and both 
prayed for the Spectators, and desired their Prayers 
for him. As he was leaning on the side of the Cart, 
the Ordinary told him, that a Man had charged him 
the Day before with having married a Man's 
Daughter at Norwich, who is still living. Mr. 
Drury answered, he was reproached by many People, 
and he forgave them all. He then called to a Gen- 
tleman who was near the Gallows and spoke to him 
about his Estate, which he had before settied. After- 
wards he exhorted the People to live virtuously, and 
be warned by his Example, and then submitted 
patieijtly to his Fate, on Thursday the third of 
November, 1726, being at that Time of his Decease 
about twenty-eight Years of Age. 
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»S necessary Correction is often a Method by 
which, when young People begin to stray 
into the Paths of Vice, they are deterred 
and brought back again into the Road of 
Virtue; yet when this is incautiously inflicted or done 
in a violent manner, it frequently excites worse 
Thoughts than would otherwise probably have 
entered the Breasts of young People thus punished, 
and instead of hindering them from committing 
trivial Offences, puts them on doing the worse Things 
imaginable, in order to deliver them from a state 
more hateful to them than Death itself. This 
Criminal, William Miller, was the Son of very honest 
Parents who lived at Newcastle-zipon-Tyne. They 
took care to give him a good Education, and what 
was much more commendable, a good Example too. 
They put him out Apprentice to a Tradesman at 
Alnwick, with whom he might have lived tolerably 
well, had it not been for the Churlishness of his 
Master's Temper, who was continually picking 
quarrels with him, and thereupon beating him in- 
humanly. At last an accident happened, which sup- 
plied a continual Fund of Anger and Resentment, 
and this was on Account of Williams losing a 
Horse, which though his Friends paid for, yet every 
Time it came into his Master's Head, there was a 
Battle between them ; for Miller being now grown 
pretty big, made Resistance when he struck him, and 
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not seldom got the better of him, and beat him in his 
turn, which occasioned such Disturbances and faUing 
out between them, that at last Miller took a Resolu- 
tion to leave him for good and all, and determined 
to live as he could up and down the Country, At 
first, he was so lucky as to meet with a Man who em- 
ployed him readily, treated him with Kindness, and 
gave him good Advice, without accompanying his 
Reproofs with Blows ; but he, upon discovering that 
his Man William had not served out his Time, but 
had lived only five Years and a half with his Master, 
absolutely refused to suffer him to work with him any 
longer. It was with great Reluctance that Miller 
parted with his Master, and he became every Day 
after more and more uneasy, because he found no 
other Master would let him work with them upon the 
,same Account, so that by Degrees he was reduced to 
the greatest Necessity in the Country, and though 
he was willing to work, yet could not tell which way 
to turn his Hand. 

In the midst of these Perplexities, he bethought 
himself of coming up to London, which he put into 
Execution, and on his Arrival here, enlisted himself 
as a Soldier in one of the Regiments of Guards, and 
as it is no very hard Matter in this Town, got Abun- 
dance of amorous Affairs upon his Hands. With 
one Woman he lived a short Time after his coming 
up to London, but her he soon turn'd off, for the sake 
of another, who was a Blacksmitlis Wife, and whom 
he married, notwithstanding her first husband' was 
then to his Knowledge alive. This was indeed the 
Source of a great Part of his Misfortunes, since what 
between the Woman's drinking, and the Money which 
the Husband got out of him for permitting him to 
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live quietly with her, he was, notwithstanding he had 
learnt a new Employment, viz. that of a Basket- 
Maker, kept miserably poor ; and the Woman having 
brought him a child to increase his expenses, he at 
last was forced whether he would or no to leave her 
and it both. After this he associated with another 
Woman, and at length married her also, with whom 
he lived quietly enough until the Time of his Death. 
These numerous Intrigues drew him in Consequence 
into a multitude of other Vices, which both lost him 
his Reputation and damaged his Understanding, es- 
pecially when he came to drink hard, which he at 
last did to such a Degree that he was seldom or 
never Sober, or if he were, the reflecting on his Mis- 
fortunes pushed him on getting drunk as fast as he 
could, a Case but too common amongst the meaner 
sort of People, who as they have no Philosophy or 
Learning to support them, endeavour to drown all 
Care by sotting. 

Whether Miller really intended to go a robbing 
at the time he committed the Fact for which he died, 
or whether Drunkenness and the Sense even in that 
Condition which he retained of his Misfortunes on a 
sudden suggested to him the stripping of the old 
Man Nicholas Bourn under the Favour of the Night, 
certain it is, though from what motive we cannot de- 
termine, that he attacked the Man and took from him 
his Coat and Hat. A Watchman, on the injured 
Person's crying out, ran immediately to his Assist- 
ance, and with his Pole, notwithstanding Miller drew 
his Bayonet, knocked him down, and seized and de- 
livered him up to Justice. At the next Sessions at 
the Old-Bailey he was indicted for this Fact ; and 
the same was very fully and clearly proved against 
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him. Yet though he had no Friends capable of pro- 
curing him either a Reprieve or Pardon, he had the 
good Luck to remain a considerable Space under 
Condemnation, viz. from one Sessions to another be- 
fore the Report was made, and so had the greater 
Leisure left him for Repentance, 

During the space he lay in the Condemned Hold, 
he expressed a very hearty Sorrow for all his Of- 
fences ; and particularly regretted his having addicted 
himself so much to the Company of Women, which 
as it at first led him into Expenses, naturally brought 
him into narrow Circumstances, and his Necessities 
unfortunately put him upon taking that fatal Method 
of supplying himself. Yet in the midst of these 
Tokens of Penitence and Contrition, several Women 
came still about him. He resolved to send the Child 
he had by the Second down to his Friends in the 
Country, not doubting, as he said, but that they would 
take Care of it, and for the last of those who went 
for his Wife, he really looked upon her as such, and 
therefore treated her with more Kindness and Affec- 
tion than he did any of the Rest. However, doubt- 
less they were no great Helps to him in his Prepara- 
tions for Death, and amongst the other Miseries pro- 
duced by our View, this is not a small one, that they 
continue to pursue their unfortunate friends even to 
the last, and fasten so strongly upon their Thoughts 
and Inclinations, that as at first they defeated all 
Consideration, so in the end they are in Danger of 
preventing a hearty and sincere Repentance. 

As to the particular Fact for which he was to die, 
he acknowledged himself guilty thereof, but objected 
for all that to the several Circumstances that were 
sworn against him at his Trial, nor could all the Ar- 
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guments that were used towards him, persuade him, 
that those trifling Variations (for as he himself repre- 
sented them they were no more) were not now at all 
Material to him, but that as he justly deserved to 
die according to his own confession, it signified little 
to him, whether the particular steps taken in his Ap- 
prehension were exactly stated by the Court or not. 
As the Day of his Execution drew near, he receded 
a little from these Objections, and began to set him- 
self in earnest to acquire that Calmness with which 
every reasonable Man would desire to meet Death. 
The Women he forbade visiting him, refused to eat 
or drink anything but what was absolutely necessary 
to support Nature, applied himself regularly and con- 
stantly to his Devotions, and seemed to have nothing 
at Heart but to reconcile himself to that Divine Being 
whom by the multitude of his Crimes he had so much 
offended. To say Truth, it was not a little wonder- 
ful that a Person, after continuing for such a length 
of Time in the Practice of Wickedness and De- 
bauchery, should at last be capable of applying him- 
self with such Zeal and Attention to the Duties of a 
dying Man, in which he persevered to his last Breath, 
which he yielded up on the 13th of February, 1727, 
at Tyburn, being then twenty-six Years of Age. 
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The Life of Robert Haynes, a Murderer, &c. 

fROM a Multitude of Instances in the Course 
of these Memoirs it has been shewn how- 
great a Misfortune it is to be destitute of 
Education, but from the following Life it 
will appear that an improper Education is as danger- 
ous as none at all. Robert Haynes, the Criminal 
whose History we are to give at present, was the 
Son of Persons in Ireland of none of the best Cir- 
cumstances, who yet afforded' him a very good Edu- 
cation, causing him to be instructed, not only in the 
Latin, but also in the Greek Tongue, in both of which , 
he attained a tolerable Knowledge. His Father, it 
seems, thought he had done everything for his Son 
in breeding him a Scholar, though when he grew up 
to Man's Estate he had nothing to give him, and was 
forced to let him come over to England to enlist 
himself in the Foot Guards. His Officers' gave him 
always the character of a quiet inoffensive Lad, who 
injured nobody, nor was himself addicted to those 
Vices which are common to Men of his Profession. 
On the contrary, he retained yet strong Notions of 
those religious Principles in which he had been edu- 
cated. He addicted himself much to Reading, and 
though his Spirit was not a little broken by the Con- 
sideration of that low Life by which he was obliged 
to stoop, yet he preserved a becoming Spirit and a 
very gentlemanlike Behaviour upon all occasions ; so 
that the Officers of the Regiment very much regret- 
ted that Misfortune which brought him to an un- 
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timely End, and of which we come next to speak, 
since his Youth and the Regularity of his Life pre- 
vented any other Adventures of his coming to our 
Notice. 

It happened one Sunday evening, as he was walk- 
ing along St. James s Park with two other Soldiers, 
they met two men and two Women. Haynes un- 
luckily kissed one of the Women, upon which one of 
the men turned and broke his Head, and a Quarrel 
happening thereupon, in which (as was insisted even 
to the Time of the Death of this unfortunate Person) 
Swords were drawn by both ; however that were, he 
gave his Antagonist a Wound in the Breast, of which 
he died. For this he was apprehended and commit- 
ted Prisoner to Newgate. At the ensuing Sessions 
of the Old-Bailey he was indicted for wilfully mur- 
dering Edward Perry, by giving him a Wound on 
the left part of the Right-Breast near the Short-Ribs, 
of the Depth of twelve Inches, and of the length of 
one ; he was also indicted a second Time on the 
Statute of Stabbing, and a third Time upon the 
Coroner's Inquest for wilful Murder. On all three 
of these indictments, notwithstanding his Defence 
and the Witnesses he called, he was found guilty ; 
and although some honourable Persons took a great 
deal of Pains to procure a Pardon or Reprieve for 
him, yet it proved to no Purpose, but he and the 
aforementioned Malefactor were put into the Death- 
Warrant and ordered for Execution. For himself he 
had litrie Hopes from the Endeavours of his Friends, 
and therefore behaved himself as if he had had none, 
being not only Constant and Devout at the public 
Exercises in the Chapel, but also ardent in his De- 
votions in Private and by himself. As the Youth 
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wanted not good Sense, and had not forgotten the 
Education he had received in Ireland, so in every 
Respect while under Sentence he performed what 
could be expected from a Man of Courage and a 
Christian, under his Circumstances. A Minister out 
of Charity visited him several Times, and prayed 
with him, exhorting him always to make a clear and 
candid Confession of the Fact, and since there were 
no Hopes, not to go. to Death with a Lie between 
his Lips. Yet he persisted still in what he had at 
first declared, and continued to assert the Truth of 
that Declaration, until the Gaol Sickness brought 
him so low, that he was scarce able to speak at all. 
In this low State of Health he continued until within 
two or three Days of his Death, when he began to 
pick up Strength a little, and as soon as he was able 
to go up the Stairs, attended as usual the Devotions 
of the Chapel, and in this Frame and Disposition of 
Heart remained until the Day of his Execution came, 
upon which he appeared not only Calm but Cheer- 
ful, received the Sacrament as is usual with Male- 
factors at the Day of their Death, and behaved at it 
in a very pious and religious Manner. When he 
came to Tyburn he stood up, and intended to have 
spoken to the People, but finding himself too weak, 
he referred to a Paper, which he delivered to Mr. 
Applebee, a Printer, and which contained the Sub- 
stance of what if he had been able he would have 
there spoken ; and then after a few private Ejacula- 
tions, easily resigned up his Breath at the same Time 
with the before-mentioned Malefactor, being then in 
his twenty-first Year of his Age. I thought proper 
to insert the Copy of that Letter I have before 
spoken of, and it follows verbatim. 
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A Copy of a Paper delivered by Robert Haynes to 
Mr. Applebee the Evening before his Execution, 
which he intended to have spoken to the Specta- 
tors, but was prevented by his long Sickness whilst 
in Newgate. 

Good People, 

/ am to suffer by Law an ignominious Death {God's 
Will be done), which untimely End I never expected. 
T am a Youth, and it's above Twelve Months since I 
Enlisted into His Majesty's Service. The Character 
of my Behaviour in that Time I will leave to m-y Ac- 
quaintance to declare ; my Character was sufficiently 
testified at my Trial by Gentlemen of Worth and 
Honour. I pray God bless them for their Christian 
Charity ; T praise God my Resolution to live uprightly 
was no constraint ; as for the catcse I suffer, and the 
horrid Imputation I am charged with, which is ren- 
dered Murder, {which from, my Soul I abhor) I now 
declare as I expect Salvation, I am. unjitstly accused, 
but I freely forgive my Prosecutors, as I hope to be 
forgiven ; for what I did was accidental, and in my 
own Vindication. The real truth is as follows : 

The two Soldiers that were my Evidence desired my 
Company to drink with them ; as we were returning 
home through the Park, passing by two Women, and 
being warm with Ligtior, I presumed to give one of 
them a Kiss. The other was a m.arried Woman, and 
she resenting my Freedom, called out to her Husband 
Edward Perry deceased, and to Toms that walked be- 
fore, both entire Strangers to me. They returned, 
Toms advanced towards m.e abruptly speaking, and 
strtcck me over the Head and Shoulders with a Stick, 
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which shinned me ; he likewise urged the Deceased to 
quarrel with me. The deceased Perry, enraged, swore 
hed see me out, and struck me with his Sword in his 
• Scabbard over the Head. He drew his Sword and 
made several Passes at me. I still retreated, till pro- 
voked to draw my Sword to preserve myself. This 
Affair was in the Night. I received a Wound in my 
right hand Thumb, and a thriLst through Tny Cocit. 
This I declare to be the whole Truth, as I shall answer 
before my great God; though my Prosecutors Toms 
and the deceased Mans Wife swore quite the reverse, 
which took Place to my Rtiin. T pray God forgive 
them, their Trespasses, as I hope Forgiveness for m.y 
own. I pray God bless my good Colonel for his Care 
and Endeavours for my Safety ; T pray God bless 
him with length of days and Prosperity in all his 
Undertakings. I thank God, I never wronged Man, 
Woman, or Child, to my Knowledge ; nor was I ever 
inclined to quarrel. I heartily beg of God, Pardon 
and Forgiveness for m-y Sins, and I confide in the 
Merits of my dear Saviour, who died for the World. 
I was Baptized and bred a Member of the Church of 
England {though an imworthy and unfortunate one) 
in which Communion T hope for Salvation throiigh 
my blessed Redeemer. 

Sunday, February the 12th, 1726. 

Robert Haynes. 
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The Life ^Thomas Timms, Thomas Perry, and 
Edward Brown, Footpads. 

jHE poor unhappy Man, Thomas Timms, wzs 
I the Son of mean Parents in the Country, 
and was but indifferently educated, so that 
his future ill Deeds were capable of some 
little Extenuation. His Friends and Parents raised 
Money enough to put him apprentice to a Chair-Car- 
ver, with whom he lived very easily and honestly 
during the Space of his Apprenticeship, coming out 
of it with the Character of a honest religious young 
Lad, which he maintained after he was set up and 
married, and had probably continued to maintain it 
to the End of his Life, if he had not fallen into un- 
happy Circumstances by being out of Work, which 
obliged him to come up to Town, where for a while he 
lived pretty well upon his Business ; but at last it so 
fell off, that he was obliged to enlist himself a Soldier 
in the first Regiment of Guards, notwithstanding which 
he worked still at his Trade, as much as it was pos- 
sible for him to do and to perform his Duty. But 
Misfortune still crowded upon him, and he grew at 
first Melancholy, and at last took to Drinking, in the 
Company of ill women, who soon drew him in to 
thinking of taking dishonest Methods to obtain Mo- 
ney for the Support of their Debaucheries. Amongst 
others of his Acquaintance, there was a Woman who 
had formerly lived with a very eminent Lawyer in 
the City. It was said she had a greater Familiarity 
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with her Master than she ought to have had, and 
took the liberty to cheat him most egregiously, es- 
pecially by counterfeiting Receipts from most of the 
Tradesmen with whom her Master had any Dealing; 
by which Means she retained the Money which she 
should have paid them, in her own Hands, Some 
iMonths after, however, the Roguery was discovered, 
and her Master being newly married, he took this 
Opportunity to discharge her suddenly, and to stop 
her Mouth from telling Tales, threatened her with a 
Prosecution. However he promised her, if she went 
into any Lodgings, and gave him Notice, he would 
take care she should not want, until she could get 
herself into some Way of Business or other. This 
Gentleman had three Clerks, all of good Families, 
and good Fortunes. The Wench, after she was out 
of the House, first went into a Neighbourhood where 
the eldest of thesis Clerks and his Relations were 
very well known. Here she took upon her to be his 
Wife, and said, that they were privately married for 
fear of disobliging his Relations. By the help of this, 
she got so far into credit, that she took up near a 
hundred and twenty Potmds Worth of Things, before 
the least Apprehension was had of her being a Cheat; 
and then removing those Lodgings, she fixed herself 
in a first Floor, within a few Doors of the Gtcardian 
of her Master s second Clerk. She gave it out there, 
as she had done before, that she was privately mar- 
ried to this young Gentleman, and on the Credit 
thereof took up near a htmdred Pounds, in Silks and 
Shifts ; but just as she was upon the Point of moving 
off, and playing the same Game with the Third, she 
was detected and committed to Bridewell; from 
thence she found Means to escape, by wheedling one 
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of the Keeper s Servants, and afterwards took Lodg- 
ings in the House where this Thmns worked. Whe- 
ther she had any Hand in persuadiug him to go out 
a Robbing, or no, I cannot take upon me to say ; but 
soon after, he with his Companions, Perry and Brown, 
on the 3rd of May, went out with a Design to rob 
upon Hounslow-Heath. All that night they lay in 
the Fields, the next Morning they met a poor old 
Man, who telling them he had no Money, they let 
him go without misusing him. Not long after, they 
stopped Samuel Sells, coming from Windsor in his 
Chair. He it seems kept a Public House there. 
Him they commanded to deliver, whereupon he gave 
them three Half-Crowns ; but they insisting upon it, 
that that was too little, he thereupon gave them ten 
Shillings more, which both he and his Companions 
averred was all that they took from him, though Sells 
at their Trial swore to a much larger Sum, and that 
one of them held a Triincheon over him, and threat- 
ened him, with Abundance of Oaths, in case he made 
any Resistance. All of them denied this Part of the 
Charge, even to Death ; and said, that though they 
had Trtmcheons, yet they made no use of them, but 
kept them either in their, Breasts, or under their 
Coats. 

THOMAS PERRY, the second of these Male- 
factors, was born of Parents in such wretched Cir- 
cumstances, that when he was grown a good big Lad, 
and Death suddenly snatched them away, he found 
himself destitute of Money, of Business, and even of 
Clothes to cover him. He thereupon travelled up to 
London, and put himself Apprentice to a Glass- 
Grinder, with whom he served his Time very ho- 
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nestly and faithfully. Then he married, and lived 
by working very hard, in a reputable Manner for 
about a Twelvemonth ; after which he enlisted in the 
^vst Regiment of Foot-Gtiards, in which he served till 
the Peace of Utrecht in Flanders. After the Con- 
clusion of the Peace he returned to London in the 
same Regiment, in which he continued to serve till 
this Misfortune overtook him.. For the last Year of 
his Life, he had it seems led a more loose and ex- 
travagant Course than in all his Days before, con- 
tracting an Acquaintance with several Women of the 
Town, Creatures who are the utter Ruin of all such 
unhappy Men, especially of all unlettered inexperi- 
enced Persons as fall into their Snares. Some little 
Time before he joined with Timms, and his other 
Companion in this Robbery, he had the Misfortune 
of having his Leg bit by a Dog at Windsor, where 
he was quartered. Having no Friends, and but a 
small Allowance to subsist on, he fell under great 
Miseries there, and on his Return to Town, those 
who had formerly employed him in Glass-Grinding, 
taking distaste at his rude and wicked Behaviour, 
refused to have anything more to do with him ; 
whereupon, overwhelmed with Evils, and not know- 
ing which way to turn, he readily gave way to the 
Solicitations of Timms, who, as he declared, first pro- 
posed their going upon the Highway, a Crime which 
hitherto had not entered into Perry's Head. How- 
ever, he yielded too readily thereto, and with the 
Persons who had shared in his Crimes, came to share 
an ignominious and untimely Death. While under 
Sentence, he applied himself with great Seriousness 
and Attention, both to the public Devotions of the 
Chapel, and to what was privately read to them in 
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the Place of their Confinement ; so that though he 
was very illiterate, he was far from being obstinate ; 
and though he wanted the Advantages of Education, 
he was not deficient in Grace, which we may there- 
fore hope he might obtain Mercy. 

EDWARD BROWN, the last of these unfortu- 
nate Criminals, drew his first Breath in the City of 
Oxford, and by the Care of his Parents, attained to 
a tolerable Degree of Knowledge in the Christian 
Faith, as also in Writing, Reading, and whatsoever 
was necessary in that Station of Life, which his Pa- 
rents designed him for. Being arrived at an Age 
proper to be put out Apprentice, they placed him 
with a Glass-Grinder, to whom he served an Ap- 
prenticeship faithfully, and to his good liking when 
out of Time. He worked hard as a Journeyman, 
married a Wife, and lived in Reputation and Credit 
for some small Space ; but falling unluckily into loose 
Company, he gave himself up entirely to Drinking 
and running after ill Women, which soon ruined him 
in the Country, and obliged him to come up to Lon- 
don, for the Sake of Subsistence. How long he had 
been here, or of what Standing his Acquaintance was 
with the other two Criminals, I cannot take upon me 
to say ; only he in General was a Fellow of greater 
Openness in his Behaviour than any of the Criminals 
before mentioned. H-e said, that when they had all 
taken their Cups pretty freely together, and had spent 
every Farthing that they had amongst them, it was 
then resolved to go upon the Highway for a Supply; 
but he could not say who was the Proposer of that 
Scheme. That he himself had a Sword and Cane 
and the rest Truncheons when they attacked Mr! 



En WARD Brown, a Footpad. 127 

Sells. He gave them at two several Times, seven- 
teen Shillings, and when they pressed still for more, 
said he had but eighteen Pence about him, and begged 
they would let him have that to come to Town with, 
which he said they agreed to, and did not offer him 
any ill Usage whatever. At the same Time these 
unhappy Men were under Sentence of Death, Alex- 
ander jfones, John Piatt, Mary Reynolds, Silvia 
Sherlock, and Ann Senior, were also condemned for 
several offences ; and as is but too common with Per- 
sons in their Condition, all of them entertained strong 
Notions of Reprieves or Pardons ; so that when the 
Dead-Warrant came down, and these three found 
themselves ordered for Execution, they were not a 
little surprised ; but as they had much natural Cou- 
rage, they made even that Surprise turn to their Ad- 
vantage, and applied themselves with greater earnest- 
ness than ever to the Duties necessary to be prac- 
tised by Persons in their sad State. When the Day 
of their Execution came, they were carried in one Cart 
to Tyburn ; and as they had been Companions in that 
single Action, which had brought all of them to Death, 
so there was nobody to share in that unhappy Fate 
with them, nor were they disturbed with the Sorrows 
of other Criminals, which often distract one another's 
. Devotions at Tyburn ; where, on the contrary, their 
Behaviour was grave and decent. The public Devo- 
tions were closed with a Psalm, and they, with many 
Demonstrations of Repentance, resigned their Lives, 
on the nth of August, 1727. Timms was about 
twenty-eight Years of Age, Perry near forty, and 
Brown somewhat less than twenty-four Years old, at 
the Time of their Execution. 
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The Life of Alice Green, a Cheat, a private 
Thief and Housebreaker. 

MONGST these melancholy Relations of 
Misery and Death, I fancy it is some Ease 
to my Readers, as well as to my self, when 
the Course of my Memoirs leads me to 
mention a Story as full of incidents and followed by 
a less tragic End than the Rest. This Woman, whose 
Life I am about to relate, was the Daughter of an 
under Officer to one of the Colleges at Oxford. As 
the Doctrine of making-up small Salaries, by taking- 
up large Perquisites, prevails there as well as else- 
where, Alices Father made a Shift to keep himself, 
his Wife and five Children, in a handsome Manner, 
out of ^60 a Year, and what he made besides of his 
Place. An Affectation of Gentility had infected the 
whole Family ; the old Man had a good Voice, and 
played tolerably well on the Fiddle. This drew 
Abundance of the young smart Fellows of the Uni- 
versity to his House, and that of Course engaged his 
three Daughters to take all the Pains they were able 
to make themselves agreeable. The Mother had 
great Hopes that fine Clothes, and a jaunty Air, 
might marry her Daughters to some Gentlemen of 
tolerable Fortunes, and that one of them at least' 
might have a Chance of catching a Fellow-Commoner 
with a Thousand or two per Annum ; for which Rea- 
son, Miss Molly, Miss Jenny, and Miss Alice, were 
all bred to the Dancing-School, taught to sing prettily. 
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and to touch the Spinnet with an agreeable Air. 
In shorty the House was a Mansion of PoHteness ; 
and except the two Brothers, one of which was put 
out Apprentice to a Carpenter, and the other to a 
Shoemaker, there was not a Person to be seen in it,, 
who looked, spoke, or acted as became them in this 
Station of Life ; but it is necessary that we should 
come to a more particular Description. 

Old Peter, their Father, was a Man of mean Birth 
and of a Sort of accidental Education. He had 
lived from his Youth up in Oxford, and from the 
Time he was able to know anything, within the 
Purlieus of a College ; from whence he had gleaned 
a few Latin Sentences, Scraps of Poetry, and as the 
Master-piece of his Improvements, had acquired a 
Knack at Punning. All these mighty Qualifications, 
were bent to keeping a good House, and drinking 
two or three Quarts of strong Ale, accompanied with 
a Song, and two or three Hours scraping at Night. 
The Mother, again, was the last Remnant of a 
decayed Family who charged its Ruin on the Civil 
Wars. She was exceedingly puffed-up with the 
Notions of her Birth, and the Respect that was due 
to a Person not sprung from the Vulgar. Her Edu- 
cation had extended no farther than the Knowledge 
of Preserving, Pickling, and making Fricasees, a 
pretty exact Knowledge in the several Kinds of 
Points, and a Judgment not to be despised, in the 
Choice of Lace, Silks, or Ribbands. She affected 
Extravagance, that she might not appear mean, and 
troublesomely ceremonious, that she might not seem 
to want good Manners. Clothes for herself and 
Daughters, a good Quantity of China, and some 
other Exuberances of a Fancy almost turned mad 

VOL. II. K 



130 The Life of 

with the Love of Finery, made up the Circle of what 
took up her thoughts, the Daughters participating in 
'their Parents' Tempers. But what was wonderful 
indeed, the Sons were honest, sober, industrious 
young Men. 

In the Midst of all this Mirth and Splendour, the 
Father died, and left them all totally without Support 
other than their own Industry could procure them. 
Slender Provision indeed ! Miss Molly, the eldest, 
was about twenty-two at the Time of her Father's 
Death, and her Sisters were each of them younger 
than her, 2XiA Alice a Year younger than yenny, and 
about Eighteen. The Mother was at her Wit's ends 
to know how to procure a Living for herself and 
them ; but an old Gentleman in one of the Colleges 
to whom Peter had been very useful, and who there- 
fore attained a grateful Sense of his Service, was so 
kind as to give Fifty Pounds towards putting out the 
Daughters ; and took care to see the youngest, Alice, 
placed with a Mantua-maker in London. Molly fell 
into a Consumption, as was generally said, for the 
Love of a young Gentleman, who used to spend his 
Evenings at her Father's ; and who marrying a 
young Lady of suitable Birth and Fortune to him- 
self, was retired into Shropshire. Jenny ran away 
with a Servitor, and was lost to her Mother and her 
Friends ; so that Alice had it in her Power to be 
tolerably provided for, if she had inclined to have 
lived virtuously, and not to have frustrated the Offers 
of good Fortune ; but she was wild and silly from 
her Cradle, born without Capacity to do Good to her- 
self, and endued only with so much Cunning as served 
her to ruin others. 

The first Intrigue she had after her coming up to 
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London was with a young Fellow, who was Clerk 
to a Justice of the Peace in the Neighbourhood. 
Before he saw Alice he had been a careful industrious 
young Man ; and through his Master's Kindness and 
his saving Inclinations, had pick'd up some Money ; 
but from the Time that his Master's Lady had a Suit 
of Clothes made up by Alices Mistress, and which 
occasioned her first coming about the House, poor 
Mr. Philip became the Victim of her Charms, and 
moped up and down like a Hen that had lost her 
Chickens. It was not long before the Justice's 
Daughters found out his Passion ; and having com- 
municated their discovery to their Maids, exposed 
him to be the Laughing-stock of the whole House. 
Never was poor young Fellow so pestered ; one 
asked him whether he liked the Wife with three 
Trades ? Another was enquiring whether he had cast 
up the amount of Remnants of Silk, Shreds of Lace, 
and the Savings that might be made out of Linings, 
Facings, and Robings. The Justice took notice that 
Philip had left off reading the News ; and the old 
Lady wondered he had forgot playing upon the 
Organ in her Husband's Study ; but all this served 
rather to increase than to abate his Passion ; so that 
he neglected no Opportunity of meeting and paying 
his Addresses to his Mistress. She was no less 
careful on her side ; and in a short space it was 
agreed that Alice should run away from her Mistress, 
of whom she had grown heartily weary ; and that 
Philip shetrid counterfeit most excessive Grief at 
his Loss, in order to prevent the least Suspicion of 
his being privy thereto. Having adjusted this, it 
was not long before they put their Design in Execu- 
tion ; and Philip first having provided a Lodging for 
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her in Brewer's-street, she on a Sunday in the 
Evening, when all the r-est of the Family were out, 
removed from her Mistress's House in a Court near 
the Strand, taking all that belonged to her in a 
Hackney Coach, leaving the Key at an Alehouse. 
Philip had so good a Character, that the Grief he 
affected on this Occasion passed for Reality upon all 
the House ; and the Flight of Alice had no other 
effect than to excite a new spring of Raillery on the 
loss of his Mistress. He laid out the greatest Part 
of what he had saved in five Years' Service in fur- 
nishing out two Rooms for her very neatly, passing 
himself where she lodged for the Son of a Gentle- 
man of Fortune in the Country, who had married 
against his Friends' Consent, and was therefore 
obliged to keep his Wife in a Place in Privacy, until 
Things at Home could be made easy. For some- 
time the Lovers lived mighty happily together ; and 
nothing was wanting to complete Philip's Wishes, 
than that they were married ; for Alice never making 
such a Proposal, now and then disturbed his Thoughts, 
and put him a little out of Humour. Things re- 
mained in this state with a little Alteration for about 
five Months, till an Irish Captain coming to Lodge 
pretty near where Philip had placed Alice, he found 
a way to see her twice or thrice ; and being a Fellow 
of a smooth Tongue, a handsome Person, and an im- 
moderate Assurance, it was not long before he became 
Master of her Affections ; and the Temper of Philip 
having been always too grave for her, in about three 
Weeks' Time she let the Captain into the Truth of 
the whole Story ; and at his Persuasion, during the 
Time Philip was at Surrey Assizes, sold off the 
Furniture of her Lodgings, and directing a Letter to 
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be left for him at his Master's House by the Penny- 
post, moved off with her new Gallant. 

It would be impossible, should I attempt it, to des- 
cribe the Agony the poor young Fellow was in at the 
Receipt of Alices Epistle, in which she told him 
flatly, she was weary of him, and had got another 
Gallant, and if he pretended to look after her or give 
her any other Uneasiness, she would send a full Ac- 
count of all things to his Master. This the Jilt was 
Sensible would keep him quiet, for as he depended 
solely on his Favour, so a Story of this sort would 
have inevitably deprived him of it for ever. It 
answered her intent, and the Force he put upon his 
Passions, cost him a severe fit of Sickness. Alice 
in the meanwhile indulged for about a Week with 
her Irish Captain, at the End of which, he beat her 
and turned her out of Doors. 'Twas in vain for her 
to talk of her Goods and Clothes ; the Captain had 
carried her amongst a set of his Acquaintance, who 
on the first Quarrel called her a thousand foolish 
English Whores, and bid her go back to her ytistices 
Clerk again. In the midst of her Affliction, with 
nothing on but a Linen Gown, and about three 
Shillings in her Pocket, the Watchman on coming his 
Rounds, found her sitting on the Steps at the door 
where the Captain lodged. He asked her what she did 
there. She said her Husband and she had quarrelled 
and he had shut her out. The Watchman was going 
away satisfied with the Answer, when the Captain 
called out at the Window, told him she was a Street- 
Walker, and bid him take her away. The Landlady 
confirmed this, and the Fellow laying fast hold on her 
Shoulder, compelled her to go with him to the 
Watch-house. However a Shilling procured her her 
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Liberty, and a favourable Report to the Constable, 
that she was a honest young Woman, who had the 
Misfortune to be Married to an ill Husband, who 
turned her into the Street, and she was afraid would 
not suffer her to come in again that Night. Upon 
the hearing of this the Constable bid her sit down by 
the Fire, gave her a Glass of Brandy, and promised 
her she should be as safe and as easy as the Place 
would allow her for that Night, but unluckily for 
Alice, as she went to take the. Glass out of the 
Constables Hand, he knew her Face, and the next 
Morning conducted Mrs. Alice, much against her 
Will, home to her Mistress. One of her Fellow- 
Apprentices ran with the News to the fustices, and 
one of the Daughters whispered it in Philifs Ears, 
as he was writing a Recognizance in the Jtistice's 
Book. Philip no sooner heard it, but he fell down 
in a Swoon, and about half an Hour was spent before 
they could bring him again to himself The young 
Lady who had played him the Trick, immediately 
quitted the Room, and he upon opening his Eyes 
and perceiving her gone, pretended it was a sudden 
Fit, and that he had been used to them when a Child. 
As much as he had suffered by this ungrateful Woman, 
he took the first opportunity to go to a Coffee-house 
within a Door or two of her Mistress, in order to 
learn what was become of her. There was but one 
Person in the Manttia-maker s House who had been 
trusted with his ever having visited her at all, and 
they too were ignorant that she had ever run away 
with him ; Philip therefore sent for his Confidant, 
from whom he received information, that after snivel- 
ling and crying for an Hour or two, she took Ad- 
vantage of being left alone in a Parlour, though the 
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Door was locked, and getting out at the Window into 
the Back-yard, made a shift to scramble over the Top 
of the House or Office into the Court, and so made 
her Escape to the Water-side, where her Mistress 
found she had taken a pair of Oars, but though they 
followed her to the Faulcon-S fairs, yet they were not 
able to retrieve her. Philip at this News was ex- 
ceedingly grieved, and returned home again very dis- 
consolate on this Occasion. Alice in the meantime 
lurked about in St. George's- Fields till Evening, and 
then crossing the Bridge, walked on towards St. 
y antes s. However dirty and despisable her Dress, 
yet as she had a very pretty Face, and a very engag- 
ing Manner of Speaking at first Sight, she drew in a 
Merchant's Book-keeper as she walked down Cornhill, 
to carry her to a certain Tavern at the Corner of 
Bishopsgate Street, where after a good Supper, and a 
bottle or two of Wine, she engaged him to take her a 
Lodging, and by Degrees to give her a great Deal of 
fine Clothes ; in return for which she flattered him so 
greatly, that he grew as fond of her, and as much a 
Fool, as ever Philip had been. 

In the meantime her Sister, who was much of her 
Disposition, had been turned off jay the young Fellow 
she had run away with from Oxford, and in a 
miserable condition had trotted up to Town, in order 
to see whether she could have better Luck with an- 
other Gallant. One Night as she was strolling 
through Leadenhall-street in her Vocation, she saw 
her Sister Alice and the Book-keeper who kept her, 
walking home with a Servant, and a Candle and a 
Lanthorn before them. Jenny did not think fit to 
Speak to them, but dogging them privately home, 
called upon her Sister the next Day, and was mighty 
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well received. The Couple now took every Oppor- 
tunity (notwithstanding the allowance of the Book- 
keeper) to make Alice stroll out with her together, 
and wandered about mightily in quest of Adventures, 
till it began to grow towards ten o'Clock, and the 
fear of a Visit from her Keeper, drove Alice to her 
Lodgings. This Trade, without any remarkable Ac- 
cident, was practised for about three Months, when 
on a sudden the Book-keeper vanished, and Alice 
in three Weeks' Time, heard not a Word of him. 
This threw both the Sisters into a heavy Peck of 
Troubles, and the more because he had always kept 
it a Secret in whose Family he lived, and went to the 
People where ^/z'f^ lodged by another Name than his 
own. However they got Money enough by Sparks 
they picked up to live pretty easily together, and that 
no Misfortune might go too near their Hearts, they fell 
to drinking of Brandy at the Rate of a Quart or two 
a Day. It seems the Woman at whose House they 
lodged was herself given to Drinking, and so by treat- 
ing her they fell into the same Vice. The Landlady 
in return was mighty Civil to them, and every now 
and then invited them down Stairs to drink with her. 
One Evening when they were below Stairs, there 
happened to be some discourse about a Trial at the 
Sessions-House, whereupon Alice expressed her desire, 
of seeing the Trials, and her Sister agreeing in the 
Request their Landlady agreed to carry them the 
next Morning. Accordingly they were at Sessions- 
House by the time the Court was set ; and the two 
young Sluts were exceedingly merry at the wretched 
appearance the poor Creatures made at the Bar ; 
when in the midst of their mirth, a Man was brought 
up to plead to his Indictment, who had only a Blanket 
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wrapped over his Shirt to keep him from the 
Weather. They were laughing and talking to some 
of the People behind them, when Jenny patted her 
Sister to take notice of what the Man was charged 
with. Alice listened and heard the Indictment read, 
which was for breaking open an Escritore and taking, 
out of it Ninety Guineas, two Diamond Rings, and a 
Gold Tweezer. When the Clerk had done Reading, 
the Criminal answered with a low Voice, Not Giiilty, 
and the Keeper thereupon took him from the Bar. 
As he turned, his Face being towards them, Alice 
saw that it was the Book-keeper who had lived with 
her, and in a low Voice whispered her Sister, as I hope 
to live it is our Tom. They did not stay much longer, 
but began to consider as soon as they got home, what 
was to be done. Alice was sensible that the Tweezer 
Case mentioned in the Indictment had been given her, 
and was under a thousand Frights and Fears that it 
should be discovered, and was above all, wondrous 
careful of her Landlady, that she did not go any more 
to the Trials that Sessions. The Day they heard 
that Sentence was passed, Jenny went to one of the 
Runners at Newgate, and giving him a Shilling, asked 
what was become of such a Person : the Fellow 
answered that he was to be transported. Jenny 
came immediately home with the News to her Sister; 
she shed a few Tears, and said what if he should want 
in Newgate ? Nay, says Jenny, let him want what he 
will, I'm sure you shall not be Fool enough to Pawn 
your Things to relieve him, and as her Fit of com- 
passion was soon over, so they determined to remove 
their Lodgings, for Fear if he were under Necessity 
(as they could not well doubt he was, considering 
the Figure he made at his Trial) he might send to her. 
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But they needed not to have been under any Ap- 
prehensions of that Sort, for Shame and Grief had 
brought him so low, that the Gaol Distemper seizing 
on him, he died the same Week he had been tried, 
and the Runner to whom Jenny had given the 
ShiUing, remembering her Face, stopped her in the 
Street, and told her the News. When Alice heard it 
she pretended to fall into Fits, and express Abund- 
ance of Sorrow and Concern, the Sorrows of which 
were not however so deep, but that Brandy and two 
Days' Time effaced them so well, that she dressed 
in the best Manner she was able, in order to go out 
and look for a Spark. 

Unfortunately for her, her Amours produced the 
usual Consequence, a loathsome Distemper, which 
seizing about the same Time both her Sister and her- 
self, through want of proper Care ruined both their 
Constitutions ; and the ill Consequences being in- 
creased by the Use of improper Food, they were 
quickly after in such a Condition that their infamous 
Trade of Prostitution fell off and they were in 
Danger both of Starving- and Rotting. In this Dis- 
tress, they knew not what to do, till at last speaking 
with an old Woman whom they had scraped Ac- 
quaintance with, she readily offered them the use of 
her House, and to engage for a Surgeon, who should 
complete their Cure. The Sisters were overjoyed at 
this, and in a Hurry accepted her Offer, removing 
themselves, and what little valuable Moveables they 
had the next Week. They were received with great 
Courtesy and Kindness, and the old Woman, from 
an Acquaintance of three Weeks, assured them that 
they were no less dear to her, than if they had been 
her own Daughters. This Treatment continued till 
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they were in the Height of a Salivation, and then 
they were acquainted with Usage of another Sort. 
This Distemper was very expensive, their Course of 
P^jj/'S'^if very troublesome, it required much Attendance, 
they were Strangers to her, and so by Degrees the 
old Woman got from them most of the Trinkets they 
brought with them. So that when they were come a 
little to themselves, and nourishing Food was re- 
quired to restore them to perfect Soundness, they had 
no Way left to procure it, but by pawning or selling 
their Clothes, which being quickly done, and the 
Money spent, Nakedness and Poverty became their 
Companions. Thus they became plunged in Misery, 
and exposed to the daily Insults of the Bawd, who 
treated them Cruelly, now she had them absolutely in 
her Power. Alice was so uneasy under it, that having 
one Night got a few clean Things about her, she 
resolved to venture out in a- thin linen Gown, to see 
what might be done, to free them from these Diffi- 
culties. She had not got lower than Southampton- 
street in the Strand, before a Gentleman welldressed, 
though much in Liquor, invited her to go with him 
to his Chambers. He carried her as far as Essex 
Street, and then turning down to the Temple, brought 
her into Rooms richly furnished, up two pair of Stairs. 
She saw nobody that he had to attend him, but 
everything seemed in exact Order, and so without 
farther Ceremony, to bed they went. His Weight 
of Liquor soon forced him to Sleep, but ^/zV-i? whose 
Head was full of the Miseries which she had so long 
gone through, arose, and put on her Clothes. Search- 
ing his Pockets, . she found a gold Watch, nineteen 
Guineas, and a large gold Medal. She was so much 
surprised with the Richness of the Booty, and yet 
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this being her first Fact, so confounded within her- 
self, that she knew not well what to do. At last she 
with great Difficulty forced opened the Chamber- 
Door, which he had locked, and laid the Key where 
she could not find it. Next she came to the outward 
Door of the Chambers, in which the Key was, and so 
there was no Difficulty in getting out ; but then 
finding it impossible to shut the Door after her with- 
out locking it, she even did so, and carried away the 
Key. She made all the Haste she could Home to 
her Landlady, and without considering the Con- 
sequences, paid her six Pounds which she demanded, 
got some Clothes out of her Hands, which she had 
retained as a Security for the Money. Then she re- 
moved with her Sister, as privately as she could, to 
an Inn in Smithfield, and from thence, the next Day, 
they removed to a little Lodging in a narrow Lane by 
St. James s, where downright Fear made them keep 
so much within Doors, that they had almost spent all 
their Money in six Weeks Time, without thinking of 
any Method to get more. At last, fenny, as being 
least in Danger, equipped herself as well as she 
could, and ventured about Nine o'Clock one Evening 
into the Streets. She walked about for half an 
Hour, without meeting with any Adventure, but at 
last picked up an innocent Country looking Lad. 
They had not gone far together towards a Tavern, 
before the Constable and his Body- Guard of Watch- 
men surprised and hurried them away to Wood Street 
Compter. There she remained till the next Day, 
when it was intimated to her, that if she could pro- 
duce a Couple of Guineas, they would be looked, 
upon as good Bail. She sent privately for her Sister 
Alice, who not having so much Money, foolishly 
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offered the gold Medal as a Security, Some of the 
Limbs of the Law thereabout were acquainted with 
the Gentleman of the Temple who lost it, and it being 
shewn up and down to know its Value, they declared 
it was stolen ; and Alice, instead of procuring her 
Sister's Liberty, was forced into the same Prison, and 
confined with her. As it was about three Weeks to 
the Sessions, they were permitted to remain at the 
Compter during that Time. 

This was a deeper Plunge of Misfortune than they 
had ever yet known, and the Fear of Hanging, was 
so strong, that Alice, in order to avoid it, resolved 
upon making an Application to a Person to whom 
otherwise she would never have made herself known. 
Who should this be, but Philip, who was lately mar- 
ried, but still did the Business of his old Master the 
Justice, and therefore was always to be met with a 
this House, though he had now got a little Place upon 
which he was capable of living pretty handsomely. 
Alices Letter reached him just as he was sitting down 
to Dinner. The surprise he was in was so great, that 
it could not be hid from the Company. However to 
cover the Cause of it, he pretended that it brought 
him News of a Person being gone off, for whom he 
was Bail, and which obliged him not to lose a Minute 
in going to see what might be done. So putting on 
his Hat, and entreating some Gentlemen who were at 
Table with him, not to disturb themselves, for he 
should be back in half an Hour, away he went 
directly to the Compter, and having an Influence over 
the People in Power there, he prevailed upon them 
to have her let out to an adjacent Tavern. The Af- 
fliction she had gone through had altered, but not im- 
paired her Beauty. Philip, as ill used as he had been 
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by her, could not forbear bursting into Tears, at the 
Sight of the miserable Condition in which she was. 
As soon as his Surprise was over, she Acquainted 
him with the true Sta te of the Case, and begged 
his Assistance in prevailing on the injured Gentleman 
to soften the Prosecution. He promised her all that 
was in his power, but desired to know, after what 
Manner she intended to live, in Case her Liberty- 
could ever be regained. She cried and promised to 
work hard for her Bread, rather than fall into that 
miserable Plight again ; and then told him, how un- 
fortunately it happened, that her Sister also was in- 
volved in the same Calamity. Philip, at parting, 
presented her with a Guinea, and told her, she should 
have the same every Week; while she remained there, 
assuring her also, that he would not fail coming to 
her the next Day at Noon, and informing her of the 
Temper in which he found her Antagonist. It hap- 
pened that the Tempter was Philip's intimate Ac- 
quaintance, and had a Seat near his Father's House 
in the Country. Philip told him the Truth of the 
Story, and how he came to interest himself so far in 
the Affair. The Gentleman was not hard to be pre- 
vailed on, and said he did not conceive it would be of 
any Service to the Women to let them be set at 
Liberty, considering the Course of Life they would 
be obliged immediately to fall into for Bread. That 
for his part, he inclined rather to procure them 
Liberty to transport themselves ; and that they might 
not be destitute in a strange Country, he was not 
averse, notwithstanding his Loss, to give them some- 
thing towards putting them in a Condition of getting 
their Livelihood when they came over. Philip 
readily agreed to this, though he was fearful of its 
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proving an Expedient little agreeable to the Women. 
However, the next Day, when he went, he sent for 
them both to the Tavern, and proposed it ; when to 
his great Wonder, Alice said it was' the most agree- 
able Thing that could have befallen her. She was 
sensible of the Manner in which she had lived, in her 
native Country, and of the Difficulty there would be 
of her amending here ; and though her Sister Jenny 
was at first very averse, she yet quickly brought her 
to be as complying as herself, and to wish nothing 
more than the Possibility of living honest in any "of 
the Plantations. Philip carried this News at Night 
to the Temple, and the Gentleman there, who was a 
great Humourist, was so much taken with the 
Temper and Spirit of Alice, that he would needs see 
her again, and thereupon accompanied Philip the 
next Day to the Place of her Confinement. There 
everything was soon settled, the Templer procured 
their Discharge, put them to board at a House which 
he could command, and bargained with a Captain of 
a New-England Vessel for their Passage thither, not 
as for Persons who had been guilty of any Misdeeds 
here, but as of young Women of good Families, who 
were unwilling to go to Service here, and' have there- 
fore got their Friends to raise as much Money as 
would send them over there, where perhaps they 
might meet with better Fortune. In short, their two 
Benefactors furnished them wath Things to the 
Amount of two hundred Pounds, accompanied them 
themselves on Board the Vessel, and recommended 
them to the Captain, with as much Earnestness as if 
they had been their near Relations. Coming in this 
Light into the Colonies abroad, they were received 
with great Hospitality, and treated with much Kind- 
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ness and Respect ; and in fine, after remaining here 
about half a Year, Jane married a Gentleman of as 
good Fortune as any in the Country, and her Sister, 
not long after, had the same Luck. Jane did not 
indeed survive it long ; but Alice outlived her first 
Husband, and marrying a Second, returned into 
England, where she is still Living in as much respect 
and esteem as any Gendewoman in the County 
where she inhabits. 



An Account of the horrid Murder of Mr. Widding- 
ton Y)2x\)j, committed in his Chambers in the Temple 
on the nth of April i']2'j,for which one Henry 
Fisher was apprehended and committed to Newgate, 
from, whence he escaped. 

jH E deceased Mr. Darby was a young Gen- 
tleman who made an extraordinary good 
Appearance in the World. He wore gene- 
rally fine Rings, rich Snuff-Boxes, and an 
extraordinary Gold-Watch about him. These Things 
possibly tempted a needy Person of his Acquaintance 
to be guilty of that barbarous Murder, which was 
committed upon him. He lived in the Chambers 
belonging to Sir George Cook's Office in the Temple. 
His Servant lived in another Place, and went home 
every Night, and it happened the Night before, or 
rather in that wherein he was murdered, that Mr. 
Darby had a good deal of Company with him, who 
supping late, they did not go away until Eleven 
o'clock, when Mr. Darby s Servant also retired to his 
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Lodgings. The next Morning, being Tuesday, about 
Nine o'clock, Mr. Darby was found dead in the 
said Office, his Skull penetrated with a Pistol Ball, 
his Ear and Hand cut, his Rings, Watch, and other 
valuables taken away, besides his Escritore broken 
open, and his Money and Linen taken from thence. 
The next Day the Coroner's Inquest sat thereon, but 
being able to make no Discovery of the Murder, they 
thought fit to adjourn Sine die, as soon as the Coroner 
had made an Order for the Interment of his Corpse, 
which was done accordingly in a Vault in the Church 
of St. Andrew s, Holborn. Some Time passed be- 
fore any Light was got into this Affair ; at length 
Mr. Moody, who had been upon the Coroner's In- 
quest which had sat on the Body of Mr. Darby, re- 
ceived Information that one Fisher, who had been in 
very bad Circumstances, and as an Acquaintance, 
had been relieved by the deceased Mr. Darby, was 
all of a sudden, since the Commission of the Murder 
observed to have a great deal of Money, and had paid 
some Debts which had been troublesome to him, and 
was observed to have some valuable Things about 
him which had never been seen before. These Cir- 
cumstances appearing altogether very suspicious^ Mr. 
Moody acquainted Mr. York with it, who had been 
,very assiduous in taking all Measures possible for 
the Discovery of this horrid Assignation. He falling 
readily into Mr. Moody s Opinion, they agreed to- 
gether, that the likeliest Method to find out the truth 
was to go to Mr. Willoughby, who was Fisher s 
Landlord, and known to be a very honest Man. 
Accordingly they went to him to a Tavern in South- 
ampton Street, where they understood he was, and 

VOL II. L 



146 The Life of 

falling into Discourse about Mr. Darby s Murder, 
they insinuated to him the Suspicions they had of his 
Lodger. It seems Mr. Willoughby was not without 
some Jealousy before they spoke, and therefore 
acquainted them that he was now out, and that 
it was a proper Time for them to go and search 
his Box, which Mr. York readily agreed to do ; and 
having locked themselves into the House to prevent 
any surprise, they then broke it open, and found in it 
a Pair of loaded Pistols and a dark Lantern. Mr. 
Willoughby^ while Mr. York and Mr. Moody were 
looking on these Things, broke open another Box, 
and found in it the Top and Bottom of a Snuff Box, 
a Vizard Mask, and a pair of laced Ruffles. The 
Remains of the Snuff-box Mr. York knew to have 
belonged to the Deceased, and he had reason to 
suspect the Ruffles also to have been his ; so that it 
was immediately agreed to go before the Honourable 
Sir William Thompson, in order to procure a 
Warrant. There they made an Affidavit of the 
several Circumstances attending their Discovery, 
and Sir William, upon the Examination also of a 
Lady, who produced a piece of Lace before she had 
seen the Ruffle, and declared that if it were Mr. 
Darby's it must tally therewith, which on a Com- 
parison it did very exactly, a Warrant was accor- 
dingly granted. It appeared also at the same Time, 
upon the Oath of Mr. Willoughby, that the Day 
Mr. Darby was Murdered, Fisher borrowed half a 
Crown of him to pay his Washer Woman, and was 
in the utmost Necessity for Money. A Woman 
swore a Person very like Fisher was hovering about 
Mr. Darby s Chambers the Night the Murder was 
committed; and it was proved by the Oath of 
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another Person that Fisher came not to his Lodging 
until two o'clock on Tuesday Morning, on which Mr. 
Darby was found murdered. About Eight o'Clock 
a Porter came and informed Fisher of Mr. Darby s 
being murdered, at which he shewed little Concern, 
and locked himself up for some Hours. Things 
being thus over at Sir William Thompsons, Mr. 
Willoughby, Mr. York, and Mr. Moody, returned to 
his Lodgings. About two o'Clock in the Morning he 
came in, and they seized him, having a Constable 
and proper Assistance for that Purpose. On Sunday 
at Noon he was carried before Sir William Thompson 
in order to be examined, when he said : 

That about the latter End of the Week in which 
Mr. Darby was murdered, as he was passing through 
Lincoln s-Inn-Fields about four in the Afternoon, he 
took up under the Wall of Lincoln s-Inn Gardens a 
white paper Parcel, in which were contained several 
things of great Value belonging to the Deceased. 
Some of the Diamonds he acknowledged he sold to 
a Jeweller in Pater Noster Row for ten Guineas ; the 
Watch he pawned for nine Guineas to a Person at a 
Brasier's in Bond Street, and sold the Gold Chain and 
Swivels to a Person in Lombard Street. He abso- 
lutely denied all Knowledge of the Murder, and said 
at the Time it happened, he was at a Billiard Table 
in Duke Street, Si. yamess. When taken, there 
was found upon him two of Mr. Darby s Rings with 
the Stones taken out, wrapped up in a Paper with 
his Seal, the Arms of which were taken out ; and on 
these Circumstances he was committed to Newgate. 

Soon after this the Coroner granted his Warrant, 
and an Order being thereupon obtained from the 
Commons, Mr. Darby s Body was taken up, and his 
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Head opened by an eminent Surgeon, in the Presence 
of several Persons, who found a large lacerated 
Wound on the Head of Mr. Darby, near the left 
Ear, the temporal Bone on that side being very much 
fractured, several pieces of which stuck in the Brain 
on the same side. He found likewise the temporal 
Bone on the other side, exactly opposite, broken, the 
pieces thereof were not removed from their places, 
but easily removed upon his attempting to take them 
away. He took out the Brain, and the Bullet drop- 
ped upon the Pillow which lay upon the Ground un- 
der his head. It appeared upon comparing the said 
Bullet taken out of the Head, with some other 
Bullets found in Custody of Henry Fisher, at that 
Time in Newgate on Suspicion of the Murder, that it 
seemed to have been cast in the same Mould, and 
when weighing it with one of these Bullets, it was 
very little lighter, and fitted the Bore of one of the 
Pistols found in Fisher s Custody, even that Pistol 
which by some signs looked as if it had been dis- 
charged, though afterwards loaded again. 

This Fisher was the son of an eminent Clothier in 
the West of England, who had sent him to Loizdon, 
and put him out Clerk to an Attorney, and had done 
everything in his Power which he was able, and 
which was reasonable to do ; but Fisher being extra- 
vagant, lived far beyond the Rate which was consis- 
tent with the Supplies he received from his Father, 
so that when pressed by his Necessities, he had often 
applied to Mr. Darby for Relief, When in Newgate 
he affected a most unseasonable Gaiety and Uncon- 
cernedness in his Behaviour, although the Circum- 
stances were so strong against him, as occasioned it 
to prevail as the general Opinion that he would be 
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convicted. However, he and the famous Roger 
Johnson took Advantage of the Workmen labouring 
on the Cells which were then Building ; and by break- 
ing a Hole through a place done up only with lath and 
Plaster, they got down one of the Workmen's 
Ladders, and so made their Escape. yohnson was 
afterwards retaken and tried for breaking Prison, Lut 
alleging it was done by Fisher, he was acquitted, and 
this Henry Fisher, the supposed Murderer of Mr. 
Darby, was never heard of afterwards. 



The Life of Joshua Cornwall, a Thief and House 

Breaker. 

[HOUGH Vices are undoubtedly the chief 
Instruments that bring unhappy Persons to 
that ignominious Death which the Law hath 
appointed for enormous Offences yet it often 
happens to young Persons especially that Folly 
rather than Wickedness brings them first into the 
Road of Ruin, in which, led on by delusive Hopes, 
they continue to run .until a disastrous Fate over- 
takes them and puts an End at once to their vicious 
Race and to their Lives, of which the Criminal, 
whose Memoirs at present employ our Pen, is such 
an Example as I hope while its Relation entertains, it 
may also instruct my Readers to avoid his Errors. 

This unfortunate Man was the Son of reputable 
and honest Parents, in the Town of Briggs, in the 
County of Lincoln. Their Circumstances were such 
as enabled them to give him an Education, and the 
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Desire they had of doing everything that was pos- 
sible for their Son, indined them not to be wanting 
in this particular. His Mother was fond of him to a 
Fault, and by her Indulgence being permitted to run 
up and down amongst young People of his own Age, 
riding cross the Country to Friends, and other Di- 
versions of a like Nature, he lost all Liking to things 
of a serious Nature, and without thinking how to 
procure the necessaries of Life, was altogether taken 
up in enjoying those Pleasures to which he had the 
greatest Inclination. In the Midst of this pleasant 
Situation of Things, at least as it appeared to him at 
that Time, the Prospect was darkened by the Death 
of his Mother. His Father retained for him a due 
paternal Affection, but had no Notion of permitting 
him to go on in the Life he led, and therefore to 
break him of that, as well as to make him acquainted 
with an honest Method of getting his Living, he put 
him out Apprentice to a Baker in Hull. But as 
kindness seemed of all things the most Fatal to this 
unhappy Man, so the Acquaintance and Friendship 
which his Master had for Cornwall's Family, be- 
came a new Means of leading him into Misfortune ; 
for he treating the young Man rather with a Tender- 
ness due to a Son, than that Severity which is usually 
practised towards Apprentices and Servants, gave him 
an Opportunity of renewing his old Course of Life, 
and instead of inclining him to behave in a Manner 
which might deserve such Lenity, gave him on the 
contrary Occasion frequently to abuse it, by running 
from one Dancing-bout and Merry-making to another 
without the least care of his Master's Business, who 
out of downright affection forbore to restrain his 
Follies with that Harshness which they deserved, and 
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which any other Person would have used. At length 
having acquired so grfeat a habit of Laziness, and so 
strong an Aversion to Business, that he found it im- 
possible for him to live longer in the Country, he 
even came up to London, that great Receptacle of 
those who are either unable or unwilling to live any- 
where else. Here he got into the Service of several 
Persons of worth, as a Footman, and discharged his 
Duty well ; indeed it was a kind of Life which of all 
others suited him best, and he obtained a tolerable 
Reputation, whereby he got into the Service of one 
Mr. Fenwick, a Gentleman of Fortune. Here it was 
that through Desire of abounding in Money, he 
either drew in others, or was drawn in himself, to 
commit that Crime which cost him his Life. It 
seems that in Mr. FenwicMs Family, there was a 
great deal of Plate used, which stood in a Btiffet. This 
tempted Cornwall, and it is very likely gave him the 
first Notion of attempting to rob the House, in which 
Project, when he had once formed it, he resolved to 
take in one Rivers, a debauched Companion of his, 
as Partner. 

This Rivers was certainly easily" enough prevailed 
on to join in the Commission of the Fact, and after 
several Meetings to consult upon proper Measures, 
Rivers at last proposed that their Scheme should be 
put in Execution, as soon as possible ; and that he 
might the more perfectly conceive how it was to be 
managed he went home with Cornwall, and looked 
upon the House. Soon after this, they held their last 
Consultation, and Cornwall saying to Rivers, that he 
must bring some other Person to assist him, Rivers 
made choice of one Girst, and coming with him at 
the appointed Hour, Cornwall \n his Shir^ opened 
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the Door, and let them in. In the Bufet, there 
stood a Candle lighted in a silver Candlestick, by 
which they were directed to the Rest of the Plate, 
which as soon as they had taken out, they placed all 
together upon the Carpet, and fell next to rifling Mr. 
Fenwick's Bureau, and took out a great Quantity 
of Linen, a Lady's laced Head, the Tea Equipage, 
and two silver Canisters. Then making it up into a 
Bundle, it was carried to>Rivers Lodgings in Vmegar 
Yard, Drtiry Lane. All this could not be per- 
formed with so little Noise as not to disturb the 
Family. Mr. Fenwick himself heard the Noise, being 
awakened by his Wife, who had heard it for some 
time but it ceasing, they fell asleep again, until one of 
his Servants came up in the Morning, and told his 
Master that the House had been robbed, the Plate 
taken away, and a Window in the back Parlour left 
open, about which, as he could observe no Marks of 
Violence, he was led to suspect it was opened by 
somebody in the Family ; upon which Cornwall and 
a Maid in the House -were immediately thought to 
have a Hand in it. However, as there was no Sort 
of Proof, Mr. Fciiwick forbore seizing them at that 
Time, and contented himself with advertising his 
Plate ; which Advertisement coming into the Hands 
of a Pawnbroker, to whom a Part of it had been 
pledged, he immediately gave Notice, that it was 
pawned to him by one Rivers. A Warrant being 
upon this obtained for the Searching of River's 
Lodgings, a Note was there found, directed to 
Thomas Rivers, Glover, in Guy's Court, Vinegar 
Yard, Drury Lane, in which were these Words : 
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Dear Tom, 

Let me see you at seven 6 Clock to morrow Morning, 
at the Postern Spring, Tower Hill, besure. 

Joshua Cornwaix. 

Upon this, Cornwall was immediately taken up, 
and G^eW/ readily made himself an Evidence. In a 
few Days after, Sessions coming on, Joshua Corn- 
wall and Thomas Rivers, were indicted for burgla- 
riously breaking the House of Nicholas Fenwick, 
Esq ; and taking thence divers Pieces of Plate, to 
the Value of eighty-five Poicnds, nineteen Shillings, 
Holland Shirts to the Value of twenty Pounds, and 
other Goods of the said Mr. Fenwick, on the 8th 
day of September, 1 730, which indictment being fully 
proved, the Jury found Thomas Rivers guilty there- 
of ; but being dubious, whether considering Joshtia 
Cornwall, as a Servant within the House of Mr. 
Fenwick, could be properly convicted of burglariously 
Breaking into his said Master's House, they found 
their Verdict as to him special ; which the Judges 
having considered, they were unanimously of Opi- 
nion, that the Crime was in its Nature a Burglary ; 
whereupon, at the following Sessions at the Old 
Bailey, the Criminal was brought to the Bar, and 
being acquainted with their Lordships' Opinion, re- 
ceived Sentence of Death. 

Under Conviction, he behaved himself with great 
Penitence, and said he had not been guilty of many 
of those atrocious Crimes, commonly practised by 
such as come to that fatal End, whither his folly had 
led him. At the Place of Execution, he with great 
fervency justified the Character of a young Woman, 
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who had Hved Fellow Servant with him at Mr. 
FenwicMs, when he committed the Robbery for which 
he died. He declared, as he was a dying Man, that 
she was not in the least privy to the Injury done her 
Master, and that he had no other than an acquaintance 
with her, without either having or attempting any 
criminal Conversation with her. Having done this 
Justice, he seemed to die with much Composure, 
in the 22nd Year of his Age, on the 23rd of 
December, 1 730. 

The Life of John Turner, alias Civil John, High- 
wayman, &c. 

N E of the most dangerous Passions which 
can enter the Breast of young People, 
though at the same Time it be one of the 
most common, is the Love of Finery, and a 
mean and foolish Ambition of being better dressed 
than becomes their Station, in Hopes of imposing 
themselves upon the World, for Persons of much 
higher Rank than they really are. This inconsiderate 
ridiculous Pride brings along with it such a numerous 
Train of ill Consequences, as of Necessity make the 
Person inflamed by it unhappy, and often miserable 
for Life. In the Case now before us, it was still 
more fatal, by adding a violent and ignominious 
Death, fohn Turner was the Son of a Person in 
tolerable Circumstances, in the County of Cornwall, 
where he received an Education proper for that Con- 
dition of Life in which he was likely to pass through 
the world. His Father was a Man of good Sense, 




John Turner, a Highwayman. 155 

and of a behaviour much more courteous and genteel 
than is usual among Persons of ordinary Condition, 
in a County so remote from London. He was ex- 
tremely desirous that his Son should in this Respect 
be like him, and therefore, continually cautioned him 
of falling into that boorish Manner of behaving, which 
is natural to uneducated Clowns, and makes them 
shocking to everybody but themselves. John was 
very compliant in this Respect with his Father's 
Temper, and being put out Apprentice to a Peruke- 
Maker, his obliging Carriage endeared him so much, 
not only to his master and the Family, but also to the 
Gentlemen on whom as Customers to the Shop he 
sometimes waited, that they took a peculiar liking to 
the Boy, and were continually giving him Money, as a 
Reward for his Diligence and Assiduity. But Johns 
obliging Temper took a Turn very fatal to himself, 
as well as very little suspected by his Friends and 
Relations ; for having been made use of by some 
young Sparks at Exeter, the Place where he served 
his Time, to carry Messages to their Mistresses, he 
from thence conceived so strong an Inclination to 
become a Beati, and a Gallant, that in order to do it 
he broke open his Master's Escritore, and took away 
a considerable Sum of Money, with which he came 
up to London. He went to live as a Journeyman 
with an eminent Peruke-Maker at the Court End of 
the Town, where his easy and obsequious Temper 
made him very agreeable to everybody, and his Be- 
haviour was so just and open, that nobody had a 
better Character in the Neighbourhood than himself. 
Yet he was far from giving over those Extravagances, 
the earnest Desire of. committing which had brought 
him up to Town ; for nobody in his Station made so 
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handsome a Figure as Mr. Turner. His Amours 
with the Weiiches were very numerous, though out 
of a Point of Honour he was careful enough in endea- 
vouring to conceal them ; but as they naturally led 
him into an expensive Way of Living, which what he 
got by his Trade could in no Degree support, he 
found himself quickly obliged to take new Methods, 
and thought none so concise and convenient as going 
upon the Road, which he did for some Time, without 
the least Suspicion, behaving himself towards those 
whom he robbed with such Gentleness and good 
Manners, putting his Hat into the Coach, taking 
what Money they thought fit to give him ; nay, some- 
times returning a Part of it, if the Dress or Aspect of 
the Person gave him room to suspect that their Wants 
were as great as his ; from which extraordinary 
Conduct he obtained the Name of Cwt/ foAn^ by 
which he was well known to the Stage-Coachmen, 
Waggoners, and other such Persons, who travelled the 
Western Road. Common Fame, which ordinarily 
multiplies the Adventures of Men of his Profession, 
had circulated a Multitudeof Stories about him which 
had not the least Foundation in Fact, and served only 
to make the poor Man more remarkable, and conse- 
quently the more easily to be taken, which was accord- 
ingly the Effect of those foolish Encomiums which 
the Vulgar bestowed upon so genteel a Robber. In 
about six weeks after he had taken to this unfortunate 
Course of Life, and yet preserved an unstained Repu- 
tation in the Neighbourhood where he lived, he was 
apprehended for a Robbery committed on one Mr. 
Air, from whom he took but an inconsiderable Sum; 
yet the Fact being clearly proved against him at the 
next Sessions at the Old-Bailey, he was convicted, 
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and having no Relations capable of making Interest 
sufficient to obtain a Reprieve, he lost all hopes of 
Life. Under Sentence he conducted himself with 
much Calmness, Penitence, and Resignation, confess- 
ing the Truth of that Charge which had been laid 
against him, acknowledging the Justice of the Law in 
this Sentence, and disposing himself to submit to it 
with much Cheerfulness and Alacrity. This great 
Change in his Circumstances and Manner of Living, 
added to his own uneasy Reflections on those Mis- 
fortunes, into which Vanity and Ostentation had 
brought him, soon reduc'd him by Sickness to so 
weak a State, that he was almost incapable of coming 
to Chapel alone ; notwithstanding which he continued 
to frequent it, some of the People about the Prison 
being so kind as to help him up Stairs. As his 
Vices arose rather from the Imitation of those fine 
Gentlemen on whom he had waited while a Lad, so 
he did not carry them to that height which most of 
these unhappy Persons are wont to do ; on the Con- 
trary he was very sober, little addicted to Gaming, 
and never followed the common Women of the Town, 
but Dress, Dancing-Bouts, and the necessary Enter- 
tainments for carrying on his Amours, were the Follies 
which involved him in those Expenses, for the Sup- 
ply of which he thus hazarded his Soul and forfeited 
his Life. When the Death Warrant came down, 
his Sickness had brought him so low, that Nature 
seemed inclined to Supersede the Severity of the 
Law ; but the short Time which intervened between 
it and its Excution prevented her, and so he came to 
suffer at Tyburn a. violent Death, a Day or two before 
perhaps he would otherwise have yielded up his 
Breath in his Bed. Little could be expected from a 
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Person in his weak Condition at the Place of Execu- 
tion, where when he arrived he was utterly unable to 
stand up. However, with a faint Voice, he desired 
the Prayers both of the Minister who attended them 
and of the Spectators of his Excution, which hap- 
pened on the 20th of November, 1727, in the 26th 
Year of his Age. 

The Life i?/" John Johnson, a Coiner. 

|HERE is no Plea so often urged in excuse 
of taking base Measures to procure Money, 
as Necessity, and the Desire of providing 
for a Family, otherwise in danger of Want. 
The Reason of this is pretty evident, because no- 
thing could be a greater Alleviation of such a Crime. 
But the Word Necessity is so equivocal, that it is 
hard to fix its true Meaning, and unless that could be 
done, it will be as hard to judge of the Reasonable- 
ness of such an Excuse, fohn fohnson, the Cri- 
minal, on whose Life we are next to cast an Eye, was 
born of an honest and reputable Family in the 
County of Nottingham, and received in his Youth 
the best Education they were capable of giving him, 
by which he became enabled to read tolerably, and 
write well enough for that Business to which he was 
bred, viz., a Tailor. Throughout his Apprentice- 
ship he behaved himself virtuously and industriously, 
and left his Master with the Character of a faithful 
and deserving young Man. When his Time was 
out, and he had wrought for some Time as a 
Journeyman in the Country, the common Humours 
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of coming up to London seized him, and after he 
had spent some Time in Town, he married a Wife 
with whom he hved in good Correspondence for 
many Years, with the Esteem and Respect of all who 
knew him. But his family increasing, and he con- 
sequently finding the Charge of maintaining them 
rise higher than formerly ; and what was worse, that 
all he was capable of doing could not maintain them, 
he grew very melancholy, and after considering on 
several Projects for making his Circumstances more 
easy, he at last pitched upon going down into Lin- 
colnshire, as a Place where the Cheapest of Pro- 
visions might balance the Number of Mouths he had 
to feed ; but he had not been long there before he 
discovered his Mistake, and that the Smallest of 
Wages made everything rather dearer than cheaper, 
which plunged him into new Difficulties, and ren- 
dered him incapable of Ease or Satisfaction. While 
his Wits were thus on the Rack, and his Invention 
stretched to the uttermost, in order to find out some 
Means or other to recruit his Pockets, he unfor- 
tunately fell into the Company of a Man, who under 
the Pretence of being his most zealous Friend, 
became, though perhaps unwillingly, the Instrument 
of his utter Ruin ; for he appearing ever discon- 
solate and melancholy, gave the Qouniryman an 
Opportunity of prying into the Cause of his Concern, 
which he soon discovered to be the Narrowness of 
his Circumstances. As we naturally find Ease in 
communicating our Afflictions to others, so jfohnson 
was ready enough- to inform him of the Truth of his , 
Affairs, and the Man no less assiduous in endeavour- 
ing to help him out of those Straits into which he was 
fallen. At last his Lincolnshire Acquaintance told 
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him there was but one Way of recovering his Mis- 
fortunes, and Kving like a Man, without Labour, a 
Thing to which Johnson began now to have a great 
Aversion, and therefore eagerly desired to be ac- 
quainted with this delightful way of going on. His 
Associate told him with grave Face, that what he was 
about to propose could not be effected without some 
Risk, but that a Man could not expect to live 
without Trouble or without Hazard, fohnson said 
it was true, and desired only to be informed wherein 
the Hazard consisted, and he would make no Scruple 
of running it, for he wanted Courage as little as any 
Man, upon which his Companion opened to him his 
whole Scheme, which consisted in a Method of 
counterfeiting the Silver Coin to a tolerable degree 
of Likeness, fohnson was easily drawn in, for he 
thought there could be no speedier way of getting 
Money than making it. His Country Friend helped 
him to the necessary Implements, and Johnson 
applied himself with such Earnestness to his new 
Occupation, that in a very short Time he greatly 
out did his Master, giving the false Money he made 
so perfect a Similitude to the Species for which he 
made it, that it was impossible to distinguish it by the 
Eye. But thinking it much more hazardous to 
attempt putting it off in the Country than it would be 
in London, and his Fellow Labourer being of the 
same Opinion, they first went to work, and coined a 
considerable Sum according to their Method, and 
then came up to dispose of it, as Johnso7i had 
proposed. By this Time Misfortune and Remorse 
had taught the poor Man, whose life we are writing, 
to addict himself too much to drinking strong 
Liquors, so that the first Experiment he made of the 
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Practlbllity of getting rid of his false Money, was in put- 
ting off two Sixpences to a Distiller for Giti, in which 
he succeeded without being suspected, but going to a 
Shoe Maker s, and buying there a ready made pair of 
Shoes, he was seized for attempting to pay the Man 
with two bad half Crowns, which though they looked 
pretty well to the Eye, were nevertheless much too 
light when they came to be weighed against the 
Metal that was intended they should pass for. When 
carried before a Justice his heart soon failed him, 
and he discovered almost as soon as he was asked, 
the whole Truth of the Matter, impeaching both the 
Countryrnan who taught him, and a Person with 
whom they had trusted the Secret here in Town. 
However, his Confession was of little Benefit to him, 
for at the next Sessions he was capitally convicted, 
and he from thenceforward cast off all Hopes of Life. 
As he was a Man who did not want good natural Parts, 
he endeavoured during the short Time he had to 
live, to make his Prayers to God {or the Forgiveness 
of the many Errors of his Life, attending also con- 
stantly at the Times of public Devotion. Yet for all 
this, he could not be persuaded that there was any 
great Degree of Guilt in what he had done ; but 
imagined on the Contrary, that he was much more 
innocent than his fellow Malefactors, regretting, how- 
ever, the heavy Misfortunes he had brought upon 
himself and Family, two of his Children dying during 
the Time of hi^ Imprisonment, and his Wife and third 
Child coming upon the Parish. In these Sentiments 
he continued till the Day of his Execution, which 
was on the same with the before-mentioned John 
Turner, this Criminal being then about 50 Years of 
Age. 
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The Lives of ] AM^s Sherwood, George Weedon, and 
John Hughes, Street Robbers, Foot-Pads, &c. 

M ON GST the many Artifices by which 
Vice covers itself from our Apprehension, 
there is no Method which it more com- 
monly takes, and yet better succeeds in, than 
by putting on a Mask of Virtue, and thereby impos- 
ing the most flagitious Actions upon us as Things 
indifferent, sometimes as Things which may gain us 
Applause. This was exactly the Case of the Persons 
whose Lives we are now about to write, who were 
all of them young Men of tolerable Education, until 
giving way to their vicious Inclinations, they asso- 
ciated themselves together for the better carrying on 
those evil Practices, by which they supported their 
Extravagancies, into which lewd Women especially 
had betrayed them, yames Sherwood, who was the 
eldest of them, and also went by the name of Hobbs, 
was the Son of but mean Parents, who however took 
all the Pains that was in their Power to educate him 
in the best Manner they were able. When he grew 
up they put him out Apprentice to a Waterman, with 
whom he served his Time, and was afterwards a Sea- 
man in a Man of War. When at Home he spent his 
Time in the worst Company imaginable, viz., idle 
young Men, and lewd infamous Women. As he had 
naturally a good Understanding and quick Appre- 
hension, he soon became adroit in every Mystery 
of Wickedness to which he addicted himself. How- 
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ever, Justice soon overtook him and his first Com- 
panions in Wickedness ; upon which he turned 
Evidence, and saved his own Life by sacrificing 
theirs. However he was transported soon afterwards, 
and upon his finding it difficult to Hve abroad with- 
out working, a Thing for which he had an intolerable 
Aversion, he took the first Opportunity which offered 
of returning Home again, and when he returned, fell 
to his old Practices, taking up his Lodgings at the 
House of one Sarah Payne, -a. most infamous Woman, 
capable of seducing unwary Youths for the Commis- 
sion of the greatest Villanies, and then ready to 
betray them to Death, either to benefit or to secure 
herself By her and Sherwood' s means, George 
Weedon was drawn in, who was a young Man of 
very reputable Parents, and who had been brought 
up with the greatest Care in the Principles of Virtue 
and true Religion. It seems, however, that having 
contracted an Acquaintance with a lewd and artful 
Woman, who drew him into an excessive Fondness 
for Her, he yielded to the Solicitations of Sherwood 
and his -Landlady, and took to such Courses as they 
suggested in order to supply himself with Money for 
the Entertainment of that Strumpet who was his 
Ruin. It was but a very few Days before his Appre- 
hension, that he had been drawn to quit altogether 
the House of his Mother, who had ever treated him 
with Tenderness and Affection, and instead thereof 
lodged with the before-mentioned Payne, who con- 
tinually solicited him to committing Robberies and 
Thefts. At length John Hughs, alias Heivs, another 
young Man joined them, whom though bred up care- 
fully to the Trade of a Shoemaker, by his Father, 
who was of the same Profession, yet had for many 
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Years addicted himself to picking of Pockets, and 
such other low kind of Thefts, but had never done 
any great Robbery until he fell into the Hands of 
Sherwood and Weedon, with whom he readily agreed 
to associate himself, and to go with them out into 
Moorfields, and such other Places near Town as they 
thought most convenient, in order to way-lay and rob 
Passengers, and at other Times, when such Op- 
portunities did not offer, to break open Houses, and 
to divide the Profits equally amongst them. These 
Designs were hardly made, before they were put into 
Execution, and a very short Space elapsed before 
they had committed many Robberies and Burglaries, 
always bringing the Purchase Home, and spending it 
lewdly and extravagantly in the House of that 
abandoned Monster Sarah Payne. It may not be 
amiss to take notice here how common a Thing it is 
for such wicked old Sinners as this Woman was to 
set up Houses of Resort for lewd and abandoned 
Women of the Town, who first getting young Men 
into their Company on amorous Pretences, by degrees 
bring them on from one Wickedness to another, until 
at last they end their Lives at the Gallows, and 
thereby leave them at Liberty to bring others to the 
same miserable Fate. These Agents of the Prince of 
Darkness are usually Women, who have an artfvil way 
of flattering, and a pleasing Deceitfulness in their 
Address. By these Means they without much Dif- 
ficulty draw in young Lads in their first giving way 
to the Current of their lewd Inclinations, and before 
they are aware involve them in such Expenses as 
necessarily lead to House-breaking or the Highway 
for a Supply ; and when once they have made a Step 
of this kind, by which their Lives are placed in the 
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Power of those old Practitioners in every kind of 
Wickedness, they are from thenceforward treated as 
Slaves, and forced to continue whether they will or 
no in a repeated Course of the like Villanies, until 
they are arrested by the Hand of Justice, and then 
none so ready to become Evidence against them, as 
those abominable Wretches by whom they were 
seduced. 

Such was the fate that befel these three unhappy 
young Men, of whose Courses Information being 
given, they were all apprehended and committed 
close Prisoners to Newgate, and at the next ensuing 
Sessions not a few Indictments were found against 
them. The first Indictment they were all three 
arraigned upon was for Felony and Burglary, in 
breaking open the House of one William MeaMs in 
the Night-time, and taking from thence twelve 
Gloucestershire Cheeses ; but the Evidence appearing 
clear only against Sherwood alias Hobbs, he alone 
was convicted, and the other two acquitted. They 
were then Indicted a second Time, for breaking open 
the House of Daniel Elbino-hajn in the Niofhttime 
and taking' out of it several Quantities oi Brandy and 
Tobacco, upon which both Sherwood and Weedon 
were from very full Evidence convicted. On a third 
Indictment for breaking into the House of Elizabeth 
Cogdal, and taking thence eight Pewter Dishes and 
twenty Pewter Plates, they were all found guilty, 
Sherwood and Weedon also being a fourth Time con- 
victed for a Robbery on the Highway, which was 
proved upon them, by the Testimony of their Land- 
lady Sarah Payne. Under Sentence of Death they 
all testified great Sorrow for the Offences of their 
mispent Lives. Weedon was of a better Temper 



1 66 The Life of 

than the other two, and retained a greater Sense of 
the Principles of Rehgion, in which he had been 
brought up, and exceeded his Companions in Serious- 
ness and Steadiness in his Devotions. Sherwood, as 
he had been a much longer proficient in all kinds of 
wickedness than the other two, having practised 
several kinds of Thefts for nearly eighteen Years 
together, so he shewed much less Penitence than 
either of his Companions. Hughs had been also a 
Thief in a low Degree for some Years before he fell 
into the Confederacy of Sherwood and Weedon, to 
which as he frankly owned he was drawn'by his own 
previous Inclinations, rather than the Persuasions of 
any of his Companions. As the Time of their Death 
approached, they seemed much more affected than 
formerly they had been ; in which frame of Mind 
they continued until they suffered, which was on the 
1 2th of February lyaS, Sherwood being in his 26th 
Year, Hughs in the 23rd, and Weedon in the 22nd 
Year of his Age. 

The Life of Martin Bellamy, a notorious Thief 
Highwayman, and Hotisebreaker. 

jHIS Criminal was amongst the Number of 
those whom long Practice had so hardened 
in his Offences that he gloried in them, even 
under his Confinement, and persisted in it to 
the Hour of his Death, drawing up when under sert- 
tence, or at least giving Instructions by which it was 
drawn up, an Account of the several Street Robberies, 
Burglaries, and other Crimes which he had com- 




Martin Bellamy, a Thief, &c. 167 

mitted, in a Style which too plainly shewed that no- 
thing in his miserable Condition afflicted him, but the 
Thought of the ignominious Death he was to suffer, 
and not the Reflection on those Crimes which had so 
deservedly brought him to his Fate. By Trade he 
was a Tailor, and a good Workman in his Business, 
by which he lived in good Credit for sometime. It 
seems he married a Woman whose Friends at least 
were very honest people, and highly displeased with 
the villainous Course of Life he led, insomuch that 
upon his being apprehended and sent to Bridewell on 
suspicion, his Wife's Brother came to him there in 
order to know where the Prosecutor lived, that as he 
said he might go and make some proposals for set- 
ling the affair. Bellamy gave him the best Account 
he could, and the Man finding out the Person, advised 
him to prosecute Martin with the utmost Severity, 
in Hopes no doubt that he should in this way rid his 
Sister of a bad Husband. However, Bellamy was so 
irritated by the Atternpt, that he would never cohabit 
with her afterwards ; but he with implacable hatred, 
pursued her and her Family with all the Mischiefs he 
was able. The Methods which he and his Gang 
mostly took in robbing, according to the Account 
which as I have before said, he has left us of himself, 
were chiefly these: The Gang having met together 
in the Evening, used to go three or four in a Com- 
pany to visit the Shops of those Tradesmen, who 
deal in the richest sort of Toys, and other valuable 
Goods that are portable and easily conveyed away. 
Then one of the Company selects something or 
other, making many Words with the Shopkeeper 
about the Price, giving thereby an Opportunity to 
some of his Companions to hand Things of Value 
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from one to another, until they insensibly vanished, 
and left the honest Shopkeeper to deplore the Mis- 
fortune of receiving a visit from such light fingered 
Customers. Another Practice of theirs, for the same 
laudable Purpose, was carried on after this Manner : 
They walked three or four of them up and down 
several Streets, which by Observation they had found 
fittest for their Purpose, and on perceiving Things of 
any Value lying in a Parlour, they, with an Engine 
contrived for the Purpose, suddenly threw up the 
sash, and notwithstanding Persons being in the Room, 
they would venture to snatch them out, and often get 
c'ear off, before the People who saw them could re- 
cover from the surprise. But if there were nobody 
in the Way, then one of their Associates, slipping off 
his Shoes, stole softly into the Room, and handed out 
whatever was of most Value to his Comjaanions with- 
out Doors. But Bellamy was not only adroit in 
these ordinary Practices, but was also perfectly 
acquainted with the Art and Mystery of Counter- 
feiting Hands ; and as an Instance thereof, upon 
which he much valued himself, he used to relate a 
Trick of that Sort, which he put upon the late famous 
yonathan Wild, after this Manner : Having accus- 
tomed himself for some Time to frequent the Levy 
of that infamous Agent of Thieves, he became well 
acquainted with Jonathans Manner of Writing, and 
also with the Persons who gave him Credit on par- 
ticular Occasions when Money was low, from whence 
he took Occasion to forge a Note from the said Wild 
to one Wildgoose, a Chamberlain at an Inn, who used 
to be Jonathans Banker upon Emergencies, and 
who on the Receipt of the Note paid Bellamy the 
Contents thereof without Hesitation. A few Days 
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after, Mr. Wild and his Correspondent met, and 
the Forgery was soon detected and yonathan imme- 
diately gave Directions to that infamous Band of 
ViUians, who were always in his Pay and under his 
Directions, to leave no Means untried for the appre- 
hending Bellamy, who from Wildgoose s Description 
he knew to be the Man that had been guilty of this 
Forgery. In the Search after him, they were so as- 
siduous, that in a very short Space they surprised 
him at a House in White Friars, w^here he was 
forced to fly up to the Garret in order to conceal him- 
self. His Pursuers thinking they had now lodged 
him pretty securely, sent Notice of it to their Master; 
but Martin perceiving a long Rope lying upon a 
Bed in the Room where he had hid himself, he re- 
solved for once to venture his Neck, and having 
fastened it as well as he could within Doors, he 
slipped down by it into the Street with such Agility 
that none of his Attendants perceived it until he was 
in the Street, by which he got so much the Start of 
them that they found it but in vain to pursue him, 
and therefore laid by all Thoughts of catching him 
until another Opportunity. However the Trick he 
had played them made them so diligent in pursuing 
him, that it was but a very short Time before they 
again surrounded him in a Brandy Shop in Chancery 
Lane, seized him, and brought him in a Coach 
to the Elephant and Castle- Alehouse in Fleet 
Lane, from whence they despatched Advice to 
Jonathan of his Appreheiision. It happened that 
that great Man was gone to Bed when the Message 
arrived with this News ; however it was carried up, 
and Jonathan with an Air of Generosity bid the 
Fellow return, and inform his People that he would 
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take Mr. Bellamy s Word, and that he might meet 
him with Safety the next Morning at his Levy. Bel- 
lamy, who well knew the Temper of the Man, failed 
riot of paying his Court at the Time appointed, and 
adjourning to the Baptist-head Tavern in the Old- 
Bailey, after drinking a refreshing Bottle, he pre- 
sented Mr. Wild with five Guineas by way of Atone- 
ment for the Offence which he had committed against 
him. fonathan was so well appeased by the Inter- 
vention of the golden Advocates, that he promised not 
only to forgive him himself, but also to prevail with 
Mr. Wildgoose to do the same, provided he entered 
into a Bond for the Repayment of the ten Guineas. 
This was a Condition easily submitted to by Martin ■ 
in his present Circumstances. This Danger thus got 
over, he returned to his old Profession, without run- 
ning any further Hazard of Jonathans Interriiption. 
About this time the Gang to which he belonged 
entered upon a new Method o{ House-breaking, which 
they effected by stealing the Keys, privately, which 
fastened the Pins in Shopkeepers' Window-Shutters, 
and thereby removing the greatest Difficulty they 
had of getting in. This Trade they carried on suc- 
cessfully for a good Space, though now and then 
they miscarried in their Attempts, particularly at a 
Goldsmith' s Shop in Russell-Cozirt, where having got 
into the Shop, and being about to remove a Show 
Glass, a Man who lay in the Shop suddenly started 
up, and presenting a Bhcnderbuss, with great Pre- 
sence of Mind, told the Thieves that he was tender 
of shedding their Blood, and therefore advised them 
to get off as soon as they could. They took his 
Advice, and withdrew accordingly, with very great 
Confusion. But the same Night they had (as Mr. 
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Bellamy expresses it) much better Luck at a Toy- 
Shop not far from the same Place, whereupon enter- 
ing the House, they found the Maid sitting by the 
Fire. She at first screamed, but they soon made her 
silent, and then proceeded to carry off the Show 
Glass with all the Boxes that were contained in it. 
Not long after this they broke off the Padlock from a 
Toy Shop in Swithin s- Alley in Cornhill. Not being 
able afterwards to enter the House, they fell to work 
next upon the Groves, which are the thick Timber 
that Support the Shutters, and after labouring at it 
for about, an Hour forced it off, whereupon all the 
Shutters dropped down at once into the Court, and 
made thereby so great a Clatter that they doubted 
not all the Neighbourhood was alarmed, and thought 
it would be no ill Night's Work, if after such an 
Accident they had the good Luck to escape, upon 
which they endeavoured to shift every one for him- 
self. However, seeing nobody alarmed on the Noise 
of the falling of the Shutters, and that in two Hour's 
time the Watch had never" passed that Way ; they 
took Courage at last and returned, entered the House, 
and putting up the most valuable Goods, went off 
without any Molestation. A Multitude of Robberies 
of the same Class he also confessed, but as these 
were all more or less of a petty Character, it would, 
be a Kind of Imposition on our Readers to transcribe 
Accounts of them. While he led this Life, he coha- 
bited with one Amy Fowles, who passed for his Wife 
and bore him several Children ; but at last, though 
he had so often escaped, he was apprehended for a 
• Burglary, committed on the House of Mr. Holliday, 
in Bishopgate-street, and upon very full Evidence was 
convicted at the ensuing Sessions at the Old Bailey. 
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After his Commitment to Newgaie,h& entered it seems 
into a Treaty with a certain Justice of the Peace, for 
making a full Discovery of all his Accomplices, which 
might at that time have contributed very much to the 
public Advantage ; but in the Interim, some Person 
having talked thereof too openly, it came to the Ears 
of one who collected News for a Daily Paper. This 
Man went thereupon directly to Bellamy, and making 
the poor Fellow believe that he came to him by the 
Direction of some Pers6ns in Power, a thing not at 
all unlikely, considering that a Proclamation had 
been issued but very little before, for the better 
encouraging the Discovery of and bringing such 
Offenders to Justice, and having by this means drawn 
the poor Fellow into a Confession of several Rob- 
beries and Burglaries, he digested it, or got some 
body to do it for him, into proper Paragraphs, which 
were inserted the next Day in a Newspaper, and gave 
thereby an Opportunity to the Persons impeached of 
making their Escape, defeated Bellamy of all Hojaes 
of Pardon, and hindered the Public from receiving 
any Benefit from his Confession. All which enor- 
mous Villanies were perhaps perpetrated, for the Sake 
of a poor Crown, the utmost that could be expected 
by the Collector, for procuring this extraordinary 
Passage big with so many Mischiefs, and which in its 
Consequences produced little better than a Murder ; 
since it is possible Bellamy s Life might have been 
saved, if a right Use had been made of his Con- 
fession. At his Trial he behaved with great impu- 
dence, and continued during the Time he lay under 
Sentence to affect that Gaiety which amongst Persons 
of his Profession is too often mistaken for Bravery 
and true Courage. But when the fatal Day ap- 
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preached he, as is common with most of them, sunk 
much in his Spirits, and had a great Deal to do to 
recover himself so as to be able to read the following 
Paper, which for that Purpose he had written, and 
brought with him to the Tree, and which as the 
Words of a dying Man I publish verbatim. 

A Copy of the Paper read i^jy Martin Bellamy at 
the Place of Execution. 

Gentlemen, 

/ am brought here to suffer an ignominioiis Death, 
for my having wilfully transgressed against the known 
Laws of God and my Country. I fear there are too 
many here present who came to be Witnesses of my 
7intimely End, rather out of Ctiriosity than from a 
sijtcere Intention to take Warning by my ^cnhappy 
Fate. You. see m.e here in the very Prime of my Youth, 
ciit off like an untimely Flower in the rigorous Season, 
through my having been too much addicted to a vo- 
luptuous and ii^i^egidar Course of Life, which has been 
the Occasion of my committing these Crimes for zvkich 
I am now to suffer. As the Laws of God as well as 
Man call iipon me to lay down my Life, as justly for- 
feited by my manifold Transgressions, I acknowledge 
the fiistice of my Sentence, patiently submit to the 
same, without any Rancottr, ill Will or Malice to any 
Person whatsoever ; hoping through the Merits of 
Christ Jesus (pho laid down his Life for Simmers, and 
who tcpon the Cross pronounced a Pardon for the re- 
penting Thief tinder the Agonies of Death) to be with 
him cidmitted to partake of that glorio2is Resurrection 
and Immortality He has been so graciously pleased to 
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promise to the sincere Penitent. T earnestly exhort, 
and beg of all here present to think seriously of 
Eternity ; a long and endless Eternity I in which we 
are to be rewarded or punished according to our good 
or evil Actions in this World ; that you will all take 
Warning by me, and refrain from all wilfd Trans- 
gressions and Offences. Let a religious Disposition 
prevail ii,pon you, and use your utmost Endeavours to 
forsake and fly from Sin. The Mercies of God are 
great, and he can save even at the last Moment of Life ; 
yet do not therefore presume too m.uch, lest you pro- 
voke him to cast you. off in his Anger, and become 
fearful Exa^nples of his Wrath and Indignation. 
Let me prevail ttpon you, to forget and forgive m.e all 
Offences and Injuries I have either committed or pro- 
moted in Action, Advice, or Example ; and interest 
your Prayers for me, that the Lord would in Mercy 
look down upon me in the last Moments of my Life. 

HIS PRAYER. 

Look down in Mercy, O God, I beseech thee, upon me, 
a miserable, lost, and tmdone Sinner : Number not my 
Transgressions, nor let my Iniquities rise itp in ftidg- 
ment against me. Wash 7ne and I shall be clean ; 
Purge me and I shall be free from Offence ; though 
my Sins be as Scarlet, they shall be whiter than Snow, 
if thou pleasest btct to receive me amongst those whom 
thou hast redeemed, that I may sing Praises to the 
Most High, and extol thy Holy Name in the Courts 
of Heaven for ever and ever more. Amen. 

He suffered on the 27th of March, 1728, being 
then about eight and twenty Years of Age. 
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The Lives (t/ William Russel, Robert Crouch, and 
William H olden, Street-Robbers, Footpads, &c. 

lOTWITHSTANDING the Insolence of 
the Street- Robbers, to whose Gang the Male- 
factors we are now speaking of belong, is at 
present too recent a Fact to be questioned, 
yet possibly in future Times it will be thought an 
Exaggeration of Truth to say that even at Noonday, 
and in the niost open Places in London, Persons were 
stopped and -robbed, the Offenders for many Months 
escaping with Impunity, until these Crimes became 
so frequent, and the Terrors of Passengers so great, 
that the Government interposed in an extraordinary 
Manner, a Royal Proclamation issuing out, offering 
one Httndred Pounds Reward for apprehending any 
Offender, and also promising Pardon to any who 
submitted and discovered their Accomplices. This 
brought Numbers of young rash Youths w^ho had 
been engaged in this wicked Course of Life to a 
violent and ignominious Death, Of these William 
Russel was descended from Persons of honourable 
Family and unblemished Reputation. He had re- 
ceived in his Youth a tolerable Education, which 
even in his Misfortunes rendered him more civilized 
than any of his Companions. He was a young 
Fellow of good Sense, ready Wit, and great Courage; 
he always spoke frankly of the Wickedness of his 
own Life, and acknowledged that sensual Pleasures 
were what he only aimed at in the Life he led ; yet 
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he had never been able to reajD any Satisfaction in 
them, but had been always miserable in his own 
Mind, from the Time he pursued such base Methods 
of getting Money. His Father having gone over to 
Ireland, and he left at Liberty to pursue what 
Methods he thought best, ill Women and bad Com- 
pany soon prevailed with him to fall into those 
Methods which afterwards led him to the Gallows. 
Robert Cro2cc/i, the second of these Criminals, was 
born at Dunstable of very honest Parents, who 
afforded him as eood an Education as it was in their 
Power to give, and then upon his own Inclination to 
follow the Business of a Butcher, bound him to one 
in Newgate-Market, with whom he served his Time; 
but as soon as he was out of it, he addicted himself 
to Gaining, Drinking, and Whoring, and all the 
other Vices natural to abandoned young Fellows in 
low Life. Dalton, who was an Evidence against him, 
was one of the chief Persons of his Gang, and had 
especially persuaded Crouch to join with him. He 
had little Occasion to fall into such Ways of getting 
Money, since his Father was a Man in good Circum- 
stances, and who designed to set his Son up in his 
Trade in a Short Time, having not the least Suspi- 
cion that this melancholy Accident would intervene. 
William Holden, the third of these unhappy Persons, 
was born of mean Parents, had little Education, and 
had followed no particular Trade, but had sometimes 
gone to Sea, and at other times driven a Hackney 
Coach, so that throughout the whole Course of his 
Life he had been continually plunged in the grossest 
Debaucheries, whereby he became ripe for such 
Practices as he and his Associates afterwards went 
upon. It does not appear from the Papers I have 
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that any of these Criminals had followed their infa- 
mous Course of Life for above a Year, when Dalton, 
to save his own Life, surrendered and made a Con- 
fession, by which these and the Rest of his Associates 
were quickly ■ apprehended, and committed close 
Prisoners to Newgate. At the ensuing Sessions at 
the Old Bailey they were all indicted for assaulting 
one Martha Hide on the Highway, and taking from 
her a' broadcloth Coat valued forty Shillings, a 
Looking-glass valued thirty Shillings, a Woman's 
Nightgown and other Goods to the Value of thirty 
Shillings more. To prove this Charge James Dalton 
was produced, who swore that about nine o'clock at 
Night, he and the Prisoners overtook the Prosecutor 
Martha Hide in Fleet-street, when observing that she 
had a Bundle they resolved to take it from her, and 
in order to accomplish their Design, followed her into 
Lincoln s-Inn-Fields, where Robert Crouch alias Bob 
the Butcher, knocked her down. Rtissel took up the 
Bundle and ran away with it ; upon their opening 
thereof, the Looking-glass fell out and was broken 
all to Piece's. The Rest of the Things they sold to 
one Sarah Watts, who made it her Business to buy 
stolen Goods, and kept what in their Ca7zt is called a 
Lock, that is a Place for the Reception of such 
Things. Dalton swore moreover that not having 
carefully examined the Things, they were extremely 
mortified to hear afterwards that there was forty 
Shillings in Specie wrapped up in a Rag, which the 
Woman that bought them got into the Bargain. 
Martha Hide herself deposed, that crossing Lincoln' s- 
Inn-Fields, she was knocked down, and the Bundle 
taken from her as Dalton had before related. One 
Solomon Nicholas deposed, that not long after, Russel 
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and Crouch quarrelling between themselves at a 
Brandy Shop, Russel said to his Companion, if you 
offer to meddle with Nicholas I'll cut the Coat off" 
your Back, for its the Woman's Coat that we knocked 
down in Lincoln s- Inn- Fields, and I have as much 
Right to it as you have. It appeared also by another 
Witness, that Crouch pawned an old Coat to pay for 
the altering this, and after taking off" a Cloth Cape 
which it had at the Time of its being stolen, he 
caused a Velvet one to be sewed on in its room. 
Mr. Willis, the Constable, was the last Witness 
called for the Prosecutor ; he swore that at the Time 
he apprehended the Prisoner Rtissel, he acknow- 
ledged the Goods before-mentioned were stolen, 
and sold for one Pound two Shillings, but said, he 
did not value it, since he should die in the Com- 
pany of such brave Fellows. The Jury withdrawing 
after hearing this Evidence, returned soon after and 
found them Guilty, and Sentence of Death was 
IDassed upon them, at one of the fullest Sessions 
which had happened for many Years at the Old 
Bailey, there being Twenty Two Men and seven 
Woman capitally convicted. As these unhappy Men 
could have little Hope of Life, considering the 
Nature and Notoriety of their Offences, they ought 
certainly to have laid aside all other Thoughts, and 
have applied themselves strictly to beseeching Par- 
donof 6^61^ for their numberless Offences against him; 
instead of this, there appeared too much Affectation 
of unconcernedness in all of them, especially in 
Rtissel, who being confined in the same Cell with 
Holden, said to his Companion a Day or two 
before his Death, with an Air of Indifference, flhi-n- 
dertake. Will, to procure a Coach to carry off our 
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Bodies from the Place of Execution, but must leave it 
to the Care of your Fraternity (meaning the Hack- 
ney Coachmen) to, prevent their being seized on by 
the Surgeons. Holden heard all this very gravely, 
assented to the Proposition, without altering his 
Countenance, or giving any other Mark of his 
Concern for that infamous Death which shortly they 
were both to suffer. Russel also took a certain 
Pleasure in speaking- of the present state of Street- 
robbing at the Time they left the World ; he averred 
that the Town was much mistaken in imagining that 
the Kings Proclamation had effectually crushed their 
Fraternity, into which Opinion they perhaps might 
be drawn by seeing so many of them perish in so 
short a Time, which he said, did indeed lessen their 
Society, but would notwithstanding that, put all that 
remained of them upon bolder .Exploits than ever, 
to shew that they were yet unhanged. In this Con- 
jecture he was not very much out ; however, he said 
Gentlemen might now safely walk the Streets with- 
out fear of having their Pocket picked, for that Ben- 
jamin Branch who died the last Sessions, and Isaac 
Ashly who was to suffer with him, were the two 
' neatest Masters in that way, and were capable 
of earning fifteen or sixteen Shillings by it in two or 
three Hours' Time, sorting the Fruits of their 
Industry into several Parcels, from the Value of Six- 
pence to Half-a-Crown a Piece, as dexterously as 
any Milliner in London. After the coming out of 
the Death Warrant, Russel laid aside much of his 
Boldness, appeared with more Gravity at Prayers, 
and expressed greater Sorrow for his mispent Life 
than he had done before. Crouch all along carried 



i8o The Life of 

himself very quietly, but could not forbear being un- 
seasonably merry and jocose upon several occasions, 
smiling at Chapel, and affecting to talk with greater 
Gaiety than became his Condition. He himself 
owned that this was very unbecoming in a Person so 
near an ignominious Death, but he said it was in his 
Temper and he could not help it. He frankly ac- 
knowledged the Enormity of the Course of Life 
which for some Years past he had led, also that on 
the coming out of the Kings Proclamation, he had 
resolved on a four Years' Voyage to Sea, but was 
prevented from putting it into Execution hy Dalion's 
Information. As the Time of their Death grew near 
he became more and more sensible of his miserable 
Condition, and the Danger there was of losing his 
Soul as well as his body. William Holden at first 
denied strongly his being in any Degree guilty of the 
Fact for which he died ; but when he heard that 
Russel had owned it, and at the same Time con- 
fessed that he was concerned in it, thinking it no 
further use to adhere to that Denial, he retracted it, 
and acknowledged that he had been a great Sinner 
and had committed several Thefts before that for 
which he died. In a Word, these three, as they had 
been Companions together in Wickedness and fellow 
Sufferers in the Punishment which their Crimes had 
drawn upon them ; so they appeared to be all of them 
sensibly touched with Sorrow and Remorse, for that 
Multitude of Crimes which they had committed, 
endeavouring to merit the Pardon of God by hearty 
Prayers and a sincere Repentance. Russel, however, 
declared but a Day or two before his Execution, that 
Dalion, the Evidence, had proposed to him to join in 
that Information he gave against their Companions, 
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but that he scorned to save his Life by so mean a 
Practice as betraying those who had received him 
into their Friendship. Their Deportment at the 
Place of Execution was resolute without Obstinacy 
or Impenitence, and the last Moments of their Lives 
full of Seriousness, without any Marks of Timorous- 
ness or Confusion. Russel \>€\n'g about twenty-five, 
Crouck about twenty, and Holden somewhat more 
than twenty-eight years of Age at the Time they suf- 
fered, which was on Monday, the 20th of May, 1728. 



The Lives ^t/" Christopher Rawlins, alias Thomas 
Rawlins, Isaac Ashley, alias Alseby; John 
RouDEN, alias Hulks ; Edward Benson, alias 
Brown, alias Boiston ; George Gale, alias Kiddy 
George ; Thomas Crowder, James Toon, John 
Hornby, William Sefton, and Richard Nichols, 
Thieves, Street Robbers, Housebreakers, &c. 

I'LTHOUGH the unfortunate Criminals 
whose Lives we are now going to relate, 
do not so well tally with one another, they 
having been of different Gangs, and dying 
for various Offences ; yet as they were all appre- 
hended in Consequence of the before-mentioned 
Proclamation, were Street Robbers, and most of them 
not unknown to one another, I thought it would be 
better to speak of them here all at once than by 
dividing them into several Lives, as there is little to 
say on many of them worthy the attention of the 
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Reader. To begin with Christopher, alias Thomas 
Rawlins. He was the Son of very honest Parents 
here in Town, who brought him up as well as their 
Circumstances would permit, and when he grew big 
enough to go out to a Trade, put him Apprentice to 
a Silver-Smith, with whom he served out his Time 
with tolerable Reputation ; but being a Lad of great 
Gaiety and Spirit, having much addicted himself to 
the Company of young Fellows of a like Disposition, 
he frequented Dancing-Meetings, and took delight in 
everything but his Business. Such inclinations as 
these easily betrayed him to the Commission of the 
greatest Crimes, and a certain Alertness in his Tem- 
per made him very acceptable to those debauched 
young Fellows, who were his usual Companions to 
such Places. Whether he was at first seduced by the 
Persuatlons of others, to the committing Thefts and 
Robberies, or whether those Necessities to which 
their Extravagancies had reduced them, put him and 
his Associates at the same Time on taking such 
Measures for filling their Purses, is hard to be deter- 
mined, but certain it is that for some Time before his 
being apprehended, he had been very busy in com- 
mitting such Exploits, and was looked upon for his 
Courage and Dexterity as one of the Chief of the 
Gang. 

Isaac Ashley, who was Rawlins s Companion, and 
who went commonly amongst them by the Nick- 
name of Black Isaac, was a Fellow of a very 
different Cast. His Parents were poor People, who 
had indeed taken as much Care as was in their 
Power of his Education, and afterwards provided for 
him as well as they were able, putting him out to a 
Weaver in Spittle- Fields, but he made them very ill 
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Returns for all their Care and Tenderness, proving 
an obstinate, idle, and illiterate Fellow, willing to do 
nothing that was either just or reputable, and who 
except his Dexterity of Pocket-picking, was one of the 
most stupid, incorrigible Wretches that ever lived. 
He had followed the Practice of petty Thieving for 
a considerable Space, but though he got considerably 
thereby, he lost his Money continually at Gaming, 
and so remained always in one State, viz., very poor 
and very wicked, which is no very uncommon Case 
among such sort of miserable People, who lavishly 
waste what they hazard their Souls, and throw away 
their Lives to obtain. 

John Rouden, alias Htdks, the latter being 
his true Name, had the Advantage of a very 
tolerable Education, the Effects of which were not 
obliterated by his having been many Years addicted 
to the vilest and most flagitious Course of Life that 
can possibly be imagined. The Principles with which 
he had been seasoned in his Youth served to render 
him more tractable and civilized when under his last 
Misfortunes, into which he fell with the two before- 
mentioned Malefactors ; they being all indicted for 
assaulting one Mr. Francis Williams on the High- 
way, and taking from him a Silver Watch, Value 
three Pounds, two Guineas and a Moidore, on the 
28th oi February, 1728. The Prosecutor deposed, 
that going in a Hackney-Coach between Watling- 
Sireet dSid St. Paul's School, he heard the Coachman 
called to to stop, immediately after which, a Man 
came up to the Side of the Coach, presented a Pistol 
and demanded his Money : presently four more pre- 
sented themselves at the Coach -Windows offering 
their Pistols, and saying, they had no Time to lose. 
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One of them thereupon thrust his Hand into his Fob, 
and took out his Money and Watch. Jones next 
produced the Watch to the Court, and said he had it 
from Dalton, who was the third Witness called to 
support the Indictment. He deposed that the three 
Prisoners at the Bar, and' another Person not yet 
taken, were those that attacked the Coach ; that he 
came up first, and Rouden, who took the Watch, 
afterwards, as he did the Money, Rawlins and he 
secreting one Guinea from their Companions, and 
afterwards pawning the Watch for two Guineas more. 
Mr. Willis, the Constable, swore that having received 
Information of certain disorderly Persons, he there- 
upon went and apprehended Dalton, the Evidence, 
who making an ingenuous Confession, told him of the 
Robbery committed on Mr. Williams, and where the 
Prisoners then were, whereupon he went immediately 
to apprehend them also. Dalton produced a Pistol 
after he was apprehended, and declared that Rawlins 
had the Fellow to it, which was loaded with a Slug. 
When they came to the Place where the Prisoners 
were, Rawlins and Rouden made an obstinate Defence, 
Sword in Hand, and were with great difficulty taken, 
while Ashley hid himself under the Bed, in Hopes of 
making his Escape in the Confusion. Mr. Willis s 
Brother swore to the taking a Pistol from Rawlins, 
such as Dalton had described, and which was loaded 
with a Slug. The Prisoners had nothing to say in 
their Defence, except flatly denying everything, and 
averring that they did not so much as know Dalton. 
But Mr. Wyat being produced, swore to the Con- 
trary of that, affirming that they were very intimate, 
and that they lodged altogether at his House ; so 
that the Jury having received their Charge from the 
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Judge, took but a very small Time to consider, and 
then returning brought in their Verdict, that they 
were all Guilty, whereupon at the close of the 
Sessions they received Sentence with the Rest. 

Edward Senson was the Son of very reputable 
Persons in the City of London, who had taken all 
due Care in providing him a suitable Education, 
with respect both to the Principles of Learning and 
of Religion, and when he was at Years of Discretion, 
put him out Apprentice to a Silver-Wire Drawer. 
In himself he was a young Man of good Under- 
standing, of a sweet Temper, and but too tractable in 
his Disposition, which seemed to have been the 
Cause of most of his Misfortunes ; for during the 
Time of his Apprenticeship, being so unlucky as to 
fall into bad Company, he was easily induced to 
follow their Measures, although he was far enough 
from being naturally debauched, and seemed to have 
no great Vice but his Inclination to Women, which 
occasioned his marrying two Wives, who notwith- 
standing lived peaceably and quietly together. The 
Mildness of his Temper seemed to have wrought this 
strange Quietness of Spirit between the Women. 
The Papers I have do not give any distinct Account 
of the Manner in which he first came to join in the 
execrable Employment of Plundering and Robbing 
in the Streets, and therefore it may be presumed he 
was drawn into it by his Companions whom we are 
next to mention. 

George Gale, alias Kiddy George, was quite a Boy 
at the Time of his suffering Death, and though 
descended of honest Parents, who no Doubt had 
given him some Education in his Youth, yet the un- 
interrupted Course of Wickedness in which he had 
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lived, from the Time of his being able to distinguish 
between Right and Wrong, had so perfectly expunged 
all Notions of Justice or Piety, that never a more 
stupid or incorrigible Creature came into this miser- 
able State. Thomas Neeves, who had been their As- 
sociate in all their Villanies, was the Person who 
gave information against him, the before-mentioned 
Benson, and several other Malefactors we shall here- 
after speak of. Gale, as is common with such People, 
complained vehemently against the Evidence who 
had undone him. As Death approached, he shed 
Tears abundantly, but was so ignorant that he 
expressed no other Marks of Penitence for his 
Offences. 

Thomas Crowder, was a young Man of an honest 
Family, and of a good Education ; his Friends had 
put him out Apprentice to a Cabinet Maker ; but 
before he was out of his Time he thought fit to go to 
Sea, where for aught that appears by our Papers, he 
behaved himself honestly and industriously, and 
coming home from a Voyage a little before his 
Death, he was so unfortunate as to fall into the 
Company of Neeves, the Evidence, who pretending to 
have Money, and an Inclination to employ it in the 
Holland Trade, prevailed on poor Crowder to attend 
him three or four Days, in which Space Neeves was 
married and had great Junketings with his new Wife 
and her Friends ; in the midst of which they were 
all apprehended, and Neeves, with how much Truth 
must be determined at the last Day, put this un- 
happy Man into his Information, and gave Evidence 
against him at his Trial, where Benson, Gale, and 
this Crowder, were indicted for assaulting James 
Colver on the Highway, and taking from him a 



Christopher Rawlins, a Thief, &c- 187 

Watch valued at forty Shillings, and five Shillings in 
Money ; for which Offence, chiefly on the Oath of 
Neeves, they were all capitally convicted. 

James Toon was another of those unhappy 
Persons who suffered on the Oath of Neeves. He 
had spent his Time mostly upon the Water, having 
been a Seaman for several Years, and after that a 
Bargeman. He was a young Man of tolerable good 
Sense, very civil in his Behaviour and in nothing re- 
sembled those who are ordinarily addicted to Rob- 
bing and Thieving. His Parents were Persons in 
tolerable Circumstances, and had taken a due Care 
in his Education ; the particula,r Crime for which he 
died, was assaulting James Fleming in the Company 
of George Gale and Edward Brown alias Benson, and 
taking from him the said Fleming, a Silver Watch 
valued at fifty Shillings, and two Guineas in Money, 
on the third of April. 

John Hornby, had been bred for some Time at 
School, being descended of honest Parents who 
a,fterwards put him Apprentice to a Joiner, but 
being naturally inclined to idleness and Vice, this in 
a short Time occasioned his taking base and illegal 
Methods to acquire Money. His Necessities being 
also increased through his foolishly marrying a 
Woman while he was yet quite a Boy and knew not 
how to maintain her. Picking of Pockets was his 
first Resource, and the Method of Thieving which he 
always liked best and got most Money by ; but 
being of a very easy Temper, his Companions found 
it no hard Thing to persuade him into taking such 
other Methods of Robbing as they persuaded him 
would be more beneficial, and in this Benson seemed 
to have been one of his chief Advisers. Hornby in 
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himself was good natured, and much less rude and 
boisterous than some of his Companions. He had 
been but a short Time engaged in the Street Robbing 
Practice, and did not seem to have Courage or Bold- 
ness sufficient to make himself considerable amongst 
his Companions in those enterprizes, which in all 
Probability was the Reason while under Confinement 
they treated him but indifferently, and sometimes 
went so far as to give him ill Names and Blows, 
which he endured without saying much, and seemed 
perfectly resigned to the several Punishments which 
his own Iniquities had brought upon him. The 
Crime for which he died was a Robbery committed 
on the Highway upon the Person of one Edward 
Ellis, from whom was taken a Silver Watch valued 
at four Pounds, and two Guineas in Money. 

William Sefton was born in Lancashire, and during 
the Lifetime of his Father had received a tolerable 
Education ; but on his Death and his Mother's 
marrying another Husband, Sefton who had been 
bred a Barber and Peruke Maker, finding things not ^ 
to go to his Mind came up to London. But this 
change did not it seems make him much easier, so 
that after having led an unsettled Life for a con- 
siderable Space, he became at length a common 
Soldier. It will be easily imagined that this Choice 
of his did not much better his Fortunes, and possibly 
the Company which his military Life obliged him to 
keep, served only to increase his Courage so far as to 
enable him to take a Purse on the Highway, a 
Practice he had pursued with pretty good Success 
for a considerable Time before he was taken. Being 
a cunning close Fellow, he robbed with so much Pre- 
caution that he was little suspected until taken up 
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for the Offence for which he died, which was for as- 
saulting Henry Bunn on the Highway, and taking 
from him a Silver Watch, two Pieces of Foreign 
Gold, and two Pounds eleven Shillings in Money. 

Richard Nichols was a man in the middle Age of 
Life, of a grave and civil Deportment, of good Cha- 
racter. He was a Barber and Peruke-maker, and had 
lived by his Profession without the least Suspicion of 
his being guilty of any such Crime, as that for which 
he died. He was convicted chiefly on the Evidence 
of Neeves, for privately and feloniously stealing nine 
Silver Watches and a Gold Watch, the Property of 
Andrew Moran and others in the Dwelling-house of 
the said Mr. Moran. As there was nothing remark- 
able in this Man's Life, and as it did not appear that 
he was flagrantly guilty of any other Vice except 
Drinking and wasting his own Money, so it would be 
needless to dwell longer upon his Adventures, prior 
to his Condemnation, and therefore we shall go on to 
speak of the Behaviour of these Criminals while they 
remained under Sentence of Death. 

Christopher Rawlins seemed to retain much of his 
old boisterous Temper, and though he would some- 
times bring himself to speak with Decency concerning 
the great Duty of Repentance which now alone re- 
mained for them to Practice, yet in a little Time he 
would fly out again into strange and blasphemous 
Expressions, for which being reproved by William 
Russet, whom we have before-mentioned to be under 
Sentence at the same Time, he answered, what does 
it signify to prepare since we have passed through so 
wicked a Life in this World, and have now so short a 
Time to remain in it ? He frequently expressed a 
Despair of God's Mercy, though after the Death 
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Warrant came down he appeared somewhat more 
easy, and in a better Disposition to offer up his 
Prayers to the Almighty. As to the Crimes for 
which he suffered, he readily and ingenuously con- 
fessed them, owned the Justice of the Sentence which 
had been passed upon him, and expressed his Sense 
of the Multitude of Offences which he had committed, 
and which, as he acknowledged, deserved no Mercy 
here, nor without the Interposition of the Mercy of 
God, hereafter. Yet in the Midst of these Expressions 
of Penitence he could not forbear doing something in 
his old Way, and a few days before his Execution he 
actually cut the Tassels from the Pulpit Cushion in 
the Chapel. Ashley was very frank in his Con- 
fessions of numberless Thefts which he had com- 
mitted in the Course of his wicked and licentious 
Life, but peremptorily denied that he had any Con- 
cern whatsoever in the Robbery for which he was to 
die, and this was confirmed by Rawlins and Benson, 
who said that they indeed committed it, but that 
Ashley was no ways concerned therein. However, 
as far as his stupid Disposition would give him leave, 
he sometimes expressed great Penitence for the Facts 
which he had committed. Yet the Sunday before his 
Death, he stole five or six Handkerchiefs at Chapel, 
of which when the Ordinary spoke to him at the 
Place of Execution, he only said it was true, but that 
he must have something to subsist on. Rouden ac- 
knowledged the Justice of his Sentence, that he was 
guilty of the Crimes laid to his Charge, and behaved 
in every respect like a true and sincere Penitent. 
Benson maintained the same Ease and Sweetness of 
Temper which he had always been remarkable for, 
even to the last Moment of his Life. He expressed 
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indeed much Sorrow for his having lived deliberately 
in a continual Course of Adultery with two Women, 
who both of them averred that they had been lawfully 
married to him ; he frankly confessed his own guilt, 
and that the Sentence of the Law was just, dying, as 
far as we are able to judge, in a composed and peni- 
tent Disposition of mind. George Gale, though he 
owned he had for some Time been a private Thief, 
yet he absolutely denied his having any Concern in 
the Robberies before-mentioned ; but he averred that 
Neeves knowing his Character, took the Advantage 
of putting him into the Information, as knowing that 
he had neither Friends nor Interest to make his 
Innocence appear. Benson did so far confirm what 
Gale said, that he owned he alone committed the 
Robbery for which he was convicted, and to this they 
both adhered to their last Moments at the Place of 
Execution, where Gale wept bitterly, and with all 
outward Tokens of Sorrow confessed the Multitude 
of Sins he had committed throughout the whole 
Course of his Life. Thomas Crowder persevered 
even to Death in denying any Concern with Neeves, 
further than his being deluded with the Hopes of 
joining with him in a Trade to Holland and France. 
Yet the Ordinary tells us in his Account of these 
Criminals, that he had Reason to believe that Crow- 
der, notwithstanding this, was Guilty, because a Gen- 
tleman averred that he had owned as much to him in 
the Chapel the Day he died. y antes Toon continued 
to behave with Submission to the Decrees of Provi- 
dence, though he absolutely denied his being guilty 
of the Fact for which he was convicted. He ac- 
knowledged he had led a very sinful Life, and there- 
fore looked on it as a great Mercy on the Providence 
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of God, that he had so much Time to reflect and 
repent in. Hornby wept and lamented grievously 
for the Miseries which he had brought on himself and 
those who were related to him, said he had for a long 
Time been guilty of illegal Practices, but would not 
acknowledge that he had been Guilty of that for 
which he was condemned. Sefton appeared under 
Condemnation to have a very just Idea of the 
wretched State he was in, the Necessity there was of 
preventing by a thorough Repentance a yet more 
severe Judgment than that under which he then lay ; 
he acknowledged the Crime for which he died, said 
he had been drawn to the Commission of it by the 
Persuasion of a Person whom he named, and at the; 
Place of Execution declared he died sorry for all his 
Sins, and in Charity with Mankind. He had hardly 
been turned off a Minute before the Rope broke, and 
he fell to the Ground, but the Sheriffs' Men laying 
hold of him, he was soon tied up again, and so 
executed in pursuance of his Sentence. Richard 
Nichols, as he always behaved with great Decency, 
and was of a sober, serious, and religious Disposition, 
so he constantly affirmed, though without Vehemence 
or any Signs of Passion, that he knew nothing of the 
Robbery whereof he stood convicted, but that his Life 
was basely sworn away by Neeves, the Evidence, 
without the least Ground whatsoever, he having 
never associated himself with Street-Robbers, or been 
concerned in any Sort of Thieving whatever ; and in 
this he persisted to the Time of his Death, repeating 
and averring it at the Place of Execution. There is 
the greatest Reason to believe that he spoke the 
Truth, because Thomas Neeves, the Witness, when he 
came afterwards to die at Tyburn, acknowledged that 
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he knew nothing of Nichols, nor had ever seen him 
before his being committed at the Justices, begging 
that 6^(?flf would pardon his crying Sin of Perjury and 
Murder, in taking the Life of an innocent Man. 
These Malefactors suffered on the 20th oi May, 1728, 
Rawlins being twenty-two, Ashley twenty-six, Rouden 
twenty-four, Benson twenty-four. Gale seventeen, 
Crowder twenty-two. Toon twenty- five, Hornby 
twenty-one, Sefton twenty-six, and Nichols forty 
Years of Age. 



The Lives <?/" Richard Hughs a;«flf Bryan Macguire, 
Highwaymen and Footpads, &c. 

IDLENESS, lewd Women, and ill Company, 
are the Sum total of those Excuses which 
are usually urged by Criminals when they 
come to be punished, even for the most 
flagrant Offences. Richard Hii,ghs with just Reason 
exclaimed on them all, for from Youth upwards, he 
had ever addicted himself to Laziness, and a Dislike 
to that Business to which he was bred, viz., that of a 
Bricklayer. Following loose Women was the Thing 
in which he took most Delight, and was probably the 
Occasion of his subsequent Misfortunes. The imme- 
diate Cause of them was his Acquaintance with 
William. Sefton before-mentioned, with whom he 
joined in a Confederacy to rob on the Highway, a 
Thing to which his Necessities in sorne measure 
drove him, since he had squandered all he had in the 
World on those abandoned Women with whom he 
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conversed, and had contracted so bad a Reputation 
that he found it hard to be employed in his Business. 
Into this wretched Confederacy entered also the other 
Offender, Bryan Macguire, an Irishman, born in the 
County of Wicklow. He had been bred a Sawyer, 
but was never well pleased with a Trade which re- 
quired so much hard Labour ; however, he worked at 
it some Time after he came to England, but some of 
his Countrymen persuading him that it was much 
easier to live by Sharping, a Practice they well under- 
stood, he readily fell into their Sentiments, and soon 
struck out a new Method of Cheating which brought 
them in more, and with less Hazard, than any of the 
Ways pursued by his Associates. The Artifice was 
this : by repeated Practice he found a Way to pull 
his Tongue so far back to his Throat, that he really 
appeared to have none at all, and going to Coffee- 
JiotLscs and other places of public Resort for the better 
sort of People, he pretended to be dumb, and then 
opening his Mouth and shewing them what looked 
like the Root of a Tongue, obtained by this Means 
large Charities. He had great success in this Cheat 
for a long Time, but at last was discovered by a 
Gentleman blowing some Snuff into his Throat.v 
which by setting him Coughing detected the Im- 
posture. Then being very much straitened he fell in 
with Sefton and Hughs, with whom having cheated 
and tricked for a little Space, they at last came to an 
Agreement of going together upon the Highway, and 
sharing their Purchase equally amongst them. How- 
ever, their Partnership was of no very long Con- 
tinuance, for in nine or ten Days they were all appre- 
hended and brought to condign Punishment. Hughs, 
who as well as Sefton, had been a Soldier, and had 
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quitted the Army to go upon the Highway, which 
was a very luckless Occasion for him, being quickly 
apprehended and charged with five several capital 
Indictments, to all of which when he came to be 
arraigned, he resolutely pleaded Guilty, and when 
reminded by the Court, that the Crimes with which 
he was charged weire Felonies without Benefit of the 
Clergy, he persisted therein, saying, he would not 
give the Judge or the Gentlemen -on the Jury ttnneces- 
sary Trouble. Macgtiire was indicted on four of the 
Indictments which had been preferred z.^■^^.v&t Hughs, 
and capitally convicted on them all. He was no 
sooner under Sentence, biit he declared himself to 
be of the Comrnunion of the Church oi Rome. How- 
ever he attended constantly at the Chapel, seemed to 
listen earnestly to what was said there, and made 
Responses regularly to the several Prayers, a thing 
which Papists seldom comply with. Wo^&y&c Bryan 
appeared to be a reasonable Man in this respect, 
saying that he hoped GodwavXd. be satisfied with the 
imperfect Atonement which he was able to make for 
his Offences, and would not impute it to him as a Sin, 
that he had taken all Occasions which offered of pre- 
senting his Petitions for Remission, and in this 
Disposition he continued until the Day of his Execu- 
tion, when both he and Hughs appeared composed 
and Penitent, desiring the Prayers of those who were 
Witnesses of their Death, submitting thereto with all 
exterior Marks of Resignation, on the 26th Day of 
June, 1728, Hughs being twenty-four, and Macguire 
twenty-eight Years of Age or thereabouts. 
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The Life of James How, alias Harris, a notorious 
Highwayman, Private Thief > &c. 

[HOUGH ' generally speaking, the old 
saying holds true, that nobody becomes 
superlatively wicked at once, yet it may be 
also said, that a long and habitual Course 
of Vice at last so hardens the Soul, that no Warnings 
are sufficient, no Dangers so frightful, nor Reflections 
so strong as to overcome lewd Inclinations, when 
their Strength has been increased by a long unre- 
strained Indulgence. The Criminal of whom we are 
now to speak, was a Native of the Town of Windsor, 
in the County of Berks. His Parents were honest 
People in middle Circumstances, who took such Care 
of his Education, that he was fit for any sort of 
Business to which he would have applied himself; 
but he on the contrary continued to lead a lazy and 
indolent Course of Life, sauntering from one Place 
to another, and preferring Want and Idleness to In- 
dustry and Labour. H e at last became so burthensome 
to his Relations, that with much Ado they got him 
to Sea, where being of a robust Constitution, and of 
a bold daring Spirit, he quickly gained some little 
Preferment in the Ship on board of which he sailed, 
and might possibly have done very well, if he had 
continued at Sea for any Time. He had the good 
Luck also to serve on board the Admiral, and to 
be taken Notice of as a sprightly young Fellow, 
capable of coming to Good ; but alas ! fames soon 
blasted this Prospect of good Fortune ; for no sooner 
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was he on Shore, than laying aside all the Views he 
had formed of rising in the Navy, he associated 
himself with some of his old Companions. They 
persuaded him to take a Purse, as the shortest 
and easiest Method of supporting those Expenses into, 
which his Inclination for sensual Pleasures naturally 
plunged him. He too easily listened to their 
Persuasions, and from that Time forward left 
nothing unstole upon which he could lay his Fingers. 
Punishment did not pursue his Crimes with a leaden 
Pace ; on the Contrary he scarce offended, e'er she 
made him sensible of the Offences. Bridewells, 
Prisons, Ditchings, Lashings, and Beatings of Hemp, 
were made familiar to him by his running through 
them several Times in the Space of a few Years. At 
length as he increased the Guilt of his Crimes, so 
she added, to the Weight of his Sufferings, for after 
having been in Newgate several times for lesser Of- 
fences, he was at last committed for Felony, and 
being thereof convicted was ordered for Transpor- 
tation, he rightly conceiving that if he was carried 
into the Plantations, he must be obliged to work very 
hard, the thing in the World which he most dreaded. 
In order therefore if possible to escape he forged a 
Letter as if from a certain Man of Quality directing 
that he should be set at Liberty in order to serve as 
a good Hand on board one of his Majesty's Ships, 
but his old ill Luck persuing him, the Forgery was 
detected ; and he was thereupon ordered to remain 
two Years at hard Labour in Bridewell, but when he 
was brought thither, the Keeper absolutely refused to 
have anything to do with him. They knew him of 
old, and said a Fellow of his Temper was fit only to 
make the other Criminals who were there unruly, by 
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projecting and putting into their Heads Methods for 
making their Escape. Upon this he was carried back 
again to Newgate, and remained a Prisoner there for 
that Space of Time. How he came by his Liberty 
again, I cannot take upon me to say, all that appears 
from my Papers is, that he made a very ill Use of it 
as soon as he obtained it, returning immediately to 
the Commission of those Crimes for which he had 
before forfeited it, and at length turning Hoiise- 
breaker, he was committed for feloniously stealing 
Five Pounds out of the House of jfohn Spence, for 
which Fact at the Sessions following, a Bill of Indict- 
ment was found against him, and he was thereupon 
arraigned. At first he insisted that Overtures had 
been made him in order to procure Discoveries from 
him, and therefore he desired he might be admitted 
an Evidence. The Court informed him that .they 
would enter into no Altercations with a Prisoner at 
the Bar ; that he had heard the Nature of the Charge 
preferred against him ; and that now they could hear 
nothing from him unless he pleaded guilty or not 
guilty. He persisted obstinately in his first Demand 
and in Consequence thereof absolutely refused to 
plead ; whereupon he was told from the Bench, that 
such Behaviour was not a Method proper to excite 
the Mercy of the Court, that it was not in their 
Power to comply in any Degree with what he de- 
sired, but that they should proceed to pass Sentence 
upon him as a Mute, by which he would suffer 
a much greater and more grievous Punishment than 
if he were found guilty of the Crime of which he 
was accused. This made no Impression upon the 
Criminal. He said he could but die, and the Manner 
in which he died was indifferent to him, and so Sen- 
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tence, as is usual in such Cases, was pronounced upon 
him, and he- was ordered to be carried back and put 
into the Press ; but when he had carried it so far, and 
found there was no avoiding that cruel Fate which 
was appointed for such obstinate Persons as himself, 
he desired Time till the next Morning to consider 
his Plea, which being permitted him, he at that time 
pleaded guilty. While under Sentence of Death, 
something very extraordinary occurred in relation to 
this Malefactor. It seems one Mrs. Dawson had a 
Parcel of Plate, consisting of two Silver Tankards, 
two Silver Mugs,. a Silver Cup, and a Punch Laddie, 
seven Pounds sixteen Shillings in Money, and a great 
Quantity of Papers of considerable Value, stolen out 
of her House. She suspected one Eleanor Reddey, 
and causing her to be apprehended, she thereupon 
confessed that she opened the Door of her Mistress's 
House in the Nightime, and let in one William Read; 
that she saw him take away the Plate, and watched 
in the meanwhile to observe if anybody came. Upon 
this Confession, she herself was convicted, but no 
Evidence appearing against William Read, who was 
tried with her, he was acquitted. After she received 
Sentence of Death, she declared herself absolutely 
innocent of the Fact for which she was to die, affirm- 
ing that as soon as she was taken up, some Neigh- 
bours coming about her persuaded her to make such 
a Confession, and to charge William Read with 
stealing the Things, assuring her that in case she did 
so, she would preserve herself by becoming a Witness 
against him ; and that she being a silly timorous 
Creature, and terrified by their suggesting that if she 
took not the Method they proposed somebody would 
infallibly swear against her, she with much Ado 
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assented, and being carried before fustice fackson, 
made and signed the Confession before-mentioned. 
But How, alias Harris,-vj]\ose Life we are now writing, 
declared that he himself robbed Mrs. Dawson, and 
a considerable Quantity of the Plate, and most of the 
Papers he had still in his Possession, offering to 
restore them, if the said Mrs. Dawson had Interest 
enough to procure a Pardon either for himself or 
Eleanor Reddey. The Ordinary assured him that 
Mrs. Dawson could do no such thing, and at the 
same Time he exhorted him to make what Resti- 
tution was in his Power, since otherwise his Repen- 
tance would remain imperfect, and small Hope could 
be given him of his meeting with Forgiveness from 
an offended God. At first this seemed to have little 
or no Weight with the Criminal. He expressed him- 
self very civilly, when spoken to on that Head, but 
peremptorily refused to do anything towards making 
Satisfaction to Mrs. Dawson, unless she could do 
something for him or for the Woman ; but when 
Death approached he began to relent, sent for the 
Ordinary, and told him, that as for the Plate it was 
indeed out of his Power, but that for the Papers he 
had caused them to be brought in a Box, which he 
delivered, and desired they might be kept carefully, 
because he was sensible that they were of great Value 
to their Owner. At the Place of Execution he 
seemed desirous of clearing his Wife from any Impu- 
tations of being concerned with him in any of his 
Villanies, and then suffered with much Resignation, 
on the nth of September, 1728, being near thirty- 
eight Years of Age. 
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The Lives c/ Griffith Owen, Samue'l. Harris, and 
Thomas Medline, Highwaymen and Footpads. 

fRIFFITH OWEN, the first of these 
unhappy Criminals, was the Son of very 
honest Parents who had given him a good 
Education in respect both of Letters and of 
ReHgion. When he was grown up, they put him out 
Apprentice to a Butcher in Newgate-Market, with 
whom he served his Time, though not without com- 
mitting Faults and neglecting his Business, besides 
addicting himself too much to Gaming and idle Com- 
pany, the usual Introduction to those Crimes for the 
Commission of which he afterwards suffered. His 
Companion Harris, if Owen were to be believed, first 
proposed Robbing as an Expedient to the Supply of 
their Pockets, to which he too readily gave way, and 
having once ventured to attack, never suffered him- 
self nor his Companions to cool, but in the Space of 
about six Weeks, keeping themselves still warm with 
Liquor, they committed five or six Robberies, for 
which at last they were all apprehended. As they 
had been Companions together in Wickedness, so 
they shared also in Imprisonment and Death, the 
Consequence of those Offences they had committed. 

Sam-uel Harris, though he had received a tolerable 
Education as to Reading and Writing, yet he never 
applied himself to any Business, but served Brick-, 
layers as a Labourer, in Company with his Fellow- 
sufferer Medline. Having been all his Lifetime 
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addicted to Lust and Wickedness, he proposed Rob- 
bing to his Companions as the most feasible Method 
of getting Money wherewith to support their De- 
baucheries and the Strumpets who used to partake 
with them at their Houses of Resort. He confirmed 
what Owen had said, and acknowledged that during 
the Time they continued their Robberies, never any 
People in the World led more profligate and more 
uneasy Lives than they did, being always engaged 
in a continual Circle of Drunkenness, Violence, and 
Whoredom, while their Minds were continually agi- 
tated with the Fear of being apprehended, so that 
they never enjoyed Peace or Quiet, from the Time of 
their betaking to this Course of Life, unto the Day 
of their Apprehension and coming to the Gallows. 

Thomas Medline was born of parentage more mean 
than either of his Companions, and had so little Care 
taken of him in his Youth, that he could neither read 
nor write. However, he applied himself to working 
hard as a Laboiirer to the Bricklayers, and got 
thereby for sometime sufficient wherewith to maintain 
himself and his Family, until giving himself over to 
Drink, he minded little what became of his Wife and 
Children, and falling unhappily about the same Time 
into the Acquaintance of the before-mentioned 
Malefactor Harris, by him he was easily seduced 
to become a Partner in his Crimes, and addict himself 
to the Highway. It was but a short Space that they 
continued to exercise their illegal and infamous Call- 
ing, for venturing to attack one Mr. Barker on the 
Ware Road, and not long after Doctor Edward Hulse, 
they were quickly apprehended for these Facts, and 
after remaining some Time in Newgate, were brought 
to trial at the Old-Bailey. There it was sworn by 
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Mr. Barker, that he observed them drinking at an 
Ale-house at Tottenham., the very Evening in which 
he was robbed, and that apprehending them to be 
loose and disorderly Persons, he took more than 
ordinary Notice of their Faces ; that about a Mile 
from Edmonton Church, they came up with him, and 
notwithstanding he told them he knew them, they 
pulled him off his Horse and robbed him of five 
Pounds and Six-pence ; that returning the next Day 
to the Place _where he was robbed, he found Seven- 
pence, which he supposed they dropped in their 
Hurry. On the second Indictment it was deposed 
by one Mr. Hyat, that he suspected the Prisoners 
from the Description given by Mr. Barker 2X\d, Doctor 
Hulse, to be the Persons who had robbed them. He 
thereupon apprehended them on Suspicion, and that 
Mr. Barker as soon as he saw them swore to their 
Faces. Doctor Hitlse deposed that they were the 
Persons who robbed him of his Watch and Money, 
and that he had particularly remarked Owen as having 
a Scar in his Face. Thomas Bennet, the Doctor's 
Coachman, swore that Owen was the Man who got 
upon the Coach- Box and beat him, and afterwards 
robbed his Master, that not contented therewith, they 
beat the Witness again, knocked out one of his 
Teeth, and broke his own Whip about him. Henry 
Greenwood confirmed this Account generally, but 
could not be positive to any of the Faces except 
that of Owen. The Jiiry found them all guilty. 

While under Sentence of Death, they all behaved 
themselves with as rnuch Penitence and seeming 
Sorrow for their Offences as was ever seen amongst 
Persons in their Condition. They attended as often 
as Divine Worship was celebrated in the Chapel, and 
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appeared very desirous of Instruction as to those 
private Prayers which they thought necessary to put 
up to God, when carried back to the several Places of 
their Confinement. Harris seemed a little uneasy, 
on the Ordinary's remonstrating to him that he was 
more guility than the Rest, inasmuch as he first 
excited them to the falling into those wretched 
Methods by which they had brought Shame and 
Ruin upon themselves. He answered that there was 
little Difference in their Dispositions, they having 
been all addicted for many Years to' the greatest 
Wickedness which Men could Practice, and that his 
Companions were no less ready than he to fall upon 
such Means of supporting themselves in sensual 
Delights. As he averred this to their Face, thej? did 
not contradict it, but seemed to take Shame to them- 
selves, and to Sorrow alike for the Evils they had 
committed. They Ended their Lives at Tybtcrn, on 
the nth of September, 1728, with all outward Signs 
of true Repentance. Owen being twenty, Harris 
twenty-nine, and Medline thirty-nine Years of Age. 
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The Lives of Peter Levee, John Featherby, Ste- 
phen Burnet, alias Barnham, and Thomas Vaux, 
Street Robbers, Footpads, Private Thieves, &c. 

IIORE than once in the Course of these 
Memoirs I have remarked that a ridiculous 
Spirit of vain Glory is often the Source of 
those prodigious Mischiefs which are com- 
mitted by those abandoned Persons who addict 
themselves to open Robberies, and the carrying on 
as it were a declared War against Mankind. Theft 
and Rapine may to some appear odd Subjects for ac- 
quiring Glory, yet it is certain that many, especially 
of the younger Criminals, have been chiefly in- 
stigated in their most daring Attempts from a vain 
Inclination to be much talked of. These Observa- 
tions will be better illustrated from the following 
Lives than they could have been in any other way. 
Peter Levee was descended from honest and reputable 
Parents, who gave him a good Education, and 
bound him out afterwards Apprentice to a Silk- 
Weaver; but such was the perverse Disposition of 
this unfortunate Lad, such his Love of Gaming, and 
such his continual Inclination to debauched Company 
that nothing better could be expected from him, than 
what afterwards befell him. Yet his Understanding 
was tolerable, he did not want a suflicient Share of 
Wit, and in a Word, his Capacity altogether might 
have enabled him to have lived very well, if his 
prodigious Vices had not prevented it by hurrying 
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him into Misfortunes. It was remarkable in this 
Criminal, that from his long Habit of carrying on the 
detestable Trade of Stealing, to which he had inured 
himself in every possible Shape, he had given so odd 
a Cast to his Visage, that it was impossible for a Man 
to look him in the Face without immediately guessing 
him to be the Rogue he was. While yet but a Boy, 
he had been so accustomed to Confinement in the 
Compter, especially in Wood-street, that he had con- 
tracted a Friendship with all the Under-Officers in 
that Prison, who treated him with great Lenity as often 
as he came there. Picking Pockets, sneaking Goods out 
of Shops, snatching them through Windows, and such 
other petty Facts, were the Employments of his junior 
Years. As he grew bigger, he grew riper in all sorts 
of Villany, though never a Fellow had worse Luck 
in dishonest Attempts, for he was always detected, 
and frequently had gone through the lesser Punish- 
ments of the Law, such as W kipping z.nd hard Labour. 
He lay four Years at one Time in Newgate for a 
Fine, and this finished the Course of his villanous 
Education ; for from the Time he got out he never 
ceased to Practice robbing in the Streets, and on the 
Roads to the Villages near London, until he and his 
Companions fell into the Hands of Justice, and went 
altogether to their last Adventure at Tyburn. 

John Featherby, the second of these Criminals, had 
received a greater Share of Education than any of the 
Rest. His Father had been a Man in tolerable 
Circumstances, and with great Care provided that this 
young Fellow should not be ignorant of any thing that 
might be necessary or convenient for him to know in 
that Business for which he designed him, viz., a 
Coach-Painter, but he did not live to see him put 
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Apprentice to it, which his Mother afterwards took 
care to do, and consequently had not the Mis- 
fortune of seeing him live so scandalous a Life, 
and die so shameful a Death. His Understanding 
was tolerable, but his Behaviour so rude, boisterous, 
and shocking, that he left no Room even for 
that Compassion to which all Men are naturally 
prone, when they see Persons under Sentence of 
Death. The Desire of appearing Brave, and 
making the Figure of a Hero in low Life, was in all 
Probability, the Inducement to his acting so odd a 
Part, and as he was generally looked upon as their 
Chief by the Unfortunate Creatures who were of his 
Gang, possibly he put on this Ferosity of Manner 
in order, to support his Authority, and preserve that 
Respect and Superiority of which these Wretches are 
observed to be inexpressibly fond of yielding. 

Stephen Btirnei, alias Barnet, alias Barnham, which 
was his true Name, was a Child when he died, and a 
Thief almost from his Cradle. His Parents, who 
were People of Worth, sent him to School, with a 
Design doubtless, that he should have acquired some 
Good there, but Stephen made use of that Time to 
visit a Master of his own choosing, the celebrated 
Mr. Jonathan Wild, at whose Levy he was a pretty 
constant Attendant, and while an Infant a most 
assiduous Companion and Assistant to the famous 
Blueskin. My Readers may be perhaps inquisitive 
to know how an infant of eight years old could in 
any way assist a person of Blueskin s Profession ; for 
their Information then, perhaps for their Security, 
I must inform them, that while Blueskin and one of 
his Companions bought a Pair of Stockings, or two 
or three Pair of Gloves, in a large Shop, Stephen used 
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to creep on All-fours under the Counter, and march 
off with Goods perhaps to the value of Ten, Twelve, 
or Twenty Pounds, but alas he was not the youngest 
of Mr. Wild's Scholars. I myself have seen a boy of 
six years old tried at the Old-Bailey for stealing the 
Rings off an Oyster-Woman s Fingers as she sat 
asleep by her Tub, and after his being acquitted by 
the Compassion of the ftiry, fonathan took him 
from the Bar, and carrying him back upon the Leads, 
lifted him up in his Arms, and turning to the Specta- 
tors, said, Heres a Cock of the Game for yoii,, of my 
own breeding up. But to return to Barnham : his 
Friends no sooner found out the Villany of his In- 
clinations, but they took all Methods imaginable to 
wean him from his Vices. They corrected him 
severely ; they offered him any Encouragements on 
his shewing the least visible Sign of Amendment ; 
they put him to seven several Trades upon liking ; 
but all this was to no Purpose, nothing could persuade 
him to forsake his old Trade, which following with 
indefatigable Industry, he made a Shift to reach the 
Gallows with the Character of an old Offender, at 
almost nineteen Years of Age. After Barnham, 
Featherby, Vaux, and Levee became acquainted, they 
suffered no Time to be lost in perpetrating such Facts 
as were most likely to supply them with Money, 
roving abroad almost every Night in quest of 
Adventures, and returning seldom without some 
considerable Prey. Perhaps my Readers may be 
inquisitive to know what became of all this Money ? 
Why really it was spent in Drink, in Gaming, and in 
Whores, three Articles which ran so high amongst 
these Knights-Errant in low Life, that Barnham, and 
two more found a way to lavish a hundred and 
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twenty Pounds in them in three Weeks. In one of 
his nocturnal Expeditions, in Company with Levee 
and Feather by, they robbed one Mr. Brown in Deans- 
Court by St. Pazil's Church-Yard of a Gold Watch 
and thirteen Guineas, upon which the Gentleman 
thought fit, it seems, to offer a Reward in the News- 
Papers oifive Gtiineas for restoring the Watch. Not 
many Days after he received an Epistle from Mr. 
Barnham, in which he was told, that if he came to a 
Field near Sadler s-W ells, and brought the promised 
Reward of five Guineas along with him, he should 
there meet a single Person at half an Hour after Six 
precisely, who would restore him his Watch without 
doing him any Injury whatsoever. At the Time ap- 
pointed the Gentleman went thither, found Barnham 
walking alone, well dressed with a laced Hat on, 
who immediately came up to him, and receiving the 
Five Guineas presented him with his Watch. Mr. 
Brown having no more to do with him, immediately 
turned round to go back, upon which Barnham pro- 
duced a Pistol ready cocked from under his Coat. 
You see, says he, it is in m,y Power to rob you again, 
but I scorn to break my Word of Honour. Levee and 
Featherby, it seems, were posted pretty near, and as 
they all declared, intended to have shot the Gentle- 
man, if he had brought anybody with him, or had 
made the least Opposition or Noise. At Kingston 
Assizes Barnham was tried for a Robbery committed 
in Surrey, but for want of sufficient Evidence was 
acquitted, upon which he returned immediately to his 
old Trade. About three Months before he was 
apprehended for the last Time, he came into Little- 
Britain, the Place where he was born, produced a 
Silver Spoon 2.vA fifteen Shillings in Money, declared 
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it to be the Effects of that Day's Exploits, and then 
dimbing up a Lamp-post, thrust his Head through 
the Iron Circle in which in Winter time the Lamp is 
placed, declaring to the Neighbours who called to 
him, and advised him to reform, that within three 
Months, he would do something that should bring 
him to be hanged in the same Place. As to the Time, 
he was not much mistaken, though he was a little out 
as to the Manner and Place of his Execution, and we 
mention this Fact only to show the amazing Wicked- 
ness of so young a Man, of which we shall hereafter 
have Occasion to say a great deal more. 

Thomas Vatix, was a Fellow of no Education; 
whether he had been broiight up to any Employment 
I am unable to say ; but that which he followed was 
Sweeping of Chimnies, the Profits of which he eked 
out with private Thefts, in which he continued 
undiscovered for a long Space of Time. In himself 
he was a Fellow void almost of every good Quality, 
disliked even by his Companions, for his brutal 
Behaviour which he still kept up even under his 
Misfortunes, and ceased not to behave with an 
obstinate Perverseness even to the last Moment of 
his Life. The Fact for which all this Gang suffered 
was, for Robbing one Mr. Clark at the Corner of 
Water Lane, in Fleet Street, which was proved upon 
them by Witnesses in the following Manner at their 
Trial. 

Mr. Clark the Prosecutor deposed, that going in a 
Coach from St. Pauls to the Inner Temple, he saw 
three or four Persons dogging it from the great 
Toy-Shop at the Corner of St. Paul's Church Yard, 
that he scarce lost Sight of them until he came to 
the End of Water Lane, where Barnham and Vaux 
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stopped the Coach. He then looked out and saw 
them plainly. Levee stepped into the Coach, put his 
Hand into his Pocket and tore his Breeches down in 
taking out the Things, Featherby all the while 
holding a Pistol to his Breast. The Things they 
took from him were a Silver Watch valued four 
Pounds, a Diamond Ring, three Pounds eleven Shil- 
lings in silver and fourteen Guineas. Then the 
Confessions of Levee and Barnham before Sir Wil- 
liam Billers, Knight and Alderman, were read, in 
which they owned that they committed the Robbery 
on Mr. Clark, and that Featherby and Vatix assisted 
therein. Sir William also attested that they made 
the said Confession freely without any Promises 
made, or being threatened in case of Refusal. 
Thomas Wood swore that going to apprehend 
Featherby and one Cable, in a House in B hie- Boar's 
Head-Alley in Barbican, they both snapped their 
Pistols at him, but that neither of them went off. 
Mary Vaux, Wife of the Prisoner Thomas Vaux, 
having first excused herself from giving any Testi- 
mony against her Husband, deposed that she saw the 
Rest of the Prisoners commit the Robbery at the 
End of Water Lane, and that Levee got into the 
Coach, upon which Evidence taken altogether, the 
Jury found them guilty without going out of the 
Court. When they received Sentence of Death, 
they all behaved themselves audaciously, except Levee 
who appeared penitent and excused himself of the 
Misbehaviour he had been guilty of at his Trial. 
During the Time they remained under Sentence of 
Death in Newgate, this last mentioned Criminal 
Levee appeared truly sensible of his miserable State. 
He attended the Public Devotion at Chapel with 
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great Seriousness, except when his audacious Com- 
panions pulled him and disturbed him, when he would 
sometimes smile. As he had passed through the 
former Part of his Life without Thought or Reflec- 
tion, so he seemed now awakened all at once to a just 
Sense of his Sins ; in a Word, he did everything 
which so short a Space could admit of to convince 
those who saw him that he minded only the great 
Business he had to do, viz., the making his Peace 
with that God whom he had so much Offended. 
Feaiherby, as had been said, persisted in that brutal 
Behaviour for which he had been remarkable amongst 
his Gang. At Chapel he disturbed the Congregation 
by throwing Sticks at a Gentleman, laughing and 
talking to his Companions, sometimes insulting and 
beating those who were near him, and in fine 
encouraged the Rest of his Companions to behave in 
such a Manner that the Keepers were reduced to the 
Necessity of causing them all four to be chained and 
nailed down in the old Condemned Hold, for fear of 
their committing some Murder or other before they 
died, which they often threatened they would do. 
There they continued for three or four Days, until 
upon the Promise of Amendment and of behaving 
better for the Future, they were released and brought 
back again to their respective Cells, and at Times of 
Public Devotion up to Chapel, When the Death 
Warrant came down, Featherby appeared to be 
more moved than could have been expected, seemed 
in dreadful Agonies at the Remembrance of his 
former wicked and impudent Behaviour, prayed with 
great Fervency, and said, he hoped that (P^iaf would 
yet have Mercy upon him. Barnham continued un- 
moved to the last : he did indeed abstain from ill 
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Language and disturbing People at Chapel, but em- 
ployed his Time in his Cell in Composing a Song to 
celebrate the Glorious Actions of himself and his 
Companions. This was Work he much valued him- 
self upon, and sending for the person who usually 
prints the Dying Speeches, he desired it might be 
inserted ; but as it contained incitements to their 
Companions to go on in the same Trade in the 
strongest Terms he was capable of framing them in, 
his Design therefore was frustrated, and they were 
not published. Vaux behaved a little more civilly 
after their being stapled down in the Condemned 
Hold, but appeared throughout the Time of his 
Confinement to be a very obstinate and incorrigible 
Fellow. Levee was twenty-four Years old, Featherby 
about the same Age, Barnham nearly nineteen, and 
Vaux twenty-three, at the time they suffered, being 
on the nth oi November, 1728, in Company with 
Nine other Malefactors. 

A Paper written by Featherby s own Hand which he 
delivered to the Ordinary of Newgate in the 
Chapel, immediately before the Execution. 

AS it is m,y Mis/orttme to come to this untimely 
End, I think it my Duty to acknowledge the Justice 
of Almighty God, and that of my Country ; and F 
humbly im,plore Pardon of the Divine Goodness, and 
Forgiveness of all that I have injtired, or any ways 
Offended. I have had the Blessing and Advantage of 
honest and pious Parents whose tender Care provided 
for my Education so that I might have lived to God's 
Glory, their Comfort, and m,y own lasting felicity ; but 
I take Shame to m.yself, and humbly acknowledge, that 
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by the evil Ways I of late followed, I neglected my 
Duty to my great Creator, and brought Grief to my 
Dear and tender Mother; and having thus far, and 
much more. Offended against God and Man, I hope 
and earnestly Desire that no prudent or charitable 
Person will reflect upon my good Mother, or any other 
Friend or Relation, for my shamefil End 

John Featherby 



The Life of Thomas Neeves, Street-Robber and 
Private Thief. 

|HERE are some Persons so amazingly desti- 
tute of Reason, so exceedingly stupid, and 
of so sleepy a Disposition of Mind, that 
neither Advice, Danger, nor Punishment are 
capable of awakening them ; they pass through Life 
in a continual Lethargy of Wickedness, nor can they 
be obliged to open their Eyes, even when at the 
Point of Death. How shocking, how horrid soever 
such Character may be, certain it is, that the Crimi- 
nal Neeves, of whom we are now speaking, deserved 
no better. His Parents, though mean, had not 
omitted the Care of his Education so far but that he 
had learned to read and write, which they thought 
Qualification sufficient for the Business in which they 
intended to breed him, viz., a Cane- Chair- maker, to 
which Employment they put him Apprentice. He 
did not serve out his Time with his Master, for 
having got into an Acquaintance with some lewd 
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debauched Persons, he, whose Inclination from his 
youth turned that way, went totally into all their 
Measures, and quitting all Thoughts of an honest 
Livelihood, thought of nothing but Picking and 
Stealing, associating himself with . a Woman of the 
same Calling, who probably furthered him in all his 
Attempts, in. Consideration of which he married her ; 
and they were both together in Newgate for their 
several Offences. We have, in a former part of this 
Volume, mentioned his becoming a Witness against 
several Street- Robbers, who were executed upon his 
Evidence, of whom George Gale, alias Kiddy George, 
Thomas Crouder, J^ames Toon, and John Hornby, 
denied the Commission of those particular Facts 
which he swore against them ; and Richard Nichols 
who was a grave, sober Man, went to Death and took 
it upon his Salvation, that he was never concerned 
either in the Act for which he died, or in any other 
of the same Kind during the Course of his Life. As 
the Town naturally abhors Perjuries which affect 
Men's Lives, and are not very well affected towards 
Evidences even when they do not exceed the Truth, 
so the Misfortune of Neeves being a second Time 
apprehended, instead of creating Pity, gave the Public 
general Satisfaction. At the Sessions following his 
Coniinement, he was indicted for privately stealing 
out of the Shop of Charles Lawrence a Duroy Coat 
of the Value of thirteen Shillings, in respect of which 
Robbery the Prosecutor deposed : That Thomas 
Neeves about seven in the Evening came into his 
Shop, he being a Salesman, and enquired for a 
Dimity Waistcoat : one accordingly was shewn him, 
but while they were bargaining as to the Price 
Neeves on a sudden turned towards the Door, and 
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having with some Earnestness cursed the Prosecutor, 
snatched up a Coat and ran away, upon which Mr. 
Lawrence followed him, crying out stop Thief which 
Nevees himself also bawled out as loud as he could 
till he was taken. Upon this Evidence the Jury 
found him Guilty. 

Under Sentence of Death his Behaviour was much 
of a Piece with what it was before. As to Con- 
fessions he would make none, saying, he would give 
no Occasion to Books or Ballads to be made about 
him. Even in Chapel he behaved himself so rudely, 
that he occasioned great Disturbance, and put the 
Keepers under a Necessity of treating him with more 
Severity than was usual to Persons in his miserable 
Condition. When alone in his Cell he expressed 
great Diffidence of the Mercy of God, seemed to be 
in a State of Despair, and though he was often 
pressed to declare whether Depositions he had given 
in against the aforementioned Street- Robbers were 
true or not, he either waived making an answer, or 
used so much Evasion or Equivocation, that it re- 
mained doubtful whether he swore Truth or no. As 
his End drew nigh, he appeared more and more con- 
fused and uneasy, but not a Bit more penitent or 
ready to confess ; notwithstanding that several Per- 
sons, and some of them of Distinction, had applied to 
him in the Cells, and earnestly exhorted him to that 
Purpose. He also drank excessively, though so near 
his End, and his Conscience loaded with such a 
Weight of horrible Offences. Yet it is very probable 
that he would have been much more tractable in his 
Temper, and ingenuous in his Confessions, if he had 
not been continually visited and kept warm by a 
certain ill Woman, he at that Time owned for his 
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Wife. This wretched Creature was employed by- 
some Persons who thought themselves in Danger if 
Neeves should once become truly Penitent, to keep 
him full of idle Thoughts and delusive Promises to 
the very Hour of his Death, in which from the Tem- 
per of the Fellow, they flattered themselves his 
Cowardice would make them safe. In this wicked 
Design they succeeded but too well ; for Neeves con- 
tinued careless, obstinate, and impenitent to the last 
Moment of his Life. At the Place of Execution he 
staggered and was scarcely able to stand, bawling out 
to a Man in a Coach who was to carry away his Body, 
until the Ordinary reprimanded him, and told him he 
believed he had drank too much that Morning, to 
which Neeves answered, No, indeed Sir, I only took a 
Dram ; and then besought him that a Psalm might 
be Sung, which Request of his being complied with, 
he yet could not forbear smiling while they were 
singing. The Father and Wife of Mr. Nichols, the 
Barber, so often mentioned, got into the Cart and 
earnestly inquired whether the Deposition he had 
given against him were the Truth or not. Neeves 
thereupon with Tears owned that it was not, and 
thence fell into a greater Agony than he had ever 
been perceived in before, beseeching God to have 
Mercy on him for shedding innocent Blood, into 
which he had been induced by the Persuasions of 
others, who represented it to him as a means for get- 
ting Money both for them and him ; he owned that 
he never saw Nichols in his Life before they were at 
the Justices together; After this he cried two or 
three Times unto God to forgive him, and so was 
turned off with the Rest on the 27th of February, 
1729, being then about twenty-eight Years of Age. 
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The Lives of Henry Gahogan, and Robert 
Blake, Coiners. 

lOTWITHSTANDING the Number of 
those who have been executed for this Of- 
fence, we have had frequent instances of 
late Years of Persons who rather than groan 
under the Burthen of Poverty, or labour hard to get 
an honest Livelihood, have chosen this Method of 
supplying their extravagancies, and consequently have 
run their Heads into an Halter. Henry Gahogan 
an Irishman, was born of mean Parents, who had 
however bestowed so much Education upon him, that 
he attained to writing a very fair Hand. In order to 
get his Bread, he set up the Business of a Writing 
Master in a Part of Ireland where there were few 
Masters to strive against him. Here he behaved for 
sometime so well, that he got the Reputation of being 
an honest industrious young Man ; but whether 
Business fell off, or that his roving Temper could no 
longer be kept within Bounds, the Papers I have do 
not enable me to determine. However it was, he 
went upon his Travels, and passed through a great 
part of Etcrope, in the Quality as may be conjectured 
of a Gentleman's Servant, until two or three Years 
before his Death, about which Time he brought over 
the Art of Coining which he had been taught by a 
Countryman of his into England, as an easy Re- 
source whenever his Difficulties should straiten him 
so far as to make this Assistance necessary. Soon 
after his coming over hither, his Extravagancies 
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reduced him in a short Time so much, that one 
of, his Countrymen thought he did him a great 
Service in recommending him to one Blak& for an 
Usher. Blake at that Time pretended to teach young 
Gentlemen to fence, having a School for that Pur- 
pose near the Temple, whither Gahogan came ac- 
cordingly, and after staying some Time for two Days 
successively, and finding that no scholars came, he 
opened the Case to his Master that was to have been, 
and told him, how easy it was to get Money and live 
well, provided they had but Utensils for Coining, 
and soon after shewed him a Specimen of his Art, 
which he performed so dexterously that at first Sight 
they promised themselves prodigious Matters there- 
from. They engaged one Ferris, who formerly had 
been a Clerk to Gentlemen of Lincoln s Inn and 
the Temple, but adventuring to trust another Person 
with the Secret, he soon after made a Discovery and 
impeached them all, upon which this Gahogan, Blake, 
and the beforementioned Ferris, together with two 
Women, came to be tried for this Offence, on an In- 
dictment of High Treason. The Evidence was 
very clear, notwithstanding the Assurance with 
-which Blake and Gahogan behaved at the Bar, and 
the perplexed Defence which was made by Ferris, 
who fancied himself so sure of being Acquitted, that 
he directed Horses to be hired, in order to his going 
down to the Country Assizes, there to assist as 
Solicitor for a notorious Offender. The yttry after 
a short Stay brought him in Guilty, but acquitted the 
Women, of whom the one was the Mother of this 
Gahogan, and the other the Mistress or Wife of the 
said Robert Blake, of whom we are next to speak. 
He was by Birth also of the Kingdom of Ireland ; 
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his Parents, People of some Condition, who gave him 
a good Education, and afterwards put him out Ap- 
prentice to a Linen-draper. After he was out of his 
Time he married a Woman with some Httle Fortune, 
by whom he had three Children, and after misusing 
her greatly, went away from her into England. Here 
he led a loose, debauched Life, and subsisted, to give 
it the best Phrase, rather on the Ingenuity of his 
Head than the Industry of his Hands. Here he 
found Means to draw aside a Farmer s Daughter, to 
whom he was married, and whom he involved so far 
in his Misfortunes, as to bring her to the Bar with 
himself for High Treason, where her Marriage was 
so far of Service to her that it excused her from 
bearing a Share in his Conviction. After they were 
found Guilty, Gahogan expressed much Penitence and 
Sorrow, acknowledged the heinous Offences of which 
he had been guilty, and expressed particular Concern 
for the ill Usage he had given his poor Mother, 
whom he had often beaten and abused : indeed he was 
once committed to Bridewell on that Score, which 
effectually ruined what little Reputation he had left. 
Before the Day of his Execution came, he was so 
exceeding poor and destitute, that he scarcely had 
Clothes wherewith to cover him, or Food sufficient to 
preserve that Life which was so suddenly to be 
finished at the Gallows. As far as we are able to 
judge from his outward Behaviour, he was a sincere 
and hearty Penitent ; only it was with great Difficulty 
he forgave the Persons concerned in his Prosecution, 
which however at last he declared he did, and passed 
with great Resignation and Piety, though by a violent 
Death, from this World to another, and we may 
charitably hope a better. As to Blake, his Behaviour 
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was not so much of a Piece at first, but when he per- 
ceived Death inevitable, notwithstanding his having 
procured a Reprieve for a Week, and thereby escaped 
dying with his Companion Gahogan, the Prospect of 
his approaching Dissolution wrought so far upon him 
that with much seeming Penitence he made a frank 
Confession of all his Offences, reflecting chiefly on 
himself for having deserted his Wife, and living for 
so many Years with other Women. When the 
Week for which he had procured a Reprieve was 
expired, he Was carried alone on a Hurdle, which is 
usual in Cases of High Treason, and being come to 
the Place of Execution, he stood up and spoke to 
those who were present, in the following Terms : — 

Good People, 

T am, brotight here justly to suffer Death for an 
Offence, the Nature of which I did not so well com- 
prehend at the Time I com,m.itted it. I have been the 
greatest of all Sinners, addicted to every kind of Lust, 
and guilty of every manner of Crime, excepting that of 
Miirder only. You that are assembled here to see the 
unfortunaie Exit of an unhappy Man, take Warning 
from my Fate, and avoid falling into those Extrava- 
gancies which necessarily bring Persons to those Straits 
which have forced m-e upon taking undue Courses for a 
Supply. This is ,the End proposed by the Law, to 
make me a Spectacle, and T pray God with my last 
Breath, that you may m,ake that use of it. After this 
short Speech he betook himself to some private 
Devotions, and then suffered with great Constancy 
and Resignation qf Mind. 

He was executed on the 31st of March, 1729, 
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being then about thirty-eight Years of Age; Gahogan 
died on the 24th of the same Month, being then thirty- 
Years of Age. 



The Life of Peter Kelley, alias Owen, alias 
NiSBET, a Murderer. 

[HETHER there be really any Gradation 
in Crimes, or whether we do not mistake in 
supposing the Transgression of one Law of 
God more heinous than that of another, 
would be a Point too Difficult and of a Nature too 
abstract for us to enter into. But as human Nature 
is more shocked at the shedding of Blood than at any 
other Offence, we may be allowed to treat those who 
are guilty of it as bloody and unnatural Men, who 
besides their losing all Respect towards the Laws of 
God, show also a Want of that Compassion and 
Tenderness which seems incident to the human 
Species. The unhappy Person of whom we are now 
to speak, was by Birth an Irishman, and his true 
Name was Mackhiten, but upon his coming over to 
England, he thought fit to change it for Owen, there- 
by inclining to avoid being taken for any other than 
an Englishman. His Parents were it seems Persons 
so low in the World, that they could not afford him 
any Education, so that he was unable either to Read 
or Write at the Time of his Death. However, they 
put him out Apprentice to a Weaver, with whom 
having served his Time, he came over to England, 
and worked for a little Time at his Trade ; but then 
growing idle, being always inclined to sotting, he 



Peter Kelley, a Murderer. 223 

chose rather to go of Errands, or to do anything, 
rather than work any longer. . It seems he played 
with great Dexterity upon two Jews Harps at one 
Time, and this serving to entertain People of as loose 
and idle a Disposition as himself : he thereby got a 
good deal of Money, or least Drink, which was to 
him all one, for without it he could not Live, and 
his delight in an Ale House was so great that 
he seldom cared to be out of it. People in such 
Houses finding they got Money by his playing upon 
the Jews Harp, and thereby keeping People longer 
at the Pot than otherwise they were inclined to stay, 
they used to encourage Peter by helping to Errands ; 
but amongst all the Persons who were so kind as to 
supply his Necessities, there was one Nisbet an old 
Man, a Joiner- in the Neighbourhood, who was 
never weary of doing him Kindnesses, which he re- 
peated often and for a long Time together. Kelly at 
last began to call the old Man Father, and there 
seemed to be an inviolable Friendship between them, 
Peter always preserving some Respect towards him, 
though he seemed to have lost it towards everybody 
else. One Night however, or rather Morning, for it 
was near two o' Clock, Kelly came with many Signs 
of Terror and Confusion to the Watch House, and 
there told the Constable and Attendants, that old 
Nisbet was murdered, and lay weltering in his Bed 
and a Razor by him. The Watch knowing Peter to 
be a wild, half-witted drunken Fellow, gave little 
heed to his Discourse ; and so far were they from 
crediting it, that they turned him out of the Watch 
House, and bid him get about his Business; but in 
the Morning old Nisbet' s Lodgers not hearing him stir 
at his i)sual Hour, went to the Door, and there made 
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a Noise in order to awake him. Having no answer 
upon that, they sent for a proper Officer and broke 
the Door open, where they found the old Man 
with his Throat cut in a most barbarous manner, and 
covered with the Torrent of his own Blood, which 
was yet warm. No sooner did the Particulars of 
this horrid Murder begin to make a Noise, but the 
Watch calling to mind what Kelly had told them, im- 
mediately suspected him for the Murder, which 
caused him quickly to be apprehended and committed 
to Newgate. On this Trial the strongest circum- 
stances imaginable appeared against him, insomuch 
that the Jury without much Hesitation found him 
guilty ; and he after a pathetic Speech from the 
Bench, on the Nature and Circumstances of his 
bloody Crime, received Sentence of Death with the 
rest. Under Conviction he appeared a very stupid 
Creature ; though as far as his Capacity would give 
him leave, he shewed all 'imaginable Signs of Peni- 
tence and Sorrow, and attended with great Gravity 
and Devotion at the Public Service in the Chapel, 
notwithstanding he professed himself to be in the 
Communion of the Church of Rome. He acknow- 
ledge the deceased Mr. Nisbet to have been extra- 
ordinarily kind and charitable to him, even to as great 
a Degree as if he had been his own Child ; but as to 
the Murder, he flatly denied his committing it, or his 
having any Knowledge of its being committed ; and 
though he was strongly pressed as to the Nature of 
those Circumstances on which the Jury had found 
him guilty, and which were so strong as to persuade 
all mankind, that their Verdict was just ; yet he con- 
tinued still in the same Mind, protesting his own 
Clearness from that bloody and detestable Crime, 




Peter Kelley, a Murderer. 225 

and in this Disposition of Mind he suffered at 
Tyburn, being at that time about Forty Years of 
Age or somewhat under. 



The Lives of William Marple and Timothy 
Cotton, Highwaymen, 

[HAT Violence with which young People 
in this Age pursue the Gratifications of 
their Passions, without considering how far 
they therein violate the Laws of God and 
of their Country, is the common and natural Source 
of those many and great Afflictions which fall upon 
them, and though they do not always bring them to 
such exemplary Punishments as befel the Criminals 
whose Memoirs we have undertaken to transmit to 
Posterity, yet they fail not to make them exceedingly 
uneasy, and very unhappy. These consequences are 
unavoidably entailed on such destructive Pleasure? 
so contrary to the Nature of Man's Soul, and so de- 
rogatory to that Excellence for the Attainment of 
which he was created. Although one would imagine 
these Observations must naturally occur at some 
Time or other to the Minds of Persons who ever 
think at all concerning the Design of their own 
Being, yet Experience convinces us that they very 
seldom do, and that if they do, they make but very 
little Impression. 

William Marple, the first of these Criminals, was 

descended from Parents of tolerable Fortune as well 

as unblemished Reputation. They had been careful 

in bestowing on him an excellent Education, at 

vol. n. Q 
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Schools both in Town and Country. The Use he 
made of it you will quickly hear, which cannot how- 
ever be mentioned as a Reflection on his unhappy 
Parents, who were as anxious to have him taught 
Good, as he was in pursuing Evil. When he grew 
to Years capable of being put out to Business, the 
unsettled Giddiness of his Temper sufficiently ap- 
peared, for at his own Request being put out to three 
several Trades, he could not bring himself to any of 
them, but went at last to a fourth, which was that of a 
foiner. At this Trade he staid a considerable 
Space, but before the expiration of his Time he fell 
in Love with a young Woman and married her, 
which coming with other Stories to his Master's 
Ears, occasioned such a Difference that they parted. 
Marple was prodigiously fond of his new married 
Wife, and what is a pretty rare Circumstance in this 
Age, his Fondness proved the greatest Advantage 
possible to him, for the young Woman was in herself 
both virtuous and industrious. Her Temper, as it is 
natural for us to imitate what we Love, made so 
great an Impression upon Marple, that from a wild, 
loose, and extravagant young Man, he became a 
sober, diligent, and honest Workman, labouring hard 
to get his Bread, and living at home with his Wife in 
the greatest Tranquillity ; but the agreeable Beauty 
of this Scene was soon darkened, or rather totally de- 
stroyed by the Death of his Wife; for no sooner 
were the Transports of his Melancholy over, than he 
returned to his old Course of Life, and in order 
to efface effectually the Grief which still hung. over 
him, he removed out of Town to an adjacent Village, 
where he quickly contracted an intimate Acquain- 
tance with a young Woman, and thereby almost at 
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once put all Thoughts of Sorrow and Honesty quite 
out of his Head. This Creature was of a very dif- 
ferent Disposition from Marple s late Wife ; she had 
no regard for the Man, farther than that she was 
able to get Money out of him ; and provided she had 
wherewith to buy her fine Clothes and keep her 
in handsome Lodgings, she gave herself no Trouble 
how he came by it ; and this Carriage of hers in a 
short Time put him upon illegal Methods of ob- 
taining Money. Who were his first Companions 
in his Robberies, it is not in my Power to say ; 
it was generally looked upon, that one Rouden had 
seduced him ; but Marple declared this to be false, 
and perhaps the best Account that can be given is, 
that he was led to it by his own evil Inclinations, and 
his Necessities' in which they had brought him. 
However it was, nobody committed more Robberies 
for the Time he practised going upon the Road than 
he himself did, preying alike upon all sorts of People, 
and taking from the Poor what little they had, as 
well as plundering the Rich of what they could 
better spare. In Mary-le-bon-Fields, he and his 
Companion Cotton met with a poor Woman with a 
Basket on her Head, who gained her Livelihood 
by selling Joints of Meat to Gentlemen's "Families. 
The first thing they did was to search her Basket, in 
which there was a fine Leg of Mutton, which these 
Gentlemen thought fit to dress and eat next Day for 
Dinner. Then they commanded her to deliver her 
Money, which she declared was a thing out of her 
Power, because she had none about her ; upon which 
they took her Pocket and turned it out, where finding 
seven Shillings, Marple struck and abused the 
Woman for daring to tell him a Lie. Amongst the 
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Rest of the Acquaintance that Marple picked up, 
was a young Man who had a very rich Uncle, who 
was very willing to do anything for the real Good of 
his Nephew, but did not think it at all reasonable to 
waste his Fortune in the Supply of the young Man's 
Extravagancies. This Spark, with another, acquain- 
ted Marple how easy a thing it would be to rob the 
old Man of a considerable Sum of Money. They 
readily came into the Project, and accordingly it was 
put into Execution. Afarple and the Nephew actually 
committed the Robbery, and the other Man stood at 
the Door until they came out. The Booty they got 
was about thirty-six Guineas, which they divided 
into three Parts, and in a very short Time after, 
Marple was apprehended and committed to Newgate 
for the Fact. However, the old Man would not 
prosecute him, because he would not expose his Re- 
lation ; yet this was no Warning to Marple, who 
continued his old Trade, and committed thirty or 
forty Robberies in a very short Space. Drinking 
was a Vice he ever abhorred, and the chief Cause for 
which he addicted himself to this Life of Rapine, was 
his associating with all Sorts of lewd Women, 
amongst whom he became acquainted with the in- 
famous Elizabeth Lion, Mistress to Jack Shepherd, 
who grew quickly too impudent and abusive for 
Maples Conversation. When he fell under his Mis- 
fortune he declared, that she was the vilest and 
most abominable Wretch that ever lived. However, 
to the immodest, lascivious Carriage of this Woman, 
he owed the sudden Dislike he took to that sort of 
Cattle, which became so strong that he no longer 
frequented their Company, but married for a second 
Wife a young Woman of a very handsome Person, of 
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a good Character, and who as he said, was totally ig- 
norant of the Measures he took for getting Money. 

Timothy Cotton, the second of these Malefactors, 
was descended of mean yet honest Parents, who in 
his Infancy had not spared to give him a very good 
Education, and bred him to get an honest Livelihood 
as a Poulterer. In this Trade when he grew up he 
was for a Time very industrious, and got thereby 
sufficient to have maintained himself and his Family 
as well as he could reasonably expect ; but happening 
unluckily- to fall into the Acquaintance and Conversa- 
tion of lewd Women, they soon took up so much of 
his Thoughts, his Time and his Money, that he was 
obliged to think of easier Methods of getting it than 
those to which hitherto he had applied himself ; for it 
is a Truth deducible from uninterrupted Experience, 
that a whore is not to be maintained at the same 
easy Expense as a Wife. Cotton found this to his 
Cost, for he had not committed above five Robberies, 
of which three were with his Companion Marple, 
who had been his School-fellow, before he was ap- 
prehended. The first of their Exploits, I have 
already told you, was plundering the poor Basket- 
Woman ; their second was upon the Hampstead 
Road, where they stopped the Coach and robbed the 
Passengers, upon which three Gentlemen were ob- 
served coming by on Horse-back. When they came 
up, Maple presented his Pistol, and commanded 
them to ride off as hard as they could, but the Fear 
with which they were seized, made them so far mis- 
take his Words, as to apprehend he bid them deliver, 
and so they went very readily to work, putting their 
Hands into their Pockets to satisfy his Demands ; 
but Maple having no Guess of their Intention, and 
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perceiving them to stand still, repeated his Orders to 
them to ride off with greater Vehemence than before, 
which as soon as they apprehended his meaning they 
readily coinplied with, and rode off as fast as their 
Horses would carry them. A little While after this 
they robbed one Stotit, who was Servant to Captain 
Trevor, of his Hat, and two Pounds of Butter, his 
Buckles, five and six-pence in Money, and some 
other trivial Things. For this Fact they were both 
apprehended, and at the next Sessions at the Old- 
Bailey tried and convicted upon full Evidence. 

Under Sentence of Death Jkfarp/e appeared with 
less Concern than is usually seen in Persons under 
such unfortunate Circumstances ; he however con- 
fessed a Multitude of Offences with which he was 
not charged, and also that particular Crime for which 
he was convicted. He said, he had never any strong 
Inclinations to Drunkenness or Gaming, but addic- 
ting himself to the Company and Conversation of ill 
Women had been the sole Occasion of all his Mis- 
fortunes. He particularly regretted his want of 
Respect towards his Parents, and especially towards 
his Mother, who had given him the best of Advice, 
though he had- trifled with and abused it. He said 
he often injured those whom he robbed, but not so as 
to endanger their Lives, and therefore he hoped they 
would forgive him, and join their Prayers with his for 
his Forgiveness at the Hand of God. Cottoji was 
more tender and more Penitent, expressed great Sor- 
row for his numberless Offences, and besought Al- 
mighty God to accept of a sincere, though late 
Repentance. They both of them protested that 
their Wives had not anything to do with their Affairs, 
that they never advised them, nor were so much as 
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privy to the Offences they had committed, and then 
both of them suffered with much Penitence and 
Resignation on the 24th of March 1729, Marple 
being about thirty, and Cotfon near twenty-five Years 
of Age. 



The Life of John Upton, a Pirate, inchiding also 
the History of that Sort of People, particularly 
the Crew tender Captain Cooper, in the Night 
Rambler. 

|0 Laws in any civilized Nation are more 
severe than those against Piracy, nor are 
they less severely executed, and the Crimi- 
nals who suffer by them are usually the 
least pitied, or rather the most detested of all who 
come to die an ignominious Death by the Sentence 
of the Law. Of old they were styled Hostes htimani 
Generis, and the oldest Systems we have of particu- 
lar Institutions have treated them with a Rigour 
suitable to the Offence. With respect to those who 
fall into the. Hands of British Justice, it must be 
remarked that they usually plead their being forced 
into Pirates Service as an Excuse for what they 
have done ; and as it is well known that Numbers 
are really forced in such a Manner to become Ac- 
complices in Crimes they detest, so the Lenity of our 
Judicatures generally admit whatever Proofs are 
probable in such a Case ; but where the contrary 
appears, and the Acts of Piracy plainly arise from 
the wicked Dispositions of the Offenders, the Royal 
Mercy is less frequently extended to them than to 
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any other sort of Criminals whatever. As to the 
Prisoner of whom we are to speak, John Upton was 
born at Deptford, of very honest Parents, who gave 
him such an Education as suited their Station, and 
that in which they intended to breed him. When 
grown up a sturdy Youth, they put him out Appren- 
tice to a Waterman, with whom he served out his 
Time faithfully, and with a good Character. After- 
wards he went to Sea and served for twenty-eight 
Years together on board a Man-of-War, in the Post 
either of Boatswain or Quarter-master. Near to the 
Place of his Birth he married a Woman, took a 
House and lived with her during the Course of her 
Life ; but she dying while he was at Sea, and he 
finding at his Return, that his deceased Wife had 
run him greatly in Debt, Clamours coming from 
every Quarter, and several Writs being issued out 
against him ; he iquitted the Service in the Man-of- 
War, and went immediately in a Merchantman to 
Newfoundland. There by Agreement he was dis- 
charged from the Ship, and entered himself for 
eighteen Pounds per Anmim. into the Service of a 
Planter in that Country, in order to serve him in 
Fishing and Furring, the chief Trade of that Place ; 
for Newfoundland abounding with excellent Har- 
bours, there is no Country in the . World which 
affords so large and so plentiful a Fishery as this 
does ; however its Climate renders it less desirable, 
it being extremely hot in the Summer and as in- 
tensely cold in the Winter, when the wild Beasts 
roam about in great Numbers, and furnish thereby 
an Opportunity to the Inhabitants of gaining con- 
siderably by killing them, and selling their Furs. 
Upton having served his Year out was discharged 
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by his Master, and going to New England, in the 
month of ^uly, 1725, he there shipped himself on 
board the Perry Merchantman, bound for Barbadoes 
and Bristol, Capt. King, Commander. At Barbadoes 
the Ship was discharged and laden again, the Captain 
designing then to sail for England, whereupon Upton 
desired leave to go on board his Majesty's Ship the 
Lynn, Capt. Cooper, but Capt. King absolutely re- 
fused to discharge him in order thereto, so that on 
the ninth of November, 1725, he sailed in the afore- 
said Vessel for England. On the twelfth of the 
same Month at Dominico, they were attacked by a 
Pirate Sloop, called the Night Ratnbler, under the 
Command of one Cooper. The Pirate immediately 
ordered the Captain of the Perry Galley to come on 
board his Ship, which he and four of his Men did, 
and the Pirate immediately sent some of his Crew 
on board the Perry Galley, who effectually made 
themselves masters thereof, and, as Upton said, used 
him and the Rest of the Persons they found on board 
with great Inhumanity and Baseness, a thing very 
common amongst those Wretches. Upton also insis- 
ted that as to' himself, one of the Pirates Crew ran 
up to him as soon as they came on board, and with a 
Cutlass in his Hand, said, with an Oath, You Old 
Son of a Bitch, I know you, and you shall go along 
with us or I'll ctit out your Liver, and thereupon fell 
to beating him fore and aft the Deck with his Cut- 
lass. The same Evening he was carried on board 
the Pirate Sloop, where according to his Journal 
three of the Pirates attacked him ; one, with a Pistol 
levelled at his Forehead, demanded whether he would 
Sign their Articles ; another, with a Pistol at his 
right Ear, swore if he did not, they would blow out 
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his Brains ; while a Third held a Couple • of Forks 
at his Breast, and terrified him with .the continual 
Apprehensions of having them stabbed into him, 
whereupon he told them that he had four young 
Infants in England, to whom he thought it his Duty 
to return, and therefore begged to be excused as 
having a Reason to decline their Service, as well as 
a natural Dislike to their Proceedings. Then he 
said, he called his Captain to take notice, that he did 
not enter voluntarily amongst them, upon which the 
Pirate said, they found out a Way to satisfy them- 
selves by signing for him, and this he constantly 
averred was the Method of his being taken into the 
Crew of the Night Rambler, where he insisted he 
did nothing but as he was commanded, received no 
Share in the Plunder, but lived wholly on the Ship's 
Allowance, being treated in all respect as one whom 
Force, and not Choice had brought amongst them. 
But to return to the P^r;^ Galley, which the Pirates 
carried to the Island of Aruba, a Maroon or unin- 
habited Island, or rather Sand Bank, where they set 
the Crew ashore and left them for seventeen Days 
without any Provision, except that the Surgeon of the 
Pirate now and then brought them something in his 
Pocket by stealth. On the tenth of December, the 
Pirates saw a Sail, which proved to be a Dutch 
Sloop, and which they took ; and Upton and two 
others who had been forced as well as himself, were 
put on board of it, from whence, as he said, they 
made their Escape, and after Abundance of Mis- 
fortunes and many extraordinary Adventures, he got 
on board his Majesty's Ship the Nottingham, com- 
manded by Captain Charles Cotterel, where he served 
for two Years in the Quality of Qtiarter-master, and 
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was then taken up and charged with Piracy. Upon 
this he was indicted at an Admiralty Sessions, held 
in the Month of May, 1729, when the Evidence at 
his Trial appeared so strong that the Jury after a 
short Stay found him Guilty. But his Case having 
been very differently represented, I fancy my Readers 
will not be displeased if I gave them an exact Ac- 
count of the Proofs produced against him. The first 
Witness who was called on the Part of the Crown 
was Mr. Dimmock, who had been Chief Mate on 
board the Perry Galley, and he deposed in the 
following Terms : 

"On the Twelfth of November, 1725, we sailed 
from Barbadoes in the Perry Galley bound for Eng- 
land. On the fourteenth, about Noon, we were 
taken by the Night Rambler, Pirate Sloop, one 
Cooper Commander. Our Captain and four Men 
were ordered on board the Pirate Sloop, part of the 
Pirates Crew coming also on board the Perry, 
wherein they no sooner entered, but the Prisoner at 
the Bar said. Lads, are ye come ? I'm glad to see ye, 
I have been looking out for ye a great While ; where- 
upon the Pirates saluted him very particularly, calling 
him by his Name ; and the Prisoner was as busy as 
any of the Rest in plundering and stripping the Ship, 
on board of which he had served. The very next 
Day after he was made Boatswain of the Pirate. 
The same Day I was carried on board the Pirate 
Sloop, tied to the Geers, and received two hundred 
Lashes with a Cat-and-nine-tails, which the Prisoner 
Upton had made for that Purpose ; after which they 
pickled me, and the Prisoner Upton stabbed me in 
the Head near my Ear with a Knife, insomuch that 
I could not lay my Head upon a Pillow for fourteen 
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Days, but was forced to support it upon my Hand 
against the Table, and when some of the Pirates 
Crew asked me how I did, upon my answering that 
I was as bad as Man could be and live, the Prisoner 

Upton said, d n him, give him a second Reward. 

It was also further deposed by the same Gentleman, 
that at the Island of Aruba, the Prisoner was very 
busy in stripping the Perry Galley of the most useful 
and valuable Parts of her Rigging, carrying them on 
board the Pirate, and making Use of them there. 
He had also in his Custody several things of Value, 
and particularly wearing Apparel, belonging to one 
Mr. Furnelt, a Passenger belonging to the said 
Perry Galley, and when it was debated amongst the 
Pirates, and afterwards put to the Vote, whether the 
Crew of the said Galley should have their Vessel 
again, or no, fohn Upton was not only against them, 
but also proposed burning the said Vessel, and tying 
the Captain and Mate to one of the Masts in order 
to their being burnt too. Mr. Eaton, the Second 
Mate of the Ship, was the next Witness called ; he 
confirmed all that had been sworn by Mr. Dimmock, 
adding, " that the Day they were taken, the Pirates 
asked if he would consent to Sign their Articles, 
which he refused ; whereupon they put a Rope about 
his Neck, and hoisted him up to the Yard-Arm, so 
that he totally lost his Senses. When he recovered 
them, he found himself lying upon the Deck, some 
of the Pirates crew pricking him in the fleshy Parts 
of his Body, while others beat him with the Flat of 
their Swords. As soon as they perceived he was a 
little come to himself, they put the Question to him 
again, whether he would Sign their Articles ? He 
answered. No, a. second Time. One of the Crew 
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then snatched up a Pistol, and swore he would shoot 
him through the Head, but another of them said, 

No, d n him, that is too honourable a Death, he 

shall be hanged ; upon which they pulled him up by 
a Rope again, and treated him with many other 
indignities, and at last in the Captain's Cabin they 
pulled a Cap over his Eyes, and clapped a Pistol to 
his Head; then he expected, nothing but immediate 
Death. A Person almost jobbed his Eye out with 
the Muzzle of the Pistol ; but at last they let him 
go." He swore also that when the Pirates Articles 
were presented to him to Sign, he saw there the 
Name of yohn Upton, he being well acquainted with 
his Hand. Mr. Furnell, a Passenger in the Ship, 
was the third Evidence against the Prisoner. He 
deposed to the same Effect with the other Two, 
adding that yohn Upton was more cruel and bar- 
barous to them than any of the other Pirates, inso- 
much, that when they were marooned, and under the 

greatest Necessities for Food, Upton said, d n 

them, let them be starved, and was the most active of 
all the Rest in taking the Goods, and whatever he 
could lay his Hands on, out of the Perry Galley. 

The Prisoner in his Defence would fain have sug- 
gested, that what the Witnesses had sworn against 
him, was chiefly occasioned by a malicious Spleen 
they had against him. He asserted that he was 
forced by the Pirates to become one of their Number, 
and was so far from joining with them voluntarily, 
that he proposed to the Mate after they were taken, 
to regain the Ship, urging that there were but thirteen 
of the Pirates on board, and all of them drunk, and 
no less than nine of their own Men left there,' who 
were all sober ; that the Mate's Heart however failed 
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him, and instead of complying with his Motion, said 
this is a dangerous thing to speak of ; if it should come 
to the Pirates Ears we shall be all Mtirdered, and there- 
fore entreated the Prisoner not to speak of it any- 
more. The Mate denied every Syllable of this, and 
the Prisoner's Assertion did not "weigh at all with the 
Jury. After they had brought in their Verdict, Mr. 
Upton said, to those who swore against him, Lord I 
What have you three done ? 

Under Sentence of Death he behaved himself 
with much Courage, and yet with great Penitence. 
He denied Part of the Charge, viz. that, he was 
willingly one of the Pirates, but as to the other Facts 
he confessed them with little Alterations. He aver- 
red that the Course of his Life had been wicked and 
debauched, for which he expressed much Sorrow, 
and to the Day of his Death behaved himself with 
all outward Marks of true Repentance. At the 
Place of Execution, he was asked, whether he had 
not advised the Burning of the Perry Galley with 
Captain King, and the chief Mate on board. He 
averred that he did not in any Shape whatsoever, 
either propose or agree to an Act of such a Sort ; 
and then after some private Devotions he submitted 
to his Sentence, and was turned off on the 1 6th Day 
of May, 1729 being then about fifty Years of Age. 
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The Life of Jepthah Bigg, a Threatening 
Letter Writer. 

HAVE already taken Notice, in the Life of 
Bryan Smith, in the first Volume, of the 
Act of Parliament on which the proceedings 
against these Letter Writers are grounded, 
and one would be surprised that after more Examples 
than one of that kind, People should yet be found so 
foolish as well as wicked, as to carry on so desperate 
an Enterprise, in which there is scarcely any Proba- 
bility of meeting with Success. Yet this unfortunate 
Person of whom we are now to Speak, who was de- 
scended of mean Parents, but who were careful how- 
ever of giving him a good Education, fell upon this 
Project, put into his Head by being a little out 
of Business, and in one Moment cancelled all his 
former Honesty and Industry, and' hazarded his Life, 
which soon after became forfeited. His Friends had 
put him out Apprentice to a Gun- Stock-maker, with 
whom he served out his Time honestly and with a 
good Character. Afterwards he continued to work 
at his Business, with several Masters and tolerable 
Reputation, till about a Year before the Time of his 
Death, when having disobliged two or three Persons 
for whom he had wrought he fell out of work ; he had 
also been guilty of some Extravagances, which had 
brouo-ht him into narrow Circumstances. These it is 
to be supposed, put him upon the fatal Project of 
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writing a Letter to Mr. Nathaniel Newman, Senior, 
a Man of good fortune, threatening him, unless he 
sent the sum of eighty-five Guineas to such a Place, 
he would murder him and his Wife, with other bloody 
and barbarous Expressions. This not having its 
Effect, he wrote him a second Letter by the Penny 
Post, demanding one hundred Guineas, with grievous 
Threatenings in case they were not sent. This soon 
made a great Noise about Town, and put Mr. New- 
7nan upon all Methods possible for detecting the 
Author of these villanous Epistles; and as everybody 
almost looked upon it as a common case, to which 
any Gentleman who is supposed to be rich might be 
liable, such indefatigable Pains were taken, that in a 
short Time the whole Mystery of Iniquity was dis- 
covered, and Bigg apprehended. At the next Ses- 
sions at the Old Bailey, he was indicted capitally for 
this Offence, and after the Counsel for the Prosecutor 
had fully opened the heinous Nature of the Crime. 
Peter Salter was the first Witness called, to prove it 
upon the Prisoner. He deposed that JepthahBigg 
came to him where he was at Work in the Minories, 
and desired him to go with him, having something to 
say to him of Consequence, whereupon the Witness 
would have gone to the Sign of the Ship, which he 
used, but the Prisoner would needs go to the Scive in 
the Little Minories. There he communicated to him 
his design, and then prevailed on Salter to go to the 
Shoulder of Mutton, Ale House, at Billingsgate, 
where Bigg directed him to call for Drink, and to 
wait till a Porter came to him with a Parcel directed 
for John Harrison, when if he suspected anything, 
he should come to the Prisoner at the Kings Head 
Ale House, on Fish-street Hill. This the Evidence 
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performed punctually, whereupon " Bigg sent him a 
second Time to the Black Boy, in Goodmans Fields, 
where a second Parcel was left, though of no Value. 
Then Bigg would have had the Evidence {Salter) 
concerned in a third letter to the same Purpose, but 
Salter declined it, and dissuaded him as much as lay 
in his Power, from continuing to venture on such 
hazardous things ; upon which the Prisoner replied, 
yoii, need not fear, nothing can hurt you, my Life is zn 
your Hands, but if ever you discover the matter you 
shall share the same Fate, fohn Long, servant to Mr. 
Newman, deposed that he delivered two Penny Post 
Letters to his Master, one on the twentieth, and the 
other on the twenty-seventh of March. Other 
Witnesses swore as to the sending of the Parcels, and 
the Jury on the whole seeing the Fact to be well 
proved against the Prisoner, found him guilty. 

Under Sentence of Death the poor Man behaved 
himself like one stupid. At first he pretended that he 
did not know the Offence he had committed was 
Capital, and jfterwards exclaimed against the hard- 
ness of that Law which made it so ; but some little 
pains being taken with him on those Points, he was 
soon brought over to acknowledge the Justice of his 
Sentence, and the reasonableness of that Statute 
which enacted it into a capital Offence. As the Day 
of his Death drew nigh, he was still more and more 
drowned in Stupidity, and lost to all the Thought or 
Concern for this World or that to come, at least as to 
outward Appearance. Some said he was a Roman 
Catholic; but while the poor Wretch retained his 
Senses, he said nothing that could give any Ground 
for a Suspicion of that sort. He heard the Dis- 
courses which the Ordinary made to him with as 
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much patience as the Rest did, and when he visited 
him in his Cell, did not express any Uneasiness 
thereat ; indeed in the Passage to Execution, there 
were two Fellows in the Cart, who would fain have 
had the Minister desist from his Duty, urging the 
reason that the Criminal was in Communion With 
another Church. The Man himself seemed to be 
stupid and speechless all the Way ; yet when he was 
turned off, the Reverend Ordinary tells us, he went 
off the Stage, crying out aloud, O Lord ! &c. This 
seems to me a very indecent Way of concluding a 
Dying Speech, but as it is that which is generally 
used, I shall not stay to bestow any further Reflections 
upon it. He died on the 19th oi May, 1729, being 
about twenty-five Years of Age. 

The Life of Thomas J. Grundy, a Housebreaker. 

■ 

|HEN we meet with Accounts of Persons 
doubly remarkable for the Multitude of 
their Offences, and the Tenderness of their 
Age, it is difficult for us to determine 
whether we should pity or detest most a being so 
preternaturally abandoned to Wickedness as to trans- 
cend the usual Course, and make itself remarkable in 
Sin before grown to years of- Manhood. This was 
exactly the Case with the unfortunate Criminal whom 
we are now about to mention. He was the son of 
Parents in the lowest Circumstances who gave him a 
tolerable Education, which he, instead of improving, 
forgot as fast as it was possible, and seemed solicitous 
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about nothing but out-doing in Villany all his Con- 
temporaries of the same unhappy Cast. During his 
junior Years, he addicted himself continually to pick- 
ing and stealing whatever he could lay his Hands on, 
and although his Father had been exceedingly care- 
ful in causing him to be taught his own Trade, that of 
a Weaver, yet he seldom or never worked at it, but 
went on at this Rate from one Crime to another, until 
he at last arrived at those which brought him to his 
ignominious End, and thereby rendered him a Sub- 
ject for our Memoirs. At twelve Years old, he took 
up the Trade of House-breaking, to which he applied 
himself very closely. Hampstead, Highgate, Hack- 
ney, and other Villages round the Town, were the 
Places which he generally made Choice of to play 
his Tricks in ; and as people are much more in- , 
genious in Wickedness than ever they are in the 
Pursuit of honest Employment, so by Degrees he 
became, even while a Boy, the most dexterous 
House-breaker of his Time ; that insomuch, as is 
usual amongst those unhappy People, fhe Gang com- 
mended him so that he, believing himself some great 
Person, went on with an Air of Confidence, in 
the Commission of a Multitude of Burglaries, in 
and about the Streets of this Metropolis. Young as 
he was at that Time, he plunged himself, as it were, 
with Industry, into all Manner of Lusts, Wickedness, 
and illegal Pleasures, which as it wasted all he ac- 
quired by the Thefts he committed, so it injured his 
Health, and damaged his Understanding to such a 
Degree, that when he came to die, he could scarce be 
looked on as a rational Creature. The Offence which 
proved fatal to him, was the Breaking into the House 
of Mr. Sarmiel Smith, in the Night time, on the 31st 
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of May 1729, with Intent to steal. At his Trial the 
Prosecutor swore, that between the Hours of eleven 
and one of the Clock at Night laid in the Indictment 
he was called up by his Neighbours, and found that 
his Window was broken open ; whereupon searching 
about very narrowly, he at last found the Prisoner up 
the Chimney, and standing on the Pole, whereon the 
Pothooks hung. The Prisoner in his Defence, told 
the Court, that meeting with a Person, who said he 
lodged in the Prosecutor's House, and it being late, 
he accepted the Man's Proposition to lie with him ; 
thereupon his new acquaintance carried him to Mr. 
Smith's, let him in, and then ran away, so that he 
never saw nor heard of him since. This Relation 
being every way improbable and ridiculous, the Jury 
readily found him guilty of the Fact, and he with the 
Rest, on the last Day of Sessions, received Sentence 
of Death accordingly. While he lay in the Cell, his 
Behaviour was as stupid in all outward Appearance 
as ever had appeared in any who came to that miser- 
able Place. However, he persuaded his Companions, 
of whom we shall speak hereafter, to attempt break- 
ing out, and to encourage them, told them there was 
no brick or free-stone Wall in the World could keep 
him in, if he had but a few Tools proper for loosen- 
ing the Stones. These were quickly procured, and 
Grundy put his Companions into so proper a Method 
of Working, that if a Discovery had not been made on 
the Sunday Morning, they, in a very few Hours' Space, 
would have broken their Way into Phenix Court, and 
so undoubtedly have got off. , But as soon as the 
Keepers came to the Knowledge of their Design, 
they removed the three Persons concerned in it into 
the Old Condemned Hold, and their stapled them 



Thomas J. Grundy, a Housebreaker. 245 

down to the Ground. Then this Lad began to re- 
lent ; he wept bitterly, and said it was not so much 
for the Fear of Death, as the Apprehension of his 
Soul's being thrown into the Pit of Destruction and 
eternal Misery. However, by Degrees, he recovered 
a little Spirit, confessed all the Enormities of his 
past Life, and begged Pardon of God, and of the 
Persons whom he had injured. With much sorrow, 
and grievous Agonies, he expired at Tyburn, on the 
22nd of August, 1729 being about eighteen Years 
old. 
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The Life of Joseph Kemp, a Hoiisebreaker. 

fN the Course of these Memoirs I have ob- 
served to our Readers, that loose Women 
are generally the cause of those Misfor- 
tunes which bring Men, first into the Com- 
mission of felonious Crimes, and, as a just Conse- 
quence thereof, to an ignominious Death. It may 
yet seem strange, how, after so many Instances, there 
are still People to be found, so weak, as, for the sake 
of the Caresses of these Strumpets, to lavish away 
their Lives, at the same Time that they are putting 
their Souls into the greatest Hazard. If I may be 
allowed to offer a Conjecture in this Case, I ac- 
count for it thus : That in the present Age, the De- 
pravity of Men's Morals being greater than ever, 
they addict themselves so entirely to their Lust and 
sensual Pleasures, that having no Relish left for more 
innocent Entertainments, they think no Price too great 
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to purchase those lewd Enjoyments, to which, by a 
continued Series of such Actions, they have habit- ' 
uated themselves beyond their own Power to retire. 
This unfortunate Person, foseph Kemp, was Son of 
People in mean Circumstances, in Holborn, who yet 
procured him a good Education in a public Charity 
School. When of an Age to be put out to Employ- 
ment, his Friends made him apply himself to the 
Heads of the Parish, who put him out to a Glazier, 
with whom he served out his Time with the Character 
of a very honest young Man. By that Time his 
Parents had thriven through their own Industry, 
pretty well in the World, and so on his setting-up a 
Shop, they gave him sixty Pounds to begin with, but 
unfortunately for him, he had now seen a Woman of 
the Town, on whom he had irretrievably fixed his 
Affections, and was absolutely resolved on living with 
her, though ever so great Ruin should prove the 
Consequence of the Purchase. In Pursuance of this 
unfortunate Resolution, no sooner had he received 
the aforesaid Sum, but Proposals of Marriage were 
immediately offered to the Object of his Affections, 
notwithstanding that he well knew she at that Time 
conversed with two Men, styling each of .them her 
Husband. However, as Kemp was the most likely 
to maintain her in Idleness and Plenty she, without 
much Trouble, suffered herself to be prevailed on, to 
let him, by legal Matrimony, increase the Number of 
her Husbands. This, as it was but probable, was 
speedily followed by his breaking in his Business, 
which though it was a great Misfortune, and a new 
evil to poor Kemp, only reduced the Lady to her 
former Manner of Living, which was by thieving 
whatever she could come at. A little while after, she 
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was ruined even in this Business ; for being detected 
she was committed to Newgate, and in great Danger 
of lying there for Life. Poor Kemp was still as fond 
of her as ever ; he carried her all the Money he could 
get, and lamenting to her, that it was not in his 
Power to raise more, she immediately flew into a 
Passion, stormed, and swore at him, bid him go and 
break Houses, rob People in the Streets, or do any- 
thing which would get Money, for that Money she 
wanted, and Money she would have. He foolishly 
complied with her Request, and having provided 
himself with necessary Implements for House-break- 
ing, he soon put her in Possession of a large Quantity 
of Plate, which being converted into Money, easily 
procured her her Liberty, the Consequence of which 
was, that she lavished whatever he brought her upon 
other Men. Yet even her Perfidy could not cure 
him ; he was still as much her .Slave as ever, and 
failed not to venture Body and Soul to procure what- 
ever might give her Pleasure. In this unhappy 
' State, a considerable Space of Time was spent, until, 
for some other thievish Exploitof her own, A'iJOT^'^ Wife 
was apprehended, convicted and transported, which 
one would have thought might have put an End to 
his Crimes of the same Sort ; but it seems, he was 
plunged too far in the Mire of Rapine and Debau- 
chery, ever to struggle out. No sooner therefore 
was she safely on Board the Transport Vessel, but 
he found out a new Mistress to supply her Place, as 
though he were industrious in destroying his fortune, 
and careful about nothing but arriving as soon as 
possible at the Gallows. By this Time he made his 
second Marriage, which in itself was illegal while the 
first Wife was living. His Credit was totally ex- 
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hausted, his Character quite ruined, and no Manner 
of Subsistence left but what was purchased at the 
Hazard of his Soul and the Price of his Life. As 
House breaking had now become his sole Busi- 
ness, so he pursued it with great Eagerness, and for 
a while with as great Success ; but it was not long 
before he was apprehended, and committed close 
'Prisoner to Newgate, for a Multitude of Charges of 
this Kind against him. At the following Sessions at 
the Old Bailey, he was indicted for burglariously 
breaking-open the House of Sarah Pickard, and 
feloniously taking from thence thirty-six gold Rings 
and stone Rings, three silver Watches, several Pieces 
of silver Plate, and divers other Goods of consider- 
able Value. The Prosecutrix, Mrs. Pickard, deposed, 
That her House was fast shut between ten and 
eleven o'Clock at Night, and was found broken open 
at five o'clock the next Morning ; and that one Kemp, 
a Person related to the Prisoner, found a short strong 
Knife left in the Yard, together with an Augur, 
which he knew to belong to the Prisoner. In Con- 
firmation of this, Mr. Kemp deposed, that the Pri- 
soner had shewed him the Knife, foanna Kemp, 
and Jonathan Auskins, deposed likewise to the same 
Thing ; and Samziel Gerrard the Constable swore. 
That when with the two preceding Witnesses, he 
went to search the House of the aforesaid Prisoner, 
and found therein several things belonging to Mrs. 
Pickard, the Prisoner then confessed, that he com- 
mitted the Burglary alone, and not by the Persuasion 
or with the Assistance of any other Person whatso- 
ever. The Prisoner said little in his own Defence, 
and the Jury thereupon, without Hesitation, found 
him Guilty, as they did also upon two other Indict- 
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merits, the one for breaking the House of yames 
Wood, and the other for breaking the House of Mrs. 
Mary Paget, and steahng thence Plate to a consider- 
able Value. These Facts were clearly proved by 
"jfohn Knap, who had been an Accomplice, and who 
turned Evidence to save himself. His last Wife was 
indicted and tried with him, but acquitted. 

Under Sentence of Death, he was seized with a 
Disease which held him the greater Part of the Time 
permitted by Law for him to repent, and by Reason 
of that Distemper, he was so deaf, that he was 
scarce capable of Instruction. However, he appeared 
to be fully sensible of the great Danger he was in, of 
suffering much more from the just Anger of God, 
than from that Sentence of the Law which his 
Crimes had drawn upon him. He bewailed with 
much Passion and Concern the wicked Course of Life 
which for many Years past he had led ; and mourned 
with unfeigned Penitence his forgetfulness of the 
Duties he owed towards God and to his Neighbours. 
As the Hour of Death approached, he resumed 
somewhat of Courage, and at the Place of Execution, 
died with all outward Marks of a repenting Sinner. 
There his Wife came up into the Cart, and took her 
last Adieu of him, in the most tender Manner that 
can be imagined. He died on the 22iid of August, 
1729, being then in the twenty-fourth Year of his 
Age. He left behind him the following Paper, which 
seems to have been what he intended to have said to 
the People, at the Time of his Death, and therefore 
we, according to Custom, thought it not proper to be 
omitted in this Account. 
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The Paper. 
Good People, 

My Father and Mother brought me zip tenderly and 
honestly, and always gave me good Advice whilst I was 
under their Care. They ptit me Apprentice to a 
Glazier. My Master not being so careful of me as he 
ought to have been, I took to ill Courses, and married as 
soon as my Time lujs expired, a Woman who brought 
me to this tmtimely End, for she could not live itpott 
what f got at my Trade, and out of my over Fondness 
to her, I did whatever she required, or requested of me. 
At length she was taken zip for some Fact, and Trans- 
ported. Then I married a Second Wife, and she was 
as good, as the other was bad. She would do anything 
to help to support me, that I might not commit any 
Wickedness ; but I could not take her Advice, but still 
ran on in my wicked Course of Life, till T was over- 
taken in my folly ; for if we think ourselves safe in 
the committing of Sin, God will certainly find such out 
because he is just, and will punish accordingly. This 
my miserable End, L would have all take Warning by, 
and that they follow not the Devices of the World, the 
Snares whereof are apt to lead Men into evil Courses, 
tmless they endeavour to shun them, and seek the Grace 
of God to assist them, for that Effort. / offer my 
Prayers to God, for the Good of all Men, and ask 
Pardon of God, for my evil Doings, and Forgiveness 
of God to those who have sworn away my Life. I beg 
that no one pass Reflections iipon my Wife ; for L de- 
clare, whatever Wrongs she m,ay have committed was 
throttgh my Persuasion, she was of herself inclinable 
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to Good. I woidd lastly request, that the Follies and 
Vices which have brought me to this untimely End, 
may not by any Means be a Catise to afflict my' 
Parents. I would have all to consider, whenever they 
are persuaded to any Manner of Ways tending to their 
Ruin, they would likewise remember to call upon God 
to help and assist them, in shunning sttch and all other 
wicked Courses. Good People, pray for me, that God 
m,ay receive me through his Mercies, which I trtist He 
•will. 

Joseph Kemp. 

Newgate, August the 22nd, 1729. 

The Life of Benjamin Wileman, a Highwayman. 

M ON GST the many other ill Consequences 
of a debauched Life and wicked Conversa- 
tion, it may be reckoned perhaps no small 
one, that they render Men liable to Suspi- 
cions, Imprisonments, and even capital Punishments, 
when at the same Time they may be innocent of the 
particular Fact with which they are charged ; nor in 
such a Case, is the Conviction of an innocent Person 
so great a Reflection on any, as on themselves, who 
have rendered such an Accusation probable. Benja- 
min Wileman, of whom we are now to speak, was 
the Son of honest Parents, in the City of Dublin. 
They gave him a good Education, and when he was 
fit to go out Apprentice, his Father bred him to his 
own Trade, which was that of a Tailor ; but he grew 
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weary of that Business, and enlisted himself as a 
Soldier, and in that State of Life passed twelve 
Years, a sufficient Space of Time to acquire those 
numerous Vices which are so ordinary amongst those 
who betake themselves to a military Employment. 
Then he came over into England, and lived here, as 
he himself said, by working at his own Trade, 
though certain it is, that he led a most debauched 
and dissolute Life, associating himself with those of 
his Countrymen who of all others were the most 
abandoned in Character, and in fine, in all the Ac- 
tions of his Life, seemed to proceed without any 
other Design than that of gratifying his vicious In- 
clinations. In the Midst of this terrible Course of 
Folly and Wickedness, he was apprehended as a 
Highwayman, committed to Newgate and at the en- 
suing Sessions, capitally indicted for two Robberies, 
the one committed on William Hucks, Esq, and the 
other on William Bridges, Esq. On the first Indict- 
ment it was deposed by the Prosecutor, that he be- 
lieved Wileman to be the Person who attacked him. 
John Doyle, who owned himself to have been an Ac- 
complice in the Robbery, swore that Wileman and 
he committed it together, and that he "^2^.6. Wileman 
five Guineas and a half for his Share of the Gold 
Watch, and other Things, which were taken from the 
Gentleman. As to the second Fact, Mr. Bridges 
gave evidence, that he was robbed on the Highway, 
and lost a Sword, a Hat, a Pocket-book, and a Bank 
Note of twenty Pounds. Doyle gave Evidence in 
this, as in the former Case, declaring, that Wileman 
and he committed the Fact together. Then Elizabeth 
Jones being produced, swore, that the same day, she 
met Doyle and Wileman, booted and spurred, and 
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very dirty, in Bedford Row, and that they shewed 
her the Bank Note, which when shewn to her, she 
deposed to be the same. Arabella Manning de- 
posed, that on the Night of the Day the Robbery 
was committed, the Prisoners, Wileman and Doyle, 
gave her a Dram at a Ginshop in Driiry Lane, and 
that there, one of them let fall a Paper, and taking it 
up again, said, that the loss of it would have been the 
loss of twenty Pounds. The Prisoner objected to 
the Characters of Doyle, yones, and Manning, 
and called some Persons to speak to his own ; but 
the Jury thinking the Fact sufficiently proved, found 
him guilty on both Indictments. Under Sentence of 
Death, his Behaviour was very regular, professing a 
deep Sorrow and Repentance for the loose Life he 
had led, but at the same Time peremptorily denying 
that he had any Hand in, or knew anything of either 
of those Facts which had been sworn against him, 
and for which he was to die. Notwithstanding the 
most earnest Intreaties were made use of to induce 
him to a plain and sincere Confession, yet he con- 
tinued always to assert his Innocence as to Thieving, 
letting fall sharp and invidious Expressions against 
the Evidence Doyle, whom he charged with swearing 
against him to preserve another guilty Person from 
Punishment, whom Wileman intended to prosecute, 
and had it in his Power to convict. The Effects of 
his former good Education, were serviceable to him 
in this his great and last Misfortune ; for he seemed 
to have very just Notions of those Duties which 
were incumbent upon him in his miserable State. 
Therefore especially towards the latter Part of his 
Time, he appeared grave at Chapel, and prayed 
fervently in his Cell, until the Boy, James Grundy, 
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whom .we have mentioned before, put it in his Head 
to make his Escape ; for the attempting of which, 
they were all carried (as we have said before) into the 
old condemned Hold, and there stapled down to 

■ the Ground. 

It may be remarked that there is no courage so 
reasonable as that which is founded on Christian 
Principles, and Wilemaus Conduct under his Mis- 
fortunes, fully verifies this observation in its strong- 
est Sense. He retained just Notions of Religion, 
which enabled him to support his Affliction after a 
very different Manner, from that of his two com- 
panions, or has it had done himself before. From a 
just Contemplation of the Mercy of God^ and the 
Merits of his Saviour, he had brought himself to a 
right Idea of the Importance of his Soul, and thereby 
took himself off from the superfluous Consideration of 
this World, and stifled those uneasy Sensations with 
which Men are naturally startled at the approach of 
Death. Yet he did not in all this Time, alter a Jot 
in his Confession, but asserted calmly that he was in- 
nocent, and that Doyle had perjured himself, in order 
to take away his Life. At the Place of Execution, 
his Wife came to him, embraced him with great 
Tenderness, and all he said there in Relation to the 
World was that he hoped nobody would reflect upon 
her for the Misfortune which had befallen him; and 
then with great piety and Resignation, in the Midst 
of fervent Ejaculations, he yielded up his last Breath 
at Tyburn, at the same Time with the Malefactor 
before mentioned, being at the Time of his Decease, 
about forty-three Years of Age. 
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The Life ^ James Cluff, a Mii,rderer, in which is 
contained a concise Accoi(,nt of the Nattire of Appeals. 

\0 curb our vicious Inclinations, and to re- 
strain those Passions from the sudden Tran- 
sports by which cruel and irreparable Mis- 
chiefs are done, is without doubt the best 
End of all instruction, and for my part, I cannot 
help thinking that this Bpok may contribute as much 
to this Purpose as any other that has been published 
for a long Time. That Vices are foul in their Nature 
is certainly true, and that they are fatal in their 
Consequences, those who without Consideration pur- 
sue them feel. There are few who will take Time 
to convince themselves of the first, but no man can 
be so blind as to mistake the latter, after the Perusal 
of these Memoirs, in which I have been particularly 
careful to describe the several Roads by which ourT 
Lusts lead us to Destruction, and have fixed up 
Tyburn as a Beacon to warn many Men from indulg- 
ing themselves in sensual Pleasures. This unfortu- 
nate Person of whom we are now going to give the 
Public an Account, was the Son of honest People, 
who kept a Public-house in Claremarket. They 
were careful in 'sending him to School, and having 
him taught to read ' and write, &c. sufficiently to 
qualify him for Business. He was then put Appren- 
tice to the Swan-Tavern near the Tower, where he 
served his Time carefully and with a good Character. 
His Parents did not omit instructing him in the 
Grounds of the Christian Religion, in which, having 
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a tolerable Understanding, he attained a just Know- 
ledge and preserved a tolerable Remembrance unto 
the Time of his unhappy Death. After he was out 
of his Time, he served as a Di'awer at several Pub- 
lic-houses, behaving himself civilly and honestly with- 
out any Reflections either on his Temper or his 
Honesty, until he came to Mr. Paynes, who kepit the 
Green Lettice, a Public-house in High Holborn, where 
the Accident fell out which cost him his Life. 

It seems there lived a Fellow Servant, one Mary 
Green, whom some suggested he had an Affection 
for, but whether this was so or not, did not clearly 
appear ; on the contrary, it was proved that they 
had many J anglings and Quarrels together, in which 
Cluff had sometimes struck her. However, on the 
nth of April, 1 729, Mary Green being at Dinner in 
a Box by herself, Cluff came in and went into the 
Box to her, where he had not continued above four 
or five Minutes, before he called to his Mistress who 
was walking up and down. Madam, pray come here. 
By this Time the Maid was dead of a Wound in her 
Thigh, which pierced the Femoral Artery. There 
was a Noise heard before the Man himself came 
out ; and the Wench was dead before her Mistress 
came in. However Chef -was immediately appre- 
hended, and at the ensuing Sessions at the Old 
Bailey, he was indicted for the Murder of Mary 
Green, by giving her a mortal Wound in the Right 
Thigh of the Breadth of one Inch, and of the Depth 
of five Inches, of which she instantly died. He was 
a second Time indicted upon the Coroner's Inquest ' 
for the said Offence, and also a third Time upon the 
Statute of Stabbing. However the Evidence not 
being clear enough to satisfy the Jury, he on his 



James Cluff, a Murderer. 257 

Trial was acquitted of them all. But this not at 
all satisfying the Relations of the deceased Mary 
Green, her Brother William Green brought an Ap- 
peal against him, which being a kind of Proceeding 
which has occasioned several popular Errors to arise 
it may not be improper to say something concerning 
it, for the better Information of our Readers. 

Appeals are of two Sorts, viz., such as are brought 
by an innocent Person, and such as are brought by an 
Offender confessing himself guilty, who is commonly 
called an Approver. An innocent Person's Appeal 
is the Party's private Action prosecuting also for the 
Crown, in respect of the Offence against the Public ; 
and such a Prosecution may be either by Writ or by 
Bill. As to the Writ of Appeals it is an Original 
issuing out of Chancery, and remarkable in the Court 
of Kings Bench only. Bills of Appeal are more 
common, and contain in them the Nature both of a 
Writ and Declaration, and they may be received by 
Commissioners of Goal Delivery or Justice of Assize. 
Those which are in use at present in Capital Cases 
are four, viz.. Appeals of Death, of Larceny, of Rape, 
and of Arson. Ihe first are the most common, and 
that of which we are here particularly to speak. It 
is to be brought by the Wife or Heir of the Per- 
son deceased, unless they be guilty of the Murder, 
and then the Heir may have an Appeal against the 
Wife, or if he be accused, the next Heir may have it 
against him. The Appellant must be Heir-General 
to the deceased, and his Heir Male; for by Magna 
Charta, a Woman cannot have an Appeal of Death 
for any but her Husband ; and in the Appeal also it 
must be set forth how the Appellant is Heir unto the 
deceased. As to the Time in which an Appeal may 
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be brought, it is by the Statute of Gloucester re- 
strained within a Year and a Day from the Time of 
the Deed done. There is great Nicety in all the pro- 
ceedings on Appeals of Death, and everything must 
be set forth with the greatest Exactness imaginable. 
The Appellee hath also the Liberty of Pleading as 
many Pleas, or to speak more properly, to take Issue 
on as many Points as he thinks fit. He is tried by a 
Jury, and on his being found guilty, the Appellant 
hath an Order for his Execution settled by the Court, 
but where the Appellee is acquitted, the Appellent 
is chargeable with Damages on such a Prosecution, 
provided there appears to have been no just Cause 
for the Commencement thereof. But to return to 
the Case of Cluff, which led ias unto this Discourse. 
The Evidence at his Trial upon the Appeal was 
as to its Substance, thus : Mrs. Diana Payne, at the 
Green Lettice in Holborn, deposed that the Prisoner 
fames Cluff, and the deceased Mary Green, were 
both of them her Servants ; that about a Quarter of 
an Hour before Mary Green died, she saw the Pri- 
soner carry out a Pot of Drink, and that while she 
was walking in the Tap House with her Child in her 
Arms, she saw Mary Green go down into the Cellar 
and bring up two Pints of Drink, one for a Customer 
and another for herself, which she carried into a Box 
where she was at Dinner. That about four or five 
Minutes before the Accident happened, Cluff came 
in, and went to the Box to the deceased, and in about 
four Minutes, cried out, Madam, pray come hither ; 
that the Witness thereupon went to the Door of the 
Box, and saw the deceased sitting on the Floor, and 
the Prisoner held her up by her Shoulders, while the 
Blood ran from her in a Stream. That on seeing 
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this, she said to the Prisoner, yames, ^kat have you 
done ? To which he answered, nothing, Madam ; 
whereupon this Evidence enquired, whether he had 
seen her do anything to herself, he repHed, No ; the 
Deceased at that Time neither speaking nor stirring, 
but looking as if she were dead. However, the 
Prisoner at that Time said, he saw her have a Knife 
in her Hand in the Cellar, and the Witness being 
prodigiously affrighted called her Husband and ran 
for an Apothecary. Mr. J'ohn Payne, Husband to 
the first Witness, deposed to the same Purpose with 
his Wife ; adding, that no struggling was heard when 
the Blows were given, and that she had no Knife in 
her Hand when she came out of the Cellar; that in 
the Morning between Nine and Ten o'clock, a young 
Man came in, who as he was informed had been 
formerly a Sweetheart of the deceased ; that this Per- 
son drank a Pint of Drink and smoked a Pipe, the 
Deceased sitting by him some little Time, during 
which, as he believed, the Stranger kissed her, at 
which as they stood before the Bar, he observed the 
Prisoner's Countenance alter, as if he were out of 
Humour at something, although he could not say 
that he had ever heard of any Courtship between 
them. He added that when the Prisoner went into 
the Box where the Deceased was at Dinner, he took 
Notice of his throwing the Door after him with un- 
usual Violence. Mr. Saunders, who happened that 
Day to dine at Mr. Paynes House, confirmed all the 
former Evidence, deposing moreover, that when Mr. 
Payne gave the Prisoner some harsh Language, the 
Prisoner replied. Sir, I am as Innocent as the Child 
is at my Mistress's Breast ; that the Prisoner also 
pretended the Deceased took a Knife in her Hand 
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when she went into the Cellar, upon which this Evi- 
dence and Mr. Payne went down, and found not a 
Drop of Blood all the Way. Mr. Sauttders also de- 
posed, that the Prisoner was out of the Way when 
the Deceased went to draw Drink, and that they saw 
no Knife in her Hand. Mr. Cox, the Surgeon, de- 
posed, that he saw the Deceased lying upon her 
Back, and a vast Stream of Blood had issued from 
her ; that upon the Table among other Knives he 
found one amongst them which was a little bloody 
and answered exactly to the Cut, it going through 
her Apron, a Stuff Petticoat and a strong coarse 
Shift. The Wound was in her Thigh, going ob- 
liquely upwards, and therefore as he thought, could 
not be given by the Deceased herself. The Knife 
too was, he said, laid farther than the Deceased could 
have carried it after the Receipt of the Wound, which 
being in the femoral Artery must be mortal in a 
Minute, or a Minute and half at most. He observed 
also that under her Chin and about her left Ear, 
there seemed to have been some Violence used, so as 
to have caused a Stagnation of the Blood. This 
Deposition was confirmed by another Surgeon and 
Apothecary, and also in most of its material Circum- 
stances by a Surgeon who looked at her on behalf of 
the Prisoner. Chiff asked very few Questions, and 
Mr. Baldwin being called for the Appellent, swore 
that at Nine o'Clock in the Morning he was at Mr. 
Paynes, and saw the Prisoner and the Deceased 
quarrelling ; that he looked malicious, and was an ill- 
natured Fellow. Here the Council of the Appeal 
rested their Proof, and the Prisoner made no other 
Defence than absolutely denying the Fact. After 
his Counsel had said what they thought proper on 
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the Nature and Circumstances that had been sworn 
against him, the jury withdrew, and after a short Stay 
brought in the Prisoner guilty. During the Space 
he w^ confined between their Verdict and his Death 
he bended with a Calmness rarely to be met with. 
He atten3edS;o the public Devotions of the Chapel 
gravely and dCTOiutly, behaved quietly and patiently 
in his Cell, never expressed either Fear or Uneasiness 
at his approaching! Death, nor did he ever let fall a 
warm Expression against his Prosecutors, but on the 
\^ntrary always spoke well of them, and prayed 
hekFtilyfor thgafi When pressed by the Ministers 
who attendednim, not to pass into the other World 
with a Lie in his Mouth, but to declare sincerely and 
candidly how Mary Green came by her Death, he 
at first looked a little confused, but at last seeming to 
recollect himself, he said, / know it is my Duty to 
give Glory unto God, and to take Shame unto myself 
for those Sins I have committed in m^y Passage through 
this Life. I therefore readily acknowledge that my 
Offences have been black in their Nature, and m.any in 
Nttmber ; but for the particular Crime for which I 
am to suffer Death as the Punishment of it, T know no 
more of it than the Child that is tmborn, nor am, I 
able to say in what m,anner she- came by her Death. 
And in this he continued to persist unto the Time of 
his Death, when he appeared to be easy under his 
Sufferings, and did not change Countenance when he 
was told the Day was fixed for his Execution, as it is 
ordinarily observed the other Malefactors do. 

As he passed through Holborn to the Place of 
Execution, he desired the Cart might stop at his 
Master's House, which accordingly it did. Cluff 
thereupon called for a Pint of Wine, and desired to 
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speak with Mr. Payne. Accordingly he came out, and 
then he addressed himself to him in these Words : 
Sir, you are not insensible that I am going to stiffer an 
ignominious Death, for what I declare I am. not guilty 
of As I am, to appear before my Great fudge in a 
few Moments to answer for all my past Sins, T hope 
my good Mistress will Pray for rjty poor Soid ; I pray 
God bless you and all your Family. Then he spoke 
to somebody to bid the Carman go on. It was re- 
markable that he spoke this with great Composure 
and seeming Cheerfulness. At the Place of Execu- 
tion he did not lose anything of that Cheerful Sedate- 
ness which he had preserved under the Course of his 
Misfortunes, but made the Responses regularly to the 
Prayers, and standing up in the Cart addressed him- 
self in these Words to the Multitude : Good People, 
I die for a Fact I did not comm,it ; I have 7iever ceased 
to pray for m,y ProsectUors most heartily, ever since I 
have been Jtnder Sentence. I wish all Men well. My 
Sins have been great, but I hope for God's Mercy, 
throicgh the Merits of fesus Christ. Then a Psalm 
was Sung at his own Request. Afterwards over- 
hearing somebody say, that his Mistress was in a 
Coach hard by, he could not be satisfied till somebody 
went to search, and 'coming back assured him she 
was not there. As the Cart was going away he 
spoke again to the People, saying,/ beg of you to 
pray for my departing Soul ; I wish I was as free 
from all other Sins as I am of this for which I am 
now going to suffer. He desired of his Friends that 
his Body might be carried to Hand Alley in Holborn, 
and from thence to St. Andrew s Church, to lie in the 
Grave with his Brother. He suffered on the 25th of 
July, 1 719, being then about thirty-two Years of 
Age. 
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TAe Life of John Dyer, a most notoriotis Thief 
Highwayman, and House-breaker. 

|Y Readers cannot but remember, the men- 
tion often made of this Criminal, in the 
former Part of these Lives. He was, at 
the Time of his Death, one of the oldest 
Offenders in England; and as he was at some Pains 
to digest his own Story, that is, the Series of his 
Villanies, into Writing, so what we take from thence 
will at once be authentic and entertaining to our 
Readers. He was born of honest but mean Parents 
at Salisbury, who took Care however to bestow on 
him a tolerable Education, and when he grew up, 
put him out Apprentice to a Shoemaker, where he 
soon made a Beginning in those pernicious Practices, 
to which he so assiduously afterwards addicted 
himself The first Thing he did, was robbing a 
Chandler's-Shop at Collinburn, in the County of 
Wilts, of the Money-Box, in which was thirty Shil- 
lings, and got clear off. Some Time after, his 
Master sending him on a Sunday to a Village just 
by, to get twelve Pennyworth of Halfpence at a 
Chandler's Shop, Dyer, finding nobody at Home, cut 
the Bar of the Window, got in thereat, and rifled the 
House. The Booty he found did not amount to 
above three Half Crowns ; but he added to that, 
what Currants and Raisins there were in the Shop. 
This Piece of Covetousness well nigh cost him his 
Life ; for being suspected and charged with the Fact, 
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he had only Time to hide the Money, which they 
searched him for in vain, only turning some of the 
Plums out of his Coat Pocket ; but he readily 
averred, that he bought them at Andover Market, by 
which statement there being nobody who could 
falsify it, he escaped for that Time. His Master 
shortly after, sending him with five Pounds, to buy 
Leather, Dyer picked up a Companion, as wicked 
as himself. He persuaded him to join in a Story of 
his being robbed of the aforesaid Sum of Money, 
which, upon his Return, he told his Master, and the 
Boy vouching it firmly, they were believed. Some 
small Space of Time from this, being sent amongst 
his Master's Customers to receive some Money, he 
picked up about three Pounds, and went off immedi- 
ately for Salisbury where he became acquainted with 
an idle young Woman, who soon helped him to 
spend the Money. Thus brought once more into 
Necessity, he went one Day into the Market, to see 
what he might be able to lay Hands on. There he 
observed a young Woman taking Money; and watch- 
ing her out of Town, he took an Opportunity to 
knock her down, robbing her, and dragging her into 
a Wood. There he lay with her, and then bound 
her fast to a Tree. From thence he went to a Vil- 
lage in Hampshire, where he wrought Journey-work 
at his Trade ; and getting acquainted with a young 
Woman, he lodged at her Mother's House, where 
he soon got the Daughter with Child, and persuaded 
her to rob the old Woman, and go with him to Bris- 
tol. There they lived together extravagantly until 
all the Money was spent, and then she and her Child 
went back to the Mother, who received them very 
g-ladly. Dyer did not think fit to return, but went 
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to make his Mother a visit at Salisbury, where he 
continued not long before he took an Opportunity 
of robbing her of fifty Pounds, and thence marched 
off to Bristol, where he gamed most of the Money 
away. Then he retired to a Town in Wiltshire, 
where he cohabited with a Widow Woman. They 
found Means to get such good Credit, as to take the 
Town in (as Mr. Dyer expresses it) for thirty 
Pounds, and then packing up their All, they marched 
off to a Place at a considerable Distance, where Dyer 
entered into Partnership with a Collier, agreeing to 
advance fifty Pounds, thirty of which were to be paid 
down, and the Rest monthly ; but before the first 
Payment became due, the Collier broke, and his 
Partner Dyer thereupon thought it convenient to 
remove to some other Place. He pitched there- 
fore upon the City of Hereford, where he worked 
honestly for a Space, until being in Company one 
Night with a Higler, he heard the Man say, he 
should go to a Place to buy Fowls ; Dyer answered 
that he did not care if he went with him. Accordingly 
they went, and on their Journey, Dyer took the Ad- 
vantage of a proper Place, stopped his Companion, 
and robbed him. The Man gave him two Shillings 
out of his Pocket, but Dyer suspecting he must have 
more Money to buy Fowls with, searched the Ham- 
pers and took out twelve Pounds, taking the Man's 
Horse also. He rode it forty Miles outright, after 
which he went to Marlborough in Wiltshire, and 
staid there a Fortnight ; but venturing to steal a 
Silver Mug, he was for that fact apprehended, and 
committed close Prisoner there, in order to be tried 
for it at the next Assizes. Before that Time how- 
ever he found a weak place in the Prison, and 
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breaking it made his Escape. From thence he went 
to. an Aunt's House, about seven or eight Miles from 
Salisbury, where he staid until her Husband grew 
so uneasy that he was obliged to take his Leave. 
He travelled then to a Sister of his, and meeting 
there with an old School-Fellow and ' Relation, he 
quickly persuaded the Lad to become as bad as him- 
self, drawing him in to rob his Mother of fifty 
Shillings, with which small Stock they two were set 
up for their old Trade of Gaming. The Robbery 
they had committed was quickly detected ; but Dyer 
so well tutored his Associate, that the Boy could 
neither by Threats nor Promises be brought to own 
it. Yet their Denials had not the least weight with 
their Relations ; they were thoroughly convinced of 
their Guilt, and therefore were determined that they 
should be punished. For this Purpose they carried 
them before a neighbouring Justice, who presently 
committed them to Bridewell to hard Labour. As 
Dyer could not endure Imprisonment, espec'ally 
when hard Labour was given in addition to it, so he 
speedily contrived a Method to free himself and his 
Companion from their Fetters, by leaping down the 
House of Office, which a few Days afterwards they 
did, and got clear off These various Difficulties 
and narrow Escapes, seemed to make no other 
Impression upon Dyer, than to give him a greater 
Liking than ever to such sort of villainous Enter- 
prises. He stole as many Horses from New-Forest 
as came to threescore Pounds ; and afterwards set- 
ting up for a Highwayman, committed a Multitude 
of Facts in that Neighbourhood, which he has with 
great Care related in- the Account he published of 
his Life. Amongst the Rest he stripped a poor 
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Servant Maid, who had just come out of Place, of all 
the Money she had, viz a Gold Ring, a Box of 
Clothes, and so left her without either Necessaries 
or Money. At Winchester he disposed of the 
Clothes and Linen which he took from the poor 
Woman. At an Ale-house in High-street he fell into 
Company with a Lace-man, from whom he learned 
by some little Conversation that he was going to 
Amsbury-Fair, in Wiltshire. Dyer told him he was 
going thither too, and so along they Journeyed toge- 
ther. When they arrived there, they put up their 
Horses at the Sign of the Chopping-Knife \ and 
while the Lace-m,an went out to take a Stand to sell 
his Goods in, Dyer demanded the Box of Lace of 
the Landlord, as if he had been the Man's Partner ; 
then calling for his Horse, while the Landlord's 
Back was turned, he rode cl^ar off from them all. 

On the Plain going towards the Devices, he over- 
took a Scotch Pedlar ; Dyer it seems knew him, and 
called him by his Name, asking him if he had any 
good Handkerchiefs, upon which the poor Man let 
down the Pack from off his back and shewed him 
several. Dyer told him, after looking over the Goods, 
that he did not want to buy anything, but must have 
what he pleased for nothing. The Scotchman upon 
that, put himself in a Posture of Defence ; but Dyer 
drawing his Pistols on him soon obliged him to yield ; 
and having tied him with some of his own Cloth fast 
to the Post of a Well, he then went and rifled the 
Pack, taking thence nine Pounds odd in Money, a 
great Parcel of Hair, which he sold afterwards for 
eight Pounds, six Dozen of Handkerchiefs, and a 
Quantity of Muslin. Then he released the Pedlar 
again, and bid him go and take care of the rest of 
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his Pack ;. Mr. Dyer being then in some hurry to 
look out for another Booty 

A short Time after our Plunderer met with an old 
Shepherd, who had sold a good Parcel of Sheep. 
Dyer attacked him with his Hanger, and the old Man 
though he had nothing but his Stick made very good 
Defence. However, at last he was overcome, and 
lost seventy-two Pounds, which he had taken at the 
Market. Dyer being by this Time full of Money 
thought fit to go to Dorchester in Wilts, where by 
the usual Course of his Extravagances he lessened it 
in a very short Space, and then persuading a poor 
Butcher of the Town who had broke to become 
his Companion, he soon taught him from being unfor- 
tunate to become wicked. They agreed very well 
together (as Mr. Dyer says) until he caught his 
new Partner endeavouring to cheat him, as he had 
taught him to rob other People. But after some 
hard words, the BzUcher confessed the fact, and 
promised to be honest to him for the Future, which 
being all that Dyer wanted, a new Agreement was 
made, and they went to work again in their old Oc- 
cupation. The first Exploit they went upon after- 
wards was at Woodbury Hill Fair, in Dorsetshire, 
where as soon as the Fair was over, Mr. Dyer in his 
merry style tells us their Fair began, for observing a 
Cheese-man who received about four-score Pounds, 
they watched him narrowly, about a mile from the 
Fair, and attacked him and bid him deliver. The 
old Man with a heavy heart suffered himself to be 
rifled. Though he had paid away the greater Part 
of the Money, and had not above twelve Pounds, 
about him, yet he sighed as if he would have broken 
his Heart at the Loss ; while Dyer and his Compa- 
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nion were as much out of Humour at the Disap- 
pointment, and gave him several smart Lashes with 
their Whips, telnng him he should never pay Money 
when Gentlemen waited to receive it. A short 
Time after this Robbery they committed another 
upon a Hop Merchant, who was riding with his Wife. 
They Searched him carefully for Money, but could 
find none, until Dyer beginning to curse and swear, 
and threatening to kill him, his Wife cried out, for 
Heavens sake do not murder my Htcsband, and I'll 
tell yoii where his Money is. Accordingly she de- 
clared it was in his Boots, upon which Dyer cut them 
off his Legs, and found fifty Guineas therein. Then 
taking their leave of the Merchant and his Wife, 
Dyer very gratefully thanked her for her good Office. 
From hence they went down to Sherbzcrn, and each 
of them having got a Mistress, they lived there very 
merrily for a considerable Space, living, in full Enjoy- 
ment of those gross Sensualities in which they alone 
reaped Satisfaction at the Expense of such honest 
People as they had before plundered. Here they 
had Intelligence of a certain Grazier who was going 
down into the Country to buy lean Beasts, upon which 
they followed him and robbed him of all the Money 
he had, which was about fourscore and ten Pounds. 
So large a sum proved only a Fund of Extrava- 
gance, a Use to which these Men put all the Money 
they laid their Hands on. Hampshire being so lucky 
a Place, Dyer and his Comrade went next to Ring- 
wood, where the Butcher fell Sick, and lay for some 
Time until their Money was almost consumed. But 
then growing well again, Dyer took him down to 
Bath, where they robbed the Stage Coaches from 
'Bath to London, and as they returned from London 
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to Bath again, until the Road became so dangerous 
that they hired Persons to Guard them for the 
Future. Notwithstanding they practised this Villany 
so often, they never were in danger but once, when 
a Gentleman fired a Blunderbuss at them, but miss ;d 
them both, whereupon they robbed the Coach, and 
afterwards whipped him severely with their Horse- 
whips. Their next Expedition was to Hungerford, 
where they staid about two Months ; in which Time 
Dyer made a Match for the Butcher with a Widow 
Woman of his own Trade ; but just as they were 
going to be married, somebody discovered both his 
and ^^ Butcher s Occupation, and thereupon obliged 
them to quit Hungerford, and to take their Road to 
Newbury, with more Precipitation than they were 
wont to do. In the Road to Reading they robbed a 
Tallow Chandler, and then gallopped on to Reading, 
where they had liked to have been taken, by the In- 
formation of the Bath Coachman ; but they being 
pretty well mounted, and riding hard Night and Day, 
got safe down to Exeter in Devonshire, where, as the 
securest Method, they agreed to part by Consent. 
The Butcher went back to Dorsetshire again, and 
Dyer must needs go to visit his Friends at Salisbury, 
and then after a short stay with them set out for 
London. The Fear he was under of being dis- 
covered if he came into the direct Road, made him 
take a roundabout Way in his Journey, and thereby 
put it in his Power to rob four Oxford Scholars. 
From two of them he took their Watches and their 
Money, but though he searched the other two very 
diligently, he could find nothing, upon which he rode 
away with the Booty he had taken. But the two 
whom he had robbed quickly called him back again, 
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and told him their Companions had Money, if he had 
but Wit enough to find it ; whereupon Dyer began 
to examine the First very strictly, and found his 
Money put under his Buttons, and his Watch thrust 
into his Breeches. On the Search of the Second, he 
discovered his Money put up in the Cape of his 
Coat, but his Watch he had husled to one of his 
Companions, who held it out, which as soon as Dyer 
saw he took it away. It is surprising that Men 
should be possessed with so odd a Spirit, that be- 
cause they have lost all themselves, must needs have 
others plundered into the Bargain. However, Dyer 
thought it a good Job, and with the help of this 
Money he came up to London. When he arrived 
here, he worked honestly for some Time at his 
Trade, with a noted Shoemaker upon Ludgate Hill. 
Soon after he removed to a Lodging in Leather 
Lane, and worked there for twelve Months. At last 
he got into the Company of a common V/oman of 
the Town, and she very quickly brought him to his 
old Condition, for being much in Debt and often 
arrested. Dyer who was at present very fond of her 
was obliged to bail her or get her bailed out. She 
hearing that he had a Legacy of ten Pounds a Year 
in an Exchequer Annuity, never let him alone until 
he had disposed of it, which at last he did, for about 
fourscore Pounds. The first thing that was done 
after the Receipt of the Sum of Money, was the 
clothing Madam in Monmouth Street in an handsome 
Suit of blue flowered Satin, with everything agree- 
able thereto. On their return Home the Man of the 
House where they lodged flew into a great Passion, 
and said, he'd never suffer her to wear such fine 
clothes unless he was paid what was due to him. Mr. 
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Dyer, in his Memoirs, gives us this Story, dressed 
out with Abundance of Oaths and such like Decora- 
tions, which we will venture to leave out, and relate 
the Adventure, as it gives a very good Idea of such 
sort of Houses, otherwise in his own Language. 
The Bawd, while her Husband was swearing, takes 
Mr. Dyer up Stairs, and there with* a wheedling 
Tone asked him if Moll should not bring them a 
Quartern of Brandy to drink his and his Spouse's 
Health ; but before Dyer could give her an answer 
she issued a positive Command herself, whereupon 
up comes Moll and the Quartern. The Mistress 
poured out half of it into one Glass, which she drank 
off to the Health of Mr. and Mrs. Dyer, adding, 
with great Complaisance, well, indeed your Alice is a 
fine Woman when she's dressed ; I love to see a 
handsome Woman with all my Heart. Come, Moll, 
fill t'other Quartern, and bid Mrs. Dyer covs\& to her 
Spouse, and d'ye hear, tell my Husband that Mr. 
Dyer desires to drink a Glass of Brandy with him. 
On this Message, up comes the Husband, and clap- 
ping down by him took him by the Hand, and with 
Abundance of seeming Courtesy, said, pray Mr. Dyer 
don't let you and I fall out; I may in my Passion 
have let fall some provoking Words to your Wife, 
but I can't help ii, 'tis my Way, and I really want 
Money so, that it almost makes me mad. I'll tell you 
what, your Spouse, Mr. Dyer, owes me almost nine 
Pounds ; now if you will give me five Guineas, I'll 
give you a Receipt in full; upon which our Cully of 
a Robber, thinking to save so much Money, paid it 
him down, and Madam seemed to be highly pleased. 
As soon as this was over and the Receipt given, she 
said to Dyer, come my Dear, we will go and take a 
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Walk and see Mrs, Shelton. Thither they went ; no 
sooner were they in the House, but after the first 
Compliments were passed, Mrs. Shelton said, we 
were just talking of you when you came in, Mr, 
Dyer, and of that small Matter your Spouse owes us. 
Pray, says Dyer how much is it ? But two-and-forty 
Shillings, says Mrs, Shelton ; upon which the Fool 
took the Money out of his Pocket and paid it. A 
little while after this, Dyers Mistress thought fit to 
quarrel with one of her female Acquaintance, whom 
she had made her Confidant, by which Means the 
Story came out that she was not a Penny in Debt 
either to her Landlord or Mrs. Shelton, but that she 
wanted Money and was resolved to make Hay while 
the Sun shined. One would have thought that a Fel- 
low so versed in Villany, and so given up to all Sorts 
of Debauchery, would have immediately discarded a 
Woman who shewed him such Tricks ; but on the 
Contrary he grew more fond of her, removed her to 
another Lodging, and lavished all he had on her. 
But as a new Misfortune, one Morning early a Man 
knocked at the Door, and Dyer taking him to be one 
of her Gallants, went in his Shirt to the Window. 
The Man enquired whether one Mrs. Davis were 
there; upon which his Mistress in a great Agony, said 
O La I John, its my Husband com,e from. Sea, what 
shall I do? Upon this, Dyer hustled on his Clothes 
and went down Stairs to Bed to another Harlot, and 
lay there until his first Lady and her Husband came 
down Stairs. However, it was not long before the 
Seaman had an Account of Dyers Familiarity with 
his Wife, and thereupon thinking to get Money out of 
him brought his Action against him. But Dyer got 
himself bailed, and soon after arrested him for Meat, 
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Drink, and Lodging for his Wife for several Months, 
for which he lay in the Compter for a considerable 
Time, and at last was obliged to give Dyer ten 
Pounds to make it up. At last when Money ran 
low. Dyers Love on a sudden went all out, he dis- 
missed his Mistress, and not finding another quickly 
to his Mind, took up a sudden Resolution of marrying 
and living honestly. It was not long before he pre- 
vailed on an honest Woman, and accordingly they 
were joined together in Wedlock. Dyer thereupon 
provided himself with a Cobler s Stall in Leather- 
Lane, worked hard and lived well ; but as his Inclina- 
tions were always dishonest, he could not long con- 
fine himself to Honesty and Labour, but in a short 
Space meeting with a young Man in the Neighbour- 
hood, who was very uneasy in his Circumstances, ■ 
and on ill Terms with his Friends, Dyer began im- 
mediately to cast his Eyes upon him as one who 
would make him a fit Companion. It seems the 
other had exactly the same Thoughts ; and one Day 
as they were walking together in the Fields, says the 
Stranger to him, Fll tell you what, if you knew how 
Affairs stand with me, you would advise m.e I mtist 
either go ^lpon the Highway or into Gaol. That's a 
hard Choice, replied Dyer, but did you ever do any 
thing of that Kind ? No, said the other, indeed not 
hitherto. Well, then, says his Tutor again, have you 
any Pistols ? No, replied he, but T intend to pawn my 
Watch and buy some. The Bargain was soon made 
between them. One Night they robbed a Man by 
the Old Spa. The same Night they robbed another 
by Sadler s-W ells. Two or three days after they 
robbed a Chariot, and took from Persons in it thirty 
Pounds. The young Practitioner in Thieving 
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thought this a rare quick Way of getting Money, and 
therefore followed it very industriously in the Com- 
pany of his Assistant. In Lincoln s-Inn-Fields they 
were hard put to it, for after they had committed a 
Robbery, a Number of Watchmen gathered about 
them, whom they suffered to advance very near, but 
then firing two or three Pistols over their Heads, they 
all ran and suffered the Robbers to go which Way 
they would. A Multitude of other Facts they com- 
mitted, until Dyer got into that Gang who robbed 
on Black-Heath, of whom we have given some Ac- 
count. It is observable that Dyer in his own Narra- 
tive gives not the least Account of his turning Evi- 
dence and hanging a great Number of his Associates, 
many of whom, as has been said in the former Part 
of this Work, charged him with having first drawn 
them into the Commission of Crimes and then be- 
trayed them. It seems this was among the Circum- 
stances of his Life, which did not afford him any 
Mirth, a thing to which throughout the Course of his 
Memoirs he was egregiously addicted ; however it 
was, I must inform my Reader, that he remained for 
near seven Years a Prisoner in Newgate after his 
being an Evidence, until at last he found means to 
get discharged at the same Time with one Abraham- 
Dumbleton, who was his Companion in his future 
Exploits, and suffered with him at the same Time. 
When they were at the Bar, in order to their being 
discharged out of Newgate, the Recorder with his 
usual Humanity represented to them the Danger 
there was of their coming to an ill End, in case they 
should be set at Liberty, and get again into the Com- 
pany of their old Comrades, who might seduce them 
to return to their former Practices, and thereby be- 



276 The Life of 

come the Means of their suffering a violent and ig- 
nominious Death ; advising them at the same Time 
rather to submit to a voluntary Transportation, where- 
by they would gain a Passage into a new Country, 
inhabited by Englishmen^ and where they might live 
honestly, without Dread of those Reproaches to which 
they would be ever liable here. But as they insisted 
upon their Discharge, and promised to live honestly 
for the Future, their Request was complied with, and 
they were set at Liberty. One of the first Crimes 
committed by Dy&r afterwards, was robbing a Vic- 
tualler coming over Bloomsbury-market, between one 
and two o'Clock in the Morning. Dyer and his Com- 
panion having thrown him down and stopped his 
Mouth, they took from him his Silver Watch, seven- 
teen Shillings in Money, two plain Rings, and his 
Buckles out of his Shoes. They robbed another 
Man in Tottenham-Court Road, tied him, and then 
took from him about two-and-forty Shillings. Dyer, 
happening to be one Day a little cleaner and better 
dressed than ordinary, was taken notice of in Lincoln' s- 
Inn-Fields, by one of those abominable and un- 
natural Wretches who addict themselves to Sodomy. 
He pretended to know him at first, and desired him 
to step to the Tavern with him and drink a glass of 
Wine, which the other readily complied with. In 
the Tavern, Dyer took Notice that the Gentleman 
had a good Diamond Ring upon his Finger, where- 
upon begging the Favour to see it, he put it upon 
his own Finger, and then suddenly taking Notice of 
a Hackney Coach which drove by with a single 
Gentleman in it, he pretended it was a Friend of his, 
and that he must needs go down and speak a Word 
with him. Under Pretence of doing this, he went 
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clear off with the Diamond Ring. Two or three 
Days after he met the same Person, who was a Man 
in Years, and of some Consideration. Upon his ask- 
ing Dyer how he came to go off in that Manner from 
the Tavern, he who was accustomed to such Saluta- 
tions, gave him a rough Answer, and the Spark fear- 
ing a worse Accusation might be alleged against him- 
self, thought fit to go off without making any more 
Words about it. I am not able to say how long af- 
ter, but certainly it could be no very considerable 
Space, before he and Dumbleton robbed Mr. Bradley 
in Kirby-street by Hatton-Garden, of his Hat and 
Wig, at the same Time trampling on him, heating 
him, and using him in the most cruel Manner imagin- 
able, as was sworn by Mr. Bradley upon the Trial. 
However, by affrighting the Watch with their Pistols 
they got off safe, and in a Night or two after broke 
open a Linen Drapers Shop, and took out a large 
Parcel of Linen. For these two Facts they were 
shortly after apprehended, and on very full Evidence 
convicted at the Old Bailey. Under Sentence of 
Death, Dyer said, he was sorry for his Offences, but 
spoke of them in a Manner that shewed he had but a 
slight Sense of those heinous Crimes in which he 
had continued so long. His Narrative that he left 
behind him, and which was published the, Dky before 
his Execution, is a manifest Proof of the ludicrous 
Terms which those unhappy Creatures affect in the 
Relation of their own Adventures. However, it be- 
comes not us to judge concerning the Sentiments of 
a Person who in his last Moments professed himself 
a Penitent ; instead of doing which, we shall produce 
the Speech he made at the Place of Execution, and 
so proceed in our Memoirs. 
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The Speech of John Dyer. 

Good People, 

/ desire of all yozmg Men to take warning by my 
ignominious Death, and to forsake evil Company, espe- 
cially lewd Women, who have been the chief Cause of 
my ^^nhappy Fate. T hope, and make it my earnest 
Request, that nobody will be such ill Christians as to 
reflect on my aged Parents, who took an early Care to 
instruct me, and brought me up a Member, though a 
very unworthy one, of the Chtirch of England. / 
hope my Misfortunes will be a Warning to all Youth, 
especially to some whom I wish well. I will not name 
them ; but hope, if they see this, they will take it to 
themselves, f die in Charity with all Men, forgiving, 
hoping to be forgiven myself, through the Merits of 
my blessed Saviour Jesus Christ. 

John Dyer. 

He died on the 21st of November, 1729, being 
thirty-one Years of Age. 





William Rogers, a Private Thief, &c. 279 



The Lives of William Rogers, a private Thief; 

William Simpson, a Horsestealer ; and Robert 

Oliver, alias William Johnson, a Thief. 

|HE first of these Persons was descended 
from very mean Parents, who had however 
given him a tolerable Education, so far as 
to qualify him by Reading and Writing for 
any ordinary Business. They put him out Appren- 
tice to a Shoe-maker, with whom he lived out his 
Time, with the Approbation of his Master and .all 
who knew him. Afterwards he married a Wife, and 
worked for some Time honestly as a Journeyman at 
his Trade. He was exceedingly fond of his new 
Wife ; but she being a Woman who liked living in a 
better State than he could afford by what he gained 
at his Work, and he being desirous to live more at 
Home, and yet maintain her plentifully too, at last 
came to Picking and Thieving, and being detected in 
stealing some Shoes out of a Shop, he was for that 
Crime transpprted. In Marylatid and Virginia he 
continued some Time working with the Masters 
there at his Trade, who gave him great Encourage- 
ment, so that he might have lived happily there, if he 
had not been desirous of coming to England. His 
Mind ran continually on his Wife ; it was for her 
Sake that he at first had fallen into these Practices ; 
and to enjoy her Conversation was almost the only 
thing which tempted him to return home. On his 
Arrival here, it was no doubt with the greatest Un- 
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easiness that he heard that his Wife, as sooti as ever 
he went abroad, cohabited with another Man, and 
could never afterwards be brought to see him, or 
give him any Assistance, not even when he was 
under his last and great Misfortunes. Her Unkind- 
ness afflicted the unhappy Man so much, that he 
grew careless of his Safety, and thereby became 
speedily apprehended, and was tried for his Offence 
in returning before the Time was expired ; and the 
Fact being clear, he was presently convicted. Under 
Sentence of Death, he seemed to deplore nothing so 
much as the Unkindness of his Wife, who would not 
so much as afford him one Visit, when he had ha- 
zarded, and even sacrificed his Life, to visit her. He 
confessed that he had been guilty of that Crime for 
which he had formerly been transported, but denied 
that he lived in such a Course of Wickedness and 
Debauchery as most Malefactors do. On the Con- 
trary, he said, he was heartily sorry for his Sins, and 
hoped that God would accept his imperfect Repent- 
ance. 

William Simpson, was a young man of good 
Parents in Gloucestershire, who had educated him 
carefully, both in the Knowledge of Letters and 
of true Religion. They then put him out Appren- 
tice to a Tailor, but not liking that Employment, he 
did not follow it, but lived with a Relation of his who 
was a great Farmer in the Country. There it seems 
he stole a black Gelding of the Value of ten Pounds, 
for which he was quickly apprehended and committed 
to Prison, and upon full Evidence convicted. The 
unhappy Youth said nothing but Idleness and an 
Aversion to any Employment were the Causes of his 
committing an Act of such a Nature, so contrary to 
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the Principles in which he had been instructed, and 
to which he was not tempted by ill Company, or 
driven to it by any Straits. Under Sentence of 
Death, he behaved with great Modesty, Penitence, 
and Civility, was desirous of being instructed, and 
did everything that could be expected from a Man 
in his miserable Condition. 

Robert Oliver, alias William Johnson, was born of 
Parents of tolerable Circumstances in Yorkshire. 
They bred him at School, and afterwards bound 
him Apprentice to a Tallow-Chandler. After he was 
out of his Time, he got somehow or other into the 
Service of Mrs. North, where he robbed one Joseph 
Heppworth of seven-and- forty Guineas. As soon as 
he had done it he went to Moorgate, and. gave two- 
and-twenty of them for a Horse ; upon which he 
rode down into his own Country, where he exchanged 
it for another Horse, getting four Guineas to boot ; 
but the Person who had lost the Money, being inde- 
fatigable, imagining he might be gone down into his 
own Country, followed him thither, and after some 
time seized him, and got him confined in Beverley Jail. 
But it seems he found a Way to make his Escape 
from thence, arid so getting to London, skulked up 
and down here for some Time, until at last he was 
discovered and committed to Newgate, and at the 
ensuing Sessions at the Old Bailey tried and con- 
victed for the aforesaid Offence. Under Sentence he 
behaved himself stupidly, and not seeming to have 
a just Concern for the Offence which he had commit- 
ted, he was sullen, and would say very little, though 
he did not deny the Crime for which he died ; yet 
he did not seem to have that Compunction which 
might have been expected from a Man in his sad 
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Condition. At the Place of Execution Rogers said 
little. Simpson acknowledged that lewd Women had 
been his Ruin. Robert C/eV^r acknowledged that he 
had been a vicious, unruly young Man, who had 
hearkened to no Advice, but addicted to nothing but 
the Accomplishment of his Vices. They were all 
desirous of Prayers, which being celebrated, they 
submitted to their Deaths very patiently, and with 
pious Ejaculations. They were executed on the 
2ist oi November, 1729, Rogers being forty Years of 
Age, Simpson nineteen, and Oliver twenty-two. 

The Life of ]KyiYS Drummond, a Highwayman. 

[OLLY and Wickedness naturally lead Men 
to Poverty, Shame, and Misfortunes ; but 
when such Miseries overtake Persons who 
have lived soberly, and in all outward Ap- 
pearance honestly, it is apt to create Wonder at first, 
and afterwards to excite Compassion. This unhappy 
Man of whom we are now speaking, was the Son of 
a Sailor, who brought him when but a Boy of three 
Years of Age up to London, and then dying left him 
to the Care of his Mother, who was too poor to give 
him any Education. However he was sent to Sea, 
and being a young Man ingenious enough in himself 
and very tractable in his Temper, he soon became a 
tolerable Proficient in the practical Part of Naviga- 
tion. This recommended him to pretty constant 
Business, whereby he got Enough to maintain himself 
and his Family handsomely, if he had thought fit to 
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have employed it that Way, which for a considerable 
Space of Time he did, keeping up a good Reputation 
in the Neighbourhood where he lived, and serving 
with a fair Character on board several Men-of-War, 
going up the Baltic with Squadrons sent thither to 
preserve the Swedish Coast from being insulted by 
the Mtiscovites. After his Return, he served on board 
the Fleet which destroyed that of the Spaniards in 
Sicily. He was afterwards Coxwain in the Admiral, 
which served in the Mediterranean, and on the Coast 
of Spain ; but coming home at last and being weary 
of going to Sea, he took up the Trade of selling 
China and some small Goods about the Country, in 
which he got so established a Character, that the 
Gentlemen with whom he chiefly dealt would have 
trusted him a hundred Pounds on his Word ; and 
never anything gave a greater Shock to his Neigh- 
bours and Acquaintances, than the News of his being 
apprehended for a Highwayman. However it seems 
he had been engaged to that Course by his Brother, 
notwithstanding that till then, he had lived not only 
honestly, but with tolerable Sentiments of Religion. 
The Method in which he was drawn to turn Robber 
on a sudden was thus : On the 19th of October, i"]ic), 
his Brother came to him as he was working on the 
outside of a Ship on the other Side of the Water, and 
invited him to go with him to a Public-house, which 
at first he was very unwilling to do, but at last suf- 
fering himself to be prevailed on, he and his Brother 
went together to a House not far distant, where they 
drank to a, higher Pitch than J am.es Drummond had 
ever done before, his Brother all along insinuating 
how advantageous a Trade the Highway was, owning 
he had followed nothing else for some Years past. 
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and' saying there was not the least Hazard run in it. 
He at the same Time advised his Brother to quit 
labouring hard, and to take to it too. fames was now 
grown so drunk that he hardly knew what he did, so 
that after much Persuasion he got up behind his 
Brother upon the same Horse, but was afterward 
set down, it being judged by both of them better for 
him to rob on Foot, while he who was well armed 
and well mounted might be able to defend them 
both. Having come to this fatal Agreement, they 
immediately set about those Enterprises which they 
had consulted together. The first Robbery they 
committed was upon Mr. William Isgrig, from whom 
they took sixteen Guineas, three Broad Pieces, one 
Moidore, twenty Shillings in Silver, and a Watch 
valued at two Pounds. Not satisfied with this they 
attacked one Mr. Wakeling the same Night on the 
same Road, and took from him a Silver Watch, and 
three or four Shillings in Money, though not without 
much Resistance, Mr. Wakeling having drawn his 
Sword and defended himself for a considerable 
Time. Perceiving one of the Rogues to be a Foot- 
pad, he followed him so closely, and made such an 
Outcry to the Watch, that after a long Pursuit and a 
sharp Struggle with him, they took fames Drummond 
Prisoner. His Brother after firing a Pistol or two, 
rode off as fast as he could. At the ensuing Sessions 
at the Old Bailey, he was indicted for both Offences, 
and upon full and clear Evidence convicted. 

It is impossible to describe the Agonies which this 
unhappy Man suffered, while under Sentence of 
Death, the Sense of his own Condition, the Reflec- 
tion on his former Character, unsullied and untainted 
amongst his whole Neighbourhood ; the Considera- 
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tion of leaving a Wife and Five small Children 
behind him, with small Provision for their Support, 
and what was worse, exposed to the Reflection of all 
the World on the Score of an unhappy Father, scan- 
dalous in the last Actions of his Life, and ignomini- 
ous in his Death. However, returning to his former 
Principles of Piety and Religion, he comforted himself 
under the Weight of all his Misfortunes, by leaning 
on the Mercy of God, praying fervently to him to 
grant him Patience and Protection under those dread- 
ful Evils which he suffered. He acknowledged all to 
be exactly true which was deposed against him at his 
Trial, "confessed the Justice of his Sentence, and pre- 
pared to undergo it with as much Submission and Re- 
signation as was possible ; and indeed perhaps no 
Criminal ever behaved in all outward Appearance 
with more Penitence than he did. He died on 
Monday X}^^^ 22nd oi December, 1729, being then forty 
Years of Age. 



The Lives 0/W1LU.PM Caustin & Jeofrey Younger, 
Foot-pads. 

[HE first of these unhappy Men, William 
Caustin, was born somewhere in the Coun- 
try, but the particular Place is not mentioned 
in any Papers I have before me, neither am 
I able to say of what Condition his Parents were ; yet 
whether poor or rich, they afforded him a tolerable 
Education, and put him Apprentice to a Barber, 
with whom he served out his Time with remarkable 
Fidelity. When out of his Time he married a Wife 
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and set up for himself ; yet whether through inevit- 
able Misfortunes, or for Want of good Management, 
I cannot say, but he failed in a short Time after, and 
so was reduced to be a Journeyman again. How- 
ever, his Character remained so unblemished that he 
was never out of Business, nor ill treated by any 
Masters with whom he worked ; on the Contrary he 
was caressed wherever he came, and treated with as 
much Civility as if he had been a Relation to those 
whom he served. His Wife unfortunately falling 
sick upon his Hands, he became thereby thrown out 
of Business, and in that Time falling into ill Company, 
their repeated Solicitations prevailed with him to go 
for once upon the Highway, which accordingly he 
did, and committed, in Company with Jeofrey 
Younger and the Evidence, a Robbery on William 
Bowman, taking from him a Guinea and thirteen 
Shillings, for which he was very quickly after appre- 
hended, and the Fact being plainly and fully proved, 
he was convicted, it being the only Fact he ever 
committed. 

feofrey Yo'Unger, his Companion, was descended 
of honest creditable Parents in Northamptonshire. 
There he was put Apprentice to a Baker, with 
whom he served his Time very honestly and faith- 
fully. Afterwards he came up to London, and lived 
here for seven Years as a Journeyman, with as good 
a Reputation as it was possible for a young Man to 
have. But having by that Time got a good Quantity 
of Clothes, and about ten Pounds in his Pocket, he 
began to think himself too good to work, and un- 
fortunately falling into the bad Company of some 
idle debauched Persons of both Sexes, they soon 
led him into the Road to Ruin. Amongst these 
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was one Bradley, a Fellow of his own Business, 
whose Company of all others he most affected. 
This Fellow having addicted himself to the Pursuit 
of the most scandalous Vices, easily drew in Younger 
to go with him to a House where Gamesters resorted, 
and when there, advised him to venture his Money. 
Younger was Fool enough to take his Advice, and 
and so was done out of every Farthing of his Money. 
Surprised and confounded at this extraordinary 
Turn, which had reduced him to Indigence in a Mo- 
ment, he did nothing but lament his own hard For- 
tune, and curse his Indiscretion for coming to such a 
Place. Bradley endeavoured to cheer him, telling 
him he would yet put him in a Way to get Money, 
and thereupon proposed going with him upon the 
Highway. In order to encourage him to this, he told 
him that at such a Place they should meet with a Man 
who had fourscore Pounds about him. So after 
Abundance of Arguments, Younger yielded, and out 
they went. From that Time forward he gave a 
Loose to all his brutal Inclinations, associated himself 
with nobody but common Whores and Thieves, 
spent his Time in Gaming, when not engaged in a 
worse Employment, and never, after his Aquaintance 
commenced with Bradley, thought of doing anything 
either just or honest. But his Course was of no long 
Continuance ;■ for having committed four or five Rob- 
beries, the last of which was in the Company of 
William Caustin, they were both apprehended, and 
as has been said, upon full Evidence convicted. Un- 
der Sentence of Death they both of them blamed 
Bradley the Evidence, as the person who had drawn 
them first to the Commission of those Crimes, for 
which they were now to answer with their Lives. 
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Caustins Wife died while he was under Sentence, 
and he thereby lost what little Comfort he had under 
his Afflictions ; however, he endeavoured to compose 
himself the best he could to suffer that judgment 
which the Law had pronounced upon him, and 
which he himself acknowledged to be just. Younger 
on the other Hand was exceedingly timorous, and so 
terribly affrighted at the Approach of Death, that he 
scarce retained his Senses. He confessed freely the 
Enormities of his former Life ; said, that a more dis- 
solute Person than himself never lived ; cried out a- 
gainst the Evidence Bradley, as the Author of his 
Misfortunes, and charged him with having sedulously 
endeavoured to seduce him. But in the Midst of all 
this he wept bitterly, and shewed a greater Terror 
at the Approach of his Execution than was seen 
amongst any of the Rest who suffered with him, his 
Countenance being so much altered that it was 
hardly possible for anybody to know him who had 
been acquainted with him, insomuch that he looked 
for many Weeks before his Execution like a Person 
who had been already dead and buried. 

As the Day of his Dissolution approached, it was 
hoped that he would recover more Courage, but in- 
stead of that he became so terribly affrighted that he 
could scarce speak, or shew any Signs of Life when 
he was brought to Tyburn. However there he did 
gather Spirits a little, and spoke to the Crowd to 
take Warning by him, and avoid coming to that fatal 
Place. He said, that he had been guilty but of five 
Robberies in all his Life. He forgave his Prosecu- 
tors and the Evidence who swore against him, and in 
this Disposition they both died at the same Time 
with the other Malefactors ; Caustin being thirty-six 
Years of Age, and Younger about thirty-four. 
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The Lives <?/ Henry Knowland and Thomas 
Westwood, Foot-pads. 

lENRY KNOWLAND was the Son of a 
Butcher. He received a tolerable Education 
at School, and was brought up by his Father 
to his own Business. He was of a lewd 
Disposition, continually running after Whores, keep- 
ing lewd Company, Gaming and Drinking until he 
was able neither to stand or go. He married his first 
Cousin, who had formerly been Wife to Neeves the 
Evidence. It seems this very Knowland had been 
put into White-Chapel-Gaol upon her swearing a 
Robbery against him for taking a Gold Chain off her 
Neck, but that Affair being accommodated, he a little 
after married her, which was perhaps no small Cause 
of his future Ruin. He was always dishonest in his 
Principles, and ready to lay hold of any Money 
without ever thinking of paying it again. At Smith- 
Field he used to be dexterous in cheating Country 
Graziers of their Cattle. The Method by which he 
did it was generally this : Taking Advantage of a 
Countryman, whom he saw looked unaquainted with 
things, he struck a Bargain as soon as possible, and 
for any Price he pleased, for the Countryman's Goods; 
then stepping in to drink a Mug and pay the Money, 
Knowland had an Accomplice ready planted, who 
coming hastily into the Room, told him with a sub- 
missive Air, that a Gentleman at such a Place desired 
to speak with him, upon which he rose in a Hurry, 
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and told the Countryman he would return imme- 
diately and pay him his Money, while the Attendant 
in the meanwhile drove off the Beast, and so the poor 
Man was left without Hopes of seeing either Money 
or Bullock, and perhaps ruined into the Bargain, for 
being obliged to pay his Master for the Beast that 
was lost. 

Thomas Westwood, the second of these Offenders, 
was a Man descended of mean Parents, who either had 
it not in their Power, or were so careless as to afford 
him little or no Education. He was in himself a 
stupid obstinate Fellow, who never took any Pains in 
endeavouring to attain to the least Degree of Know- 
ledge, but contented himself with living like a Beast, 
in a continual Round of Eating and Drinking, and 
Sleeping. By Trade he was a Sawyer, and when he 
wanted Business in his Trade, which as the Ordinary 
tells us he often did, being a poor purblind Creature, 
he either sold Saw- Dust about Town, or else 
practised as a Bailiff' s-Follower, a Profession which 
led him into yet greater Debaucheries and Extrava- 
gances, than otherwise he might have fallen into, 
Knowland and he were apprehended on Suspicion 
for being Robbers, and were tried at the Old Bailey 
on four Indictments for Offences all laid to have been 
committed on the same Day, viz., on the 23d Novem- 
ber, 1729. The first was for assaulting John Molton 
in an open Field, putting him in fear, and taking from 
him four Shillings. The Second was for assaulting 
Mary Butler, and taking from her Sixpence in Money. 
The third was for assaulting Nicholas Butler, and 
taking from him half a Guinea and one Shilling. 
The Fourth was for assaulting Anne Nailor, and 
taking from her Three and Sixpence in Money. 
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The Prosecutors on all these Indictments swore posi- 
tively to the Prisoners' Faces. Mr. Butler was des- 
perately wounded ; the Ordinary says, he was mor- 
tally wounded, hit through God's Grace recovered. 
In their Defence they called a great Number of 
People to prove them in other Places at the Time 
the Robberies were committed, to which they posi- 
tively swore, but the Jury giving Credit to the Prose- 
cutors' Evidence, they were both found guilty. 
However, they absolutely denied the Crimes to the 
last ; suffering at Tyburn with great Marks of Sor- 
row and loud Exclamations to God to have mercy 
on their Souls, the 2()\h.oi Febrtiary, I'j 2,0, Knowland 
being twenty-four, and Westwood twenty-seven Years 
of Age. 

C"G^o^^c<^O^^c<:^c<::^e<:>o^a^<:;^c<:;^c<:^0^^ 



The Life of John Everett, a Highwayman. 

ilHIS unfortunate Man who in the Course of 
his Life made some- Noise in the World, 
was the Son of honest and reputable Pa- 
rents at Hitchen, in Hertfordshire. They 
gave their Son all the Education necessary to qualify 
him for such Business as they thought proper to put 
him to, which was that of a Salesman ; but before his 
Time was expired he went over to Flanders, and 
served in the late War there, in several Sieges and 
Battles, where he behaved so well as to be preferred 
in the Post of a Serjeant in the Honourable General 
How's Regiment of Foot ; but upon the Peace, re- 
turning into England, and being quartered at Worces- 
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ter, he there purchased his Discharge, and then com- 
ing up to London betook himself for Bread to the 
Office of a Bailiff in W hite-Chapel-Court. In this 
Station he continued for about Seven Years, 
until he fell into Misfortunes, chiefly through the 
Means of one C — — th. To shelter himself from 
a Gaol, which threatened him at that Time, he was 
forced to go into the Foot-Guards, where he served 
in the Company commanded by the Right Honorable 
the Earl of Albemarle; but unluckily for him, having 
commenced an Acquaintance with Richard Bird 
at the aforesaid Mr. C— — tKs, Bird told him he per- 
ceived they were much in a Case ; that is, they both 
wanted Money, and that therefore looking upon him 
(Everett) to be a Man who could be trusted, he would 
propose to him an easy Method for supply ; this 
Method was neither better nor worse than robbing on 
the Highway. To this Proposition Everett readily 
agreeing, they immediately joined, and providing 
proper Utensils for their Co-partnership, they soon 
after practised their Trade with great Success, in the 
Counties of Middlesex, Essex, Surrey, and Kent, par- 
ticularly the robbing the Dartford Coach ; from the 
Passengers of which they took a Portmanteau, where- 
in was contained Jewels, Money, and valuable Goods 
to a great Amount. But spending as fast as they 
got, they were never the better for the Multitude of 
Facts they committed, but were in a continual Neces- 
sity of hazarding Body and Soul for a precarious Sub- 
sistance. A short Time after, they stopped the' 
Woodford Stage Coach, and found in it only one 
Passenger worth plundering. From him they took 
a Gold Watch and some Silver, but the Gentleman 
expressing great Concern at the Loss of his Watch, 
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they told him if he would promise faithfully to send 
such a Sum of Money to such a Place, they would 
let him have it again. On Hounslow- Heath they 
attacked two Oflficers of the Army, who were well 
mounted, and Guarded with Servants armed with 
Blunderbusses. They took their Gold Watches and 
Money from them, though the Officers tried to resist ; 
but they forced them to submit to the well-known 
Doctrine oi passive Obedience before they quitted them. 
The Watches (pursuant to a Treaty they made 
with them on the Spot) were afterwards left at Young- 
Mat^ s Coffee House, Charing-Cross, where the Own^ 
ers had them again, on Payment of twenty Guineas, 
as stipulated in the said Treaty between the Parties. 
Another robbery they committed was on (Squire 
Amlow, of Breem s-Buildings, Chancery- Lane) in Ep- 
some-Lane, turning up to Epsome. When he was 
attacked he drew his Sword and made several Passes 
at them as he sat in an open Chaise ; but notwith- 
standing his Resolution in opposing them, they by 
Force took two Guineas, a Silver Watch, and his Silver 
hiked Sword, and some Parchment Writings of con- 
siderable Value. On his Submission he requested 
his Writings ; they accordingly delivered them up; let 
him pass, arid helped him to his Watch again, which 
they placed in the Hands of Mr. Corket, a Pawn- 
Broker in Houndsditch. They also took Opportuni- 
ties to rob ail the Butchers and Higlers from Epping- 
Forest to Woodford, and continued so doing for 
several Times ; and particularly one old Woman, who 
wore a high crowned Hat of her Mother's as she said, 
which Hat they took and searched, and out of the 
Lining found three Pounds, and gave her the Hat 
again. On Acton-Common they also met two Cha- 
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riots with Gentlemen and Ladies in them, and robbed 
them in Money, Watches, and other things to the 
Value of thirty Pounds. My Readers, from these 
Instances, must have a tolerable Notion of Everett's 
Humour. It may prove entertaining therefore to 
give them a Specimen of his own Manner of relat- 
ing his Adventures, and therefore I insert the follow- 
ing in his own Words. 

Soon after our last Achievement, my old comrade 
Dick Bird and I, stopped a Coach in the Evening in 
Hounslow Heath, in which (amongst other Passengers) 
were two precise, but courageous Qliakers, who had 
the Assurance to call us Sons of Violence; and 
refusing to comply with our reasonable Demands, 
jumped out of the Coach to give us Battle ; -whereupon 
we began a sharp Engagement, and shewed them 
that the Arm of Flesh was too strong for the Spirit, 
which seemed to move very powerfully within them. 
After a short Contest (though we never offered to 
Fire, for I ever abhorred Barbarity, or the more 
heinous son of -Murder), through the cowardly Per- 
suasions of their Fellow-Travellers they submitted, 
though sorely against their Inclinations. As they 
were stout Fellows and Men every Inch of them, we 
scorned to abuse them, and contented ourselves with 
rifling them of the little Mammon of Unrighteousness 
which they had about them, which amounted to about 
thirty or forty Shillings and their Watches. The 
Rest in the Coach, whose Hearts were sunk into their 
Breeches, Dick fleeced without the least Resistance. 
There was one Circumstance in this Affair, which 
created a little Diversion, and therefore with my 
Reader's Leave I will relate it. The Precisians for 
the most Part, though they are plain in their Dress, 
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wear the best of Commodites, and though a smart 
Topee is, an Abomination, yet a Bob Wig, or a 
natural of six or seven Guineas Price is a modest 
Covering allowed by the Saints. One of the Prigs 
were well furnished in this particular, and flattering 
myself it would become me, I resolved to make it 
lawful Plunder, Without any further Ceremony 
therefore than alleging Exchange was no Robbery, 
I napped his Poll, and dressed him immediately in 
Masquerade with an old Tye, which I had the Day 
before purchased of an antiquated Chelsea Pensioner 
for half a Crown. The other Company though before 
in doleful Dumps for the Loss of the Corriander 
Seed, could not forbear grinning at the merry Meta- 
morphosis ; for our Quaker looked more like a Devil 
than Saint. As companions in Distress ever alle- 
viate its Weight, they invited him with a general 
Laugh into their leathern Convenience again, wished 
us a good Night, and hoped they should have no 
farther Molestation on the Road. We gave them the 
Watch Word, and assured them they should not. 
We then tipped the honest Coachman a Twelver to 
drink our Healths, and brushed off the Ground. 

About a Week or ten Days after, my Brother Dick 
and I projected a new Scheme, more humble than the 
former, to take a Purse without the Charge of Horse- 
hire. Hillington Common we determined to be the 
Scene of Action. We sauntered for some time upon 
the Green, and suffered several to pass by without 
Molestatiop ; but at last we espyed two Gentlemen 
well mounted coming towards us, who we imagined 
might be able to replenish our empty Purses, so we 
prepared for an Attack, whereupon after the usual 
Salutation, I stopped the Foremost and demanded his 
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Cash, his Watch and other Appurtenances thereunto 
belonging ; and assured him I was a younger Brother 
of an Honourable but numerous Family ; that to work 
I had no Inclination, and to beg I was ashamed ; and 
that since I had at present no other way for a Liveli- 
hood, if such a Demand at first View might appear a 
little immodest or unreasonable, I hoped he would 
excuse it, as Necessity and not Choice was the fatal 
Inducement. My Brother Dick was as rhetorical in 
his Apologies with the Hindermost, whom he dis- 
mounted. We used them with more good Manners 
and Humanity than the Common Pads, who act for 
the most Part like Turks and yews than Christians 
in such Enterprizes, to the eternal Scandal of the 
Profession. We contented ourselves with what 
Silver and little Gold they had about them, which 
amounted to about three or four Pounds, and their 
gold Watches, one of which, as well as I remember, 
was of Tompions make, and which I afterwards 
pawned for five Guineas to a Fellow, that the Week 
after broke, and ran away with it ; so that I had not 
the Opportunity of restoring it again to the proper 
Owner, for which I heartily beg his Pardon, as we 
must own the Gentlemen behaved well, and came 
into our Measures without the least Resistance, so 
they must do us the Justice to acknowledge that we 
treated them as such, and neither disrobed nor abused 
them. We thought it however common Prudence to 
cut the Girths of their Horses' Saddles, and secure 
their Bridles for fear of a Pursuit. Thus flushed 
again with Success, we made the best of our Way to 
Brentford, and there took the Ferry. But Fortune 
though she is a fair, yet she is a fickle Mistress ; her 
Smiles are often false and very precarious. Before 
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we had got ashore, we heard that the Persons had 
got Scent and were in close Search of us, and our 
Triumph had like to have ended in Captivity. 
When we were three Parts over, and out of danger 
of Drowning, we told the Ferry-men our Distress, 
gave them ten Shillings, and obliged them to throw 
their Oars into the Thames. The agreeable Reward, 
and the Fears of being thrown in themselves in Case 
of a Denial, made them readily comply ; in we 
.plunged after them, and soon made the Shore. 
Though we looked like Hob just drawn out of the 
Well, those that saw us imagined it was only a 
drunken Frolic. Our expeditious Flight soon dried 
our Clothes, and without catching the least Cold, we 
both arrived safe that Night in London. We con- 
gratulated each other, you may imagine, on our 
happy and narrow Escape, and solaced ourselves, 
after the Fatigue of the Day, with a Mistress and a 
Bottle. 

I have copied these Pages from Mr. Everett's Book, 
that my Readers might have a clear and just Idea 
of those Notions which these unhappy Men entertain 
of the Life they lead, and hope they may be of some 
Use, in giving such Youths as are too apt to be 
taken with their low Kind of Jests, a just Abhor- 
rence of committing Villaiixy, merely to divert the 
Mob, and make themselves the sole Topic of Dis- 
course in Ale-houses and Cellars. But to return to 
Everett : he was taken up upon Suspicion and com- 
mitted to New-Prison, where he continued three 
Years, behaving himself so well in the Prison, that 
the Justices ordered him his Liberty, and he was 
thereupon made Turnkey of that Place. In this Post 
he continued to act so honestly, that he got a toler- 
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able Reputation, taking the Red-Lion Alehouse in 
Turnmill-Street, Cow-Cross, in order to live the 
better, resigning his Place of Turnkey as soon as he 
was settled in it. The old Master of the Prison 
died, and he who succeeded him was a Footman of 
the Duchess of Newcastle. Not being very well ac- 
quainted with the nature of his new Office, he tried 
to prevail with Everett to return to his former Condi- 
tion, and accept the Key from him. Promises and 
Entreaties were not long made in vain. Everett was 
sensible there was Money to be got, and therefore, 
upon the fair Promises of the Keeper, became Turn- 
key again ; but when he had shewn his Master the 
Art of governing such a Territory as his was ; when 
he had instructed him in the secrets of raising Money, 
and shewn him the Methods of managing the several 
Sorts of Prisoners that were committed to his Care, 
his Superior quickly gave him to understand, that he 
had now done all he wanted, and the next kind 
Office would be to quit his Place ; for it is with those 
sort of People, as with some in a higher Station, 
though they at first caress Men who are better ac- 
quainted with Affairs than themselves, in order to im- 
prove their own Knowledge ; yet no sooner do they 
think themselves qualified to go on without their 
Assistance, but they grow uneasy at such Services, 
and are never quiet until they are rid of Men whose 
Abilities are their greatest Faults. Soon after 
Everett was turned out, to make Room for the 
Keeper's Brother, he had the additional Misfortune 
to keep an Account with a Person who too hastily 
demanded his Money ; and yohn, not being able to 
pay it, he was thereupon arrested, and thrown into 
Gaol. He quickly turned himself over to the Fleet, 
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where he first took the Rules, and then got into the 
Thistle and Crown Alehouse in the Old-Bailey. 
There he lived for a while, and afterwards took the 
Cock in the same Place, where he lived for three 
Years with an indifferent Reputation, until he was 
prevailed on to take the Fleet-Cellar, and became 
very busy in the Execution of the then Wardens 
Project, until the Committee of the House of Com- 
mons thought fit to commit both of them to Newgate. 
This effectually undid him, for while he was a 
Prisoner there, the Brewer made a Seizure of his 
whole Stock of Beer, to the Value of three hundred 
Pounds ; and this it was, as he himself said, which 
posted him out upon the Highway again. It is impos- 
sible to say whether we may depend upon the Pro- 
testations he made, that he should never otherwise 
have gone upon the Road again, but have lived and 
died free, at least from that Sort of Wickedness, 
which indeed he had Reason to dislike, since he had 
saved his Life before by impeaching Bird his Com- 
panion, who was hanged at Chelmsford at the Assizes 
held there for the County of Essex. When he had 
once taken the Resolution into his Head, it was not 
long before he equipped himself with Necessaries for 
his Employment. The first Robbery he committed 
was ypon a Lady in a Chariot, and the Lady desir- 
ing that he would put up his Pistol, for fear of fright- 
ening a Child of six Years' old in the Coach with her, 
he did so, and took from her a Guinea and some 
Silver, without touching her gold Watch, or any 
other Valuables that she had about her. He had 
scarcely committed the Robbery, before the Lady's 
Husband and another Gentleman and his Company 
came up, and the Incident being related to them. 
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they immediately pursued him as hard as their 
Horses could gallop, and before long came so close 
up with him, that he was hardly got into the Globe 
Tavern, in Hatton Garden, and had sent away his 
Horse, before they passed by the Door. As soon as 
he thought they were out of Sight, he slipped away 
with all the Precaution he was able, and got into a 
little blind Alehouse in Holborn, where he had 
scarcely lit a Pipe, and called for a Tankard of 
Drink, before he perceived both the Gentlemen look- 
ing very earnestly about, though he now looked upon 
himself as out ■ of all Danger. It was a short Time 
after this, that he committed the last Fact, which was 
the robbing of Mrs. Manley, and a Lady who was in 
the Chariot with her, a black Boy being behind the 
Coach. He got safe enough off, and to Town, after 
this Robbery ; but how it was I cannot tell, his 
Neighbours suspected him, and talked of him as 
a Highwayman, and reported very confidently that 
he was taken up, as it seems he was, but discharged 
again for want of Evidence. He was speedily seized 
again, and being committed to Newgate, was brought 
to his Trial at the Old Bailey for the last-named 
Fact. Mrs. Ellis deposed that the Prisoner was the 
Person who robbed the Coach, and that she observed 
him follow it when they came out of Town. Mrs. 
Manley deposed also to his being the Person who 
robbed them, and William Cofee, a Negro Boy, who 
was behind the Coach, swore positively to his Face. 
Several Men, who were present at his being appre- 
hended, swore that he had a Pistol, Dagger, six 
Bullets, a Flint, and Powder-horn about him, under a 
red Rug Coat. His Defence was trivial, and the 
Jury, upon a short Consultation, found him Guilty. 
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Under Sentence of Death he behaved very indiffer- 
ently, sometimes appearing tolerably cool, at others 
in a grievous Passion, especially at the Keepers, if 
they refused him such Liberties as he thought fit to 
ask. When he was first condemned, he flattered 
himself with Hopes of Life, if it were possible for 
him to prevail on the Ladies whom he had robbed 
to Petition in his Favour, in order to induce them to 
which, he wrote the following Letter, though to no 
purpose ; for the Death Warrant came down, and he 
was included with the before-mentioned Prisoners. 

The Letter. 
Madam, 

/ Crave Leave, with all Htimility and Respect, to 
address you and Madam Ellis, and with the utmost; 
Suhnission and Concern, do Mimbly beg both your 
Pardons for the Fears and Surprize my Misfortunes 
reduced me to pitt you and the Children into, whose 
Cries moved so much Compassion in me, that I had 
not Power to purstte with any Rigour, my desperate 
Design, which your Ladyship must have perceived by 
the Consternation I was struck into on a sudden. My 
sole Intention was, if I could have got £50, to settle 
myself in a Public-House, and to take up an honest, 
Cotcrse of Life ; but I do own at best it is a very 
heinous Crime : yet, Madam, you will recollect after 
what Manner I treated you, and at the same Tim,e 
consider the Methods taken by others on the like Occa-. 
sions. This Necessity I was driven to, by adhering to 
a certain Master I lately served. Obeying his tmlaw- 
ful Commands, and following his wicked and per- 
nicious Counsels, brought me to Poverty, and con- 
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sequently to this unhappy State I now labour under, 
and I had become, almost as m.uch as himself, tJte 
Scorn and Hatred of Mankind. I say. Madam, if 
you will be so good as to consider all these unhappy 
Circumstances, atid that Necessity admits of no Con- 
tradiction, and will, I am persuaded, inspire Com- 
passion in generous Souls [a Character you both 
deservedly bear), and as a Fellow-Creature, I beg 
Mercy at your Ladyship's Hands, by signing a Peti- 
tion to the Recorder yi?r m.e, to the End he may be in- 
duced to m^ke a favourable Report, and thereby m.ove 
his most sacred Majesty to Clemsncy, by mitigating the 
Sentence to some other corporal Punishment, and shall 
dedicate the Rest of my Days in praying for both your 
Happiness and Prosperity in this World, and eternal 
Felicity and Bliss in that to come ; and crave Leave, 
with due Diffidence, Madam., to subscribe myself. 

Your Ladyship's most devoted, 

Afflicted Humble Servant, 
John Everett. 

The Ordinary of Newgate, in the Account he has 
given of this Prisoner, has drawn as bad a Character 
as he is able, and in order to do it, has gathered to- 
gether all the ill Terms he could think of, even 
though some of them are contrary to one another. 
The Truth is, that the Fellow in himself had Abund- 
ance of ill Qualities, with some Good Ones ; and 
especially good Nature, of which he had a very large 
Share. Lewd Women brought him to his Ruin ; for 
to their Company he continually addicted himself; 
and with his low Intrigues amongst them, is the Book 
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I have mentioned stuffed from one End to the other. 
As to Religion it is certain he had very Httle of it 
before he was confined, so it is not very Hkely that 
he should make any great Proficiency while he re- 
mained there. He was careless indeed under his 
Misfortunes, but did not give himself up to any loose 
or profane Expressions, but on the contrary attended 
at Chapel, with Decency at least, if not with De- 
votion. Some Attempts were made to save his Life, 
by engaging him to make Discoveries in an Affair of 
high Concern, but all was ineffectual, and he suffered 
on the 20th oi February, 1729 — 30, with less Appre- 
hension than might have been expected from a Man 
under his unhappy Circumstances. The ExeaUioner, 
to put him the sooner out of his Pain, jumped upon 
his Shoulders, and thereby broke the Rope ; but he 
was soon tied up again, and there remained until the 
rest were cut down. At the Time of his Execution 
he was forty-four Years of Age, or thereabouts. 
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7)^^ ZzW^ ^ Robert Drummond a Highwayman, 

««^ Ferdinando Shrimpton, a Highwayman and 

Murderer. 

OBERT Drummond was the Brother of 
fam-es Drummond whom we have before 
mentioned. He had formerly dealt in hard 
Wares, and thereby lived with some Repu- 
tation in the Town of Sunderland. Nobody ever 
dreamed that he went upon the Highway for Money ; 
but it was not long that he continued even to put a 
Mask upon his Villany, but on the contrary gave way 
to his wild and debauched Temper, and committed 
a thousand Extravagancies, which soon created Sus- 
picions, and occasioned his being apprehended on 
suspicion of a Robbery, which being clearly made 
out at the ensuing Assizes, he was thereupon con- 
victed, pardoned, and transported. But he soon 
found a Way to return into England, and grew one 
of the most daring and mischievous Robbers, that 
ever infested the Road. The Multitude of his Rob- 
beries made his Person so well known, that it is 
wonderful he should so long escape, especially con- 
sidering the Roughness and Cruelty of his Temper. 
He never used anybody well, firing upon any one who 
attempted to ride away from him, and beating and 
abusing those who submitted to him. He drew in, 
as has been said before, his Brother fames, and de- 
serting him when pursued and in Danger, he was the 
Occasion of his Death. It was also suspected that 
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Shrimpton and he were the Persons who committed 
the Robberies for which Knowland and Westwood 
were executed. However he continued for a con- 
siderable Space after the two Shrimptons and he 
robbed together, committing sometimes Nine or Ten 
Robberies in one Night, until they were all three 
apprehended, and William Shrimpton became an 
Evidence against the two. 

Ferdinando Shrimpton, the other Malefactor, was a 
Person well educated. His Father was one of the 
greatest Highwaymen in England. He lived at 
Bristol, and behaved in outward Appearance so well, 
that he was never suspected. But unluckily for 
him one Evening some Constables coming into an 
Inn hastily to apprehended another Person, and his 
guilty Heart making him afraid that they were come 
in search of nobody but himself, he thereupon imme- 
diately drew a pistol and shot one of them dead. 
For this Murder, being convicted, he readily con- 
fessed his former Offences, and after his Execution 
for the aforesaid Crime, was hung in Chains. As 
for this unhappy Man's Son Ferdinando, he had been 
bred to no Trade, but after his Father's Death served 
as a Foot-Soldier in the Guards, and eked out his 
pay by taking the same Steps which his Father had 
done before him. Never any Fellow was of a bolder 
and of a more audacious Spirit than he, and after 
he had once associated himself with Drummond, 
they quickly forced William. Shrimpton, who was 
Ferdinando s Cousin-German, to commit one or two 
Facts with him, and afterwards would never suffer 
him to be quiet. On Hounslow-Heath, it seems 
Shrimpton robbed a Man of a Horse, a Silver Watch, 
and some Money. The Man applied himself to 
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Shrimpton when he was apprehended, begging that 
he would find a Way to help him to his Horse again. 
Shrimpton promised he would, and for a Guinea was 
as good as his Word, though the Gelding was worth 
Fifteen Pounds ; but as for his Watch, nothing 
either was, or as they pretended could be, told about 
it. But this was only for Fear of disobliging the 
Pawn-Broker to whom they had sent it ; for Shrimp- 
ton afterwards, upon the Owner's sending thirty-four 
Shillings by his Wife, had it again, though Ferdinando 
was very much disobliged that he received but half 
a Crown for his Trouble. Drummond, he, and his 
Cousin being seized, William turned evidence 
against them, and at the ensuing Sessions at the 
Old-Bailey, Shrimpton being indicted for the Murder 
of Simon Prebent, Mr. Tysons Coachman, and 
Robert Drumm,ond for aiding, abetting, and assisting 
him, they were both upon full Evidence convicted. 
They were also convicted for a Robbery on the High- 
way, on Mr. Tyson after the Death of the Coachman. 
They were a third Time indicted together, for as- 
saulting Robert Fiirnel on the Highway, taking from 
him a Watch of great Value, a Guinea and a half, 
some Silver, and a Whip, together with some other 
Things of Value. They were also indicted afresh 
for assaulting Jonathan Cockhoofs on the Highway, 
talcing from him a Bay Gelding Value Nine Pounds, 
several roasting Pigs and Pieces of Pork, &c., of all 
which they were found Guilty, the Facts being as 
clear and as strong against them as possible. 

Under Sentence of Death, they behaved them- 
selves with great Obstinacy and Resolution, refused 
to give any Account of their Crimes, but in general 
would say that they were great and notorious Offend- 
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ers. As to the Fact committed by Knowland and 
Westwood, they would not positively say it was done 
by them, though they could not deny it ; only when 
pressed upon it, Drummond would say in a Passion, 
What, would you have us take upon us all the Rob- 
beries that were committed in the Country ? which 
was all that could be got from him, even when he 
was at the Point of Death, and the Wife of Know- 
land earnestly begged that he would tell the Truth, 
as he was now entering into another World, and the 
owning or not owning of those Facts could in no way 
prejudice him. As to the barbarous Murder com- 
mitted upon Mr. Tysons Coachman, it did not seem 
to make the least Impression upon their Spirits. 
Shrimp ton, by whose Hands the Man was killed, 
never appeared one Whit more uneasy, when the 
Sermon on Murder was peculiarly preached on his 
Account; but on the contrary talked and jested with 
his Companions as he was wont to do. In a Word, 
more hardened, obstinate, and impenitent Wretches 
were never seen ; for as they were wanting in all 
the Principles of Religion, so they were void even 
of Humanity and good Nature. They valued Blood 
no more than they did Water, but were ready to shed 
the first with as little Concern as they spilt the latter. 
Inured to Wickedness and Rapine, old in Years and 
covered in Offences, they yielded their last Breaths 
at Tyburn with very little Sign of Contrition or Re- 
pentance, on the 1 7th of February, 1 730, Drummond 
being about fifty, and Shrimpton about thirty Years 
of Age. 



3o8 The Life of 




The Life ^William Newcomb, a House-Breaker. 

|HOUGH the many Instances we have of 
late Years had of amazing Wickednesses 
committed by Lads (who, one would scarce 
believe, would be capable of executing them, 
much less of contriving Schemes so full of Cunning 
and of Guilt) ought in a great Measure to prevent 
our being surprised at anything of the same Kind, 
let it be committed by ever such a Stripling, yet I 
confess it was not without Wonder, that J perused 
the Papers relating to this unfortunate young Man, 
so remarkable an Instance of a great Capacity for 
Mischief. He never once evidenced either Care or 
Ability in succeeding in an honest Way, but on the 
contrary was assiduous only to attain as much Money 
as might put him in the Road of Debauchery, and 
then stupidly gave himself up to squandering it in the 
Gratification of his Lusts, until Indigence brought 
him to rack his Invention again, and his second At- 
tempt, proving abortive, brought him to the Gallows. 
He was born of honest Parents, who took Care 
enough in his Education to qualify him for the Busi- 
ness of a Shoemaker, for which they designed him, 
and to which they put him Apprentice. He had not 
served above three Years of his Time before he 
robbed his Master of a considerable Sum of Money. 
The Man having a Respect for his Family, put him 
away without prosecuting him. His Father took 
him home, but reproached him often for the villain- 
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ous Facts he committed. He went away from him, 
and lay about the Town, intending to take the first 
Opportunity that offered to steal a good Booty, and 
then to march off into the Country. At last after 
consulting with himself for some Time, he fixed 
upon a Banking House in Lombard-street, within 
two Doors of the Church of St. Edmund the 
King, thinking with himself, that if once he could get 
into that House, he should make himself at a Blow. 
In order to do it, he got into the Church over Night 
and stayed there till Morning, when just as it began 
to grow light, he steered down Stairs into the Shop, 
having got over the Top of Mr. Jenkifis House. 
Watching his Opportunity, be laid hold of a single 
Bag, and slipped out of Doors with it. The Booty 
indeed was a large one, for it happened that what he 
took was all Gold, and was upwards of eight hundred 
Guineas, which put it in his Power to shew himself 
in that state of Life which he most admired. For 
sending for a Tailor, he had two or three Suits of 
fine Clothes made, bought him a couple of Geldings, 
hired a Footman in Livery to attend him, and thus 
equipped set out for the Horse Races at Newmarket. 
Women and Gaming very soon reduced the Bulk of 
his Gold ; and in six or seven Months, finding his 
Pockets low, he returned to London in order to re- 
plenish himself. The great Success he before had in 
robbing a Banker, and his knowing that nobody was 
so likely to furnish him with ready Money, put him 
upon making the like Attempt at Mr. Hoars, into 
whose House he got, and endeavoured to conceal 
himself as conveniently as he could for that Purpose. 
But being detected and apprehended on the Roof of 
the House, whither he had fled to avoid Pursuit, he 
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was committed to Newgate, and at the next Sessions 
at the Old Bailey, was tried for Burglary, and 
convicted. 

Under Sentence of Death he behaved with great 
Mildness and CiviHty ; he confessed his having been 
as great a Sinner as his Years would give him Leave, 
addicted to Whoring, Drunkenness, Gaming, and 
having quite obliterated all the religious Principles 
which his former Education had instilled into him. 
However he endeavoured to retrieve as much as 
possible the Knowledge of his Duty, and to fulfil it 
by praying to Almighty God for the Forgiveness of 
his many Offences, and in this Disposition of Mind 
he departed his Life, on the 1 7th of February, 1 730, 
being about nineteen Years of Age. 



The Life of Stephen Dowdale, a Thief 

[HIS unfortunate Man was the Son of 
Parents in good Circumstances in the King- 
dom of Ireland, who were careful of giving 
him the best Education they were capable 
of, both as to Letters and as to the Principles of the 
Christian Religion; yet from some Hope they had 
of his succeeding in a Military Way, they chose 
rather to let him serve in the Army than to bring 
him up to any particular Trade. It seems he be- 
haved so well in the Regiment of Dragoons in which 
he served, that his Officers advanced him to the Post 
of a Serjeant, and just as the Peace was concluded he 
had Hopes of being made a Quarter-Master, but the 
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Regiment being then broke, his hopes were all 
dissipated, and he was thrown upon the World to 
shift for himself as well as he could. In Ireland he 
remained with his Friends some Years, but finding 
by Degrees that their Kindness cooled, and that it 
would be impossible for him to submit much longer, 
upon the Bounty of Relations, he thereupon resolved 
to come over at once into England, and endeavour 
to live here by his Wits. The Gaming Tables were 
his chief resort ; but finding that Fortune was a 
Mistress not to be depended upon, he resolved to 
take some more certain Method of Living, and for 
that purpose associated himself with Ten or a Dozen 
Knights of the Road. He continued his Practices 
without the least Suspicion for a considerable Time, 
during which he appeared as one of the greatest 
Beaus at the other End of the Town. But growing 
uneasy in the Midst of the seeming Gaiety in which 
he lived, and being under some Apprehensions that 
one or more of his Companions were meditating 
Means of making their own Peace with the Govern- 
ment at the expense of his Life, he resolved to pre- 
vent them, and thereupon surrendered himself on his 
own Accord into the Hands of a Constable, and gave 
the best Information he was able against all his Con- 
federates. But however it was, most of them had 
previous Knowledge of the Warrants issued against 
them, and thereby made their Escape ; whilst others 
were acquitted by the Jury, notwithstanding his 
Evidence against them, so that the Public not being 
likely to reap any Benefit by his Discovery, some 
People thought proper to turn his own Confession 
upon himself. Accordingly at the next sessions at 
the Old Bailey, he was indicted for feloniously steal- 
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ing a Gold Watch of the Value of Twenty Pounds, 
out of the House of Thomas Martin, on the 30th 
of ^«^^^ preceding the Indictment. He was also 
indicted for feloniously stealing a Diamond Ring out 
of the Shop of John Trible, on the 25th of Augtist ; 
both these Facts were in the Information he had 
made, and therefore the Proof was clear and direct 
against him, and beyond his Power to avoid by any 
Defence. 

Under Sentence of Death he behaved himself with 
great Resignation, and seemed to be very penitent 
for those numerous Offences he had committed, 
though now and then he let fall Expressions which 
shewed that he thought himself hardly dealt with by 
those who had received his Confession. However, 
what with Fear and Concern, and what with the 
Moistness of the Place wherein he was confined, he 
fell into a grievous Distemper, which quickly in- 
creased into a high Fever, affected his Senses, and 
shortly after took away his Life, just as a very worthy 
Gentleman in the Commission of the Peace for 
Middlesex had procured his Life, which was thus 
ended by the Course of Nature, in the Cells of 
Newgate, he being then in the forty-fourth Year of 
his Age. He died on the 5th of April, 1 730. 




Abraham Israel, a Thief. 
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The Life of h.'Qv.hB.kM. Israel, a Jew, a Private Thief. 

hS it is a very ordinary Case for Fiction to be 
imposed on the World for Truth, so it 
sometimes happens that truth hath such 
extraordinary Circumstances attending it, 
as well nigh bring it to pass for Fiction. The Adven- 
tures of this unhappy Man, have something in them 
strange, and which excite Pity ; for a Man must be 
wanting in Humanity who can look upon a young 
Person endowed with the natural Advantage of a 
good Genius, lightened by the acquired Accomplish- f 
ments of Learning, fall of a Sudden from honest and 
reputable Behaviour into Debauchery, Wickedness, 
and Rapine, Methods that lead to certain Destruction, 
and as it were to drag Men to violent and shameful 
"Deaths. This unfortunate Person, Abraham Israel, 
was born of Parents of the Hebrew Nation, of good 
Character and good Circumstances, at Presburg, in 
the Kingdom of Htmgary. They were exceedingly 
desirous of giving their Son a good Education, and 
therefore sent him to study in the Jewish College at 
Pragite, in Bohemia, where they allowed him about 
two hundred Pounds Sterling a Year, He improved 
under the Tuition of the Rabbles there to a great 
Degree, insomuch that he was admired by them as 
a Prodigy of Learning. His Behaviour in every 
other Way was unblameable. Not spending above 
half what his Father sent him, he distributed the 
Rest among the Indigent Scholars there, of all 
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Nations and Religions. As a Mark of his early and 
polite Genius, we have thought proper to entertain 
our Readers with a short Description of the City of 
Prague, which he wrote in the German Tongue, and 
which on this Occasion we have ventured to trans- 
late into English. 

"Prague is the Capital of the Kingdom of Bohemia, 
which, as if protected by Nature, is encompassed 
round with high Mountains ; throughout all Europe 
there is no Soil more fertile or better adapted to 
the Plough. The Fruits there are fine, and great 
Quantities ; Fowl is plentiful almost to Excess, the 
Cattle are large and excellent; in fine, nothing is 
poor, wretched, or miserable there, except the People, 
who are Slaves to their Lords, never enjoy even the 
F'ruits of their own hard Labour. But to return to 
Prague, it is a City situated on a Hill, part of it 
stretching down the Plain, having the River Muldan 
running through it. The Buildings are of so large 
Extent, that this City is divided into three, and by 
some into four Cities. The old City lies on the 
East of the River, is exceedingly populous, and the 
Houses are in that Quarter fair, but old fashioned. 
This is the Quarter assigned unto our Nation (z. e. 
the Jews), where we enjoy greater Privileges, and are 
treated with more Lenity than in any other Part of 
Germany. The Heads of our People deal to very 
great Advantage in Jewels and precious Stones, dug 
out of the Bohemian Mines. The lesser Town on 
the other Side of the River, is more beautiful in its 
Buildings than the old Town, and has fine Gardens 
and stately Palaces, amongst which there is the fa- 
mous one of Count Wallestein, the Magnificence of 
which may be the better guessed from our knowing 
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that a hundred Houses were pulled down to make 
Room for it. Its Hall is thought one of the finest 
in all Ettrope, its Gardens are wonderfully stately, and 
the Stables which he built here for his Horses are 
almost beyond Description ; Marble Pillars parted 
the Standing of each Horse from another. The 
Racks were of polished Steel, and their Mangers of 
the finest Marble, and over the Head of each Stand 
was placed the Figure of each Horse, as large as Life. 
This famous Man, who was the greatest Captain of 
his Time, after having built this sumptuous Palace, 
re-established the Emperor's Power, almost utterly 
broken by the Swedes. Growing at last too powerful 
for a Subject, (or as the Germans say) endeavouring 
to make himself Master of the Kingdom of Bohemia, 
he was, if not by the Command, at least by the Con- 
nivance of the Emperor, Ferdinand, privately assas- 
sinated in the City of Egra, in the Year 1634, by 
certain Irish Officers, in whom he reposed the great- 
est Confidence. Since his Time Prague has seen 
no more powerful Person among her Countrymen ; 
on the Contrary, the Inhabitants now in general are 
poor," and their Habits mean, the Hebrew Nation 
being obliged, both Men and Women, to wear a par- 
ticular Garb. Its Streets are dirty, and nothing but 
the Imperial Palace preserves any thing of its Gran- 
deur. The same Fate hath befallen the other Bohe- 
mian Cities, and thus in a Land of Paradise, the 
People live like Slaves." 

When thirteen Years of Age, the unfortunate 
Abraham was, by his Father, recalled from College. 
At his Return home, every one was surprised at the 
prodigious Knowledge which he had acquired while 
at Prague. Those of their Nation who resided at 
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Presburg, desired Abraham's Father that his Son 
might, according to the Custom of the Hebrews, read 
in the Synagogue, which accordingly he did with 
great and deserved Applause. His Relations, and 
the rich yews of the Town, loaded him the next Day 
with valuable Presents, in order to shew their Venera- 
tion for the Religion and Learning of their Ancestors ; 
but these Encouragements being heaped on a vain 
and ambitious Temper, were the Ruin of a Youth 
hitherto virtuous in his Conduct, and passionately 
fond of Learning. For growing on a sudden con- 
ceited of his own Abilities, and puffed up with the 
Vanity of having excelled his Equals, he began to 
addict himself to acquire higher Accomplishments, 
grew fond of Music, delighted in Dancing Schools, 
would needs be taught Fencing and Riding, and 
from the Studies preparative to making a grave 
Rabby, jumped all of a sudden to the Qualities neces- 
sary to finish a Jewish Fop. His relations soon 
shewed, by the Alteration of their Conduct, how little 
they approved his new State of Life ; but that 
signified nothing to him ; he still went on at his old 
Rate, until at last perceiving his Parents would do 
nothing for him, he went with an idle Woman to 
Amsterdam. There he was uneasy, not knowing 
what Course of Life to take, but at last submitted to 
wearing a Livery, and got into Service. He behaved 
himself amongst the Spanish fews so well, that they 
gave him a Recommendation to Baron Swasso in 
England, upon which he came over hither, and 
entered his Service. He recommended him to Mr. 
Jacob Mendez de Costa, there he staid for some Time, 
with a good Character as a diligent Servant. From 
him he went to Mr. Villareal on College-Hill. It 
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seems that while he continued at the Hague, he fell 
in Love with a young Woman there, who continually 
ran in his Head after his coming over hither. As 
soon therefore as he got Money enough, he went 
over to the Hague, on purpose to make her a Visit. 
When he came there, he found she was gone, which 
made him uneasy ; yet he resolved not to go to 
Amsterdam, whither he heard she went from the 
Hague. However it was not long before she was 
thrown in his way ; for upon his coming over again 
to London, where he got into Service of Mr. Jacob 
Mendez de Costa, he heard at a Barber s Shop of a 
young Maid just brought over from Holland, who 
was then at her Uncle's in St. Mary-Axe, not know- 
ing where to get a Place. Upon inquiring her Name, 
he found it to be his old Acquaintance and Mistress 
at the Hague. It was not long before he turned out 
the Cook at the Place where he lived, and brought 
her home in her Place. For a while she behaved 
like an honest and industrious Servant ; but one 
Night, as Abraham went to bed, he saw her opening 
an Escritoire with a Knife, which she said she could 
at any Time do. Abraham at first forbad her, but 
she, by her Endearments, quickly brought him over 
to her Views, insomuch that after having lain with 
her, he consented to rummage the Escritoire. In it 
they found Diamond Rings and Jewels,, to a very 
great Value. The Wench said to him, holding up 
a fine Diamond Ring, Abraham you might take this, 
and it would prove the making of us both ; but the 
Fellow would not listen to her. However, they 
agreed to take five Guineas, which when they had 
done, they went to Bed together according to Custom. 
Sometime after they begged a Holiday, and going 
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out together borrowed some more money from the 
same Bank ; but staying out all Night, she lost her 
Place, whereupon she went back to her Uncle's, and 
afterwards got into a Place in Winchester-street. 
There Abraham visited her, and suspecting that she 
was with Child, asked her very gravely and kindly, 
whether it were so ? She said. No, and pretended 
to want Money, upon which he turned back and gave 
her a Guinea. Some time after he came to see her 
again, asked her the same Question, and had the 
same Answer. Yet in a few Hours after she caused 
him to be apprehended by the Parish Officers, the 
Expenses whereof cost him five Guineas imme- 
diately, and he was obliged to deposit fourteen 
Guineas more as a Security that he would idemnify 
the Parish. This threw him out of his Place, though 
he got into another, and behaved well in it, yet going 
into the Service of Mr. fohn Mendez de Costa, he 
became there so uneasy on Account of his Child, and 
some other troublesome Affairs, that he ventured on 
stealing eight Silver Spoons, five Silver Forks, two 
Pair of Silver Canisters, a Diamond Ring valued at 
two hundred and fifty Pounds, a Pair of Diamond 
Earings worth ninety Pounds, three Diamond 
Buckles, and other Goods of a Great Value. For 
this Fact he was prosecuted, and on full Evidence 
convicted. Under Sentence of Death, the Ordinary 
observed that he appeared to be better acquainted 
with Hebrew than is common amongst the Jews, 
He came up to the Chapel rather for Air than for 
Devotion ; however he one Day sang Part of a Psalm. 
His Hatred against his Prosecutor was strong and 
unconquerable ; for when the Minister told him it 
was his Duty to forgive him, he said he did not 
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know whether it was or no according to their Law, 
and sometimes said, that Heaven might deal with the 
same Justice by him hereafter, as he had been dealt 
with here. 

As the Time of his Death approached, he grew 
graver, and read more constantly in those Books he 
had in Hebrew Characters of his own Religion ; how- 
ever he wrote a Letter to the -Gentleman he robbed 
in very harsh Terms, and applied to him some of 
the Imprecations of the Hundred-and-Ninth Psalm. 
At the Place of Execution he had two Men with him, 
who were muttering something or other in his Ear. 
He had a little Hebrew Prayer-Book in his Hand, 
and read in it, when being again persuaded to for- 
give his Prosecutor, he at last in a faint Voice an- 
swered, he did. He then submitted to his Fate at 
Tyburn, on the 20th May, 1730, being about twenty- 
two Years of Age. He had several Relations who 
were worth a great Deal of Money in England, and 
they took care of his Body. 



The Life ^Ebenezer Ellison, a notorious Irish 

Thief 

|ITH Respect to this Malefactor I have 
nothing to acquaint the World with, but 
what is taken from his own Speech, which 
was printed at Dublin, and said to be pub- 
lished there by his own Desire for the common 
Good. It made a great Noise there then, and may 




320 The Life of 

perhaps serve to entertain you now, wherefore I pro- 
ceed to give it you in his own Words. 

I am now going to suffer the just Punishment of 
my Crimes, prescribed by the Law of God and my 
Country. I know it is the constant Custom, that 
those who come to this Place should have Speeches 
made for them, and cried about in their own Hear- 
ing, as they are carried to Execution ; and truly they 
are such Speeches, that although our Fraternity be an 
ignorant illiterate People, they would make a Man 
ashamed to have such Nonsense and false English 
charged upon him, even when he is going to the 
Gallows. They contain a pretended Account of our 
Birth and Family, of the Facts for which we are to 
die, of our sincere Repentance, and a Declaration of 
our Religion. I cannot expect to avoid the same 
Treatment with my Predecessors ; however, having 
had an Education one or two Degrees better than 
those of my Rank and Profession, I have been con- 
sidering ever since my commitment, what might be 
proper for me to deliver upon this Occasion. 

And first, I cannot say from the Bottom of my 
Heart, that I am truly sorry for the Offence I have 
given to God and the world ; but I am very much 
so for the bad Success of my Villanies, in bringing 
me to this untimely End : for it is plainly evident, 
that after having some Time ago obtained a Pardon 
from the Crown, I again took up my old Trade, my 
evil Habits were so rooted in me, and I was grown so 
unfit for any other kind of Employment, and there- 
fore, although in Compliance with my Friends, I re- 
solve to go to the Gallows, after the usual Manner, 
kneeling with a Book in my Hand, and my Eyes 
lifted up, yet shall I feel no more Devotion in my 
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Heart, than I observed in some of my Comrades, 
who have been drunk among common Whores the 
very Night before their Execution. I can say further, 
from my own Knowledge, that two of my own Fra- 
ternity, after they had been hanged and wonderfully 
came to Life, and made their Escapes, as it some- 
times happens, proved afterwards the wickedest 
Rogues I ever knew, and so continued until they 
were hanged again for good and all; and yet they 
had the Impudence at both Times they went up to 
the Gallows to smite their Breasts, and lift up their 
Eyes to Heaven all the Way. • 

" Secondly, from the Knowledge I have of my own 
wicked Disposition, and that of my Comrades, I 
give it as my Opinion, that nothing can be more 
unfortunate to the Public than the Mercy of Govern- 
ment in even pardoning and transporting us, unless 
we betray one another, as we never fail to do if we 
are sure to be well paid ; and then a Pardon may do 
good, by the same Rule that it is better to have but 
one Fox in a Farm than three or four ; but we gene- 
rally make a Shift to return after being transported, 
and are ten times greater Rogues than before, and 
much more cunning. Besides, I know it by Experi- 
ence, that some Hopes we have of finding Mercy 
when we are tried, or after we are condemned, is 
always a great Encouragement to us. 

" Thirdly, nothing is more dangerous to idle young 
Fellows, than the Company of those odious common 
Whores we meet with, and of which this Town is full. 
These Wretches put us upon all Mischief to feed 
their Lust and Extravagance; they are ten times more 
bloody and cruel than Men; their Advice is always 
not to spare if we are pursued ; they get drunk with 
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us, and are common to us all ; and yet if they can get 
anything by it, they are sure to be our Betrayers. 

" Now, as I am a dying Man, something I have 
done which may be of good Use to the PubHc. I 
have left with an honest Man (and indeed the only 
honest Man I ever was acquainted with), the Names 
of all my wicked Brethren, the present Places of 
Abode, with a short Account of the chief Crimes 
they have committed, in many of which I have been 
their Accomplice, and heard the Rest from their own 
Mouths. I have likewise set down the Names of 
those we call our Setters, of the wicked Houses we 
frequent, and of those who receive and buy our stolen 
Goods. I have solemnly charged this honest Man, 
and have received his Promise upon Oath, that when- 
ever he hears of any to be tried for Robbing or House- 
breaking, he will look into his List, and if he finds 
the Name there of the Thief concerned, to send the 
whole Paper to the Government. Of this I here give 
my Companions fair and public Warning, and hope 
they will take it. 

"In the Paper above mentioned, which I left with 
my Friend, I have also set down the Names of the 
several Gentlemen whom we have robbed in Dublin 
Streets for three Years past. I have told the Cir- 
cumstances of those Robberies, .and shewn plainly 
that nothing but the want of common Courage was 
the Cause of their Misfortunes. I have therefore de- 
sired my Friend, that whenever any Gentleman 
happens to be robbed in the Streets, he will get a 
Relation printed and published, with the first Letters 
of those Gentlemen's Names, who by their Want of 
Bravery are likely to be the Cause of all the Mischief 
of that Kind, which may happen for the Future. I 
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cannot leave the World without a short Description 
of the Kind of Life which I have led for some Years 
past, and which is exactly the same with the Rest 
of our wicked Brethren. 

" Although we are generally so corrupted from our 
Childhood, as to have no Sense of Goodness, yet 
something heavy always hangs about us. I know 
not what it is, that we are never easy until we are 
half drunk among our Whores and Companions, nor 
sleep sound, unless we drink longer than we can 
stand. If we go abroad in the Day, a wise Man 
would easily find us to be Rogues by our Faces, we 
have such a suspicious, fearful, and constrained Coun- 
tenance, often turning back, and sneaking through 
narrow Lanes and Alleys. I have never failed of 
knowing a Brother- Thief by his Looks, though I 
never saw him before. Every Man amongst us 
keeps his particular Whore, who is however common 
to us all, when we have a Mind to change. When 
we have got a Booty, if it be Money, we divide it 
equally among our Companions, and soon squander 
it on our Vices in those Houses that receive us ; for 
the Master and Mistress and very Tapster go Snacks, 
and besides make us pay treble Reckonings. If our 
Plunder be Plate, Watches, Rings, Snuff-boxes, and 
the like, we have Customers in all Quarters of the 
Town to take them off I have seen a Tankard sold, 

worth fifteen Pounds, to a Fellow in Street, 

for twenty Shillings, and a Gold Watch for thirty. 
I have set down his Name, and that of several 
others in the Paper already mentioned. We have 
Setters watching in Corners, and by Dead-walls, to 
give us Notice when a Gentleman goes by, especially 
if he be anything in Drink. I believe in my Con- 
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science, that if an Account were made of a thousand 
Pounds in stolen Goods, considering the low Rates 
we sell them at, the Bribes we must give for Con- 
cealment, the Extortions of Alehouse Reckonings, and 
other necessary Charges, there would not remain fifty- 
Pounds clear to be divided among the Robbers ; and 
out of this we must find Clothes for our Whores, be- 
sides treating them from Morning till Night, who in 
Requital reward us with nothing but Treachery and 
the Pox ; for when our Money is gone, they are every 
Moment threatening to inform against us, if we will 
not get out to look for more. If anything in this 
World be like Hell, as I have heard it described by 
our Clergy, the truest Picture of it must be in the 
Back-room of one of our Alehouses at Midnight, 
where a Crew of Robbers and their Whores are met 
together after a Booty, and are beginning to grow 
drunk. From that Time till they are -past their Senses, 
there is such a continued horrible Noise of Cursing, 
Blasphemy, Lewdness, Scurrility, and brutish Beha- 
viour, such Roaring and Confusion, such a Clatter of 
Mugs and Pots at each others' Heads, that Bedlam in 
Comparison is a sober and orderly Place. At last 
they all tumble from their Stools and Benches, and 
sleep away the Rest of the Night ; and generally the 
Landlord or his Wife, or some other Whore who 
has a stronger Head than the Rest, picks their 
Pockets before they awake. The Misfortune is, that 
we can never be easy until we are drunk, and our 
Drunkenness constantly exposes us to be more 
easily betrayed and taken. 

" This is a short Picture of the Life I have 
led, which is more miserable than that of the poorest 
Labourer who works for four-pence a Day ; and yet 



Ebenezer Ellison, a Thief. 325 

Custom is so strong that I am confident, if I could 
make my Escape at the Foot of the Gallows, I 
should be following the same Course this very Even- 
ing ; and that upon the whole, we ought to be looked 
upon as the common Enemies of Mankind, whose 
Interest it is to root us out like Worms, and other 
mischievous Vermin, against which no Fair play is 
required. If I have done Service to Men in what 
I have said, I shall I hope have done Service to 
God, and that will be better than a silly Speech 
made by me full of whining and canting, which I 
utterly despise and have never been used to ; yet 
such a one I expect to have my Ears tormented with 
as I am passing along the Streets. 

" Good People, Fare ye well ; as bad as I am, I 
leave many worse behind me. I hope you shall sec 
me die like a Man, though a Death contrary. 

E. E." 




326 



The Life of 




The Life of James Dalton, a Thief. 

IHE Character of this Criminal is already so 
infamous, and his Crimes so notorious, that 
I may spare myself any introductory Ob- 
servation, such as I have made use of as to 
most of the Rest, with Respect to his Birth ; he was so 
unfortunate as to have the Gallows hereditary to his 
Family. His Father, by Birth an Irishman, was in 
the late Wars in Flanders a Serjeant, but coming 
over here was indicted and hanged for a Street Rob- 
bery. After his Death, Dalton s Mother married a 
Butcher, who not long before Daltons Death was 
transported, and she herself for a like Crime shared 
in the same Punishment. This unhappy young Man 
himself went between his Father's Legs in the Cart, 
when he made his fatal Exit at Tyburn. It has in- 
deed remained a Doubt, whether Dalton the Father 
were a down-right Thief or not ; his own Friends say 
that he was only a Cheat, and one of the most dex- 
terous Sharpers at Cards in England. It seems he 
fell in with some People of his own Profession, who 
thought he got their Money much too easily, and 
therefore made bold to fix him with a down right 
Robbery. As for fames Dalton the younger, he 
from his Infancy was a Thief, and deserved the Gal- 
lows almost as soon as he wore Breeches. He began 
his Pranks with robbing the Maid where he went to 
School. By eleven Years old he got himself into 
the Company of Ftilsom and Field, who were Evi- 
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dences against yonathan Wild and Blueskin, and in 
their Company committed Villanies of every Denom- 
ination, such as picking of Pockets, snatching of Hats 
and Wigs, breaking open Shops, and filching Bundles 
at Dusk of the Evening. All the Money they got by 
these Practices was spent among the common Wo- 
men of the Town, whose Company they frequented. 
Then the Old-Bailey and Smithfield Cloisters became 
the Place of their Resort, from whence they carried 
away Goods to a considerable Quantity, sold them 
at under Rates, and squandered away the Money 
upon Strumpets. Towards Smithfield, and the nar- 
row Lanes and Alleys about it, are the chief Houses 
of Entertainment for such People, where they are 
promiscuously admitted. Men or Women, and have 
Places every way fitted both for Concealing and En- 
tertainment. The Man and Woman of the House 
frequently take Commodities off their Hands at low 
Prices. And the Women who frequent these Places 
soon help them off with what trifling Sums of Money 
they receive ; for though they are utterly void of 
Education, yet Cunning and Flattery are so perfectly 
practised by them, that these bewitched young Rob- 
bers make no Scruple of venturing Soul and Body to 
acquire wherewith to purchase their Favours, which 
are frequently attended with Cirumstances that 
would send them rotten to their Graves, if the Gal- 
lows did not intercept and take them before they got 
half way. But it happened that Field was ap- 
prehended, and immediately made an Information 
against his Companions, Dalton and Fulsom, to save 
himself, whereupon they were obliged to be very cau- 
tious, and durst venture out only in the Night. It 
happened that in Broad St. Giles's they met about 
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twelve o'clock at Night a Captain in the Foot-Guards. 
Dalton commanded the Gentleman to surrender, but 
Persons of his Cloth seldom parting with their Money 
so peaceably, there happened a Skirmish, in which 
Fulsom knocked him down. They afterwards rifled 
him, taking some Silver and a leaden Shilling out of 
his Pocket, together with a Pocket-book, which had 
some Bank Notes in it, and was burnt by them for 
fear it should betray them. But in this Fact Dalton, 
who had not even Honesty enough for a Thief, 
cheated his Companion of seven Guineas and a 
Watch. The Woman to whom they sold their stolen 
Goods, was one Hannah Britton, who, upon Lam- 
bert's being committed to New-Prison, was named in 
his Information, taken up, and committed to Newgate. 
At the Sessions after, she was convicted for that Of- 
fence, and thereupon whipped from Holborn-Bars 
to St. Giles s Pound, which Proceeding so affrighted 
Dalton, that he resolved for a Time to retire out of 
London ; whereupon he and one of his Companions 
went down to Bristol, to see what they could make 
at the Fair. But they were not over lucky in their 
Country Expedition ; for they were apprehended for 
breaking a Shop open, and tried at the Assizes ; but 
the Witnesses not being able to swear directly to 
their Persons, they through the Defect of Evidence, 
were acquitted. As soon as they were out of Prison, 
Dalton returned to London as speedily as he was able, 
where joining himself with the Remainder of the old 
Gang, they shortly after his arrival broke open a Toy- 
shop near Holborn-Bars, and carried off eight hundred 
Pounds' worth of Goods, with a pretty large Sum in 
ready Money. Of the Goods they did not make 
above two hundred-and-fifty Pounds, and as for the 
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ready Money, which was about twenty Pounds, they 
shared it amongst them. Dalton about that Time 
frequenting a House near Golden-Lane, found Doxies 
enough there to help him off -with it, and reduce him 
to the Necessity of making another large Stride on 
the Way to Tyburn. Not long after, therefore, he 
committed a Robbery in the Road to Islington, for 
which he was taken up. He brought three persons 
who personated a Doctor, Apothecary, and Surgeon, 
at his Trial, who swore that at the Time the Robbery 
was said to have been committed, he was sick and 
even at the Point of Death, upon which he was ac- 
quitted. But this was a narrow Escape, so his Li- 
berty was of no long Continuance, for his Companion 
Fulsom, being apprehended for a Felony, to save 
himself, made an Information against his Comrades, 
and named among the Rest Dalton, and gave so 
exact an Account of his Haunts, that he was quickly 
after apprehended, and at the ensuing Sessions con- 
victed and ordered for Transportation. At Sea a 
great Storm arising, they were glad to call up such 
of the Criminals as they thought might be of use to- 
wards managing the Ship, amongst whom was y antes 
Dalton, who no sooner was upon Deck but he was 
contriving to make the Crew mutiny and seize the 
Ship. In a very little Time he brought enough of 
them to be of his Mind in order to execute their 
Intent, and accordingly they got the Fire-arms and 
made themselves Masters of the Ship, and obliged 
the Men to navigate her to a little Port near Cape 
Finistre in Spain, where they robbed the Ship of 
about a hundred Pounds, and went on Shore and 
travelled by Land to Vigo. They were scarce got 
thither before the Ship arrived, and the Captain 
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charged them with the Piracy they had committed ; 
but from the Lenity of the Spanish Government, they 
quickly got released, without giving the Captain any 
Satisfaction. The Governor gave them a Pass when 
discharged from their Coniinement, in which, after 
reciting their Names, he styled them English Thieves, 
which putting them in no small Fright, they resolved 
to prevent its doing them a Mischief by committing 
it to the Flames, and then run the Hazard of travel- 
ling the Country without one, which accordingly they 
did, until they joined a Dutch Ship, the Master of 
which readily gave them a Passage to Amsterdam. 
Dal ton and two or three more found Means to get 
over from thence again into England, and came up to 
London. On their arrival here they fell to robbing 
with such Fury, that the Streets were hardly safe 
when the Sun was set ; but Dalton apprehended that 
this Trade would notjast long, and resolved to make 
a Country Expedition, in order to get out of the Way, 
and thereupon down he went again to his old City of 
Refuge, Bristol. There he did not continue long 
before he was apprehended for breaking open a Linen 
Draper s Shop, but the Burglary not being clearly 
proved, the Jury found him guilty of the Felony only, 
whereupon he was once more transported to Virginia. 
Long he did not continue in that Plantation, before 
growing weary of Labour. He thought fit so to 
threaten his Master, that he was glad to discharge 
him, and thought himself happy of getting rid of such 
a Servant ; upon which Dalton soon found out one 
Whalebone, a Fellow of a like Disposition with him- 
self, and they went about stealing Boats and Negroes, 
running away with them, and selling them in other 
Colonies. At last Dalton met with a Ship which 
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carried him for England. By the Way he was 
pressed on Board the Hampshire Man of War, in 
which he was a Spectator of the last Siege of Gibral- 
tar. On his Return he received his Wages, and lived 
on i^ for a little Time. Then he, with Benjamin 
Branch and William Field, "took to snatching of 
Pockets. At last they took Christopher Rawlings into 
their Society, and they three in a few Months' Time 
snatched five hundred Pockets. Amongst the Rest 
Dalton cut off one from a Woman's Side at St. And- 
rew s, Holborn, for which Branch, being in Company, 
was taken and executed, although Dalton and Raw- 
lings did all they could to have the Affair made up 
with the Prosecutor, but in vain. This Trade there- 
fore being at an End, he and his Companion Raw- 
lings fell next to robbing Coaches in the Streets, and 
being once more apprehended, he found himself 
under a Necessity of making an Information against 
his Companions, six or seven of which were executed 
upon his Evidence. He also received ten Guineas 
to swear against Nichols, the Peruke-maker; but 
after he received the Money, his Conscience checked 
him, and though he did not return it, yet he absolutely 
refused to give any Evidence against him. But 
Neeves who had been taken into the same Plot, went 
through with it, and as has been said before, hanged 
him for a fact he never committed. A Multitude of 
Wives Dalton married during his Life, and many of 
them were alive at the Time of his Decease, four of 
them coming at once to see him in Newgate when 
under his last Misfortune, and appearing at that 
Time to be very friendly together. He had not been 
long out of Newgate before he fell to his old Practices, 
and was in a few Sessions after apprehended, and 
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tried for stopping the Coach of an eminent Physician 
with an intent to rob it, for which he was sentenced 
to a Fine and Imprisonment, which upon insulting 
the Court, was ordered to be in one of the condemed 
Cells in Newgate. But he did not remain long there, 
being the very next Sessions brought to his Trial, 
on an Indictment for Robbing John Waller in a cer- 
tain Field or open Place near the Highway, putting 
him in Fear of his Life, and taking from him twenty- 
five Handkerchiefs value at four Pounds, five Du- 
cats valued at forty-eight Shillings, two Guineas, a 
three-gilder Piece, a French Pistole, and five Shil- 
lings in Silver, on the 22nd oi November, 1729. The 
Prosecutor, a Holland Trader, deposed, that the Pri- 
soner met with him as he was drinking at the Adam 
and Eve at Pancras, in his Return from Hampstead, 
where he had sold some Goods, and received a little 
Money ; thai Dalion, perceiving it grow Dark, desired 
to walk to Town with him, and that they had a Link 
with them, which Dalton put out in the Fields, and 
then knocked him down, beat him, and abused him, 
and robbed him of the Things mentioned in the 
Indictment; and that he threatened to blow his 
Brains out if he made any Noise or called for Help. 
He swore also to a Pistol which had been produced 
against Dalton on a former Trial. The Prisoner in 
his Defence insisted peremptorily upon his Innocence, 
charged the Prosecutor with being a common Affida- 
vit-man, and a Fellow of as bad if not worse Charac- 
ter than himself However, in order to falsify some 
Circumstances which he had deposed against him, 
Dalton called three Witnesses, fohn North, Edward 
Brumfield, and John Mitchell, who were all Prisoners 
in Newgate, but were permitted by the Court to come 
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down. Some of them contradicted the Prosecutor, 
as to a Gingham Waistcoat, which he had swore Dal- 
ton wore in Newgate. They swore also to the Prose- 
cutor's visiting Dalton there, and owning that he 
never damaged him a Farthing in his Life. But the 
jfury on the whole found him guilty, and he received 
Sentence of Death. 

As he had little Reason to hope for Pardon, so he 
never deluded himself with false Expectations about 
it, but applied himself as diligently as he was able 
to repent of the manifold Sins and Offences which 
he had committed. He confessed frankly the mani- 
fold Crimes and horrid Enormities in which he had 
involved himself; he seemed to be very sensible 
of that dreadful State into which his own Wicked- 
ness had plunged him. He behaved himself gravely 
when at the public Prayers at the Chapel, and ap- 
plied himself with great Diligence to praying and 
singing of Psalms when in his Cell ; but as to the 
particular Crime of which he was convicted, that he 
absolutely denied from first to last, with the strongest 
Asseverations that not one Word of all the Prosecu- 
tor's Evidence was true ; and indeed there has since 
appeared great Likelihood that he spoke nothing but 
the Truth ; for this. Waller going on in the same 
Fact after the Death oi Dalton, became an Evidence 
against many others, sometimes in one Country by 
one Name, by-and-by in another Country by another 
Name. In Cambridgeshire particularly, he con- 
victed two Men for a Robbery whose Lives were 
saved by Means of the Clerk of the Peace entertaining 
some Suspicion of Waller s Veracity ; but as Prac- 
tices of this sort, though they may continue undis- 
covered for some Time, rarely escape for good and 
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all, so Wallers Fate came home to him at last. A 
worthy Magistrate suspecting the Truth of an In- 
formation which he gave before him by another 
Name, and he coming afterwards and owning his true 
Name to be Waller, he for the Purjury contained 
in the said Examination was apprehended, and com- 
mitted to Newgate, and at the next Sessions at the 
Old Bailey received Sentence for this Offence to 
stand in the. Pillory near the Seven-Dials, when he 
had scarce been exalted above five Minutes, before 
the Mob knocked him on the Head, for which Fact, 
Andrew Dalton, who did it to revenge the Death of 
his Brother, the Criminal of whom we are now 
speaking, together with one Richard Griffith, who at 
the Time I am now writing, are under Sentence of 
Death. But to return to fames Dalton, he con- 
tinued to behave uniformly and penitently all the 
Time he lay under Conviction. And as the Friends 
and Relations of Nichols applied themselves to him 
about clearing the Innocence of their deceased 
Friend, he said, that Neeves himself actually com- 
mitted the Fact, which he swore upon the Person 
they m,entioned, and that he was entirely innocent of 
whatever was laid to his Charge. When the Bell- 
man came to repeat the Verses, which he always 
does the Night before Malefactors are to die, Dalton 
illuminated his Cell with six Candles. In his Pas- 
sage to the Place of Execution, he appeared very 
cheerful. When he arrived there he desired part of 
The humble Suit of a Sinner to be sung, and having 
once more denied in the most Solemn Manner the 
Fact for which he was to suffer, he yielded up his 
Breath at Tyburn the 12th oiMay, 1730, being then 
somewhat above thirty Years of Age. 
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The Life of Hugh Houghton, alias Awton, alias 
Norton, who robbed the Bristol Mail. 

I HIS unfortunate Person was the Son of 
honest and reputable People in Lancaster, 
who gave him a good Education, sufficient 
to have fitted him for any Trade whatever. 
Afterwards they bound him Apprentice to a Wine- 
Cooper, with whom he served his Time carefully and 
honestly, and appeared in his Temper and Disposi- 
tion to be a civil good-natured young Man. For 
someTime after his coming out of his Apprenticeship, 
he followed his Trade of a Wine-Cooper, but being 
pressed on board a Man-of-War, during the French 
War in the late Queen's Time, he behaved himself 
so well on board that he acquired the good Will of all 
his Officers, attained to the Degree of a Midshipman, 
and was afterwards Gunners-Mate, receiving also a 
Title to five Pounds /^r Annum out of the Pension 
Chest at Chatham. After this he came to London, 
married, and was a Housekeeper, and for his better 
Support got himself into the Horse-Guards, where 
he served with Reputation until some small Time 
before his Death, when some Clothes of Value being 
taken away, and he being strongly suspected on that 
Score, was dismissed the Service, whereby he fell 
into great Difficulties for want of Money. 

It seems that for many Months before his Death he 
frequented the House of one Mr. Mar low, and was 
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indebted to him in a considerable Sum of Money, but 
one Day came and discharged it, having for that 
Purpose changed a twenty-pound Bank-Note at a 
Brewers not far distant. But the Bristol Mail hap- 
pening about that Time to be robbed, and the Bank- 
Note after various Circulations, being discovered to 
be one of those taken out of it, Houghton was there- 
upon seized and committed, being at the next Sessions 
brought to his Trial at the Old Bailey for the Fact, 
when the Course of the Evidence appeared against 
him as follows : He was arraigned on an Indictment 
for stealing from Stephen Crouches on the Kings 
Highway, after putting him in Fear, a sorrel Gelding 
valued at five Pounds, the Property of Thomas 
Ostwick, a Mail valued at four Pounds, and fifty 
Leather Bags valued at five Pounds, the Property of 
our Sovereign the King, on the first of March, 1 730. 
Stephen Crouches deposed that on the Day laid in the 
Indictment, he going with the Bristol and Gloiuester 
Mail, being near Knightsbridge, a Man of the 
Prisoner's Size, and who spoke like him, came out 
of the Gateway and bid him Stand, that he laid the 
Horse to the farther Side of a Field, commanded 
him to shew him the Bristol Bag, which he took, 
and went off with the Horse, leaving this Evidence 
bound with his Hands behind him, and threatening 
to murder him in case he made the least Noise. 
Daniel Burton deposed, that the Prisoner Houghton 
had more than once proposed to him the robbing the 
Bristol Mail, and upon his refusing to be concerned 
in it, would then have had him rob their Landlady, 
Mrs. Marlow, for which, when her Husband came to 
know, he was turned out of Doors. The next Wit- 
ness that was called was Mr. Marlow, who deposed 
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that on the second of March, the Prisoner Houghton 
paid him five Pounds, which was owing to him, 
having changed for that Purpose a Bank Note of 
twenty Pounds at Mr. Broadhead' s the Brewer : 
then the note itself was produced, which had been 
afterwards paid by Mr. Broadmead to Mr. King. 
a Factor, and by him to Mr. Dictorines Man in 
Thames-street, and by him to the Servant of Messrs. 
Knight and Jackson, by whom it was brought into 
Court, an Indorsement being upon it not to be paid 
till the fifth of May. But Mr. Mar low being asked 
as to his being acquainted by Burton with the 
Prisoner's Attempts to persuade him to robbing the 
Bristol Mail, and afterwards to robbing his House, 
he answered, that he did not remember he had ever 
been told such a thing, but that he did indeed know 
the Prisoner, together with one Mason, who was for 
scandalous Practices turned out of the Guards. 
William Burligh, deposed, that he took out of the 
Prisoner's Pocket, a Pocket Book in which were 
several Notes, which Pocket Book the Prisoner said, 
he took up in Covent- Garden. Mr. Langley, the 
Turnkey of Newgate, deposed, that after he was 
committed to his Custody, he searched his Pocket 
and found therein three Bank Notes, and five fifty 
pound Notes of Mr. Hoars, which he gave to Mr. 
Archer. Mr. Archer deposed, that he did receive 
such Notes, which were so taken as had been before 
sworn by Mr. Langley. Some other Persons were 
produced who swore to some Slips of Leather which 
were found in Houghtoiis Lodgings, and which were 
believed to be cut out of the Bag which was taken 
from the Bristol Mail. ■ The Prisoner in his Defence, 
said, he believed there was a Trap laid for him, and 
exclaimed against Burton. Two Women positively 
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deposed, that Houghton all that Night was not out 
of his Lodgings. But the fury, notwithstanding 
that, gave so much Credit to the Evidence offered 
for the King, that they found him guilty. 

Under Sentence of Death, he said, that he had 
hitherto lived free from most of those enormous 
Vices into which Criminals are usually plunged, who 
come to his unhappy Fate. He said that through 
the Course of his Life he had been always a good 
Husband, a loving Parent, and had provided carefully 
for his Family ; that he had served the Government 
twelve Years by Land, and twelve Years by Sea, 
and in all that Time never had any Reflection upon 
him until the unhappy Accident in the Guards, which 
he said he was not guilty of, and had been since 
confessed to by another Man. As to the Fact for 
which he was to die, he said, that the same Day the 
Mail was robbed, which was on a Sunday Morning, 
he at six or seven o'clock at Night crossing Covent- 
Garden, found a Bundle of Papers, which he took up, 
and perceived them to be a Parcel taken out of the 
Bristol Mail, and therefore having perused them 
carefully, and taken out of them such as he judged 
proper, he being at that time out of Business, and in 
great Want, he then put up the Rest of them in a 
Sheet of Paper, directed them to the Post-Master- 
General, and laid them down in the Box House at 
Lincoln s-hm- Fields, being afraid to go to the Office, 
because a great Reward was offered for the Robber, 
and that he having changed a twenty-pound Bank 
Note, paid five Pounds of it away to his Landlord 
Mr. Mar low. He reflected also very severely on 
the Evidence given against him by Mr. Burton, 
which he said was the reverse of the Truth, Burton 
having often solicited him to go upon the Highway, 
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as the shortest Method of easing his Misfortunes and 
bringing them both Money. As he persisted in 
averring the Confession he made to be the Truth, 
it was objected to him, that it was a Story, the most 
improbable in the World, that when a Man had 
hazarded his Life to rob the Bristol Mail, he should 
then throw away all the Booty, and leave it in such 
a Place as Covent-Garden, for any Stranger to take up 
as he came by. Yet neither this nor anything else 
that could be said to him, had so much Weight as to 
move him to a free Confession of his Guilt ; but on 
the Contrary, he gave greater and more evident 
Signs of a sullen, morose and reserved Disposition, 
spoke little, desired not to be interrupted, made 
general Confessions of his Sins, pleased himself with 
high Conceits of the Divine Mercy, and endeavoured 
as much as it was possible, to avoid Conferences with 
anybody ; and especially declined speaking of the 
Offence for which he was to die. When he first 
came to Newgate, the Keepers had, it seems, a strong 
Apprehension that he would Attempt something 
against his own Life, and upon this Suspicion, they 
were very careful of him, and enjoined a Barber who 
shaved, him in Prison to be so, least he should take 
that Occasion to cut his Throat ; yet nothing of this 
happened until the Day of his Execution, when the, 
Keepers coming to him in the Morning, found him 
praying very devoutly in his Cell, but after twenty 
Minutes, going thither, they perceived that he had 
fastened his Sword Belt which he wore always about 
him to the Bar of the Window, which looked out 
of his Cell, to the End of which he tied his Handker- 
chief, and having then adjusted that about his Neck, 
he strangled himself with it, and was dead when the 
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Keepers opened the Doors to look in. The Ordinary 
makes this Remark upon his Exit, that it is to be 
feared he was a Hypocrite, and that little of what he 
said can be believed. For my part, I am far from 
taking upon me either to enter into the Breasts 
of Men, or pretend to set Bounds to the Mercy of 
God, and therefore without any farther Remarks 
shall conclude his Life with informing my Readers 
that at the Time he put an End to his own Being, 
he was about forty-eight Years of Age, and a Man 
in his Person and Behaviour, very unlikely to have 
become such a one as it is to be feared (notwith- 
standing all his Denials) he really was. 

The Life of John Doyle, a Highwayman. 

|HEN once Men have so far plunged them- 
selves into sensual Pleasures, as to lose all 
Sense of any other Delight than what arises 
from the Gratification of the Senses, it is no 
great Cause of Wonder, if they addict themselves to 
illegal Methods of gaining wherewith to purchase 
such Enjoyments, since the Want of Virtue, easily 
drew on the Loss of all other Principles, nor can it be 
hoped from a Man who has delivered himself over to 
the Dominion of these Vices, that he should stop 
short at the lawful means of obtaining Money, by 
which alone he can be enabled to possess them. 
No, common Women are usually the first Bane of 
those unhappy Persons who forfeit their Lives to 
the Law, as the just Punishment of their Offences. 
These Women I say, are so far from having the 
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least Concern, whether their Paramours run any un- 
happy Courses to obtain the Sums necessary to 
supply their mutual Extravagance, that on the Con- 
trary they are ever ready to oblique Hints and Insin- 
uations to put them upon such dangerous Exploits, 
which as they are sure to reap the Fruits of, so some- 
times when they grow weary of them, they find it 
an easy Method to get rid of them, and at the same 
Time put Money in their own Pockets ; yet so blind 
are these unhappy Wretches, that although such 
things fall out yearly, yet they are never to be warned, 
but run into the Snare with as much Readiness, as if 
they were going into the Possession of certain and 
lasting Happiness. But to come to the Adventures 
of the unhappy Person whose Life we are going 
to relate. John Doyle was born in the Town of 
Carrough in Ireland, and of very honest Parents, 
who gave him as good an Education as could be 
expected in that Country. He was instructed in 
Writing and Accompts, and made some Progress in 
Latin. When he was fit for a Trade, his Friends 
agreed to put hini out, and not thinking they should 
find a Master good enough for him in a Country 
Place, they sent him to Dublin, and bound him to a 
Tallow-Chandler and Soap-Boiler in St. Thomas s- 
street, whom he faithfully served seven Years, his 
Master giving him a good Character. Being out of 
his Time, his Master prevailed with him to work as 
a Journeyman with him, which he did for nine 
Months ; but having got acquainted by that Time 
with some of the Town Ladies, and pretending to his 
Friends that he was in hopes of better Business, they 
remitted him fifty Pounds to help him forward. He 
lived well while that Money lasted, but when it was 
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almost spent, he knew not what to turn himself to, 
as working did not agree with him. He took a 
Resolution to come to England, and on the 19th of 
April, 1 71 5, he came over in a Packet-Boat from 
Rings-End, having no more Money left than threfe 
Pounds ten Shillings, and not seeing which way he 
could get a further Supply (unless he went to work, 
which he could not endure), he resolved to rob on the 
Highway ; and to fit him for it, he bought a Pair of 
Pistols at West-Chester, which cost him forty Shillings. 
He continued in that City till the Chester-Coach was 
to go to London. At four Miles distant from the 
Town he attacked it, and robbed four Passengers 
that were in it of fourteen Pounds, six Shillings and 
Nine-pence, two Silver Watches, and a Mourning- 
Ring, which was the first Attempt of the Kind he 
made in his Life ; then he went off a Bye-way undis- 
covered. 

Having got a pretty good Booty, he travelled 
across the Country to Shrewsbziry, and having staid 
there about two Days, he happened to meet a Man 
that had been formerly a Collector on the Road, who 
had a Horse to sell. He bought the Horse for seven 
Guineas, though indeed it was worth twenty, as it 
proved afterwards. No Man soever was Master of 
a better-bred Horse for the Highway. He was not 
willing to stay long at Shrewsbury, so he went from 
thence, and going along the Country, met two Ladies 
in a small Chaise, with only one Servant and a Pair 
of Horses. He robbed them of a Purse with twenty- 
nine half Guineas, nine Shillings in Silver and two- 
pence in Brass, and two Gold Watches. The Ser- 
vant who rode by had a Case of Pistols, which he 
took from him, and then made off undiscovered. His 
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Horse at that Time was much better acquainted with 
coming up to a Coach Door than he was. Some 
Time afterwards he passed across the Country, and 
came to Newbery in Berkshire, where he remained 
for about fourteen Days, during which Time he was 
reserved and kept no Company, but growing weary 
he departed from that Place, the Morning that the 
Newbery Coach was to set out for London ; and when 
it was about five Miles distant from the Town of 
Newbery, he came up to the Coach Door, and making 
a Ceremony as became a Man of Business, demanded 
their All, which they readily consented to deliver, 
proving to be about twenty-nine Pounds in Money, a 
Silver Watch, a plain Wedding-Ring, a Tortoise-shell 
Snuff-box, and a very good Whip. There was also a 
Family-Ring which a Gentleman begged hard for, 
whereupon by his Earnest Application he received it 
back, assuring the Robber he would never appear 
against him. He was a Man of Honour, for he hap- 
pened to meet Doyle some Time after at the Rtim^ 
mer and Horse-Shoe in Drury-Lane, where he treated 
him handsomely, and shewed him the Ring, and 
withal, declared that he would not be his Enemy on 
any Account whatsoever. Doyle being at this Time 
a young beginner, thought what he got for the pre- 
ceding Time to be very well, and in a few Days 
after this arrived at Witidsor, where he staid one 
Night. There being a Gentleman's Family bound 
for London, that lay that Night at the Mermaid-Inn 
in the Town, Doyle changed his Lodging and removed 
to the Inn, and staying there that Night, he minded 
where they put their valuable Baggage up. The 
next Morning he paid his Reckoning and came away, 
and got about four Miles out of the Town before 
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them ; then coming up and making the usual Cere- 
mony, demanded their Money, Watches, and Rings. 
The Gentleman in the Coach pulled out a Blunder- 
buss, but Doyle soon quelled him by clapping a 
Pistol to his Nose, telling him if he stirred hand or 
Foot he was a dead Man. Then he made him give 
him his Blunderbuss first, then his Money, which 
was fifty Guineas, fifteen Shillings in Silver, and Five- 
pence in Brass, a Woman's Gold Watch and a Pocket- 
book in which was seven Bank Notes, which the 
Gentleman said he took that Day, in order to pay 
his Servants' Wages ; after which Doyle made the 
best of his Way to London, and got into yames-street, 
Westminster, where he drank a Pint of Wine and then 
crossed over to Lambeth, and put up his Horse at 
the Red-Lion-Inn, and staid there that Night. The 
next Morning he came to the Coach and Horses in 
Old-Palace-Yard, Westminster, where he dined, and 
about seven at Night departed from thence and went 
to the Phcenix Gaming House in the Haymarket, to 
which Place, he said, he believed a great many owe 
their Ruin. He remained some Time at the Phienix, 
and seeing them Gaming hard, he had a Mind to 
have a Touch at it, when coming into the Ring he 
took the Box in his Turn, and in about thirty Minutes 
lost thirty-seven Pounds, which broke him, but hav- 
ing some Watches about him, he went immediately 
to the Three-Bowls in Market-Lane, St. yamess and 
pawned a Gold Watch for sixteen Guineas, and re- 
turning to X}a.&Phcenix\i&n\. to Gaming a second Time, 
and in less than an Hour recovered his Money and 
forty-three Pounds more, and seeing an Acquaintance 
there he took him to the Cardiga'ds-Head Tavern, 
Charing-Cross, and made merry. That Night he lay 
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at the White-Bear in Piccadilly, and staid there, until 
the next Evening, after which having paid his Reck- 
oning, he went to Lambeth to his Landlord who had 
his Horse in his Care, and remained there that Night. 
The next Morning he went away, having discharged 
the House. 

Having then a pretty Sum of Money about him, 
he had an Inclination to see the County of Kent, and 
accordingly went that Day to Greenwich, and put up 
his Horse while he went to see the Hospital, and 
having baited the Horse, parted from thence, where 
going over Blackheath, he happened to meet a 
Gentleman, who proved to be Sir Gregory Page. 
Doyle took what Money he had about him, which 
was about seventy Guineas in a green Purse, a 
Watch, two Gold Seals and Eigh teen-pence in Silver. 
That Night he rode away to Maidstone, and from 
thence to Canterbury. In a few Days he returned to 
London, and was for a time quiet, even for about six 
Months, and never robbed or made an Attempt to 
rob any Man, but kept his Horse in good Order, 
and commonly went of an Afternoon to Hampstead, 
sometimes to Richmond, or to Hackney ; in short he 
knew the Roads about London in less than six 
Months, as well as any Man in England. His 
Money beginning now to grow short, not having 
turned out so long, and the keeping his Horse on 
the other Hand being chargeable, he resolved his 
Horse should pay for his own Keeping. He there- 
fore turned out one Evening and robbed a yew of 
seventy-five Pounds, and of his and his Lady's 
Watches, a Gold Box, and some Silver, and re- 
turned to Town undiscovered. The next Day, Doyle 
went Brentford Way, and coming to Turnham Green 
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stayed some Time at the Pack-Horse, where he saw 
two Quakers on Horseback. He rode gently after 
them till they got to Hounslow -heath where he secured 
what Money they had, which was something above 
a Hundred Pounds. They begged hard for some 
Money back, when he gave them a Guinea, taking 
from them their Spurs and Whips, and at some 
Distance threw them away. Those two Men as he 
found afterwards by the Papers, were two Meal- 
Factors, that were going to Highr-Wy combe Market, 
in Buckinghamshire, to buy either Wheat or Flour. 

This last being a pretty good Booty, he had a 
Mind afterwards to go to Ireland, and accordingly set 
out for his Journey thither, without making the least 
Attempt. He took Shipping at King's-Road near 
Bristol, on board a small Vessel bound to Waterford, 
where he arrived and stayed at the Eagle three Days, 
and from thence went directly to Dublin. Doyle 
was not long 'va., Dublin before he came acquainted 
with his Wife, whorn he courted for some Time, and 
was extravagant in spending his Money on her ; he 
also soon got acquainted with one N. B., a Man now 
alive, and they turned out together. None were able 
to stand against them, for they had everything that 
came in their Way ; and in plain Terms, there was 
not a Man that carried Money about him, within eight 
Miles of Dublin, if they met him, but they were sure 
to get what he had. Being grown so wicked, Doyle 
was at length taken for a Robbery and committed to 
Newgate, then kept by one Mr. Hawkins, who used 
him barbarously, insomuch that he wished himself out 
of his Hands. Accordingly he got his Irons off and 
broke out of the Gaol. Hawkins knowing all the 
Bums in Dublin, sent them up and down the City to 
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take him, but to no Purpose ; however, they rooted 
him fairly out of that Neighbourhood. Then he re- 
turned to Waterford, where he appointed his Wife 
and Friend should meet him, which they did, and in 
about four Hours after he came there he found them 
out, and there being a Ship bound for Bristol, he 
sent them on board, agreed with the Captain, and 
went himself on board the same Night ; when they 
hoisted their Sails and got down to Passage near 
Waterford; but the Wind proving contrary, they 
were obliged to return, and then concluded it was de- 
termined for Doyle to be taken, which he would 
have been, had he kept on board, but luckily for him 
he got on Shore, when it was agreed to go to Cork, 
where they met with an honest Cock of a Landlord. 
Doyle kept himself very private, making the poor 
Man believe that his Companion and he were two 
that were raising Men for the Chevalier s Service, 
and that their keeping so private proceeded from a 
Fear of being discovered. The poor Man had then 
a double regard for them, he being a Lover in his 

Heart of . Doyle then sent his Wife to see for 

a Ship, and Hawkins having pursued him from 
Dublin, happened to see her, and dogged her to the 
Ship where she went on board, sending Officers to 
search, for he was sure he should find him there, but 
he was mistaken. They however took his poor Wife 
up to see if they could make her discover where he 
was, and ordered a strong Guard to bring her to Cork 
Gaol ; a Boat was provided to bring her on Shore, 
but she telling the Men some plausible Stories, that 
her Husband was not the Man they represented him 
to be, one of the Watermen having stripped off his 
Clothes in order to row, and there being a great 
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many honest Fellows in the Boat, they assisted her 
in putting on Waterman's Clothes, which as soon as 
done, she fairly got away from them, and came and 
acquainted Doyle that Hawkins was in Town, and 
how she had been in danger. They then concluded 
on leaving Cork, hired Horses that Night, and came 
to a Place called Malow, within ten Miles of Cork. 
The next Day they travelled to Limerick^ where 
Doyle bought a Horse, Bridle, &c., and went to- 
wards Galloway, and in all his Journey round about 
got but two Prizes, which did not amount to above 
fifteen Pounds. 

Some time after, his Wife was transported, which 
gave him a great deal of Concern, and he could not 
be in any way content without her ; so getting some 
Money together he went to Virginia, and having 
arrived there soon met with her, having had Intelli- 
gence where to inquire for her. The first House he 
came into was one William Dalian's, who had some 
Days before bought the late noted Raines Dalton, 
who was then his Servant, whom he very often used 
to send along with Doyle in his Boat to put him on 
board a Ship. Then he thought it his best way to 
buy his wife's Liberty, which he did, paying fifteen 
Pounds for it. He had then a considerable Deal of 
Money about him, and removed from that Part of 
the Country where she was known, and went to New 
York. Being arrived there he soon got acquainted 
with some of his Countrymen, with whom he had 
used to go a Hunting, and to the Horse Races, so 
he spent soi^ie Time in seeing the Country. He by 
Chance came to hear of a Namesake of his, that lived 
in an Island a little distance from New York ; and 
being willing to see any of his Name, he sent for him, 



John Doyle, a Highwayman, 349 

and he according to Doyle s Request, wrote to him 
that he would come the next Day, which he did, and 
proved to be his Uncle. The old Man was over- 
joyed to see Doyle, and carried him home with him, 
where he stayed a long Time, and spent a great deal 
of Money. His Uncle was much affronted at the 
ill Treatment of the Natives, whom Doyle severely 
beat, insomuch that the whole Place was afraid of 
him, and all intended to join and take the Law of 
him. Soon after he deqarted from New York, and 
went to Boston, where he remained some Time, and 
at length he resolved within himself to settle and 
work at his Trade, thinking it better to do so than to 
spend all his Money, and be obliged to return to 
England or Ireland, without a Penny in his Pocket. 
He did so, and having agreed with a Master he went 
to work, and was very saving and frugal. He re- 
mained with that Man till by his Wife's Industry he 
had got about two hundred Pounds in English 
Money. He then advised his Wife to go iot Ireland 
in the first Ship that was bound that Way, laying all 
her Money out to twenty Pounds, and shipped the 
Goods which he had bought on board for her Ac- 
count. She then went for Ireland, and Doyle for 
England, promising to go over to her as soon as he 
could get some Money, for he had then an Inclina- 
tion to leave off his old Trade of Collecting. 

Being arrived at London he met with a certain 
Person, with whom he joined, and as he himself terms 
it, never had Man a braver Companion ; for let him 
push at what he would, his new Companion never 
flinched one Inch. They turned out about London 
for some Time, and got a great Deal of Money ; for 
nothing hardly missed them. They used a long Time 
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the Roads about Hounslow, Hampstead, and Places 
adjacent, till the Papers began to describe them, on 
which they went into Essex, and robbed several 
Graziers, Farmers, and others. Then they went to 
Bishop-Stortford in Hertfordshire, where they robbed 
one Man in particular, who had his Money tied up 
under his Arm in a great Purse. Doyle says, that 
he had some Intelligence from a Friend that the Man 
had Money about him. He made him strip in Buff, 
and then found out where he had lodged it, and took 
it ; but he did not use him ill, for he says it was the 
Man's Business to conceal it, as much as his to dis- 
cover it. Doyle and his Partner hearing of a certain 
Fair, which was to be in a few Days after, they re- 
solved to go to it, and coming there took Notice who 
took most Money. In the Evening they took their 
Horses, and about three Miles distant from the Town 
there was a Green, over which the People were 
obliged to come from the Fair. There came a great 
many Graziers and Farmers, whom they robbed of 
upwards of Eight Hundred Pounds. At this Time 
Doyle had in Money and valuable Things, such as 
Diamonds, Rings, and Watches, to the amount of 
about sixteen Hundred Pounds. His Partner had 
also a great Deal of Money, but not so much as 
Doyle, by Reason he (Doyle) had got some very 
often which he had no right to have a Share of. 
Doyle went again for Ireland, and carried all his 
Money with him ; and having a great many poor 
Relations, distributed part of it amongst them ; some 
he lent, which he could never get again, and his 
Money soon grew short, having frequented Horse- 
Races, and all public Places. However, before all 
was spent he returned to England, and followed his 
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old Course of Life, He happened to get into several 
Broils, which with a little Money and a few Friends 
he got over. In a short Space of Time he became 
acquainted with Benjamin Wildman ; they two, with 
another Person concerned with them, committed 
several Robberies. At length they were discovered, 
apprehended, and committed to Newgate. Wildman 
it seems had an Itching to become an Evidence, 
against Doyle and W. G., but Doyle made himself 
an Evidence, being really, as he said, for his own 
Preservation and not for the sake of any Reward. 

Doyle's Wife being a second transported, he went 
with her in the same Ship, and having arrived 
in Virginia, stayed there some Time, until she began 
to grow weary of the Place. But as he was always 
too indulgent to her, he bought her her Liberty, and 
shipped her and himself on board the first Ship that 
came for England, when- in seven Weeks' Time they 
arrived in the Downs. Soon after they came up to 
London, but were not long in Town, before his Wife 
was taken up for returning from Transportation, and 
committed to Newgate, where she remained till the 
Sessions following, and being brought to Trial, 
pleaded guilty. When they came to .pass Sentence 
upon her, she produced his Majesty's most gracious 
Pardon, and was admitted to Bail to plead the same, 
and thereupon discharged. Doyle in a short Time 
after went to the West of England, where he staid 
some Time, following his old way of Life ; and as- 
sociating himself with a certain Companion, got a 
considerable Sum of Money, and came to Marlbo- 
rough. Having continued some Time in that Neigh- 
bourhood, they usually kept the Markets, where they 
commonly cleared five Pounds a Day. Going from 
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Marlborough they came to Hungerford, and put up 
their Horses at the George-Inn, and having ordered 
something for Dinner, saw some Graziers on the 
Road ; but one of them being an old Sportsman, and 
a Brother Tradesman of Doyle s formerly, knew the 
said Doyle immediately by the Description given of 
him, and very honestly came to him and told him 
that he had a Charge of Money about him, and withal 
begged that he would not hurt him, since he had 
made so ingenuous a Confession, desiring Doyle to 
make the best of his Way to another Part of the 
Country, telling him at the same Time where he 
lived in London, and that if he should act honourably 
by him, he would put a thousand Pounds in his 
Pocket in a Month's Time. According to the Gra- 
zier s Directions, Doyle and his Companion departed ; 
but having met (as Doyle phrases it) with a running 
Chase in the Cross-way which they had taken for 
Safety, they were obliged to return into the main 
Road again, and by Accident put up at the same Inn 
where the Graziers and his Companions were that 
Evening. The Grazier, as soon as he saw Doyle, 
came in and drank a Bottle with him,, and then re- 
tired to his Companions, without taking any manner 
of Notice of him. 

As they came for London, they took every Thing 
that came into their Net, and in three Days' Time 
Doyle paid his Brother Sportsman (the Grazier) a 
Visit, who received him very handsomely, and ap- 
pointed to meet him the next Market Day at the 
Greyhound in Smithfield, in order to make good part 
of his promise to him. Doyle and his Companion 
went to him, put up their Horses at the same Inn, 
and passed for Country Farmers. This Grazier, who 
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formerly had been one of the same Profession, being 
now grown honest, and bred a Butcher, was then 
turned Salesman in Smithfield, and sold Cattle for 
Country Graziers, and sent them their Money back 
by their Servants who had brought the Cattle to 
Town. Having drank a Glass of Wine together, 
they began to talk about Business ; and the Grazier 
being obliged to go into the Market to sell some Beast, 
desired Doyle and his Companion to stay there till 
he returned. When he came he gave them some 
little Instructions how they should proceed in an 
Affair he had then in View to serve them in, and 
having taken his Advice, they rode out of Town, and 
it being a West-Country-Fair, they rode Turnham- 
Green way. They had not Time to drink a Pint of 
Wine before the West-Country-Chapman came jog- 
ging along. They took two hundred and forty 
Pounds from him, making (as Doyle terms it) a much 
quicker Bargain with him than he had done with the 
Butcher at Sm-ithfield. The Chapm,an begged hard 
for some Money to carry him home to his Family, 
and after they had given him two Guineas, he said 
to them that he had often travelled that Road with 
five hundred Pounds about him, and never been 
stopped ; to which Doyle replied, that half the High- 
waymen who frequented that Road were but mere 
Old- Wom^n, otherwise he would never have had that 
to brag of, and then parted. Doyle says, that the 
honest Man at Smithjield had Poundage of him as 
well as from the Grazier, so that he acted in a double 
Capacity. That Night they came to London, and 
having put up their Horses, put on other Clothes and 
went to Smithjield, where not finding the Butcher at 
home, they wrote a Note, and left it, and appointed 
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to meet him at the Horn Tavern in Fleet-street, where 
they had not stayed long before he came. After 
taking a cheerful Glass they talked the Story over, 
and out of the Booty Doyle igave him fifty Guineas, 
after which the Butcher promised to be his Friend 
upon a better Affair. After paying the Reckoning 
they parted, and appointed to meet the next Market 
Day at Smithfield. 

They met at the Time appointed, and having drank 
a Morning Glass, stepped into the Market and stayed 
some Time; their Brother Sportsman being very busy 
made an Excuse to Doyle and his Companion, telling 
them there was nothing to be done in their Way till 
the Evening, desiring them to be patient. They 
remained in and about Sfnithfield till then ; and the 
Market being entirely over, their Friend came up to 
the Place appointed, and shewed them a Man on 
Horseback to whom he had just paid fifty Pounds. 
Doyle and his Companion immediately called for their 
Horses, took leave of their Friend, and kept in Sight 
of the Countryman till he was out of Town, and when 
he was got near the Adam and Eve at Kensington 
they came up to him, and made a Ceremony as became 
Men of their Profession. He was very unwilling to 
part from his Money, making an Attempt to ride 
away, but they soon overtook him, and after some 
Dispute took every Penny that he had received in 
Smithfield ; and for his resisting gave him back only 
a Crown to bear his Charges home. Doyle in his 
Memoirs makes this Observation, that they always 
robbed between Sun and Sun, that the Persons 
robbed might make the Country pay them that Money 
back, if they thought fit to sue them for it. Next 
Morning Doyle and his Companion came to the 
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Place appointed, and not meeting with their Brother 
Sportsman, sent for him, where they drank together 
and talked (as usually) about Business, paying him 
Poundage out of what Money they had collected on 
his Information : for they usually dealt with him as a 
Custom-house Officer does by an Informer; after 
which they parted for, that Time, and did not meet 
till a Month after. Afterwards they went up and 
down Hertfordshire, but got scarce Money enough 
to bear their Expenses ; though where there were 
small Gettings they were more frugal ; for Doyle 
observes that if the Country did not bear their Ex- 
penses wherever he travelled, he thought it very hard, 
and that if he failed of Gaming one Day, he com- 
monly got as much the next as he could well destroy. 
Hitherto we have kept very close to those 
Memoirs which Mr. Doyle left behind him, which I 
did with this View, that my Readers might have 
some Idea of what these People think of themselves. 
I shall now bring you to the Conclusion of his Story, 
by informing you, that finding himself beset at the 
several Lodgings which he kept by way of Precaution, 
he for some Days behaved himself with much Circum- 
spection, but happening to forget his Pistols, he was 
seized coming out of an Inn in Drury-Lane, and 
though he made as much Resistance as he was able, 
yet they forced him into a Coach and conveyed him 
to Newgate. It is hard to say, what Expectations 
he entertained after he was once apprehended ; but 
he had strBng hopes of Life, notwithstanding his 
pleading guilty at his Trial, for he dissembled till 
the Time of the coming down of the Death- Warrant, 
and -then declared he was a Roman-Catholic, and 
not a Member of the Church of England, as he 
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had hitherto pretended. He seemed to be a toler- 
able good-natured Man, but excessively vicious, at 
the same Time that he was extravagantly fond of the 
Woman he called his Wife. He took no little Plea- 
sure in the Relations of the Adventures which had 
happened to him in his Exploits on the Highway, 
and expressed himself with much seeming Satisfaction 
because, as he said, he had never beeij guilty of 
beating or using Passengers ill, much less of wound- 
ing or attempting to murder them. In general 
Terms, he pretended to much Penitence, but whether 
it was that he could not get over the natural Vi- 
vacity of his own Temper, or that the Principles 
of the Church of Rome, as is too common a Case, 
proved a strong Opiate in his Conscience, Doyle did 
not seem to have any true Contrition for his great 
and manifold Offences ; on the Contrary he appeared 
with some Levity even when on the very Point of 
Death. He went to Execution in a mourning Coach. 
All the Way he read with much seeming Attention 
a little Popish Mamial, which had been given him 
by one of his Friends. At the Tree he spoke a 
little to the People, told them that his Wife had been 
a very good Wife to him, let her Character in other 
Respects be what it would ; then he declared he had 
left behind him Memoirs of his Life and Conduct, to 
which he had nothing to add there, and from which I 
have taken verbatim a great Part of what I have re- 
lated ; and then having nothing more to offer to the 
World, he submitted to Death on the Ftrst of ^tine, 
1 730, but in what Year of his Age I cannot say. 
However before I make an End of what relates to 
Mr. Doyle, it would be proper to acquaint the Public 
that the Vanity of his Wife extended so far as to 
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make a pompous Funeral for him at St. Sepulchres 
Church, whereat she as chief Mourner assisted, and 
was led by a Gentleman whom the World suspected 
to be of her Husband's Employment. 




The Life <?/" John Young, a Highwayman. 

HAVE more than once remarked in the 
Course of these Memoirs, that of all Crimes, 
Cruelty makes Men the most generally 
hated, and that from this reasonable Cause, 
that they seem to have taken up an Aversion to 
their own Kind. This was remarkably the Case of 
the unhappy Man of whom we are now speaking. 
He was it seems the Son of honest and industrious 
Parents, his Father being a Gardener at Kensington, 
from whom he received as good an Education as it 
was in his Power to give him, and was treated with 
all the Indulgence which could be expected from a 
tender Parent. It seems after five Years' Stay at 
School, he was qualified for any Business whatsoever ; 
so after consulting his own Inclinations he was put 
out Apprentice to a Coach-maker in Long-Acre, 
where he had not stayed long but he found all Work 
disagreeable to him, and therefore resolved to begone, 
let the Consequence be what it would. When this 
Resolve was once taken, it was but a short Time 
before it was put into Execution. Living now at 
large, and not knowing how to gain Money enough 
to support himself, and being in great Straits, he 
complied with the Solicitations of some Hackney- 
Coachmen, who advised him to learn their Trade. 
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They took some Pains to instruct him, employed him 
often, and in about six Months' Time, he became 
perfect Master of his Business, and drove for Mr. 
Blunt in Piccadilly. His behaviour here was so 
honest that Mr. Blunt gave him a good Character, 
and he thereby obtained the Place of a Gentleman's 
Coachman. In a short Time he saved Money, and 
began to have some Relish for a honest Life, and 
continued industriously to hoard up what he received 
either in Wages or Vales, and at last had by these 
Methods drawn together a very considerable Sum 
of Money. Then it came into his Head to settle 
himself in an honest Way of Life, in which Design 
his Father gave him all the Encouragement in his 
Power, telling him, in order to do it, to marry an 
honest virtuous Woman ; whereupon, with the Ad- 
vice and Consent of his Friends, he married a young 
Woman from Kentish- Town of a reputable Family, 
and who as to Fortune brought him a pretty little 
Addition to his own Savings, so that altogether he 
had according to his own Account, a very pretty 
Competence wherewith to begin the World. For 
some Time after his Marriage he indulged himself 
in living without Employment, but finding such a 
Course wasted his little Stock very fast, he began to 
apply his Thoughts to the Consideration of what 
Course was the most likely in which to get his Bread. 
After beating his Brains for some little Time on this 
Subject, he at last resolved on keeping a Public- 
house, which agreeing very well with his Father's 
and his Relations' Notions, he thereupon imme- 
diately took the King s- Arms in Red- Lion-street, 
where for some time he continued to have very good 
Business. In all he remained there about five Years, 
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and might in that Time have got a very pretty Sum 
of Money, if he had not been so unhappy as to grow 
proud as soon as he had anything in his Pocket. It 
was not long therefore before he gave way to his own 
roving Disposition, going over to Ireland, where he 
remained for a considerable Spaqe, living by his Wits, 
as he expresses it, or in the Language of honest 
People, by defrauding others. But Ireland is a 
country where such Sort of People are not likely 
to find Support long. Money is far from being 
plentiful, and though the common People are cre- 
dulous in their Nature, yet Tradesmen and the 
Folks of middling Ranks are as suspicious as any 
Nation in the World. The County of Westmeath 
was the Place where he had fixed his Residence for 
the greatest Part of the Time he continued in the 
Island, but at last it grew too hot for him ; the Inhabi- 
tants became sensible of his Way of Living, and gave 
him such Disturbance that he found himself under 
an indispensible Necessity of quitting that Place as 
soon as possible. And so having picked up as much 
Money as would pay for his Passage, he came over 
again into England, out of Humour with Rambling, 
while he felt the Uneasiness it had brought upon him, 
but ready to take it up again as soon as ever his Cir- 
cumstances were made a little easy, which in his 
present Condition was not likely to happen in haste. 
His Friends received him coldly; his Parents had it 
not in their Power to do more for him : in a Word, 
the Countenance of the World frowned upon him, 
and everybody treated him with that Disdain and 
Contempt which his foolish Behaviour deserved ; 
however, this, instead of reclaiming him, forced him 
upon worse Courses. His Wife either died in his 
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Absence, or was dead before he went abroad, and soon 
after his Return he contracted an Acquaintance with 
a Woman, who was at that Time Cook in the Family 
of a certain Bishop. He courted her, and in a short 
Time after married. She brought him not only some 
ready Money, but also Goods to a pretty large Value, 
Young- being not a Bit mended by his Misfortunes, 
squandered away the first in a very short Time, and 
turned the last into ready Money. However these 
Supplies were of no long Continuance, and with 
much Importunity, his Friends, in order (if it were 
possible) to keep him honest, got him in a small Place 
in the Revemie, and he was put in as one of the Officers 
to survey Candles. In this Post he continued for 
about a Twelvemonth, and then relapsed into his 
former idle and profligate Courses. He was quickly 
suspected, and thereby put to his Shifts again, 
though his Wife at that Time was in Place, and 
helped him frequently to Money. This it seems 
was too servile a Course for a Man of Mr. Voting's 
Spirit to take, so that he picked up as much as 
bought him a Pair of Pistols, and then went on the 
Highway, to which it seems the foolish Pride of not 
being subsisted by his Wife, did at that Time not a 
little contribute. In his first Adventure in this new 
Employment, he got fifteen Guineas, but being in 
great Apprehensions of a Pursuit, his Fears induced 
him to fly down to Bristol, in order if it were 
possible to escape. After staying there some consi- 
derable Time, he began at last to take Heart, and to 
fancy he might be forgotten. Upon these Hopes he 
resolved to come up towards London again, and tak- 
ing Advantage of a Person's travelling with him to 
Uxbridge, he made use of every method in his Power 
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to insinuate himself into his fellow Traveller's good 
Graces, This he effected, insomuch that at High- 
Wycombe in Buckinghamshire, as Yotmg himself told 
the Story, he prevailed on him to lend him three 
Half-CroWns to defray his Expences, pretending that 
he had some Friend or Relation hard by who would 
repay it. But unfortunately for the Man, he had 
talked too freely of a Sum of Money which he pre- 
tended to have about him. It thereupon raised an 
Inclination in Young to strip him and rob him of this 
supposed great Prize, for which Purpose he attacked 
him in a lone Place, and not only threatened him 
with shooting him, but, as he pretended, by his 
Hand shaking, was as good as his Word, and actually 
wounded him in such a Manner as he in all Proba- 
bility at that Time took to be mortal ; but taking Ad- 
vantage of the Condition in which the poor Man was, 
he made the best of his Way off, and was so lucky 
as to escape for the present, although that Crime 
brought him afterwards to his Execution. When he 
had considered a little the Nature of the Fact which 
he had committed it appeared even to himself of so 
black and barbarous a Nature, that he resolved to fly 
into the West of England, in order to remain there 
some Time ; but from this he was deterred by look- 
ing into the Newspaper, and finding himself adver- 
tised there, the Man whom he had shot being also 
said to be dead, which put him into such a Consterna- 
tion that he returned directly to London, and going 
to a Place hard by where his Wife lived he sent for 
her, and told her that he was threatened with an un- 
fortunate affair, which might be of the greatest ill Con- 
sequence to him should he be discovered. She was 
much moved at his Misfortunes, and gave him what 
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Money she could spare, which was not a little, inso- 
much that Young at last began to suspect she made 
bold now and then to borrow of her Mistress, but if 
she did, that was a Practice he could forgive her. 
At last he proposed taking a Lodging at Horsley- 
Down, as a Place the likeliest for him to be con- 
cealed in. There his Wife continued to supply him, 
till one Sunday Morning she came in a great Hurry, 
and brought with her a pretty handsome Parcel of 
Guineas. Young could not help suspecting she did 
not come very honestly by them ; however, if he had 
the Money, he troubled not his Head much which 
way she came by it, and he had so good a knack at 
wheedling her, that he got twenty Pounds out of her 
that Sunday. A very few Days after. Intelligence 
was got of his Retreat, and the Man whom he had 
robbed and shot, made so indefatigable a Search after 
him, that he was taken up and committed to the New 
Gaol, and his Wife in a very little Time after was 
committed to Newgate for breaking open her Lady's 
Escritore, and robbing her of a Hundred Guineas. 
This was what Young said himself, and I repeat.it 
because I have his Memoirs before me ; yet in 
respect to Truth, I shall be obliged to say something 
of another Nature in its due Place. But to go on 
with our Narration according to the Time in which 
Facts happened : — A Habeas Corpus was directed 
to the Sheriff oi Surrey, when Young was brought to 
Newgate, and at the next Sessions at the Old-Bailey 
was indicted for the aforesaid Robbery, which was 
committed in the County of Middlesex. The Charge 
against him was, for assaulting Thomas Stinton in a 
Field or open Place near the Highway, and taking 
from him a Mare oi the Value of Seven Pounds, a 
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Bridle Value one Shilling and Sixpence, a Saddle 
Value twelve Shillings, three broad Pieces of Gold, 
and nine Shillings in Silver, at the same Time putting 
the said Thomas Stinton in Fear of his Life. Upon 
this Indictment the Prosecutor deposed, that meet- 
ing with the Prisoner about seven Miles on this Side 
of Bristol, and being glad of each other's Company, 
they continued and lodged together till they came to 
Oxford, where the Prisoner complaining that he was 
short of Money, the Prosecutor lent him a Crown out 
of his Pocket, and at Loud Water, the Place where 
they lodged the next Night, he lent him half a Crown 
more. The next Morning they came for London, 
and being a little on this Side of Uxbridge, Young 
said, he had a Friend in Hounslow who would ad- 
vance him the Money which he had borrowed from 
the Prosecutor, and thereupon desired Mr. Stinton to 
go with him thither, to which he agreed, and Young 
thereupon persuaded him to go by a nearer Way, and 
under that Pretence, after making him leap Hedges 
and Ditches, at last brought him to a Place by the 
River Side, where on a Sudden he knocked him off 
his Horse, and that with such Force, that he made 
the Blood gush out at his Nose and Mouth. • As 
soon as Yoimg perceived that the Prosecutor had re- 
covered his Senses a little, he demanded his Money, 
to which Mr. Stinton replied. Is this the Manner in 
which you treat your Friend f Yon see I have not 
Strength to give you anything ; whereupon Young 
took from him his Pocket-Book and Money, and Mr. 
Stinton earnestly entreated that he would give him 
something to bear his Expenses home. Young in 
answer thereto said, Ay, V II give you what shall carry 
yott home straight, and then shot him in the Neck, 
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and pushing him down into the Ditch, said, lie tJiere. 
Mr. Stinton some Time after, with much Ado, crawled 
out and got to a House, but saw no more of the 
Prisoner, or of either of their Mares. George Hart- 
well deposed, that he helped both the Prisoner and 
the Prosecutor to the Inn where they lay at Oxford. 
Sarah Howard deposed, that she kept the Inn or 
House where they lodged at Loitd-Water, the Night 
before the Robbery was committed. All the Wit- 
nesses as well as the Prosecutor being positive to the 
Person of the Prisoner, the Charge seemed to be as 
fully proved as it was possible for a thing of that 
Nature to admit. The Prisoner in his Defence did 
not pretend to deny the Fact, but as much as he was 
able endeavoured to extenuate it. He said that for 
his part he did not know anything of the Mare, that 
the going off of the Pistol was merely an Accident, 
that he did indeed take the Money, and therefore did 
not expect any thing else than to suffer Death, but 
that it would be a great Satisfaction to him, even in 
his last Moments, that he neither had or ever in- 
tended to commit any Murder ; but those Words in 
the Prosecutor's Evidence, F II give you something to 
carry you home, and lie there (that is in the Ditch), 
being mentioned in summing up the Evidence to the 
yury, Young with great warmth, and many Asseve- 
rations denied that he made use of them. The Jury, 
after a very short Consideration being fully satisfied 
with the Evidence which had been offered, found him 
guilty. The very same Day his Wife was indicted 
for the Robbery of her Mistress ; when the Facts 
were as follows. She on a Sunday conveyed Young 
secretly up Stairs in her Mistress's House, where she 
passed for a single Woman, when he took an Oppor- 
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tunity to break open a Closet, and to steal from 
thence ninety Guineas, and ten Pounds in Silver, a 
Satin Petticoat of the Value of Thirty Shillings, and 
an Orange Crape Petticoat, she obtaining Leave of 
her Lady to go out in the Afternoon, took that Op- 
portunity to go quite away. She was not heard of 
for a long Time, until her Husband being appre- 
hended for the Fact for which he died, somebody re- 
membered her, and the Story of her Robbing her 
Mistress caused her thereupon to be apprehended. 
This person not being able to prove her Marriage at 
the Time of her Trial, she was convicted, and ordered 
for Transportation. This was a very different Story 
fi;om that which Young told of his Wife's Adventures 
in his Relations ; but when it came to be mentioned 
to that unhappy Man, and pressed upon him, though 
he could not be brought to acknowledge it, yet he 
never denied it, which the Ordinary says, was a 
Method of proceeding he took up, because unwilling 
to confess the Truth, and afraid when so near Death 
to tell a Lie. 

When under Sentence of Death, this unfortunate 
Person began to have a true Sense of his own miser- 
able Condition. He was very far from denying the 
Crime for which he suffered, although he still con- 
tinued to deny some of the Circumstances of it. The 
Judgment which had been pronounced upon him he 
acknowledged to be very just and reasonable, and 
was so far from being either angry or affrighted at 
the Death he was to die, that on the Contrary, he 
said it was the only thing that gave his Thoughts 
ease ; to say Truth, the Force of Religion was never 
more visible in any Man, than it was in this unfortu- 
nate Malefactor. He was sensible of his Repentance 
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being both forced and late, which made him attend to 
the Duties thereof with an extraordinary Fervor and 
Application ; he said, that the Thoughts of his Disso- 
lution had no other Effect upon him, than to quicken 
his Diligence in imploring God for Pardon. To all 
those who visited him either from their Knowledge 
of him in former Circumstances, or as too many do, 
from the Curiosity of observing how he would behave 
under those melancholy Circumstances in which he 
then was, he discoursed of nothing but Death, Eter- 
nity, and future Judgment. The Gravity of his 
Temper and the serious Turn of his Thoughts was 
never interrupted in any Respect, throughout the 
whole Space of Time, in which he lay under Con- 
demnation ; on the Contrary he every Day appeared 
to have more and more improved from his Medita- 
tions, and almost continual Devotions, appearing fre- 
quently when at Chapel wrapped up as it were in 
Ecstasy, at the Thoughts of Heaven and future Feli- 
city, humbling himself however for the numberless 
Sins he had committed, and omitting nothing which 
could serve to shew the Greatness of his Sorrow, 
and the Sincerity of his Contrition. The Day he 
was to die, the unfortunate old Man his Father, then 
upwards of seventy Years of Age, came to visit him, 
and saw him haltered as he went out to Execution. 
Words are too feeble to express the Impetuosity of 
Grief which overwhelmed both the miserable Father 
and the dying Son. The old Man, bedewing him 
with a Flood of Tears, exhorted him not to let go 
his Hopes in Christ, even in that miserable Conjunc- 
ture, but that he should remember the Mercy of God 
was over all his Works, and in an especial Manner 
was promised to those who were penitent for their 
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Sins, which Christ had especially confirmed in sealing 
the Pardon of, the repenting Thief even upon the 
Cross. At the Place of Execution he appeared 
scarce without any Appearance of Terror, much less 
of Obstinacy or Contempt of Death. Being asked 
what he did with the Pocket-Book which he took 
from Mr. Sfinton, and which contained in it things of 
great Use to him. Young replied ingenuously that he 
had burnt it, for which he was heartily sorry, but that 
he did not look into or made himself acquainted with 
its Contents. Just before the Cart drew away, he 
arose and spoke to the People, and said. The Love of 
Idleness, being too much addicted to Company, and a 
too greedy Love of strong Liquors has brought m,e to 
this unhappy End. The Law intends m-y Death for 
an Example unto others ; let it be so, let m-y Follies 
prevent others from falling into the like, and let the 
Shame which you see me suffer, deter all of you from, 
the Commission of sitch Sins as m,ay bring you to the 
like fatal End. My Sentence is jtist, my Death is 
just; but Pray, good People, for m,y Soul, that thoiigh 
[die ignom-iniously here, I m-ay not perish everlastingly. 
He was executed on the first olfune, 1730, being at 
that Time about thirty- three Years of Age. 
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The Life ^Thomas Polson, alias Hitchen, a 
Foot-pad and Highwayman. 

pABIT is the most dangerous of all Evils. 
The Transports of Passion are sometimes 
prevented from having fatal Effects, either 
by the Precautions of those with whom we 
Quarrel, or a Sudden Reflection of our own Minds 
checks our Hands ; but where Men have abandoned 
themselves to Wickedness, and give themselves up 
to the Commission of every Kind of Evil without 
Restraint, there is little Expectation to be entertained 
of their ever mending, and if the Fear of a Sudden 
Death work a true Repentance, it is all that can be 
hoped for. This unfortunate Man, of whose Actions 
the Course of our Memoirs obliges us to treat, was 
descended from Parents who lived at Marlow in the 
County of Salop. They were honest in their Re- 
putations, and easy in their Circumstances. They 
spared nothing in the Education of their Son, and 
even while a Child and at School, he gave too evi- 
dent Symptoms of a lazy, indolent, and dishonest 
Disposition, which attended him so flagrantly, and 
were justly the Occasion of all the Misfortunes of 
his succeeding Life. Learning was of all things his 
Aversion ; it was with Difficulty that he was taught 
to read and write. As to Employment, his Father 
brought him up to Husbandry, and the Business 
of a rural Life. When he was of Age his Father 
gave him an Estate of twenty Pounds per Anmim, 
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freehold, and got him into a very good Farm. 
He procured for him also a Wife, who had ten 
Pounds a Year more of her own, and settled him in 
such a Manner, that no young Man in the Country 
had a better Prospect of doing well than himself; 
but alas ! to what Purpose are the Endeavours of 
others, where a Man studies nothing so much as to 
compass his own Ruin? On a sudden he took a 
Love to Card-playing, and addicted himself to it with 
such Earnestness, that he neglected his Business and 
squandered his Money. Want was what of all things 
he hated, except Work ; and therefore rather than 
labour to retrieve, he bethought himself of an easier 
Way of getting Money, and that was to steal. His 
first Attempt was upon his Father, whom he robbed 
of a considerable Sum of Money. He not being in 
the least suspected, a poor Maid who lived in the 
House bore the Blame for about six Months ; and 
nobody in all that Time being charged with it but 
her, there was at last a Design in the old Man's 
Head to prosecute her. This reaching young Pol- 
son's Ear, he resolved not to let an Innocent Person 
suffer (which was indeed a very just and honourable 
Act), whereupon he wrote an humble Letter to his 
Father, acknowledging his Fault, begging Pardon 
for his Offences, and desiring that he would not 
prosecute the poor Woman, or suffer her to lie any 
longer under the Odium of a Fact of which she had 
not the least Knowledge. This to be sure had its 
Effect on his Father, who was a very honest and 
considerate Man. He took Care to restore the Wench 
to her good Character and his Favour, though for a 
while he with just Reason continued to frown upon 
his Son. At last paternal Tenderness prevailed, and 
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after giving him several Cautions and much good 
Advice, he promised on his good Behaviour to for- 
give him what was past. The young Man promised 
fairly, but falling quickly into Necessities, Want of 
Money had its old Effect upon him again, that is, it 
produced Want of Grace. Impatient to be at his old 
Practices, tired with Work, and yet not knowing how 
to get Money, he at length resolved to go into Wales, 
and steal Horses. This Project he executed, and 
took one from Mr. Lewis of a considerable Value. 
He sold it to a London BtUcher for about sixteen 
Pounds, at a Village not far from Shrewshiry. That 
Money did him a little Good, and therefore the next 
Time he was in a Strait, he readily bethought him- 
self of Wales. Accordingly he equipped himself 
with a little Pad, and out he set in quest of Purchase. 
At a little Lnn in Wales he met a Gentleman whom 
he had reason to suppose had Money about him, 
whereupon our Highwayman was very industrious, 
first to make him drink, and then to get him for a 
Bed-fellow, both, of which Designs he in the End 
brought to pass, and by that Means robbed him 
of six Pounds odd in Money, taking Care to go 
in the Morning by a different Road from what 
he talked of, and by that Means easily escaped the 
Pursuit which was made after him. When he had 
committed this Fact he retired towards Canterbury, 
giving himself over entirely to Thieving or Cheating, 
on which Design he traversed the whole County of 
Kent, but found the People so cautious, that he did 
it with very little Advantage, until at last coming 
near Maidstone, he observed a Quantity of fine Linen 
hanging upon a Hedge. He immediately bethought 
himself, that though the People were wise, yet their 
Hedges might be otherwise, ujion which stepping up 
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to it, he fairly stripped it of ten fine Shirts, and so 
left the People who had washed them to account for 
it. After this Exploit he made the best of his Way 
to London, where he speedily sold the stolen Linen 
for five Pounds to a Life-Gtiards-Man ; and when he 
had spent a good Part of it, down he went into 
Norfolk, and being in that County, pitched upon the 
Town of Elsom for the Place of his Residence, in 
order to observe what might most easily be carried 
off. But being afraid that the Inhabitants would take 
Notice of a Stranger's setting up his Abode there for 
any considerable Time, he thought fit to pretend" to 
be very lame. Having continued as long as he 
thought proper in this Place, he took his Opportunity 
to carry off a fine Mare out of the Grounds of Sir 
yohn Hubbard, Baronet (now the Right Honourable 
the Lord Blicking). This was one of the most dange- 
rous Facts he ever committed ; the Scent was so strong 
upon him, and so quickly followed, that he was forced 
to take a Multitude of Bye-ways to get to London, 
where he set her up in the Hay-Market. However 
he quickly found there was no Possibility of dis- 
posing of her here, Information having been given of 
her to all the great Jockeys, so that he was obliged 
for present Money to borrow four Guineas of the 
Man at the Inn, and to leave her in his Hands ty 
way of Security, which was making but a poor Hand 
of what he had hazarded his Life for. By this Time 
his Father had received some Intelligence of his Way 
of Living, and outof Tenderness of its Consequences, 
wrote to him, assuring him of Forgiveness for all that 
was past, if he would come down into the Country 
and live honestly. Such undeserved Tenderness 
■ had some Weight even with our Criminal himself ; 
and he at last began to frame his Mind to comply 
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with the Request of so good a Father. Accordingly- 
down he came, and for a Htde Space behaved him- 
self honestly and as he should do, but his old Dis- 
temper Laziness quickly came in his Way, and he 
finding Money not come in so fast as he would have 
it, began to think of his old Practice again, and pre- 
pared himself once more to sally out upon his illegal 
Adventures. For this Purpose he took with him a 
little Mare of his Brother's (for at that Time he had 
no Horse proper for the Designs he went on), and 
forth he rode in search of Prey. Wales was the 
Place he first visited, and after riding up and down 
for a good while, without meeting with any Purchase 
worth taking, he at last unluckily stumbled upon a 
poor old Man in Flintshire, who had one Foot 
already in the Grave, and from him he took a Silver 
Watch, worth about five Pounds, and five Shillings 
in Money, which was all the poor Man had ; and 
making thereupon the greatest Haste he could out of 
the Country, he got clear away before it was dis- 
covered. After this he came again to London, where 
what little Money he had he lavished away upon 
Women of the Town. It was not long before Want 
overtook him again, upon which he determined to 
visit Yorkshire, in Hopes of raising some considerable 
Booty there. All the Way down, according to his 
common Practice he bilked the Public-Houses, and at 
last arriving at Doncaster, began to set heartily about 
the Work for which he came down. On a Market 
Day he robbed an old Farmer of forty Shillings and 
a Pair of Silver Buckles, taking his Horse also from 
him, which when he had rode about fifteen Miles 
across the Country he turned loose, rambling from 
thence on Foot as well as he could in order to get 
into his Native County of Shropshire, where after 
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the Commission' of a Multitude of such Actions, none 
of which afforded him any great Booty, he arrived. 
His Father took him home again, and he Hved for 
eleven Months tolerably honest. However to keep 
his Hand in use, he now and then stole a Shoulder 
of Mutton, a Joint which he particularly loved, but 
sometimes to please his Father he would work a little, 
though it always went much against the Grain. At 
last he quarrelled with his Wife, and thereupon 
threatened to go away again, which very quickly after 
he did, turning his Course (notwithstanding his former 
ill Success) into Yorkshire once more. He was at 
several of the Races in that County, and having no 
particular Business at any Place, did nothing but 
course the Country round, pilfering and stealing 
whatever came in his Way, insomuch, that at one 
End finding nothing else to lay his Hands on, he 
stole the People's Sheets off the Bed he lay in, and 
marched off in the Morning so early, that he was 
out of Danger before they perceived the Theft, but. 
finding that he could not do any considerable Matter 
amongst the People, mnning to a Proverb, he be- 
thought himself of returning, to London, and the 
Society of those Strumpets in which he took Delight. 
However all the Way on the Road, he picked up 
as much as kept him pretty well all the Way. 
On his Arrival in Town he set up his Place of Resi- 
dence in an Iiin near Leather-Lane in Holborn, where 
he remained one whole Day to Rest himself after the 
Fatigue of his Northern Journey. There he reflected 
on the sad State in which his Affairs were, being, 
without Money and without Friends, justly disre- 
garded by his Friends in the Country, and hated and 
despised by all his Neighbours. His Debts too 
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amounted there to near a hundred and forty Pounds, 
so that there was no Hope in going back. The 
Result of these Cogitations was that the next Day he 
would go out on the Road towards Hampstead, and 
see what might be made there. He accordingly did 
so, but with very ill Success ; however he returned a 
second Time and had no better. The third Day, 
towards Evening, he observed an old Gentleman in 
a Chaise by himself, whom he robbed of six Guineas, 
a Watch, a Mourning Ring, and Nine and Sixpence 
in Silver, and then making over the Fields got home 
safe. For three Days he thought fit to remain within 
Doors under Pretence of Sickness, fearing lest he 
should be advertised and described in the Public 
Prints ; but finding nothing of that happened, he grew 
bold, and for about fourteen Nights continued the 
same Trade constantly, getting sometimes two or 
three Pieces, and sometimes losing his Labour and 
getting nothing at all. At length waiting pretty late 
for an old Man, who as he was informed was to come 
that Night with eight hundred Pounds about him, 
although he was so feeble that a Child might be able 
to take it from him, he at length grew impatient, and 
resolved to rob the first Man he met. This proved 
to be one Mr. Andrews, who raised so quick a Pursuit 
upon him, that he never lost Sight of him until the 
Time of his being apprehended, which was at Cam- 
brey-House, from whence he was carried to Newgate 
and prosecuted the next Sessions for the aforesaid 
Robbery. He was then indicted for taking from the 
said Thomas Andrews, after putting him in Fear, six 
or seven Shillings in Money, a Bay-Mare, Bridle, and 
Saddle, and a Cane, on the 23rd of July, 1 730. The 
Evidence was exceedingly clear, he having, as I have 
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said, never got out of Sight, from the Time of the 
Robbery to the Time he was taken. Under Sentence 
of Death the Prisoner behaved with great Piety and 
Resignation. He shewed great Concern for the 
Offences of his former Life, and testified the utmost 
Sorrow for having blemished an honest Family by 
the Shame of his Vices and their just Punishment. 
The Night before his Execution he wrote a Letter to 
his Parents in the Country, which though it be in a 
very uncouth Style, yet I have thought fit to insert 
it verbatim, because there is a Strain in it of unusual 
Confusion and Concern, expressing the Agony of a 
Dying Man with more Truth and'Tenderness than 
the best penned Epistle could have done. 

The Letter. 

Honoured Parents, 

My Duty to both, my Love to my Brother-in-Law. 
f wish to God I had been ruled by you, for now I see 
the Evil of m.y Sin, btU I freely die, only the Disgrace 
1 have brought on yoii, m,y Wife and Children. I 
wrote to m,y Wife last Saturday Week, but had no 
Answer, for I should have been glad to have heard 
from, you before I die, which will be on Wednesday 
the 7th (^/"October, hoping I have made my Peace with 
God Almighty ; I freely forgive all the World, and 
die in Charity with all People. Had it nt>t been for 
Joyce Hite's Sister, and Mr. Howel, / might have 
starved, he told m.e it had cost him fifteen Shillings on 
my Account, and he gave me four more. I desire 
Thomas Mason will give my Wife that Locket for my 
Son. 
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I have nothing mot'e to say, but my Prayers to God 
for you all Day and Night, and for God's Sake ! be 
as kind to my poor Wife and Children as lies in your 
Power. I desire there might be some Care taken of 
that Estate at M\wtov\. for m.y Son, Mr. Botfield hatk 
the old Writings, and I beg you will get them and give 
them to m^y Wife, and pray shew her this Letter, and 
my Love to her, and my Blessing to my Children; 
begging of her as I am a Dying Man to be good to 
them, and not make any Difference in them., but be as 
kind to one as to the other ; and if she is able, to put 
the Boy to some Trade. Mr. Waring and Thomas 
Tomlings have each of them, a Book of mine, pray ask 
them for thetn ; which is all / have to say, but my 
Prayers to God for you all, which is all from your 

Dying Son, 
In my Cell, r> -r. 

Odober the 6th. Ricuakt^ Polson. 

P.S. My Love to all my Friends ; pray shezu this 
Letter to my Wife as soon as you can, and desire of 
her to bring up my Children in the Fear of the Lord, 
and to make my Son a Scholar if she is able. There 
is five of us to die. 

In this Disposition of Mind, and without adding 
anything to his former Confessions, he suffered on 
the 7th of October, 1730, being then in the 33rd Year 
of his Age. 



Samuel K'kii^iT'ro'hg, a House-bi'-eaker. 377 




The Life of Samuel Armstrong, a House-breaker. 

HAVE heretofore remarked the great 
Danger there is in having an ill Character, 
and keeping ill Company, from the Proba- 
bility which it gives of Truth to every Ac- 
cusation that either Malice or Interest may induce 
Men to bring against one. This Malefactor was the 
Son of Parents in tolerable Circumstances, who were 
careful of his Education, and when he grew up bound 
him Apprentice to Captain Matthews, Commander of 
a Vessel which traded to Guinea and the West-Indies. 
He behaved at Sea very well, and had not the least 
Objection made to his Character when he came home. 
Happy had it been for him if he had gone to Sea 
again, without suffering himself to be tainted with the 
Vices of this great City. Unfortunately he fell in 
Love with a young Woman, and lived with her for 
some Time as his Wife. His Fondness for this 
Creature drew him to be guilty of those base Actions 
which first brought him to Newgate and the Bar at 
the Old Bailey, and so far blasted his Character as 
unfortunately betrayed him to Death. In the Com- 
pany of this Female he quickly lavished what little' 
Money he had, and not knowing how to get more, he 
fell in with the Persuasions of some wicked young 
Fellows who advised him to take to robbing in the 
Streets. Certain it is that he had not made many 
Attempts before he was apprehended. The first 
Fact he was concerned in, was stealing a Man's Hat 



378 The Life of 

and Tobacco-Box in Thames-street. The Theft was 
committed by his Companion, who gave them to him, 
then running away, left him to be answerable for the 
Fact, for which being indicted at the next Sessions at 
the Old Bailey he was found guilty ; but it being a 
single Felony, it did not affect his Life. However, 
he was seen there by one Holland, who turned Evi- 
dence, and thought fit to save his own Life by swear- 
ing against Armstrong the Commission of a Burglary 
which he himself and one* Thomas Griffith actually 
committed. However his Oath being positive, and 
the Character of this unhappy Lad so bad, the People 
who were robbed were induced to prosecute him with 
great Vehemence, and the fury on the same Pre- 
sumptions found him guilty. Griffith, who received 
Sentence with him, but afterwards had a Pardon, ac- 
knowledged that he himself was guilty, but declared 
at the same Time that this unhappy young Man was 
absolutely clear of what was laid to his Charge, Hol- 
land and himself being the only Persons who com- 
mitted the Burglary, and took away the Kitchen 
things which were sworn against him. But Arm- 
strong coming to Newgate, and seeing Holland, and 
speaking to him about something, Holland took the 
Opportunity of asking who Armstrong was, and what 
he came' there for. Being told the Story of his Con- 
viction for the Hat and Wig, he thought fit to add 
him to his former Information against Griffith, and 
so by swearing against two effectually secured him- 
self. Armstrong went to Death absolutely denying 
the Fact for which he was to suffer. At the Place 
of Execution his Colour changed ; and though at 
other Times he appeared to be a bold young Man, 
yet now his Courage failed him. He trembled and 
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turned pale, besought the People to pray for his Soul, 
and in great Agony and Confusion, submitted to 
Death on the 7th Day of October, 1730, being at the 
Time of his Death about twenty-two Years of Age. 

The Life of Nicholas Gilburn, a most notorious 
Highwayman. 

I HIS unfortunate Person was born at Ballin- 
gary, in the West of Ireland, of Parents in 
tolerable Circumstances, who gave him a 
good Education, but perceiving that he had 
a martial Disposition, resolved not to cross it, and 
therefore, though he was not above fourteen Years of 
Age, they got him recommended to an Officer, who 
received him as a Dragoon. He served about four 
Years with very good Reputation in the Army. 
Having a Brother in a Regiment of Horse, who 
wrote to him fronl London, and encouraged him to 
come over into England, this occasioned his writing 
to his Officer to desire his Discharge. To this his 
Officer readily agreed. He went thereupon from the 
North oi Ireland to the West, to his Friend, where 
having equipped himself with Clothes, Linen, and 
other Necessaries, he came for London, expecting to 
meet his Brother ; but on his Arrival here, he was 
disappointed, and that Disappointment, together with 
his Want of Money, made him very uneasy. At last, 
in order to procure Bread, he resolved to enlist in the 
Foot-Guards. He did so, and continued in them for 
two Years, during which Time, he says in his dying 
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Declaration, that he did Duty as well and appeared 
as clean as any Man in the Company ; nay in all that 
Time he avers that he never neglected his Guard 
but once, which was fatal to him ; for it brought him 
into the Acquaintance of those who betrayed him to 
Measures which cost him his Life. Being taken up 
and carried to the Savoy for the aforementioned 
Offence, he had not been long in Prison before Wil- 
son, who had been concerned with Burnworth, alias 
Frazier, and the Rest, in the Murder of Mr. Ball in 

the Mint, and one Mr. G , an old Highwayman, 

though he had never conversed with him before, 
came to pay him a Visit. They treated him both 
with Meat and Drink, seemed to commiserate his 
Condition very much, and promised him that he 
should not want Twelvepence a Day during the 
Time in Confinement. This Promise was well kept, 
and Gilburn in a few Days obtained his Liberty. 
The next Day he met Wilson in St. fames s Park, 
who after complimenting him upon his happy Deli- 
verance, invited him to a House in Spring-Garden 
to drink and make merry together. Gilburn readily 
consented, and after discoursing of Courage, want of 
Money, the Miseries of Poverty, and some other Pre- 
paratory Articles, Wilson parted with him for that 
Time, appointing another Meeting with him at 
eleven o'Clock the next Morning. There Wilson 
pursued his former Topic, and at last told him plainly, 
that the best and shortest Method to relieve their 
Wants, was to go on the Highway ; and when he 
had once made this Step, he scrupled not to make 
a further, telling Gilburn that there was no such 
Danger in those Practices as are generally appre- 
hended, for that with little Care and Circumspection, 
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thq Gallows might be well enough avoided, which he 
said was plain enough from his own Adventures, since 
he had lived several Years in the Profession, and by 
being cautious enough to look about him, had escaped 
Confinement. Gilburn heard this Account with 
Terror ; he had never committed anything of this 
Kind hitherto, and knew very well that if he once 
engaged, he could never afterwards go back. Wil- 
son seemed not at all uneasy at his Pause^ but artfully 
introducing Discourse on other Subjects, plied him in 
the meanwhile with Liquor, until he saw him pretty 
warm, and then resumed the Story of his own Ad- 
ventures and of the Facility of acquiring Money 
where a Man is but well stored with Courage, and 
has ever so little Conduct. This Artifice unfortu- 
nately had its Effect, Wilsons Conversation and the 
Fumes of the Liquor prevailing so far upon Gilburn, 
that, as he himself phrased it, he resolved at last upon 
Business. The Day following Gilburn provided 
himself with Pistols, and removed his Quarters to go 
and live with' Wilson, who encouraged him with all 
the Arguments he was able to stick to his new Pro- 
fession, and Gilburn in return swore he would live 
and die with him ; so at Night they went out to- 
gether in quest of Adventures, the Road they took 
being towards Paddington. A little after they were 
come into the Fields, they attacked a Gentleman and 
took from him eight Shillings, with which Gilburn 
was very much pleased ; though they had little Luck 
all the Night after, so that they returned at last to 
their Lodgings, weary and fatigued, and were obliged 
to mount Guard the next Morning. When their 
Guard was over, they were, as Mr. Gilburn expresses 
it in his last Speech, as bare as a Bird's Arse ; so no 
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Time was to be lost, and accordingly that Night they 
made their second Expedition. Nobody coming in 
their Way, Gilburn began to fret, and at last falling 
into a down-right Passion, swore he would rob the 
first Man he met. He was as good as his Word, and 
the Booty he got proved a tolerable Provision for 
some Days. But Guard-day drawing nigh again, 
Wilson told him there was no mounting without 
Money, and the same Methods were taken as for- 
merly, but as the Leagues by which Men are united 
in Villany are liable to a Thousand Inconveniences, 
which are uneasily borne, and hard to be remedied, 
so Wilsons Humours being very different from those 
of Gilburn, they soon began to differ about the 
Money they acquired by Plunder. At last coming 
one Night very much tired and fatigued to a Public- 
House with which Wilson was acquainted, they 
called for some Drink to refresh themselves, which 
when they had done, Gilburn was for dividing the 
Money, himself standing in need of Linen and other 
Necessaries. Wilson on the other Hand was for 
having a Bowl of Punch, and Words thereupon arose 
to such a Height that at last they fell to Fighting. 
This Quarrel was irreconcilable, and they absolutely 
parted Company, though Gilbtirn unfortunately pur- 
sued the same Road and robbed a Gentleman on 
Horseback of several Yards of fine Padusoy, for 
which he was shortly after apprehended and com- 
mitted to Newgate. At first he absolutely denied 
the Fact, but when he was convicted, and saw no 
Hopes of Pardon, he acknowledged what had been 
sworn against him by the Prosecutor to be true. 
He attended with much Gravity at Chapel, and 
seemed to be greatly afflicted through a due Sense 
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of the many Sins which he had committed. Wilson 
his Companion had a Httle before been executed at 
Kingston, and Gilburn, with all outward Signs of 
Contrition, suffered the same Death at Tyburn, at 
the same Time with the before-mentioned Malefactor, 
being at the Time of his Death about twenty-two 
Years of Age. 

The Lives of James O'Bryan, Hugh Morris, and 
Robert Johnson, Highwaymen & Street-Robbers. 

|;MONGST the many flagrant Vices of the 
present Age, there is none more remarkable 
than the strange Property we see in young 
People to commit the most notorious Crimes 
provided they may thereby furnish themselves with 
Money enough to support their lavish Expenses, 
This Vice was scarce heard of in former Times among 
Lads of the Age at which our boldest Highwaymen 
begin to exert themselves now. The first of these 
unfortunate Lads, James O Bryan, was born at Dub- 
lin, and brought over here when young. He had a 
good Education given him, which he had very little 
Inclination to make a proper Use of. Nothing could 
persuade him to go out to a Trade ; on the Contrary, 
he pretended he would apply himself to his Father's 
Employment, which was that of a Plasterer; but as 
working was required, he soon grew out of Humour 
with it, and addicted himself wholly to strolling about 
the Streets with such wicked Lads as himself, and 
so was easily drawn in to think of supplying himself 
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with Money by the Plunder of honest People, to carry 
on those Debaucheries in which, though a Lad, he 
was already deeply immersed. Women forsooth 
drew this Spark away from the Paths of Virtue and 
Goodness at about Sixteen Years old ; after which 
Time he lost all Sense of Duty to his Parents, Respect 
of Laws, Divine or Human, and even Care of himself 
It seems he found certain Houses in Chick-Lane, 
where there met Abundance Of loose young Men and 
Women, who accustomed themselves to every kind 
of Debauchery which it was possible for wicked People 
to commit, or the most fruitful Genius to invent. 
Here he fell into the Company of his two Compan- 
ions, Morris and Johnson. The first of these was 
the Son of an unfortunate Tradesman, who had once 
kept a great Shop, and lived in good Reputation in 
the Strand, but through the common Calamities of 
Life, he was so unfortunate as to break, and laying 
it too much to Heart, died soon after it, happy how- 
ever in one thing, that he did not live to see the 
deplorable End of his Son by the Hand of Justice. 
Robert Johnson, was the Son of honest Parents. 
He had a good Education, but put it to a very ill Use. 
Having all his Lifetime been addicted to pilfering 
and thieving, at last he fell into the Company of these 
unfortunate young Men, who led him a more direct 
Way to the Gallows than perhaps he might have 
found of himself One of its chief Inducements to 
forfeit Reputation and hazard Life by engaging in 
Street-Robberies, was his commencing an Amour 
with his Father's Servant Maid, and not long after 
falling into a Multitude of such like Adventures, the 
ready Road to inevitable Ruin. These three Sparks, 
together with Bernard Fink and another Person, who 
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turned Evidence against them, came all at the same 
Time to a Resolution of attacking People ■ in the 
Streets, and having provided themselves with Pistols, 
and whatever else they thought necessary, for putting 
their Design in Execution, they immediately set about 
it, and though but Boys, committed bolder and more 
numerous Robberies than had ever hitherto been heard 
of It may indeed seem surprising that Lads of their 
Age should be able to intimidate Passengers, but 
when it is considered that having less Precaution than 
older Rogues, they were more ready at firing Pistols, 
or otherwise injuring those whom they attacked, than, 
any Set of Fellows who had hitherto disturbed the 
Crown, this Wonder will wear off. It was not above 
two Months that they continued their Depredations, 
but in that Time they had been exceedingly busy, 
and had committed a Multitude of Facts. One Gen- 
tleman whom they attacked in Lincoln s-Inn-Fields. 
refused to surrender, and drew his Sword upon Morris. 
That young Robber immediately fired his Pistol, and 
the Rest coming to his Assistance, the Gentleman 
thought it but prudent to retire, the Noise they had 
made having alarmed the Watch, and so prevented 
his losing anything. After this it became a common 
Practice with them, as soon as they stopped anybody, 
to clap a Pistol under their Nose, and bid them smell 
to it, while one of their Companions, with a thousand 
Execrations, threatened to blow their Brains out if 
they made the least Resistance. As soon as the Busi- 
ness of the Night was over, they immediately adjour- 
ned to their Places of Rendezvous at Chick-Lane, or 
to other Houses of the same Stamp elsewhere, and 
without the least Consideration of the Hazards they 
had run, squandered the Wages of their Villanies 
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upon such impudent Strumpets as for the Lucre of 
a few ShilHngs prostituted themselves to them in 
these Debaucheries. Mr. O Bryan was the Hero 
of this Troop of Infant-Robbers. He valued himself 
much on never meddling with small Matters, or com- 
mitting any meaner Crime than that of the Highway, 
It happened he had a Mistress coming out of the 
Country, and he would needs have his Companions 
take each of them a Doxy and go with him as far as 
Windsor to receive her. They readily complied, and 
at Windsor they were all seized and from thence 
brought to Town, two of their own Gang turning 
Evidence, so that on the clearest Proof they were all 
three convicted. 

Under Sentence of Death they behaved with great 
Audacity, seemed to value themselves on the Crimes 
they had committed, caused several Disturbances at 
• Chapel, and discovered little or no Sense of that 
miserable Condition in which they were. O Bryan 
died a Papist, and in the Cart read with great Earnest- 
ness a Book of Devotions in that Way. He wrote 
a Letter to his Father the Day before he died, and 
also some things which he calls Verses to his Sister, 
both of which I have subjoined verbatim, that my 
Readers may have the better Idea of the Capacity of 
those poor Creatures. 

To Mr. Terence O Bryan, living in Burleigh-street, 
in the Strand. 

Honoured Father and Mother, 

The Uneasiness T give you is moi'e Terror to me 
than the Thoughts of Death, but pray make yourselves 



James O'Bryan, a Highwayman, &c. 387 

as easy as yoti can, for I hope I am going to a better 
Place, for God is m,y Refuge and m.y Strength, and 
my Helper in Time of Tribulation ; and pray take 
care of 7ny Brother now whilst he is young, and m.ake 
him, serve God, and keep him- out of bad Company. 
If I had served God as I ought to have done, and kept 
out of bad Company, I had not come to this tmhappy 
Misfortune, but I hope it is for the Good of m,y Soul. 
It is good I hope, what God has at present ordained 
for me, for there is Mercy in the Foresight of Death, 
and in the Thne God has given me to prepare for it. A 
natural Death might have had less Terror, but in that 
I might have wanted many Advantages which are now 
granted me. My Trust is in God, and T hope he wont 
Reward me according to my Deserts ; all that I can 
suffer here must have an End, for this Life is short, 
so are all the Sufferings of it, biU the next Life is 
Eternal. Pray give my Love to my Sister, and desire 
her not to neglect her Ditty to God. I hope yoii are. 
all well, as I am at present, T thank God ; so no more 
at present, 

From your Unhappy 

And Undutiful Son, 

James O'Bryan. 

The Verses sent by yames G Bryan to his Sister, 
two Days before his Execution : — 

My Loving tender Sister dear. 
From You I soon must part, I fear : 
Think not on my wretched State, 
Nor grieve for my tmhappy Fate ; 
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But serve the Lord with all your Heart, 
And from you hell never part. 
When I am Dead, and in my Tomb, 
For my poor Soul I hope there's Room 
In Heaven ; with God above on high 
I hope to live Eternally. 

At the Time of their Execution, which was on the 
\6^ oi November, 1730, James O' Bryan was about 
twenty, Hugh Morris seventeen, and Robert John- 
son not full twenty Years of Age. 

The History of the Life and surprising Adventures 

of Capt. John Gow, alias Smith, a most notorious 

Pirate and Mtirderer. 

|HE principal Use to which a Work of this 
Nature can be applied, is to engage Persons 
to refuse the first Stirrings of their Passions, 
and the slightest Emotions of Vice in their 
Breasts, since they see before their Eyes so many bad 
Examples of the fatal Consequences which follow 
upon rash and wicked Enterprises, of which the 
following History exhibits as extraordinary an In- 
stance as perhaps is anywhere to be found. In giving 
an Account of this Malefactor, we will begin with his 
embarking on board the Vessel which he afterwards 
seized and went a Pirating in. It was called the 
George Galley, and was of about two hundred Tons 
Burthen, commanded by Oliver Ferneau, a French- 
man, but a Subject of the Crown of England, who 
entertained this Gow as a private Seaman only, but 
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afterwards, to his great Misfortune, preferred him to 
be the second Mate in the Voyage of which we are 
next to speak. 

Captain Ferneati, being a Man of Reputation among 
the Merchants of Amsterdam, got a Voyage for his 
Ship from thence to Santa Cruz, on the Coast of 
Barbary, to load Bees'-Wax, and to carry it to Genoa, 
which was his dehvering Port ; and as the Dutch, 
having made War with the Turks at Algiers, were 
wilHng to employ his as an English Ship, so he was 
willing to be manned with English Seamen ; and ac- 
cordingly, among the Rest, he unhappily took on board 
this Gow, with his wretched Gang, such as Maccauly, 
Melvin, Williams, and others. Being unable to Man 
themselves wholly with English or Scots, they were 
obliged to take some Swedes and other Seamen to 
make up the Complement, which was twenty-three in 
all. Among the latter Sort, one was named Winster, 
and another Peterson, both of them Swedes by Nation, 
but wicked, too, as Gow and his other Fellows were. 
They sailed from the Fexel in the Month of August, 
1724, and arrived at Santa Cruz on the second of 
September following, where, having a Supercargo on 
board who took charge of the Loading, and four 
Chests of Money to purchase it, they soon got the 
Bees'-Wax' on board, and on the third of November 
they appointed to set Sail to pursue the Voyage. 

That Day, the Ship having lain two Months in the 
Roads at Santa Cruz, taking in her Lading, the 
Captain made Preparations to put to Sea, and the 
usual Signals for sailing having been given, some of 
the Merchants from on Shore, who had been con- 
cerned in furnishing the Cargo, came on board in the 
Forenoon to take their Leave of the Captain, and 
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wish him a good Voyage, as is usual on such Occasions. 
Whether it was concerted by the whole Gang before- 
hand we know not, but while the Captain was treating 
and entertaining the Merchants under the Awning 
upon the Quarter-Deck, as is the Custom in those 
hot Countries, three of the Seamen, viz., Winter and 
Peterson, two Swedes, and Macauly a Scotchman, came 
rudely upon the Quarter-Deck, as if they took that 
Opportunity because the Merchants were present, 
believing the Captain would not use any Violence 
with them in the Presence of the Merchants. They 
made a long Complaint of their ill Usage, and par- 
ticularly of their Provisions and Allowance, as they 
said, being not sufficient, nor such as was ordinarily 
made in other Merchant Ships, seeming to load the 
Captain, Monsieur Ferneau, with being the Occasion 
of it, and that he did it for his private Gain, which 
however was not true, the Overplus of Provisions 
(if the Stores had been more than sufficient) would 
belong to the Owners, not to the Captain, at the End 
of the Voyage, there being also a Steward on board to 
take the Account. In their making this Complaint, 
they seemed to direct their Speech to the Merchants 
as well as to the Captain, as if they had been con- 
cerned in the Ship, or as if desiring them to intercede 
for them with the Captain, that they might have 
Redress, and a better Allowance. 

The Captain was highly provoked at this Rude- 
ness, as indeed he had Reason, it being a double 
Affront to him, as it was done in the View of the 
Merchants who were come on board to him, and to do 
him an Honour at Parting. However, he restrained 
his Passion, and gave them not the least angry Word, 
only that if they were aggrieved, they had no more 
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to do but to have let him know of it ; that if they 
were ill used, it was not by his Order, that he would 
enquire into it, and if anything was amiss it should be 
rectified, with which the Seamen withdrew, seeming 
well satisfied with his answer. About five the same 
Evening they unmoored the Ship, and hove short 
upon their best Bower-Anchor, expecting the Land 
Breeze, as is usual on that Coast, to carry them out 
to Sea ; but instead of that, it fell stark Calm, and the 
Captain fearing the Ship would fall foul of her own 
Anchor, ordered the Mizen-Top-Sail to be furled. 
Peterson, one of the malcontent Seamen, being the 
nearest Man at Hand, seemed to go about it, but 
moved so carelessly and heavily, that it appeared 
plainly he did not care whether it was done or no, 
and particularly as if he had a mind the Captain 
should see it and take Notice of it, which the Captain 
did ; for perceiving how awkwardly he went about 
it, he spoke a little tartly to him, and asked him 
what was the Reason he did not stir and furl the 
Sail. Peterson, as if he had waited for the Question, 
answered in a surly Tone, and with ajcind of Disdain, 
so as we eat, so shall we work. This he spoke aloud, 
so as that he might be sure the Captain heard him 
and the Rest of the Men also ; and it was evident, 
that as he spoke in Plural Number, we, so he spoke 
their Minds as well as his own, and Words which 
they all agreed to before. The Captain, however, 
though he heard plain enough what he said, took not 
the least Notice of it, or gave him the least room to 
believe he had heard him, not being willing to begin 
a Quarrel with the Men, and knowing that if he took 
any Notice at all of it, he must resent it, and punish 
it too. 
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Soon after this the Calm went off, and the Lanu 
Breeze sprung up, and they immediately weighed 
and stood off to Sea; but the Captain having had 
these two Bustles with his Men, just at their putting 
to Sea, was very uneasy in his Mind, as indeed he 
had reason to be ; and the same Evening, soon after 
they were under Sail, the Mate being walking on the 
Ouarter-Deck, he went, and taking two or three 
Turns with him, told him how he had been used by 
the Men, particularly how they affronted him before 
the Merchants, and what an Answer Peterson had 
given him on the Quarter- Deck, when he ordered 
him to furl the Mizen-Top-Sail. The Mate was sur- 
prised at the Thing as well as the Captain, and after 
some other Discourse about it, in which it was their 
Unhappiness not to be so private as they ought to 
have been in a Case of such Importance, the Captain 
told him, he thought it was absolutely necessary to 
have a Quantity of small Arms brought immediately 
into the great Cabin, not only to defend themselves 
if there should be Occasion, but also that he might 
be in a Posture to correct those Fellows for their 
Insolence, especially should he meet with any more 
of it. The Mate agreed that it was necessary to be 
done ; and had they said no more, and said this more 
privately, all had been well, and the wicked Design 
had been much more difficult, if not the Execution 
of it effectually prevented. But two Mistakes in this 
part was the Ruin of them all. First, the Captain 
spoke without due Caution, so that Winter and Peter- 
son, the two principal Malcontents, and who were 
expressly mentioned by the Captain to be corrected, 
overheard it, and knew by that means what they had 
to expect, if they did not immediately bestir them- 
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selves to prevent it. The other Mistake was, that 
when the Captain and Mate agreed that it was 
necessary to have the Arms got ready, and brought 
into the great Cabin, the Captain unhappily bid him 
go immediately to Gow, the second Mate and Gunner, 
and give him orders to get the Arms cleared and 
loaded for him, and to bring them up to the great 
Cabin ; which was, in short, to tell the Conspirators 
that the Captain was preparing to be too strong for 
them, if they did not fall to work with him imme- 
diately. 

Winter and Peterson went immediately forward, 
where they knew th^ Rest of the Mutineers were, 
and to whom they communicated what they had 
heard, telling them that it was Time to provide for 
their own Safety, for otherwise their Destruction was 
resolved on, and the Captain would soon be in such a 
Posture that there would be no meddling with him. 
While they were thus consulting at first, as they said, 
only for their own Safety, Gow and Williams came 
into them, with some others to the Number of eight ; 
and no sooner were they joined by these two, but 
they fell downright to the Point, which Gow had so 
long formed in his own Mind, viz., to seize upon the 
Captain and Mate, and all those that they could not 
bring to join with them ; and, in short, to throw them 
intd the Sea, and to go upon the Account. All 
those who are acquainted with the Sea Language, 
know the Meaning of that Expression, and that it is, 
in few Words, to run away with the Ship and turn 
Pirates. Villainous Designs are soonest concluded ; 
as they had but little Time to consult upon what 
Measures they should take, so a very little Consulta- 
tion served for what was before them, and they came 
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to this short but hellish Resolution, viz., that they 
would immediately, that very Night, murder the Cap- 
tain and such others as they named, and afterwards 
proceed with the Ship as they should see Cause. 
And here it is to be observed, though Winter and 
Peter so fi were in the first Proposal, namely to prevent 
their being brought to Correction by the Captain, yet 
Gow and Williams were the principal Advisers in the. 
bloody Part, which however the Rest soon came into, 
for, as I said before, as they had but little Time to 
resolve in, so they had but very little Debate about 
it, but what was first proposed was forthwith engaged 
in and consented to. 

It must not be omitted that Gow had always had 
the wicked Game of Pirating in his Head, and that 
he had attempted it, or rather tried to attempt it be- 
fore, but was not able to bring it to pass ; so he and 
Williams also had several Times, even this very 
Voyage, dropped some Hints of their vile Design, as 
they thought there was Room for it, and touched 
two or three Times upon what a noble Opportunity 
they had of enriching themselves, and making their 
Fortunes, as they wickedly called it. This was when 
they had the four Chests of Money on board ; and 
Williams made it a Jest in his Discourse, how easily 
they might carry it off. Ship and all ; but as they did 
not find themselves seconded, or that any of the Men 
showed themselves in Favour of such a Thing, but 
rather spoke of it with Abhorrence, they passed it 
over as a kind of Discourse that had nothing at all 
in it; except that one of the Men, viz., the Surgeon, 
took them up short once, for so much as mentioning 
such a thing, told them the Thought was Criminal, 
and it ought not to be spoken of among them, which 
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Reproof, it was supposed, cost him his Life afterwards. 
As Gow and his Comrade had thus Started the Thing 
at a Distance before, though it was then without 
Success, yet they had the less to do now, when other 
Discontents had raised a secret Fire in the Breasts 
of the Men ; for now being as it were mad and des- 
perate, with Apprehensions of their being to be 
severely punished by the Captain, they wanted no 
Persuasions to come into the most wicked Under- 
taking that the Devil or any of his Angels could 
propose to them ; nor do we find that upon any of 
their Examinations they pretended to have made 
any Scruples of or Objections to the Cruelty of 
the bloody Attempt that was to be made, but came 
to it at once, and resolved to put it in Execution 
immediately, that is to say, the same Evening. 

It was the Captain's constant Custom to call all 
the Ship's Company every Night at eight o'Clock 
into the great Cabin to Prayers ; and then the Watch 
being set, one went upon Deck, and the other turned 
in, or (as the Seamen phrase it) went -to their 
Hammocks to sleep, and here they concerted their 
devilish Plot. It was the Turn of five of the Con- 
spirators to go to sleep, and of these, Gow and Wil- 
liams were two ; the three who were to be upon the 
Deck were Winter, Rolson, and Melvin, a Scotchman. 
The Persons they immediately designed for De- 
struction were four, vis., the Captain, the Mate, the 
Supercargo, and the Surgeon, whereof all but the 
Captain were gone to sleep ; the Captain himself 
being upon the Quarter-Deck. Between nine and 
ten at Night, all being quiet and secure, and the poor 
Gentlemen that were to be murdered fast asleep, the 
Villains that were below gave the Watchword, which 
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was, Who fires next ? at which they all got out of 
their Hammocks with as little Noise as they could, 
and going in the Dark to the Hammocks of the chief 
Mate, Supercargo, and Surgeon, they cut all their 
Throats. The Surgeon's Throat was cut so effec- 
tually, that he could struggle very little with them, 
but leaping out of his Hammock, ran up to get upon 
the Deck, holding his hand upon his Throat, but 
stumbled at the Tiller, and falling down had no Breath, 
and consequently no Strength to raise himself, but 
died where he lay. 

The Mate, whose Throat was cut, but not his Wind- 
pipe, Jiad struggled so vigorously with the Villain who 
attacked him, that he got from him and got into the 
Hold ; and the Supercargo, in the same Condition, got 
forwards between Decks under some Deals, and both 
of them begged with the most moving Cries and 
Entreaties for their Lives ; and when nothing could 
prevail, they begged with the same Earnestness but 
for a few Moments to pray to God, and recommend 
their Souls to his Mercy; but alike in vain, for the 
wretched Murderers, heated with Blood, were past 
Pity, and not being able to come at them with Knives, 
with which they had begun the Execution, they shot 
them with their Pistols, firing several Times upon 
each of them till they found they were quite dead. 
As all this, before the Firings, could not be done 
without some Noise, the Captain, who was walking 
alone upon the Quarter-Deck, called out and asked 
what was the Matter. The Boatswain, who sat on 
After-bits, and was not of the Party, answered he 
could not tell, but was afraid there was somebody 
overboard ; upon which the Captain stepped towards 
the Ship's Side to look over, when Winter, Rolson, 
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and Melvin, coming that Moment behind him, laid 
Hands on him, and Hfting him up, at once attempted 
to throw him overboard into the Sea ; but he, being 
a nimble, strong Man, got hold of the Shrouds, and 
struggled so hard with them that they could not 
break his Hold ; but turning his Head to look behind 
him to see who he had to deal with, one of them cut 
his Throat with a broad Dztich Knife, but neither 
was that Wound mortal ; for the Captain still struggled 
with them, and seeing he should undoubtedly be 
murdered, he constantly cried up to God for Mercy, 
for he found there was none to be expected from 
them. During this struggle, another of the Mur- 
derers stabbed him with a Knife in the Back, and 
that with such a Force, that the Villain could not 
draw the Knife out again to repeat his Blow, which 
he would otherwise have done. 

At this moment Gow came up from the Butchery 
he had been at between Decks, and seeing the Cap- 
tain still alive, he went close up to him and shot him 
(as he confessed) with a Brace of Bullets. What 
Part he shot him in could not be known, though they 
said that he shot him in the Head ; however, he had 
yet Life enough, though they threw him overboard, 
to take hold of a Rope, and would still have saved 
himself, but they cut the Rope, and then he fell into 
the Sea and was seen no more. Thus they finished 
the Tragedy, having murdered four of the principal 
Men of Command in the Ship, so that there was now 
nobody to oppose them ; for Gow being second Mate 
and Gunner, the command fell to him of Course, and 
the Rest of the Men having no Arms ready, and hot 
knowing how to get at any, were in the utmost Con- 
sternation, expecting they would go on with the Work 
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and cut all their Throats. In this Fright every one 
shifted for himself. As for those who were upon Deck, 
some got up in the round Tops, others got into the 
Ship's Head, resolving to throw themselves into the 
Sea, rather than to be mangled with Knives and 
murdered as the Captain and Mate, &c., had been. 
Those who were below, not knowing what to do, or 
whose Turn it should be next, lay still in their Ham- 
mocks expecting Death every Moment, and not daring 
to stir, lest the Villains should think they did it in 
order to make Resistance, which however they were 
in no way capable of doing, having no Concert one 
with another, not knowing anything as to who was 
alive or who was dead ; whereas had the Captain, 
who was himself a bold and stout Man, been in his 
great Cabin with three or four Men with him, and 
his Fire-arms, as he intended to have had, those 
eight Fellows had never been able to have done their 
Work; but every Man was taken unprovided, 'and 
in the utmost Surprise, so that the Murderers met 
with no Resistance ; and as for those that were left, 
they were less able to make Resistance than the 
other, so that, as has been said they were in the 
utmost Terror and Amazement, expecting every 
Minute to be murdered as the Rest had been. 

But the Villains had done ; the Persons who had 
any Command were despatched ; so they cooled a 
little as to Blood. The first thing they did afterwards 
was to call up all the eight upon the Quarter-Deck, 
where they congratulated one another, and shook 
Hands together, engaging to proceed by joint Consent 
in their Design, that is, of turning Pirates ; in order 
to which they unanimously chose Gow to command 
the Ship, promising all Subjection and Obedience to 
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his Orders (so that we must now call him Capt. Gow) : 
and he by the same Consent of the Rest, named 
Williams his Lieuteriant ; other Officers they ap- 
pointed afterwards. The first Order they issued 
was to let all the Rest of the Men know, that if they 
continued quiet, and offered not to meddle with any 
of their Affairs, they should receive no Hurt ; but 
chiefly forbid any Man to set a Foot abaft the Main- 
Mast except they were called to the Helm, upon pain 
of being immediately cut in Pieces ; keeping for that 
Purpose one Man at the Steerage Door, and one 
upon the Quarter-Deck, with drawn Cutlasses in 
their Hands ; but there was no need for it, for the 
Men were so terrified with the bloody Doings they 
had seen, that they never offered to come in Sight 
until they were called. 

Their next Work was to throw the three dead 
Bodies of the Mate, the Surgeon, and the Supercargo, 
overboard, which they said lay in their way, and that 
was soon done, their Pockets being first searched 
and rifled ; from thence they went to work with the 
great Cabin, and with all the Lockers, Chests, Boxes, 
and Trunks ; these they' broke open and rifled, that 
is, such of them as belonged to the murdered Persons, 
and whatever they, found there they shared among 
themselves. When they had done this, they called 
for Liquor, and sat down to drinking until Morning, 
leaving the Men (as above) to guard the Arms ; 
but relieved them from Time to Time as they saw 
Occasion. By this Time they had drawn in four 
more of the Men to approve of what they had done, 
and promise to join with them, so that now they were 
twelve in Number, and being but twenty-four at first, 
whereof four were murdered, they had but eight Men 
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to be apprehensive of, and those they could easily 
look after. So the next Day they sent for them all 
to appear before their new Captain, where they were 
told by Gow what his Resolution was, viz., to go a 
cruising, or to go upon the Account, that if they were 
willing to join with them, and go into their Measures, 
they should be well used, and there should be no 
Distinction among them, but they should all fare 
alike ; that they had been forced by the barbarous 
usage of Ferneau to do what they had done, but that 
now there was no looking back, and therefore as they 
had not been concerned in what was past, they had 
nothing to do but to act in Concert, do their Duty as 
Sailors, and obey Orders for the Good of the Ship, 
and no Harm should come to any of them. 

As they all looked like condemned Prisoners 
brought up to the Bar to receive Sentence of Death, 
so they all answered by a profound Silence, which 
Gow took as they meant it, viz., for a Consent, be- 
cause they durst not refuse ; so they were then per- 
mitted to go up and down everywhere as they used 
to do, though such of them as sometimes afterwards 
showed any reluctance to act as Principals, were never 
trusted, always suspected, and often severely beaten, 
and some of them were in many ways inhumanly 
treated, and that particularly by Williams, the Lieu- 
tenant, who was in his Nature a merciless, cruel, and 
inexorable Wretch, as we shall have Occasion to take 
Notice of again in its Place. They were now in a 
new Circumstance of Life, and acting upon a different 
Stage of Business, though upon the same Stage as to 
the Element, the Water. Before they were a Mer- 
chant Ship loaden upon a good Account, with Mer- 
chants' Goods from the Coast of Barbary, and bound 
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to the Coast of Italy ; but they were now a Crew of 
Pirates, or as they call them in the Levant, Corsairs, 
bound nowhere, but to look out for Purchase .and 
Spoil wherever they could find it. In Pursuit of 
this wicked Trade, they first changed the Name of 
the Ship, which was before called the George Galley, 
and which they now called the Revenge, a Name in- 
deed suitable to the bloody Steps they had taken. 
In the next Place they made the best of the Ship's 
Forces ; the Ship had but twelve Guns mounted 
when they came out of Holland ; but as they had six 
more good Guns in the Hold, with Carriages and 
everything proper for Service in Store (because being 
freighted for the Dutch Merchants, and the Algerines 
being at War with the Dutch, they supposed they 
might want them for Defence), now they took care 
to mount them for a much worse Design, so that now 
they had eighteen Guns, though too many for the 
Number of Hands they had on Board. 

In the third Place, instead of pursuing their Voyage 
to Genoa with the Ship's Cargo, they took a clear 
contrary Course, and resolved to station, themselves 
upon the Coasts of Spain and Portitgal, and to cruise 
upon all Nations ; but what they chiefly aimed at 
was a Ship with Wine if possible, for that they wanted 
extremely. The first Prize they took was an English 
Sloop, belonging to Pool, Thomas Wise Commander, 
bound from Newfoundland with Fish for Cadiz. 
This was a Prize of no Value to them, for they knew 
not what to do with the Fish ; so they took out the 
Master, Mr. Wise, and his Men, who were but five 
in Number, with their Anchors, Cables, and Sails, 
and what else they found worth taking, and sunk the 
Vessel. The next Prize they took was a Scotch 

VOL. II. D D 



402 The Life of 

Vessel, bound from Glasgow with Herrings and Sal- 
mon from thence to Genoa, and commanded by one 
Mr. John Somerville, oi Port Patrick. This Vessel 
was likewise of little Value to them, except that they 
took out, as they had done from the other, their 
Arms, Ammunition, Clothes, Provisions, Sails, An- 
chors, Cables, &c., and everything of Value, and sunk 
her too as they had done the Sloop. The Reason 
they gave for sinking these two Vessels was to pre- 
vent their being discovered ; for as they were now 
cruising on the Coast of Portugal, had they let their 
Ships have gone with several of their Men on Board, 
they would presently have stood in for Shore, and 
have given the Alarm ; and the Men-of-War, of 
which there were several, as well Dutch as English, 
in the River oi Lisbon, would presently have put out 
to Sea in quest of them ; and .they were very unwill- 
ing to leave the Coast of Portugal until they had got 
a Ship with Wine, which they very much wanted. 

They cruised eight or ten Days after this, without 
seeing so much as one Vessel upon the Seas, and 
were just resolving to stand more to the Northward 
to the Coast of Gallitia, when they descried a Sail 
to the Southward, being a Ship about as big as theiir 
own, though they could not perceive what Force she 
had. However, they gave Chase, and the Vessel 
perceiving it, crowded from them with all the Sail 
they could make, hoisting up French Colours, and 
standing away to the Southward. They continued 
the Chase three Days and Nights, and though they 
did not gain much upon her, the Frenchman sailing 
very well, yet they kept her in Sight all the while, 
and for the most part within Gun-shot. But the 
third Night the Weather proving a little hazy, the 
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Frenchman changed his Course in the Night, and so 
got clear of them ; and good Reason they had to bless 
themselves in the Escape they had made, if they had 
but known what a dreadful Crew of Rogues they had 
fallen among if they had been taken. They were 
now gotten a long way to the Southward, and being 
greatly disappointed, and in want of Water as well as 
Wine, they resolved to stand away for the Madeiras, 
which they knew was not far off ; so they accordingly 
made the Island in two Days, and keeping a large 
Offing, they cruised for three or four Days more, ex- 
pecting to meet with some Portuguese Vessel going in 
or coming out ; but it was in vain, for nothing stirred. 
So tired with expecting, they stood in for the Road, 
and came to an Anchor, though at a great Distance. 
Then they sent their Boat towards the Shore with 
seven Men, all well armed, to see whether it might 
not be practicable to board one of the Ships in the 
Road, and cutting her away from her Anchors, bring 
her off, or if they found that could not be done, then 
their Orders were to intercept some of the Boats be- 
longing to the Place, which carry Wines off on Board 
the Ships in the Road, or from one Place to another 
on the Coast ; but they came back again disappointed 
in both, everybody being alarmed and aware of them, 
knowing by their Posture what they were. 

Having thus spent several Days to no Purpose, 
and finding themselves discovered, and at last being 
apparently under a Necessity to make an Attempt 
somewhere, they stood away for Porto Santa, about 
ten Leagues to the Windward of the Madeiras, and 
belonging also to the Portugtiese. Here putting up 
British Colours, they sent their Boat ashore with 
Captain Somerville s Bill of Health and a Present to 
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the Governor of three Barrels of Salmon and six 
Barrels of Herrings, and a very civil Message, desir- 
ing leave to water, and to buy some Refreshments, 

pretending to be bound to . The Governor 

very courteously granted their Desire, but with more 
Courtesy than Discretion went off himself with about 
nine or ten of his principal People, to pay the English 
Captain a Visit, little thinking what a kind of a Captain 
it was they were going to compliment, and what Price 
it might have cost them. However Gow, handsomely 
dressed, received them with some Ceremony, and 
entertained them tolerably well for a while ; but the 
Governor having been, kept as long by Civility as 
they could, and the Refreshments from the Shore 
not appearing, he was forced to unmask, and when 
the Governor and his Company rose up to take their 
Leaves, they were to their great Surprise suddenly 
surrounded with a Gang of Fellows with Musquets, 
and an Officer at the Head of them, who told them 
in so many Words they were the Captain's Prisoners, 
and must not think of going on Shore any more 
until the Water and Provisions which were promised 
should come on Board. 

It is impossible to conceive the Consternation and 
Surprise the Portuguese Gentry were in ; nor is it 
very decently to be expressed. The poor Governor 
was so much more than half dead with the Fright, 
that he really befouled himself in a piteous Manner ; 
and the Rest were in not much better Condition. 
They trembled, cried, begged, crossed themselves, 
and said their Prayers as Men going to Execution ; 
but it was all one. They were told flatly the Captain 
was not to be trifled with, that the Ship was in want 
of Provisions, and they would have them, or they 
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should carry them all away. They were, however, 
well enough treated, except the Restraint of their 
Persons, and were often asked to refresh themselves ; 
but they would neither Eat nor Drink any more all 
the while they stayed on Board, which was till the 
next Day in the Evening, when to, their great Satis- 
faction they saw a great Boat come off from the Fort, 
and which came directly to the Ship with seven Butts 
of Water, a Cow and Calf, and a good Number of 
Fowls. When the Boat came up to the Ship, and 
the Stores were delivered, Captain Gow complimented 
the Governor and his Gentlemen, and discharged 
them to their great Joy ; and besides that gave them 
in return for their Provisions twoCerons of Bees'- Wax, 
and fired them three Guns at their going away. It 
is to be supposed they would have a Care how they 
went on Board of any Ship again, in Cornplin^ent to 
their Captain, unless they were very sure who they 
were. Having had no better Success in this out-of- 
the-way run to the Madeiras, they resolved to make 
the best of their way back again to the Coast of Spain 
or Portugal. They accordingly left Porto Santa the 
next Morning with a fair Wind, standing directly for 
Cape St. Vincent, or the Southward Cape. 

They had not been upon the Coast of Spain above 
two or three Days, before they met with a New-Eng- 
land Ship, Cross, Commander, laden with Staves, 

and bound for Lisbon, being to load there with Wine 
for London. This was a Prize also of no value to 
them, and they began to be very much discouraged 
with their bad Fortune. However, they took out 
Capt. Cross and his Men, which were seven or eight 
in Number, with most of the Provisions and some of 
the Sails, and gave the Ship to Captain Wise, the 
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Pool Man, whom they took at first in a Sloop from 
Newfoundland ; and in order to pay Wise and his 
Men for what they took from them, and make them 
Satisfaction, as they called it, they gave to Captain 
Wise and his Mate twenty-four Cerons of Wax, and 
to his Men, who were four in Number, two Cerons 
of Wax each ; thus they pretended Honesty, and to 
make Reparation of Damages by giving them the 
Goods which they had robbed the Dutch Merchants 
of, whose Supercargo they had murdered. The 
Day before the Division of the Spoil, they saw a 
large Ship to Windward, which at first put them into 
some Surprise, for she came bearing down directly 
upon them, and they thought she had been a Portu- 
guese Man-of-War, but they found soon after that it 
was a Merchant Ship, had French Colours, and bound 
Home, as they supposed from the West-Indies ; and 
so it was, for they afterwards learned that she was 
laden at Martinico and bound for Rochelle, The 
Frenchman not fearing them, came on large to the 
Wind, being a Ship of much greater Force than 
Gow's Ship, carrying thirty-two Guns and eighty 
Men, besides a great many Passengers. However, 
Gow at first made as if he would lie by for them, but 
seeing plainly what a Ship it was, and that they 
should have their Hands full of her, began to consider, 
and calling his Men all together upon the Deck, told 
them his Mind, viz., that the Frenchman was ap- 
parently superior in Force every way, that they were 
but ill manned, and had a great many Prisoners on 
Board, and that some of their own People were not 
very well to be trusted, that six of their best Hands 
were on board the Prize, and that all they had left 
were not sufficient to ply their Guns and stand by 
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the Sails ; and that therefore, as they were under no 
Necessity to engage, so he thought it would be next 
to Madness to think of it. 

The Generality of the Men were of Gows Mind, 
and agreed to decline the Fight ; but Williams, his 
Lieutenant, strenuously opposed it, and being not to 
be appeased by all that Gow could say to him, or any 
one else, flew out into a Rage at Gow, upbraiding 
him with being a Coward, and not fit to command 
a Ship of Force. The Truth is, Gows Reasoning 
was good, and the Thing was just, considering their 
own Condition ; but Williams was a Fellow in- 
capable of any solid Thinking, had a kind of a savage, 
brutal Courage, but nothing of true Bravery in him ; 
and this made him the most desperate and outrageous 
Villain in the World, and the most cruel and inhuman 
to those whose Disaster it was to fall into his Hands, 
as had frequently appeared in his Usage of the Pri- 
soners under his Power in this very Voyage. Gow 
was a Man of Temper, and notwithstanding all the 
ill Language Williams gave him, said little or nothing 
but by way of Argument against attacking the French 
Ship, which would certainly have been too strong for 
them ; but this provoked Williams the more, and he 
grew to such an extraordinary Height, that he de- 
manded boldly of Gow to' give his Orders for fighting, 
which Gow declining still, Williams presented his 
Pistol at him, and snapped it, but it did not go off, 
which enraged him the more. 

Winter and Peterson standing nearest to Williams, 
and seeing him so furious, flew at him immediately, 
and each of them fired a Pistol at him ; one shot him 
through the Arm, and the other into his Belly, at 
which he fell, and the Men about him laid hold of 
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him to throw him overboard, beheving he was dead ; 
but as they hfted him up, he started violently out of 
their Hands, and leaped directly into the Hold, and 
frOm thence ran desperately into the Powder- Room, 
with his Pistol cocked in his Hand, swearing he would 
blow them all up, and had certainly done it, if they 
had not seized him just as he had gotten the Scuttle 
open, and was that Moment going to put his hellish 
Resolution in Practice. Having thus secured the 
distracted, raving Creature, they carried him forward 
to the Place which they had made on Purpose between 
Decks to secure their Prisoners, and put him in 
amongst them, having first loaded him with Irons, 
and particularly handcuffed him with his Hands 
behind him to the Satisfaction of the other Prisoners, 
who knowing what a butcherly, furious Fellow hewas, 
were terrified to the last Degree to see him come in 
among them, till they beheld the Condition he came 
in. He was indeed the Terror of all the Prisoners, 
for he usually treated them in a barbarous Manner, 
without the least Provocation, and merely for his 
Humour ; presenting Pistols to their Breasts, swearing 
he would shoot them that Moment, and then would 
beat them unmercifully, and all for his Diversion, 
as he called it. Having thus laid him fast, they 
presently resolved to stand away to the Westward, 
by which they quitted the Martinico Ship, who by 
that Time was come nearer to them, and farther 
convinced them they were in no Condition to have 
engaged her, for she was a stout Ship, and full of 
Men. 

All this happened just the Day before they shared 
their last Prize among the Prisoners, in which they 
put on such a Mock-Face of doing Justice to the 
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several Captains and Mates, and other Men, their 
Prisoners, whose Ships they had taken away, and to 
whom now they made Reparation, by giving them 
what they had taken violently from another, that 
it was a strange Medley of Mock-Justice made up 
of Rapine and Generosity blended together. Two 
Days after this they took a Bristol Ship bound from 
Newfoundland to Oporto with Fish ; they let her 
Cargo alone, for they had no Occasion for Fish, but 
they took out almost all their Provisions, all the Am- 
munition, Arms, etc., all her good Sails, also her best 
Cables, and forced two of her Men to go away with 
them, and then put ten of the Frenchmen on board 
her and let her go. But just as they were parting 
with her, they consulted together what to do with 
Williams the Lieutenant, who was then among the 
Prisoners, and in Irons ; and after a short Debate, 
they resolved to put him on Board the Bristol Ship, 
and send him away too, which accordingly was done, 
with Directions to the Master to deliver him on Board 
the first English Man-of-War they should meet with, 
in order to his being hanged for a Pirate (so they 
jeeringly called him) as soon as he came to England, 
giving the Master an Account of some of his 
Villanies. The Truth is,, this Williams was a 
Monster rather than a Man ; hew^s the most inhuman, 
bloody, and desperate Creature that the World could 
produce ; he was even too wicked for Gow and all 
his Crew, though they were Pirates and Murderers, 
as has been shewn ; his Temper was so savage, so 
villanous, so merciless, that even- the Pirates them- 
selves told him it was Time he was hanged out of 
the Way. 

One Instance of the Barbarity of Williams cannot 
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be omitted, and will be sufficient to justify all that 
can be said of him, namely, that when Gow gave it 
as a Reason against engaging with the Martinico 
Ship, that he had a great many Prisoners on Board, 
and som,e of their own Men that they could not 
depend upon, Williams proposed to have them all 
called up one by one, and to cut their Throats and 
throw them overboard ; a Proposal so horrid, that 
the worst of the Crew shook their Heads at it ; yet 
Gow answered him very handsomely, that there had 
been too much Blood spilt already. This Refusal 
heightened the Quarrel, and was the chief Occasion 
of his offering to Pistol Gow himself ; after which his 
Behaviour was such as made all the Ship's Crew 
resolve to be rid of him ; and it was thought if they 
had not had an Opportunity to send him away as 
they did by the Bristol Ship, they would have been 
obliged to have hanged him themselves. The cruel 
and butcherly Temper of Williams being carried to 
such a Height, and so near to the Ruin of them all, 
shocked some of them, and as they acknowledged 
gave some Check in the Heat of their wicked 
Progress, and had they had an Opportunity to have 
gone on Shore at that Time, without falling into the 
Hands of Justice, it is believed the greater Part of 
them would have abandoned the Ship, and perhaps 
the Trade of a Pirate too. But they had dipped 
their Hands in Blood, and Heaven had no doubt 
determined to bring them, that is the chief of them, 
to the Gallows for it, as indeed th'ey all deserved, so 
they went on. When they put Williams on Board 
the Bristol Ship, and he was told what Directions 
they gave with him, he began to relent, and' made 
all the Intercession he could- to Captain Gow for 
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Pardon, or at least not to be put on Board the Ship, 
knowing if he was carried to Lisbon he should meet 
with his Due from the Portuguese, if not from the 
English ; for it seems he had been concerned in some 
Villainies among the Portugitese, before he came on 
board the George Galley. What they were he did 
not confess, nor indeed does his own Ship's Crew 
trouble themselves to examine him about it. He 
had been wicked enough among them, and it was 
sufficient to make them use him as they did ; it was 
more to be wondered, indeed, they did not cut him in 
Pieces upon the Spot, and throw him into the Sea, 
half on one Side of the Ship, and half on the other ; 
for there was scarce a Man in the Ship but on one 
Occasion or other had some Apprehensions of him, 
and might be said to go in Danger of his Life from 
him. 

But they chose to shift their Hands of him this 
bloodless way ; so they double fettered him, and 
brought him up. When they brought him out 
among the Men, he begged they would throw him 
into the Sea and drown him ; then entreated for his 
Life with a Meanness which made them despise him, 
and with Tears, so that one Time they began to 
relent ; but then the devilish Temper of the Fellow 
over-ruled it again; so at last they resolved to let 
him go, and did accordingly put him on Board, and 
gave him many a hearty Curse at parting, wishing 
him a good Voyage to the Gallows, which was made 
good afterwards, though in such 'Company as they 
little thought of at that Time. The Bristol Captain 
was very just to them ; for, according to their Orders, 
as soon as they came to Lisbon, he was. put on Board 
the Argyle, one of His Majesty's Ships, Captain 
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Bowles Commander, then lying in the Tagus, and 
bound for England, in which he was accordingly- 
brought home, though, as it happened, Heaven 
brought the Captain and the Rest of the Crew so 
quickly to the End of all their Villanies, that they all 
came home in Time enough to be hanged with their 
Lieutenant. But to return to Gow and his Crew. 
Having thus dismissed the Bristol Man, and cleared 
his Hands of most of his Prisoners, he with the same 
wicked Generosity gave the Bristol Captain thirteen 
Cerons of Bees'-Wax, as a Gratuity for his Trouble 
and Charge with the Prisoners, and in Recompense, 
as he called it, for the Goods he had taken from him, 
and so they parted. 

This was the last Prize they took, not only on the 
Coast of Portugal, but any where else ; for Gow, who, 
to give him his Due, was a Fellow of Counsel, and 
had great Presence of Mind in Cases of Exigence, 
considered that as soon as the Bristol Ship came 
into the River of Lisbon, they would certainly give 
an Account of them, as well of their Strength as of 
the Station in which they cruised ; and that con- 
sequently the English Men-of-War, of which there 
are generally some in that River, would immediately 
come abroad to look for them. So he began to 
Reason with his Officers, that now the Coast of Por- 
tugal would be no proper Place at all for them, un- 
less they resolved to fall into the Hands of the said 
Men-of-War, and they ought to consider immediately 
what to do. In these Debates some advised one 
Thing, some another, as is usual in like Cases ; some 
were for going to the Coast of Gioinea, where (as they 
said) there was Purchase enough, and very rich 
Ships to be taken ; others were for going to the 
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West-Indies, and to cruise among the Islands, and 
take up their Station at Tobago ; others, and that riot 
those of the most ignorant, proposed the standing in 
to the Bay of Mexico, and to join in with some of a 
new Sort of- Pirates at St. J ago de la Ctiba, who are 
all Spaniards, and called themselves Giiarda del 
Coasta, that is, Gttard- ships for the Coast, but under 
that Pretence made Prizes of Ships of all Nations, 
and sometimes even of their own Countrymen, but 
especially of the English ; but when this was proposed 
it was answered, they durst not trust the Spaniards. 

Others said they should go first to the Islands of 
New-Providence, or to the Mouth of the Gulf of 
Florida, and then cruising on the Coast of North- 
America, and making their Retreat at New-Providence, 
cruise from the Gulf oi Florida North upon the Coast 
of Carolina, and as high as the Capes of Virginia. 
But riothing could be resolved on ; till at last Gow 
let them into the Secret of a Project, which, as he 
told them, he had long had in his Thoughts, and 
which was to go away to the North of Scotland, near 
the Coast of which, as he said, he was born and bred ; 
and where he said, if they met with no Purchase upon 
the Sea, he could tell them how they should enrich 
themselves by going on Shore. To bring them to 
concur with this Design, he represented the Danger 
they were in where they were, the Want they were 
in of fresh Water, and of several Kinds of Provisions, 
but above all, the Necessity they were in of careening 
and cleaning their Ship ; that it was too long a 
Run for them to go to the Southward ; and that they 
had not Provisions to serve them till they could 
reach to any Place proper for that Purpose ; and 
they might be driven to the utmost Distress if they 
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should be prevented from Watering, either by 
Weather or Enemies. 

Also he told them, if any of the Men-of-War came 
out in search of them, they would never imagine 
they were gone away to the Northward, so that 
their Run that Way was perfecdy secure; and he 
could assure them of his own Knowledge, that if 
they landed in such Places as he should direct, they 
could not fail of a considerable Booty in plundering 
some Gentlemen's Houses, who lived ungua:rded 
very near the Shore ; and that though the Country 
should be alarmed, yet before the Government could 
send any Men-of-War to attack them, they might 
clean their Ship, lay in a Store of fresh Provisions, 
and be gone ; and beside that they would get a 
good many stout Fellows to go along with them, 
upon his Encouragement, so that they should be 
better manned than they were yet, and should be 
ready against all Events. These Arguments and 
their approaching Fate concurring, had a sufficient 
Influence on the Ship's Company to prevail on them 
to consent ; so they made the best . of their Way to 
the Northward, and about the Middle of January 
they arrived at Carristoun in the Isles of Orkney, 
and came to an Anchor in a Place which Gow told 
them was safe Riding under the Lee of a small 
Island at some Distance from the Port. 

But now their Misfortunes began to come on, and 
things looked with but an indifferent Aspect upon 
them ; for several of their Men, especially such of 
them as had been forced or decoyed into their 
Service, began to think of making their Escape, and 
to cast about for Means to bring it to pass. The 
first was a young Man, who was originally one of the 
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Ship's Company, but was forced by Fear of being 
Murdered (as has been observed) to give a silent 
Assent to go with them. He took an opportunity to 
get away. 

It was one Evening when the Boat went on 
Shore (for they kept a civil Correspondence with the 
People of the Town), this young Fellow being one of 
the Ship's Crew, and having been several Times on 
Shore before, and therefore not suspected, gave them 
the Slip and got away to a Farm- House; which lay 
under a Hill out of Sight; and there, for two or 
three Pieces of Eight, he got a Horse, and by that 
Means escaped to Kirkwall, a Market-Town and 
chief of the Orkneys, about twelve Miles from the 
Place where the Ship lay. As soon as he came 
there, he surrendered himself to the Government, 
desiring Protection, and informed them who Gow 
was, and what the Ship's Crew were, and upon what 
Business they were abroad, with what else he knew 
of their Designs, as to plundering the Gentlemen's 
Houses, &c. upon which they immediately raised the 
Country, and got a Strength together to defend 
themselves. But the next Disaster that attended 
them was (for Misfortunes seldom come alone) more 
fatal than this, for ten of Gow's Men, most of them 
likewise forced into their Service, went away with 
the long Boat, making the best of their Way for the 
Mainland of Scotland. These Men, however they 
did, or what Ship soever they made to get so far, 
were taken in the Firth of Edinburgh, and made 
Prisoners there. Gow, hardened for his own De- 
struction, and Justice evidently pursuing him, grew 
the Bolder for the Disaster; and notwithstanding 
that the Country was alarmed, and that he was fully 
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discovered, instead of making a timely Escape, he 
resolved to land upon them, and so put his intended 
projects, viz. of plundering the Gentlemen's Houses 
in Execution, whatever it cost him. 

In order to this he sent the Boatswain and two 
Men on Shore the same Night, very well armed, 
directing them to go to the House of Mr. Honeyman 
of Grahamsey, Sheriff of the County, and who was 
himself at that Time, to his great good Fortune, 
from home. The People of the House had not the 
least Notice of their coming, so that when they 
knocked at the Door it was immediately opened ; 
upon which they all entered the House at once, 
except one Panton, who they set Sentinel, and 
ordered him to stand at the Door to Secure their 
Retreat, and to hinder any from coming in after 
them. Mrs. Honeyman and her Daughter were 
extremely frightened at the Sight of so many armed 
Men coming into the House, and ran screaming 
about like People distracted ; while the Pirates, not 
regarding them, were looking about for Chests and 
Trunks, where they might expect to find some 
Plunder ; and Mrs. Honeyman in her Fright coming 
to the Door, 2^&d!i Panton, the Man who stood Sen- 
tinel there, what the Meaning of it all was ? He told 
her freely they were Pirates, and that they came to 
plunder the House. At this she recovered some 
Courage, and ran back into the House immediately ; 
and knowing where her Money lay, which was con- 
siderable in amount and all in Gold, she put the Bags 
in her Lap, ■ and holding rushing by Panton, who 
thought she was only running from them in a Fright, 
carried it all off, and so made her Escape with the 
Treasure. The Boatswain being informed that the 
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Money was carried off, resolved to revenge himself 
by burning the Writings and Papers, which they 
called there the Charters of their Estates, and are 
always of great value in Gentlemen's Houses of 
Estates ; but the young Lady Mr. Honeymans 
Daughter, hearing them threaten to burn the Writ- 
ings, watched her Opportunity, and running to the 
Charter Room, where they lay, tying the most of 
them up in a Napkin, threw them out of the Window, 
jumped out after them herself, and escaped without 
-Damage, though the Window was one Storey high. 

However the Pirates had the Plundering of all the 
Rest of the House besides, and carried off a great 
Deal of Plate, and things of Value ; and forced one 
of the Servants, who played very well on the Bag- 
pipe, to March along, piping before them, when they 
carried it off to the Ship. The next Day they 
weighed Anchor, intending, though they had cleaned 
but one Side of the Ship, to put out to Sea and quit 
the Coast ; but sailing Eastward, they came to 
Anchor again, at a little Island called Calf-Sound ; 
and having ^ome further Mischief in their View here, 
the Boatswain went on Shore again, with some armed 
Men, but meeting with no other Plunder, they carried 
off three Women, whom they kept -on Board some 
Time, and used so inhumanly, that when they set 
them on Shore again, they were not able to go or 
stand, and it is said one of them died on the Beach 
where they left them. The next Day they weighed 
again holding the same Course eastward, through the 
Openings between the Islands, till they came off of 
Roseness; and now Gow resolved to make the best 
of his Way for the Island of Eda, to plunder the 
House of Mr. Fea, a Gentleman of considerable 
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Estate, and with whom Gow had some acquaintance, 
having been at School together, when they were 
Youths. On the 13th oi Febrtiary in the Morning, 
Gow appearing with his Ship, off of the Island called 
Calf-Sound, Mr. Fea ' and his Family were very 
much alarmed, not being able to get together above 
six or seven Men for his Defence. He therefore 
wrote a Letter to Gow intending to send it on Board, 
as soon as he should get into the Harbour, to desire 
him to forbear the usual Salutes, with his great Guns, 
because Mrs. Fea his Wife was so very much indis- 
posed, and this as he would oblige his old School 
Fellow, telling him at the same Time that the In- 
habitants were all fled to the Mountains, on the 
Report of his being a Pirate, which he hoped would 
not prove true ; in which Case, he should be ready 
to supply him with all such Necessaries as the Island 
would afford, desiring him to send the Messengers 
safe back, at whose Return the Alarms of the People 
would immediately be at an End. 

The Tide it seems runs extremely rapid among 
those Islands, and the Navigation is thereby rendered 
very dangerous and uncertain. Gow was an able 
Seaman, but was no Pilot for that Place, and what 
was worse, he had no Boat to assist in Case of Ex- 
tremity, to wear the Ship ; and in turning into Calf- 
Sound, he stood a little too hear the Point of a little 
Island called the Calf, and which lay in the Middle 
of the Passage. Here his Ship missing Stays, was 
in great Danger of going on Shore ; to avoid which, 
he dropped an Anchor under his Foot, which taking 
good hold, brought him up, and he thought the 
Danger was over. Gow was yet in Distress, and 
had no Remedy but to send his small Boat on Shore 
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to Mr. Fea, to desire his Assistance, that is to say, 
to desire him to lend him a Boat, to carry out an 
Anchor to heave off the Ship. Mr. Fea sent back 
the Boat, and one J antes Laing in it, with the Letter 
already mentioned : Gow sent him back immediately 
with his Answer, by Word of Mouth, viz. that he 
would write to nobody, but if Mr. Fea would order 
his People to assist him with a Boat, to carry out an 
anchor, he would reward them handsomely. Mr. 
Fea in the Meantime ordered his great Boat (for 
he had such a one as Gow wanted) to be staved and 
launched into the Water and sunk, and the Masts, 
Sails, and Oars to be carried privately out of Sight. 
While this was doing, Mr. Fea perceived Gow's Boat 
coming on Shore, with five Persons in her. These 
Men having landed on the Main Island, left their 
Boat on the Beach, and all together marched directly 
up to the Mansion House. This put him into some 
surprise at first ; however, he resolved to meet them 
in a peaceable Manner, though he perceived they 
were all doubly armed. When he came up to them, 
he entreated them not to go up to the House, because 
of the languishing Condition of his Wife ; that she 
was already frighted with the Rumours which had 
been raised of their being Pirates, and that she would 
certainly, die with the Fear she was in for herself 
and Family, if they came to the Door. 

The Boatswain answered, they did not desire to 
fright his Wife, or anybody else ; but they came to 
desire the Assistance of his Boat, and if he would 
not grant them so small a Favour, he had nothing to 
expect from them but the utmost Extremity. Mr. 
Fea returned, that they knew well enough he could not 
answer giving them or lending them his Boat or any 
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Help, as they appeared to be such People as were re- 
ported ; but that if they would take them by Force, he 
could not help himself. But in the Meantime, talking 
still in a friendly Manner to them, he alsked them to go 
to a neighbouring House, which he said was a Change- 
House, that is a Public- House, and take a Cup of Ale 
with him. This they consented to, seeing Mr. Fea was 
alone ; so they went all with him. Mr. Fed in the 
Meantime, found Means to give private Orders that 
the Oars, Masts, and Sails of the Pirates' Boat should 
be all carried away, and that in a Quarter of an Hour 
after they had sat together he should be called hastily 
out of the Room, on some Pretence or other of some- 
body to speak with him, all which was performed to 
a Tittle. When he was got ■ from them, he gave 
Orders that his six Men, who, as before, he had got 
together, and who were now come to him well armed, 
should place themselves at a certain Style, behind a 
thick Hedge, which was about half the Way between 
the Alehouse and his own House ; that if he came 
that Way with the Boatswain alone, they should sud- 
denly start out upon them both, and throwing him 
down, should seize upon the other, but that if all the 
five came with him, he would take an Occasion to be 
either before or behind them, so that they might all 
fire upon them without Danger of hurting him. 

Having given these Orders, and depending upon 
their being well executed, he returned to the Company, 
aiid having given them more Ale, told them he would 
gladly do them any Service that he could lawfully do ; 
and that if they would take the Trouble of walking 
up to his House in a peaceable Manner, that his 
Family might not be frighted with seeing himself 
among them, they should have all the Assistance that 
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was in his Power. The Fellows, whether they had 
taken too much Ale, or whether the Condition of 
their Ship, and the Hopes of getting a Boat to help 
them, blinded their Eyes, is not certain, fell with Ease 
into this Snare, and agreed readily to go along with 
•Mr. Fea ; but after a while resolved not to go all of 
them, and deputed the Boatswain only to go, which 
was what Mr. Fea indeed most desired. The Boat- 
swain was very willing to accept of the Trust, but it 
was observed he took a great deal of Care of his 
Arms, which were no less than four Pistols, all loaded 
with a Brace of Bullets each ; nor would he be per- 
suaded to leave any of them behind him, no not with 
his own Men. In this posture Mr. Fea and the Boat- 
swain walked along together very quietly, until they 
came to the Style, which having got over, Mr. Fea 
seeing his Men all ready, turned short about upon the 
Boatswain, and taking him by the Collar, told him 
he was his Prisoner, and the sarr^e Moment the Rest 
of, his Men rushing in upon them, threw them both 
down, and so secured the Boatswain, without giving 
him Time so much as to fire one Pistol. He cried 
out indeed with all his Might, to alarm his Men ; but 
they soon stopped his Mouth, by first forcing a Pistol 
into it, and then a Handkerchief, and having dis- 
armed him, bound his Hands behind him, and his 
Feet together ; then Mr. Fea left him there under a 
Guard, and with his other five Men (but without any 
Arms, at least that could be seen) returned to the 
Alehouse to the Rest. The House having two Doors, 
they divided themselves, and rushing in at both the 
Doors at the same Time, they seized the four Men 
before they were aware, or had Time to lay hold of 
their Arms., ,' They did indeed what Men could do, 
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and one of them snapped a Pistol at Mr. Fea, tut it 
did not go off, and Mr. Fea at the same Time 
snatching at the Pistol, to divert the Shot if it had 
fired, struck his Hand with such Force against the 
Cock, as very much bruised it. 

They were all five now in his Power, and he sent 
them away under a good Guard to a Village, in the 
Middle of the Island, where they were kept separate 
from one another, and sufficiently secured. Mr. Fea 
then despatched Expresses to the Gentlemen in the 
neighbouring Island, to acquaint them with what he 
had done, and to desire their speedy Assistance ; 
also desiring earnestly, that they would take Care 
that no Boat should go within Reach of the Pirate's 
Guns, and at Night Mr. Fea caused Fires to be made 
upon the Hills round him, to alarm the Country, and 
ordered all the Boats round the Island to be hauled 
up upon the Beach, as far as was possible, and dis- 
abled also, lest the Pirates should swim from the Ship, 
and get any of them into their Possession. All next 
Day, the 4th, it blew very hard, and in the Evening 
about High Water, to W. N. W. upon which the 
Pirates set their Sails, expecting to get off, and so to 
lay it round the Island, and put out to Sea ; but the 
Fellow who was ordered to cut the Cable checked 
the Ship's way, and consequently on a Sudden she 
took all-a-back ; then the Cable being parted when 
it should have held, the Ship ran directly on Shore 
on the Calf Island, nor could all their speed pre- 
vent it, Gow with an Air of Desperation told them 
they were all dead Men ; nor could it indeed be 
otherwise, for having lost the only Boat they had, 
and five of their best Hands, they were able to do 
little or nothing towards getting their Ship off; 
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besides, as she went on Shore on the Top of High 
Water, and a Spring Tide, there was no Hope of 
getting her off afterwards : Wherefore the next 
Morning, being Monday the 15th, they hung out a 
white Flag as a Signal for a Parley, and sent a Man 
on Shore upon Calf Island, for now they could go on 
Shore out of the Ship at half Flood. 

Now Mr. Fea thought he might talk with Gow, in 
a differing Style from what he did before, so he wrote 
a Letter to him, wherein he complained of the rude 
Behaviour of his five Men, for which he told him, he 
had been obliged to seize on them, and make them 
Prisoners ; letting him know, that the Country being 
all alarmed, would soon be too many for him ; and 
therefore advised him to Surrender himself peaceably, 
and be the Author of a quiet Surrender of the Rest, 
as the only Means to obtain any Favour; and then 
he might become an Evidence against the Rest, and 
so might save his own Life. This Letter Mr. Fea 
sent by a Boat, with four armed Men to the Island 
to be given to the Fellow that Gow had sent on Shore, 
and who waited there ; and he at the same Time, 
gave them a Letter, from Gow to Mr. Fea ; for now 
he was humbled enough to write, which before he 
refused. Gow's Letter to Mr. Fea was, to let him 
have some Men and Boats, to take out the best of 
the Cargo, in order to lighten the Ship, and set her 
afloat ; and offering himself to come on Shore, and 
be Hostage for the Security of Men and Boats, and 
to arive Mr. Fea a thousand Pounds in Goods for 
the Service, declaring at the Same Time, if this 
small Succour was refused him, he would take Care 
nobody should better Himself by his Misfortunes ; 
for rather than they would suffer themselves to be 
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taken, they would set Fire to the Ship, and would all 
perish together. 

Mr. Fea replied to this Letter, that he had a Boat 
indeed, that would have been fit for his Service, but 
that she was staved and sunk ; but if he would come 
on Shore quietly without Arms, and bring his Car- 
penter with him to repair the Boat, he might have 
her. This Mr. Fea did to give Gow an Opportunity 
to embrace his first offer of Surrendering. But Gow 
was neither humble enough to come in, nor sincere 
enough to treat with him fairly, if he had intended to 
let him have the Boat ; and if he had, it is probable 
that the former Letter had made the Men suspicious 
of him ; so that now he could do, nothing, without 
communicating it to the Rest of the Crew. About 
four in the Afternoon, Mr. Fea received an Answer 
to his last Letter, the Copy of which is exactly as 
follows. 



Honoured Sir, 



From on board our Ship, the 
Revenge, Feb. i6tk, 1725. 



/ am sorry to hear of the irregular Proceedings 
of my Men ; I gave no orders to that effect, and what 
hath been wrongfully done to the Cotmtry, was contrary 
to my Inclination. It is my Misfortune to be in this 
Condition at Present. It was in your Power to have 
done otherwise in making m,y Fortune better. Since 
my being in the Cotcntry, I have wronged no Man, 
nor taken anything but what I have paid for. My 
Design in coming, was to make the Country better, 
which I am still capable to do, providing you are just 
to me. I thank you for the Concern you have for my 
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bad Fortune, and am Sorry I cannot embrace your 
Proposal, as being Evidence. My People have already 
made tise of that Advantage. I have by my last signi- 
fied m.y Design of proceeding, provided I can procure 
no better Terms. Please to send James Laing on 
board to contimce till my return. I should be glad to 
have the Good Fortune to commune with you upon 
that Sttbject. I beg that you would assist m,e with a 
Boat ; and be assured I do no Man Harm, were it in 
my Power, as I am now at your Mercy. I cannot 
sicrrender myself Prisoner ; Fd rather commit myself 
to the Mercy of the Seas ; So that if you will incline 
to contribute to m.y Escape, I shall leave you Ship and 
Cargo at your Disposal. 

I continue, 

Honoured Sir, &c. 

John Smith. 

Upon this Letter, and especially that part wherein 
Gow desires to commune with him, Mr. Fea, believing 
he might do some Service in persuading him to 
submit, went over to Calf Island dind went on Shore 
alone, ordering his Boat to lie in readiness to take 
him in again, but not one Man to stir out of her : and 
calling to Gow with a speaking Trumpet desired him 
to come on Shore, which the other readily did ; but 
Mr. Fea, before he ventured, wisely foresaw that 
whilst he was alone upon the Island, the Pirates 
might unknown to him, get from the Ship by dif- 
ferent ways, and under Cover of Shore, might get 
behind and surround him, to prevent which he set 
a man upon the top of his own house, which was on 
the Opposite Shore, and overlooked the whole Island, 
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and ordered him to make Signals with his Flag, 
waving his Flag once, for every Man that he saw 
come on Shore ; but if four or more came on Shore, 
then to keep the Flag waving continually, till he Mr. 
Fea should retire. This Precaution was very needful, 
for no sooner was Mr. Fea advanced upon the Island, 
expecting Gow to come on Shore to meet him, but he 
saw a Fellow come from the Ship, with a white Flag, 
a Bottle, a Glass, and a Bundle ; then turning to his 
own House, he saw his Man make the Signals ap- 
pointed, and that the Man kept the Flag continually 
waving. Upon this he immediately retired to his 
Boat, and he was no sooner got into it, but he saw 
five Fellows running under Shore, with lighted 
Matches and Granadoes in their Hands, to have 
intercepted him, but seeing him out of their Reach 
they retired to the Ship. 

After this the Fellow with the white Flag, came 
up and gave Mr. FeaXvjo Letters, he would have 
left the Bundle, which he said was a Present to Mr. 
Fea ; and the Bottle, which he said was a Bottle of 
Brandy ; but Mr. Fea would not take them, and told 
the Fellow his Captain was a treacherous Villain, 
and he did not doubt but he should see him hanged, 
and as to him, the Fellow, he had a great Mind to 
shoot him, upon which he took to his Heels, and 
Mr. Fea being in his Boat, did not think it worth 
while to land again to pursue him. This put an End 
to all Parley for the Present ; but had the Pirates 
succeeded in this Attempt, they would so far have 
gained their Point, either that they must have been 
assisted, or Mr. Fea must have been sacrificed. The 
two Letters from Gow, were one for Mr. Fea, and 
the other for his Wife, the: first was much to the 
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same Purpose as the Former ; only that in this, Gow 
requested the great Boat, with her Masts, Sails and 
Oars, and some Provisions, to transport themselves 
whither they thought fit to go for their own Safety, 
offering to leave the Ship and Cargo to Mr. Fea, 
and threatening that if the Men of War arrived (for 
Mr. Fea had given him Notice, that he expected two 
Men of War) before he was thus assisted, they would 
set fire to the Ship and blow themselves up ; so that 
as they had lived, they would die together. The 
Letter to Mrs Fea was, to desire her to intercede 
with her Husband, and -pleading that he was their 
Countryman, and had been her Husband's School- 
fellow, &c., but no Answer was returned to either of 
these Letters. 

On the 17th, in the Morning, contrary to Expecta- 
tion, Gow himself came on Shore, unarmed, except 
with his Sword, and alorie ; only one Man at a Dis- 
tance, carrying a white Flag, making Signals for a 
Parley. Mr. Fea who by this Time had gotten more 
People about him, immediately sent one Mr. Fea of 
Whitehall, to a Gentleman of his own Family, with 
five other Persons well armed over the Island, with 
Orders to secure Gow if it was possible by any 
Means, either dead or alive. When they came on 
Shore, he proposed that one of them, whose Name 
was Schottary, a Master of a Vessel, should go on 
Board the Ship as Hostage for this Gow's Safety ; 
and Schottary consenting, Gow himself conducted 
him to the Ship's Side. Mr. Fea perceiving this 
from his own House, immediately took another Boat, 
and went over to the Island himself ; and while he 
was expostulating with his Men for letting Schottary 
go for Hostage, Gow returned ; and Mr. Fea made 
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no Hesitation, but told him in short he was his Pri- 
soner, at which Gow starting said, it ought not to be, 
since there was a Hostage dehvered for him. Mr. 
Fea said he gave no Order for it, and it was what 
they could not justify ; and since Schottary had ven- 
tured without Orders, he must take his Fate ; but he 
advised Gow, as he expected good Usage himself, 
that he would send the Fellow who carried his white 
Flag back to the Ship, with Orders for them to 
return Schottary in Safety, and to desire Winter and 
Peterson to come with him. Gow declined giving 
any such Orders ; but the Fellow said he would 
readily go and fetch them, and did so, and they came 
along with him. When Gow saw them, he re- 
proached them for being so easily imposed on, and 
ordered them to go back to the Ship immediately. 
But Mr. Feds Men, who were too strong for them, 
surrounded them and took them all. When this was 
done, they demanded Gow to deliver his Sword, but 
he said he would rather die with it in his Hand, and 
begged them to shoot him ; but this was denied, and 
Mr. Feds Men disarming him of his Sword, carried 
him with the other two into their Boat, and after 
that to the Main Island, where Mr. Fea lived. 

Having thus secured the Captain, Mr. Fea pre- 
vailed with him, to go to the Shore, over against the 
Ship, and to call the Gunner, and another Man, to 
come on Shore on Calf Island, which they, did; kut 
they were no sooner there than they also were sur- 
rounded by some Men, which Mr. Fea had placed 
out of Sight upon the Island for that Purpose. Then 
they made Gow to call to the Carpenter to come on 
Shore, still making them believe they would have a 
Boat, and Mr. Fea went over and met him alone ; 
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and talking with him, told him, they could not repair 
the Boat without Help, and without Tools, so per- 
suading him to go back and bring a Hand or two 
with him, and some Tools, some Oakham, Nails, 
&c., the Carpenter being thus deluded, weilt back 
and brought a Frenchman and another with him, 
with all Things proper for their Work, all which, as 
soon as they came on Shore, were likewise seized 
and secured by Mr. Fea, and his Men, But there 
were still a great many Men in the Ship whom it was 
necessary to bring if possible to a quiet Surrender. 
So Mr. Fea ordered his Men to make a Feint, as if 
they would go to Work upon the great Boat, which 
lay on the Shore, upon the Island, but in Sight of 
the Ship ; there they hammered and knocked and 
made a Noise, as if they were really caulking and 
repairing her, in order to her being launched off, and 
put into their Possession. But towards Night he 
obliged Gow to write to the Men that Mr. Fea would 
not deliver the Boat until, he was in Possession of 
the Ship ; and therefore he ordered them all to come 
on Shore, without Arms, and in a peaceable Manner. 
This occasioned many Debates in the Ship, but as 
they had no Officers to guide them, and were all in 
Confusion, they knew not what to do ; so after some- 
time bewailing their hard Fate, and dividing what 
Money was left in the Ship among them, they yielded 
and went on Shore ; and were all made Prisoners, to 
the Number of eight and twenty, including those who 
were secured before. 

Being now all secured and in Custody, in the most 
proper Places in the Island, Mr. Fea took Care to 
give Notice; to the proper Officers in the Country, 
and by them, to the Government of Edinburgh, in 
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order to get help for the carrying them to England. 
The Distance being so great, took up some Time, 
for the Government at Edinburgh, being not imme- 
diately concerned in it, but rather the Court of 
Admiralty, of Great- Britain, Expresses were dis- 
patched from thence to London, that his Majesty's 
pleasure might be known ; in return to which. Orders 
were dispatched into Scotland, to have them imme- 
diately sent up into England with as much Expedi- 
tion as the Case would admit. Accordingly they 
were brought up by Land to Edinburgh first, and 
from thence being put on Board the Greyhound 
Frigate, they were brought by Sea to England. 
This necessarily took up a great Deal of Time, so 
that had they been wise enough to improve the 
Hours that were left ; they had almost half a Year's 
Time to prepare themselves for Death ; though they 
cruelly denied the poor Mate a few Moments to 
commend his Soul to God's Mercy, even after he 
was half Murdered before. They were most of them 
in Custody the latter End of faniMry, and were not 
executed till the nth of ftme. The Greyhound 
arrived in the River the 26th of March, and the 
next Day came to an Anchor at Woolwich, and the 
Pirates being put into Boats appointed to receive 
them, with a strong Guard to attend them, were 
brought on Shore on the 30th, and conveyed to the 
Marshalsea Prison, in Southwark, where they were 
delivered to the Keepers of the said Prison, and 
were laid in Irons. There they had the Mortifica- 
tion to meet their Lieutenant Williams, who was 
brought home by the Argyle Man-of-War, from 
Lisbon, and had been committed to the same Prison, 
but a very few Days. 
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Indeed as it was a Mortification to them, so it was 
more to him, for though he might be secretly pleased 
that those who had so cruelly (as he called it) put 
himself into the Hands of Justice, by sending them 
to Lisbon, were brought into the same Circumstances 
with himself; yet on the other Hand, it could not 
but be a terrible Mortification to him, that here now 
were sufficient Witnesses found, to prove his Crimes 
upon him, which were not so easy to be had before. 
Being thus laid fast, it remained to proceed against 
them in due Form, and this took up some long Time 
still. On Friday the 2nd of April, they were all 
taken to Doctors Commons, where the proper Judges 
being present, they were examined, by which Exam- 
ination, the Measures were taken for the farther Pro- 
ceedings ; for as they were not equally guilty, so it 
was needful to determine, who it was proper to bring 
to an immediate Trial, and who being less guilty, 
were more proper Objects of the Government's 
Clemency, as being under Force and Fear, and con- 
sequently obliged to act as they did, and also who it 
might be proper to single out as an Evidence against 
the Rest. After being thus examined, they were re- 
manded to the Mctrshalsea. On Saturday, the 8th 
of May, the five who were appointed for Evidence 
against the Rest, and whose Names are particularly 
set down in its Place, were sent from the Marshalsea 
Prison, to Newgate, in Order to give their Informa- 
tions. Being thus brought up to London, and com- 
mitted to the Marshalsea Prison, and the Government 
being fully informed what Black uncommon Offend- 
ers they were, it was thought proper to bring them 
to speedy Justice. In order to this, some of them 
as it is' said, who were less Criminal than the Rest, 
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and who apparently had been forced into to their Ser- 
vice, were formed out, and being examined, giving 
first an Account of themselves, and then of the whole 
Fraternity, it was thought fit to make Use of their 
Evidence, for the more clear detecting and convicting 
the Rest. These were George Dobson, fohn Phin- 
nes, Timothy Murphy, and William Booth. 

These were the principal Evidences, and were 
indeed more than sufficient, for they so exactly 
agreed in their Evidence, and the Prisoners (Pirates), 
said so little in their Defence, that there, was no 
Room for the Jury to question their Guilt, or to 
doubt the Truth of any Part of the Account given 
in. Robert Read was a young Man (mentioned 
before) who escaped from the Boat in the Orkneys, 
where he surrendered himself, after getting a Horse 
at a Farmers House, and conveying himself to 
Kirkwall, the chief Town of the Orkneys. • Never- 
theless he was brought with the Rest as a Prisoner, 
nor was he made Use of as an Evidence, but was 
tried upon most, if not all the Indictments with the 
Rest. But Dobson, one of the Witnesses, did him 
the Justice to testify that he was forced into their 
Service, as others were, for fear of having their 
Throats cut, as many had been served before their 
Faces ; and that in particular he was not present at 
or concerned in any of the Murders, for which the 
Rest were indicted ; upon which Evidence he was 
acquitted by the Jury. Also he brought one Archi- 
bald Sutor, the Man of the House, said before to be 
a Farm House, whither the said Read . made his 
Escape in the Orkneys, who testified that he did so 
escape to him, and that he begged him to procure 
him a Horse, to ride off to Kirkipell, which he did. 
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and there he surrendered himself. He also testified 
that Read gave him {Sutor) a full Account of the 
Ship and the Pirates that were in her, and what they 
were ; and he (Sutor) discovered it all to the Col 
lector of the Customs, by which Means the Country 
was alarmed ; and he added, that it was by this 
Man's Means, that all the Prisoners were apprehen- 
ded (though it is plain, it was by the Vigilance and 
Courage of Mr. Fea chiefly, that they were reduced 
to such Distresses as obliged them to surrender). 

However it was true that Read's Escape did 
alarm the Country, and that he merited well of the 
Public for the timely Discovery he made ; so he 
came off clear, as indeed it was but just ; for he was 
not only forced to serve, but as Dobson testified, the 
Pirates, had often expressed his Uneasiness at being 
obliged to act with them, and that he wished he 
could get away ; and he was sincere in those Wishes, 
as appeared by his taking the first Opportunity he 
could get to put them in Practice. This Dobson was 
one of the ten Men who ran away with the Pirates' 
long Boat, from the Orkneys, and who were after- 
wards made Prisoners in the Firth of Leigh, and 
carried up to Edinburgh. Gow was now a Prisoner 
among the Rest, in the Marshalsea. His Behaviour 
there was sullen and reserved, rather than penitent. 
It had been hinted to him by Mr. Fea, as by others, 
that he should endeavour by his Behaviour to make 
himself an Evidence against others, and to merit his 
L.ife by a ready Submission, and obliging others to 
do the like. But Gow was no Fool, and he easily saw 
there were too many gone before who had provided 
for their own Safety, at his Expense ; and besides 
that, he knew himself too deeply guilty of Cruelty 
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and Murder to be accepted by public Justice as an 
Evidence, especially where so many other lesser 
Criminals were to be had. This made him, with 
good Reason, give over any Thoughts of escaping by 
such Means, and seeing so plainly that there was 
no Room for it, this might have induced him to 
reject the Offer; otherwise he was not a Person 
of such nice Honour, as that we should suppose he 
would not have secured his own Life at the Expense 
of his Comrades. Gozv appeared to have given over 
all Thoughts of Life, from the first Time he came to 
England; not that he shewed any Tokens of his 
Repentance, or any Sense of his Condition, suitable 
to what was before him ; but he continued sullen and 
reserved, even to the very Time he was brought to 
the Bar. When he came there, he could not be tried 
with the Rest, for the Arraignment being made in 
the usual Form, he refused to plead. The Court 
used all the Arguments which Humanity dictates in 
such Cases, to prevail on him to come into the ordi- 
nary Course of other People in like Government, 
laying before him the Sentence of the Law in such 
Cases, namely, that he must be pressed to Death, 
the only torturing Execution which remains in our 
Law, and which, however, they were obliged to 
inflict. 

But he continued inflexible, and carried on his 
Obstinacy to such a Height, as to receive the Sen- 
tence in Form, as usual in such Cases. The Execu- 
tion being appointed to be done the next Morning, 
he was carried back to Newgate in order to it. But 
whether he was prevailed with by Argument, and 
the Reasons urged by those about him, or whether the 
Apparatus for the Execution, and the Manner of 
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the Death he was to die terrified him, we cannot say ; 
for the next Morning he yielded, and petitioned to 
be allowed to plead, and be admitted to be tried in 
the ordinary Way, which being granted, he was 
brought to the Bar by himself, and pleaded, being 
arraigned again upon the same Indictment upon 
which he had been sentenced as a Mute, and was 
found guilty. Williams, the Lieutenant, who was 
put on Board the Bristol Ship (as hath been said), 
with Orders to deliver him on Board the first English 
Man-of-War they should meet with, comes of Course 
to have the Rest of his History made ujd in this 
Place. The Captain of the Bristol Ship, though he 
received his Orders from the Crew of Pirates and 
Rogues, whose Instructions he was not obliged to fol- 
low, and whose Accusation of Williams he was not 
obliged to give Credit too, yet punctually obeyed the 
Order, and put him on Board the Argyle, Captain 
Bowler, then lying in the Port of Lisbon, and bound 
for England. As they took him in Irons, they kept 
him so, and brought him to England in the same 
Condition. 

But as the Pirates did not send any of their Com- 
pany (nor indeed could they do it), along with him, 
to be Evidence against him, and as the Men who 
went out of the Pirate Ship on Board the Bristol 
Ship, being till then kept as Prisoners on Board the 
Pirate Ship, could not perhaps have said enough, 
or given Evidence sufficient to convict him in a 
Court of Justice, Providence supplied the Want by 
bringing the whole Crew to the same Place (for 
Williams was in the Marshalsea Prison before tham), 
so that they were all tried together. In Williams s 
Case, the Evidence was as particular as in Gows; 
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and Dobsofi and the other swore positively that 
Williams boasted, that after Maccauly had cut the 
Stiper-Cargd s Throat imperfectly, he (Williams) 
murdered him ; and added that he would not give 
him Time to say his Prayers, but shot him through 
the Head. Phinnes and Timothy Murphy, testified 
to the same ; and to shew the bloody Disposition of 
this Wretch, William Booth stated that Williams 
proposed afterwards to the Company, that if they 
took any more Ships, they should not encumber 
themselves with the Men, having already so many 
Prisoners ; that in Case of a Fight, they should not 
be safe with them, but that they should take them, 
and tie them back to back, and throw them over- 
board into the Sea. 

It should not be omitted here also, in the Case of 
Gow, as I have observed in the Introdiution, that 
he had long meditated the Kind of Villainy which 
he now put in Practice, and that it was his Resolu- 
tion to turn Pirate the first Opportunity he should 
get, whatever Voyage he undertook ; I observed also 
that he had intended it on Board a Ship, in which 
he came home from Lisbon, and failed only for Want 
of a sufficient Party. This Resolution of his is con- 
firmed by the Testimony and Confession of fames 
Belvin, one of his fellow Criminals, who upon Trial 
declared, he knew that Gow (and the Crew of the 
George Gaily) had a Design to turn Pirates from the 
beginning, and added, that he discovered it to George 
Dobson in Amsterdam, before the Ship went out to 
Sea. For the Confirmation of this, George Dobson 
was called up again, after he had given his Evidence 
upon the Trials, and being confronted by Belvin, he 
did acknowledge that Belviti had said so, and that 
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in particular he had said that the Boatswain had a 
design to Murder the Master and some others, and 
run away with the Ship. Being asked why he did 
not immediately discover it to the Master, Captain 
FerneMt, he answered, that he heard Belvin tell the 
Mate of it, and that the Mate told the Captain ; and 
the Captain made light of it ; but the Boatswain, 
finding himself discovered, refused to go. Upon 
this Gow was made second Mate, and Belvin was 
made Boatswain ; and had he been as Honest after- 
wards as before (whereas, on the Contrary, he was as 
forward and active as any of them, except that he 
was not in the first Secret, nor in the Murders), he 
might have escaped what afterwards became so justly 
his Due ; but as they had acted together, Justice re- 
quired that they should suffer together ; and accord- 
ingly Gow, Williams, Belvin, Melvin, Winter, Peter- 
son, Rollson, and Maccawley, received the Reward of 
their Cruelty and Blood at the Gallows, being all 
executed together, on the eleventh of y^cne. 

It happened that Gow being a very strong Man, 
and giving a kind of a Spring, it so srtrained the 
Rope, that on some People pulling him by the Legs, 
it broke, and he fell down, after he had remained 
about four Minutes suspended. His fall stunned 
him a little, but as soon as he was taken up, he 
recovered himself so far as to be able to ascend the 
Ladder a second Time, which he did, with very little 
Concern, dying with the same brutal Ferocity which 
animated all his Actions while alive. His Body 
hung in Chains over against Greenwich, as that of 
Williams does over against Blackmail. 
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APPENDIX. 




L T H O U G H the several Histories 
which are related within the Compass of 
this Appendix do not properly fall under 
the general Title of this Work, most of 
them having fallen out in a period of Time long 
before that to which I have fixed the Beginning of 
these Memoirs of the unfortunate Victims to public 
Justice, yet there are two Reasons which determined 
me to give these Narratives a Place in this Collec- 
tion. The first is, that the Wonders of Providence 
signalised in these Transactions, might hereby be 
recorded, and preserved to Posterity ; and the other, 
that the Wicked might from the Perusal be deterred 
from pursuing their vicious Courses, from the Pros- 
pect of those sudden, dreadful, and unexpected 
Strokes which the best hid criminal Practices have 
met with from the unsearchable Conduct of Divine 
Justice ; and as these Arguments had Weight 
enough to engage me to the Performance of this 
Work, so I hope they will also incline my Readers to 
peruse them with that Improvement and Delight 
which I have ever aimed to excite in the Course of 
my Labours. 
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A True and Perfect Acco2ini of the Examination, 
Confession, Trial, Condemnation, and Execution 
of John Perry, his Mother and Brother, for the 
stipposed M.Virde.r of WiiAAhM Harrison, Gent. 

PON Thursday, the 6th day of August, 
1660, William Harrison, Steward to the 
Lady Viscount Campden, at Campden in 
Gloucester, being about seventy Years of 
Age, walked from Campden aforesaid to Charring- 
worth, about two Miles from thence, to receive his 
Lady's Rents ; and not returning so early as formerly, 
his Wife (Mrs. Harrison), between eight and nine 
o'clock in the Evening, sent her Servant, yohn 
Perry, to meet his Master on the Way from Char- 
ringworth ; but neither Mr. Harrison nor his Servant 
returning that Night, the next Morning edAy Edward 
Harrison {Williams Son) went towards Charring- 
worth to enquire after his Father, when on the Way 
he met Perry coming thence ; and being informed by 
him he was not there, they went together to Ebring- 
ton, a Village between Charringworth and Campden, 
where they were told by one Daniel, that Mr. 
Harrison called at his House the Evening before, in 
his Return from Charringworth, but stayed not. 
Then they went to Paxford, about half a Mile from 
thence, where hearing nothing of Mr. Harrison, they 
returned towards Campden, and on the Way hearing 
of a Hat, Band, and Comb, taken up on the High- 
way (between Ebington and Campden) by a poor 
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Woman than leasing in the Field, they sought her 
out. With her they found Hat, Band, and Comb, 
which they knew to be Mr. Harrisons ; and being 
brought by the Woman to the Place where she 
found the same (in the Highway between Ebington 
and Campden, near unto a great Furzebrake), they 
there searched for Mr. Harrison, supposing he had 
been murdered, the Hat and Comb being hacked 
and cut, and Band bloody ; but nothing more could 
be there found. The News hereof coming to Camp- 
den, so alarmed the Town, that the Men, Women, 
and Children hasted thence in Multitudes, to search 
for Mr. Harrisons supposed dead Body ; but all 
in vain. 

Mrs. Harrison's Fears for her Husband being 
great, were now much increased ; and having sent 
her Servant Perry (the Evening before) to meet his 
Master, his not returning that Night caused a Sus- 
picion that he had robbed and murdered him ; and 
thereupon the said Ferry was the next Day brought 
before a Justice of Peace, and being examined 
concerning his Master's Absence, and his own staying 
out the Night he went to meet him, gave this 
Account of himself: That his Mistress sending him 
to meet his Master, between eight and nine o' Clock 
in the Evening, he went down Campden Field, 
towards Charringworth about a Land's Length, 
where meeting one William Read, of Campden, he 
acquainted him with his Errand, and farther told 
him, that as it was growing Dark he was afraid to go 
forwards, and would therefore return and fetch his 
young Master's Horse and come back with him. He 
did return to Mr. Harrisons Court Gate, where they 
parted, and he stayed till one Pierce came by ; he 
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went again with him about a Bow's Shot into the 
Fields, and returned with him likewise to his Master's 
Gate, where they also parted. And the said John 
Perry averred, that he went into his Master's Hen- 
roost, where he layabout an Hour, but slept not, and 
when the Clock struck twelve arose and went towards 
Charringworth, until a great Mist arising, he lost 
his Way, and so lay the Rest of the Night under a 
Hedge, and at Break of Day on Friday Morning 
went to Charringworth, where he enquired for his 
Master of Edward Plaisterer, who told him he had 
been with him the Afternoon before, and received 
three and twenty Pounds of him, but stayed not long 
with him. He went to Willig.in Cttrtis of the same 
Town who told him he heard his Master was at his 
House the Day before, but being not at Home, did 
not see him. After this he said he returned home- 
wards (it being about five o'Clock in the Morning), 
when on the Way he met his Master's Son, with 
whom he went to Ebrington and Paxford, etc., as 
has been related. Reed, Pierce, Plaisterer, and 
Curtis, being examined, affirmed what Perry had 
said concerning them to be true. 

Perry being then asked by the Justice of the 
Peace, how he who was afraid to go to Charring- 
worth at nine o'Clock, became so bold as to go thither 
at twelve, answered, that at nine o'Clock it was dark, 
but at twelve the Moon shone. Being farther asked, 
why returning twice Home, after his Mistress had 
sent him to meet his Master, and staying till twelve 
of the Clock, he went not into the House to know 
whether his Master was come, before he went a third 
Time at that Time of Night to look after him, he 
answered, that he knew his Master was not come 
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home, because he saw a Light in his Chamber Win- 
dow, which never used to be there so late when he 
was at Home. 

Yet notwithstanding this, that Perry had said, for 
staying forth that Night, it was not thought fit to 
discharge him, until further Enquiry was made after 
Mr. Harrison, and accordingly he continued in Cus- 
tody at Campden, sometimes in an Inn there, and 
sometimes in the common Prison, from Saturday, 
Aug7ist the 1 8th, to the Friday following, after which 
Time he was again examined at Campden, by the 
aforesaid Justice of the Peace, but said nothing more 
than before ; nor at that Time could any further Dis- 
covery be made what .was become of Mr. Harrison. 
But it hath been said, that during his Restraint at 
Campden, he told some (who pressed him to confess 
what he knew concerning his Master), that a Tinker 
had killed him ; and to others he said a Gentleman's 
Servant of the Neighbourhood had robbed and mur- 
dered him ; and others again he told that he was 
murdered and hid in a Bean-Rick, in Campden, where 
Search was in vain made for him. At lengfth he 
gave out, that if he was again carried before the 
Justice, he would discover that to him which he 
would not do to anybody else ; and thereupon he 
was on Friday, August the 24th, again brought 
before the Justice, who first examined him, and asked 
him whether he would confess what was become of 
his Master. He answered, he was murdered, but 
not by him. The Justice then telling him, that if 
he knew his Master to be murdered, he knew like- 
wise by whom .he was, so he acknowledged he did ; 
and being urged to confess what he knew concerning 
it, affirmed that it was his Mother and Brother that 
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had murdered his Master. The Justice then advised 
him to consider what he said, telHng him, that he 
feared he might be guilty of his Master's Death ; 
and that he should not draw more Innocent Blood 
upon his Head ; for what he now charged his Mother 
and Brother with might cost them their Lives. But 
he affirming he spoke nothing but the Truth, and 
that if he was immediately to die he would justify it, 
the Justice desired him to declare how, and when 
they did it. 

He then told him, that his Mother and Brother 
had lain at him, ever since he came into his Master's 
Service, to help them to Money, telling him how 
poor they were, and that it was in his Power to re- 
lieve them by giving them Notice when his Master 
went to receive his Ladys Rents, for they would 
then way-lay and rob him ; and further said, that 
upon Thursday Morning his Master went to Char- 
ringworth. Going of an Errand into the Town, he 
met his Brother in the Street, whom he then told 
whither his Master was going, and that if he way- 
laid him he might have his Money. He further said, 
that in the Evening his Mistress sent him to meet 
his Master, going out with this object, he met 
his Brother in the Street, before his Master's 
Gate, and they went together to the Church-Yard, 
about a Stone's throw from Mr. Harrisons Gate, 
where they parted, he going the Foot way be- 
yond the Church. They met again, and so went 
together the Way leading to Charringworth, until 
they came to a Gate about a Bow's Shot from Camp- 
den Church, that goes into a Ground of the Lady 
Campdens, called the Conygree (which to those who 
have a Key to go through the Garden, is the next 
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from that place to Mr. Harrisons House. When 
they came near unto that Gate, he (the said John 
Perry) told his Brother, that he believed his Master 
was just gone into the Conygree, (for it was then so 
dark they could not discern any Man, so as to know 
him), but perceiving one to go into that Ground, and 
knowing there was no Way (but for those who had a 
Key) through the Gardens, he concluded it was his 
Master ; and so he told his Brother, if he followed him 
he might have his Money, and he in the Meantime, 
would walk a Turn in the Fields, which accordingly he 
did. Then following hisBrother to about the Mid- 
dle of the Conygree, he found his Master on the 
Ground, his Brother upon him, and his Mother stand- 
ing by. Being asked whether his Master was dead, 
he answered, no ; for that after he came to them, his 
Master cried, ah. Rogues ! will you kill me } at which 
he told his Brother, he hoped he would not kill his 
Master. He replied, peace, peace, you're a Fool, and 
so strangled him, which having done, he took a Bag 
of Money out of his Master's Pocket and threw into 
his Mother s Lap ; and then he and his Brother car- 
ried his Master's dead Body into the Garden, adjoin- 
ing to the Conygree, where they consulted what to do 
with it. They at length agreed to throw it into 
the great Sink, by Wallingtons Mill, behind the 
Garden. But his Mother and Brother bid him go 
up to the Court (next the House) to hearken whether 
any one was stirring, and they would throw the Body 
into the Sink. And being asked, whether it was 
there, he said, he knew not, for that he left it in the 
Garden, but his Mother and Brother said they would 
throw it there ; and if it was not there, he knew not 
where it was, for that he returned no more to them 
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but going into the Court Gate, which leads into the 
Town, he met with John Pierce, with whom he went 
into the Field, and again returned with him to his 
Master's Gate. After this he went into the Henroost, 
where he lay till twelve o'Clock at Night, but 
slept not, and having (when he came from his 
Mother and Brother) brought with him his Master's 
Hat, Band, and Comb, which he laid in the Henroost, 
he carried them, and threw them (after he had 
given them three or four Cuts with his Knife) in 
the Highway, where they were afterwards found ; and 
being asked, what he intended by so doing, said, he 
did it that it might be believed his Master had been 
there robbed and murdered. And having thus dis- 
posed of his Hat, Band, and Ccmb, he went towards 
Charringworth, &c., as hath been related. 

Upon this Confession, and Accusation, the Justice . 
gave order for the apprehending of Joan and Richard 
Perry, the Mother and Brother of John Perry, and 
for searching the Sink, where Mr. Harrisons Body 
was said to be thrown, which was accordingly done ; 
but nothing of him could be there found. The Fish- 
Pools likewise in Campden were drawn and searched, 
but nothing could there be found either ; so that 
some were of Opinion, the Body might be laid in the 
Ruins of Campden House, burnt in the late Wars, 
and not unfit for such a Concealment, where likewise 
Search was made, but all in vain. On Saturday, 
August 25, Joan and Richard Perry, together with 
John Perry, were brought before the Justice, who 
acquainted the said Joan and Richard with what 
John had lain to their Charge. They denied all, 
with many Imprecations on themselves if they were 
in the least Guilty of anything of which they were 
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accused ; but John on the other Side affirmed to 
their Faces, that he had spoken nothing but the 
Truth, and that they had murdered his Master ; fur- 
ther telhng them, that he could never be quiet for 
them, since he came into his Master's Service, being 
continually followed by them to help them to Money, 
which they told him he might do by giving them 
Notice when his Master went to receive his Lady's 
Rents ; and that he meeting his Brother Richard in 
Canipde7i Town, the Thursday Morning his Master 
went to Charringworth, he told him whither he was 
going, and upon what Errand. Richard confessed 
he met his Brother that morning and spoke wath 
him, but nothing passed between them to that Pur- 
pose ; and both he and his Mother told John, he was 
a Villain to accuse them wrongfully, as he had done ; 
hxit John on the other Side affirmed that he had 
spoke nothing but the Truth, and would justify it to 
his Death. 

One remarkable Circumstance happened in the 
Return of these Prisoners from the Justice's House, 
to Campden, viz., Richard Perry (following a good 
Distance behind his Brother John) pulling a Clout 
out of his Pocket, dropped a Ball of Inkle, which 
one of his Guard taking up, he desired him to restore 
it, saying it was only his Wife's Hair-Lace ; but the 
Party opening it, and finding a slip Knot at the End, 
went and shewed it unto John, who was then a good 
Distance before, and knew nothing of the dropping 
and taking up of this Inkle ; but being shewn it, 
and asked whether he knew it, he shook his Head and 
said, yes, to his Sorrow ; for that was the String his 
Brother strangled his Master with. This was sworn 
upon the Evidence at their Trial. The Morrow 
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being the Lord's Day, they remained at Campden, 
where the Minister of the Place designing to speak 
to them (if possible to persuade them to Repentance, 
and a farther Confession), they were brought to 
Church, and in their Way thither, passing by 
Richard's House, two of his Children meeting him, 
he took the lesser on his Arm, leading the other in 
his Hand, when on a sudden both their Noses fell a 
bleeding, which was looked upon as ominous. 

Here it will be no impertinent Digression to tell, 
how the Year before, Mr. Harrison had his House 
broke open, between eleven and twelve o' Clock at 
Noon, upon Campden Market Day, whilst he 
and his whole Family were at the Eledure. A 
Ladder being set up to a Window of the second 
Story, and an Iron Bar wrenched thence with a 
Plotigkskare, which was left in the Room, Sevenscore 
Pozcnds in Money was carried away ; the Authors of 
which Robbery could never be found. 

Not many Weeks after this, his Servant Perry one 
Evening in Campden Garden, made an hideous Out- 
cry, whereas some who heard it coming in, met him 
running and seemingly affrighted, with a Sheep Pick 
in his Hand, to whom he told a formal Story, how he 
had been set upon by two Men in white, with naked 
Swords, and how he defended himself with his Sheep 
Pick, the Handle whereof was cut in two or three 
places, and so likewise was a Key in his Pocket, 
which he said was done with one of their Swords. 
These Passages the Justice of the Peace having 
before heard, and calling them to mind upon Perry's 
Confession, asked him first concerning the Robbery, 
when his Master lost Sevenscore Pozmds, out of his 
House at Noon Day ; whether he knew who did it ? 
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He answered, Yes, it was his Brother; and being 
farther asked, whether he was with him, he 
answered. No, he was at Church,; but that he gave 
him Notice of the Money, and told him in which 
Room it was, and where He might have a Ladder, 
that would reach the Window ; and that his Brother 
after told him he had the Money, and had buried it in 
his Garden, and that they were at Michaelmas next to 
have divided it ; whereupon search was made in the 
Garden, but no money could be there found. And 
being further asked concerning that other Passage, 
of his being assaulted in the Garden, he confessed it 
was all a Fiction ; and that having a Design. to rob 
his Master he did it. 

At the next Assizes, which were held in September 
following, yohn, yoan, and Richard Perry, had two 
Indictments found against them, one for breakino- 
into William Harrisons House, and robbing him of 
one hundred ■A.nd. forty Pounds in the Year 1659 ; the 
other for robbing and murdering the said William 
Harrison on the i6th day of August, 1660. Upon 
the last Indictment, the Judge of the Assizes, Sir C. 
T., would not try them, because the Body was not 
found ; but they were then tried upon the other 
Indictment for Robbery, to which they pleaded not 
guilty, but some whispering behind them, they soon 
after pleaded guilty, humbly begging the Benefit of 
his Majesty's gracious Pardon, and Act of Oblivion, 
which was granted them. But though they pleaded 
guilty to their Indictment, being thereunto promised 
(as probable) by some who were unwilling to lose 
Time, and trouble the Court with their Trial 
pardon in regard to the Act of Oblivion, yet 
they all afterwards and at their Death, denied that 
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they were guilty of that Robbery, or that they knew 
who did it ; yet at his Assize, as several credible 
Persons have affirmed, yohn Perry still persisted in 
his Story, that his Mother and Brother had inurdered 
his Master ; and farther added, that they had at- 
tempted to poison him in Goal, so that he durst 
neither eat or drink with them. 

At the next Assizes, which was held the Spring 
following, John, yoan, and Richard Perry were by 
the then Judge of Assize, Sir B. H., tried upon the 
Indictment of Murder, and pleaded thereunto seve- 
rally not guilty ; and when Johns Confession before 
the Justice was proved, viva voce, by several Wit- 
nesses who heard the same, he told them he was then 
mad, and knew not what he said. The other two, 
Richard and Joan Perry, said they were wholly 
Innocent of what they were accused, and that they 
knew nothing of Mr. Harrison s Death, nor what 
was become of him ; and Richard said, that his Bro- 
ther had accused others, as well as him, to have 
murdered his Master; which the Judge bidding him 
prove, he said that most of those who had given 
Evidence against him knew it ; but naming none, not 
any one spoke to it. And so the Jury found them 
all three guilty. Some few days after, being brought 
to the Place of their Execution, which was on Broad- 
way Hill in sight of Campden, the Mother (who was 
reputed a Witch, and to have bewitched her Sons, 
that they would confess nothing while she lived), was 
first executed ; after which Richard being upon the 
Ladder, professed as he did all along, that he was 
wholly Innocent of the Fact, for which he was then 
to die ; and that he knew nothing of Mr. Harrisons 
Death, nor what was become of him ; and did with 
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great Earnestness beg and beseech his Brother (for 
the Satisfaction of the whole World, and his own 
Conscience) to declare what he knew concerning 
him ; but he with a dogged and surly Carriage, 
told the People, he was not obliged to confess to 
them ; yet immediately before his Death, said he 
knew nothing of his Master's Death, nor what 
was become of him ; but they might hereafter 
possibly hear. 

Mr. Harrison's Accmmt of his being absent two 
Years, and of his Return home, addressed to Sir 
Thomas Overbery, Knight. 

Honozcred Sir, 

In obedience to your Commands, I give you this 
true Account of my being carried away beyond the 
Seas, my Continuance there, and return home. 

On Thursday in the Afternoon, in the Time of 
Harvest, I went to Charringworth, to demand Rents 
due to my Lady Campden. The Tenants were busy 
in the Fields, and late before they came home, which 
occasioned my Stay there till the Close of Evening. 
I expected a considerable Sum, but received only 
twenty-three Pounds and no more. In my Return 
home (in the narrow Passages amongst Ebrington 
Furzes) there met me one Horseman, and said. Art 
thou there ? and I fearing that he would have rode 
over me, struck his Horse over the Nose, whereupon 
he struck me with his Sword several Blows, and run 
it into my Side, while I with my little Cane, made my 
Defence as well as I could. At last another came 
behind me, run me into the Thigh, laid hold on the 
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Collar of my Doublet, and drew me to a Hedge, near 
to the Place. Then came in another : they did not 
take away my Money, but mounted me behind one 
of them, drew my Arms about his Middle, and fas- 
tened my Wrists together with something that had a 
Spring Lock to it, as I conceived, by hearing it give 
a Snap as they put it on ; then they threw a great 
Cloak over me, and carried me away. In the Night 
they alighted at a Hayrick, which, stood near unto a 
Stone- Pit, by a Wall-side, where they took away my 
Money. About two hours before Day (as I heard 
one of them tell the other he thought it to be then) 
they tumbled me into the Stone-Pit ; they staid as I 
thought, about an Hour at the Hayrick. When 
they took Horse again, one of them bade me come 
out of the Pit. I answered, they had my Money 
already ; and asked what they would do with me ; 
whereupon he struck me again, drew me out, and put 
a great Quantity of Money into my Pockets, and 
mounted me again, after the same Manner ; and on 
Friday about Sunsetting, they brought me to a lone 
House upon a Heath, by a Thicket of Bushes, where 
they took me down almost Dead, being sorely bruised 
with the Carriage of the Money. When the Woman 
of the House saw that I could neither stand nor 
speak, she asked them whether or no they had 
brought a dead Man ? They answered, no, but a 
Friend that was hurt, and they were carrying me to 
a Surgeon. She answered, if they did not make 
haste, their Friend would be dead before they could 
bring him to one. There they laid me on Cushions, 
and suffered none to come into the Room but a little 
Girl. We stayed all Night, they giving me some 
Broth, and strong Waters. In the Morning very 
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early, they mounted me as before, and on Saturday 
Night, they brought me to a Place, where were two 
or three Houses, in one of which I lay all Night, on 
Cushions by their Bed-side. On Sunday Morning 
they carried me from thence ; and about three or four 
of the Clock, they brought me to a Place by the Sea 
Side, called Deal, where they laid me down on the 
Ground, and one of them staying by me, the other 
two walked a little off to meet a Man, with whom 
they talked ; and in their Discourse, I heard them 
mention seven Pounds, after which they went away 
together, and about half an hour after returned. The 
Man (whose Name, as I after heard, was Wrenshaw), 
said he feared I would die, before they could get me 
on Board. Then presently they put me into a Boat, 
and carried me on Ship board, where my Wounds 
were dressed. I remained in the Ship, as near as I 
could reckon, about six Weeks, in which Time I was 
indifferently recovered of my Wounds and Weak- 
nesses, Then the Master of the Ship came and told 
me (and the Rest who were in the same Condition) 
that he had discovered three Turkish Ships. We all 
offered to Fight in defence of the Ship, and ourselves, 
but he commanded us to keep close ; and said, he 
would deal with them well enough. A little while 
after, he called us up, and when we came on Deck, 
we saw two Turkish Ships, close by us. Into one 
of them we were put, and placed in a dark hole, 
where how long we continued before we were landed', 
\ know not. When we were landed, they Jed us two 
'days' Journey, and put us into a great House or 
Prison, where we remained four Days and a half, and 
then came eight Men to view us, who seemed to be 
Officers; they called us, and examined us, of our 
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Trades and Callings, which every one answered. 
One said he was a Surgeon ; another that he was a 
Broad Cloth Weaver ; and I after two or three De- 
mands, said, I had some skill in Physic, we three 
were set by, and taken by three of these eight Men, 
that came to view us. It was my Chance to be 
chosen by a grave Physician, of eighty-seven Years 
of Age, who lived near to Smyrna, who had formerly 
been in England, and knew Crowland in Lincoln- 
shire, which he preferred before all other Places in 
England. He emploj^ed me to keep his Still-House, 
and gave me a Silver Bowl, double Gilt, to drink in. 
My business was most in that Place ; but once he set 
me to gather Cotton-wool, which I not doing he struck 
me to the Ground, and after drew his Stilletto to Stab 
me ; but I holding up my hands to him, he gave a 
Stamp, and turned from me, for which, I render 
thanks to my Lord and Saviour J'estis Christ, who 
staid his hand and preserved me. I was there about 
a Year and three Quarters, and then my Master fell 
Sick on Thursday, and sent for me, and calling me 
as he used by the Name of Bell, told me he should 
die, and bid me shift for myself. He died on Satur- 
day following, and I presently hastened with my 
Bowl, to a Port almost a Day's Journey distant, the 
Way to which Place I knew, having been twice there 
employed by my Master, about the Carriage of the 
Cotton-Wool. When I came thither, I addressed 
myself to two Men, who came out of a Ship of Ham- 
boroicgh, which (as they said) was bound for Portugal, 
within three or four Days. I enquired of them for 
an English Ship, they answered there was none. I 
entreated them to take me into their Ship, they 
answered, they durst not, for fear of being discovered 
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by the Searchers, which might Occasion the For- 
feiture, not only of their Goods, but also of their 
Lives. I was very importunate with them, but could 
not prevail ; they left me to wait on Providence, 
which at length brought another out of the same 
Ship, to whom I made known my Condition, craving 
his Assistance, for my Transportation. He made 
me the like Answer as the Former, and was as stiff 
in his Denial, till the Sight of my Bowl put him to 
Pause. He returned to the Ship, and after an Hour's 
space, came back again accompanied with another 
Seaman, and for my Bowl, undertook to Transport 
me, but told me I must be contented to lie down in 
the Keel, and endure much Hardship, which I was 
content to do, to gain my Liberty. So they took me 
on Board, and placed me below in the Vessel, in a 
very uneasy Place, and obscured me with Boards, 
and other Things, where I lay undiscovered, not- 
withstanding the strict Search, that was made in the 
Vessel. My two Chapmen, who had my Bowl, hon- 
estly furnished me with Victuals daily, until we 
arrived at Lisbon in Portugal, where (as soon as the 
Master had left the Ship, and was gone into the 
City) they set me on Shore Moneyless, to shift for 
myself. I knew not what Course to take ; but as 
Providence led me, I went up into the City, and 
came into a fair Street, and being weary I turned my 
Back to a Wall, and leaned upon my Staff; over 
against me were four Gentlemen discoursing together; 
after a while one of them came to me, and spake to 
me a Language that I understood not. I told him 
I was an Englishman, and understood not what he 
spoke. He answered me in plain English, that he 
understood me, and was himself born at Wisbech in 
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Lincolnshire. Then I related to him my sad Con- 
dition, and he taking Compassion on me, took me 
with him, provided me for Lodging and Diet, and by 
his Interest, with a Master of a Ship, bound for Eng- 
land, procured my Passage ; and bringing me on 
Ship-board, he bestowed Wine, and Strong Waters 
on me, and at his Return, gave me eight Stivers, and 
commended me to the Care of the Master of the 
Ship, who landed me Safe at Dover, from whence I 
made a Shift to get to London, where being furnished 
with Necessaries I came into the Country. 

Thus, honoured Sir, I have given you a true 
Account of my great Sufferings and happy Deliver- 
ance, by the Mercy and Goodness of God, my most 
gracious Father in jfesus Christ, my Saviour and 
Redeemer ; to whose Name be ascribed all Honour, 
Praise, and Glory, I conclude and rest, 
Your Worship's 

In all dutiful Respect, 

William Harrison. 

Before I part with this Story, it is proper for me 
to remark, that though it does not contain any extra- 
ordinary Mark of the Wisdom of Providence, yet 
being in its Nature strange, and having hitherto 
escaped any other Collection, I thought it not impro- 
per to be preserved here, since some of the Circum- 
stances are of such a Nature, as not to be parallelled 
in any English Story. In the following Relation I 
kept strictly up to the Motives which I have men- 
tioned in the Beginning of this Appendix, and I hope 
that will atone for the inserting this Story, which I 
confess can be of no other Use, than to gratify the 
Curiosity of the Reader. 



45^ Appendix. 




A Relation of the Surprising Discovery of the 
Murder of Mary Barwick, committed by William 
Barwick, her Husband, on the 14th of April, 
1690, tipon which he was convicted, at the Lent 
Assizes at York, before the Honourable Sir John 
Powell, Knight, then one of the Judges ^Assize. 

rS Murder is one of the greatest Crimes that 
Man can be guilty of, so it is no less 
strangely and providentially discovered, 
when privately committed. The foul Cri- 
minal believes himself secure, because there is no 
Witness of the Fact, not considering that the all- 
seeing Eye of Heaven beholds his concealed Iniquity, 
and by some Means or other brings it to Light, never 
permitting it to go unpunished. And indeed so 
certainly does the Revenge of God pursue the abomi- 
nated Murderer, that when Witnesses are wanting 
of the Fact, the very Ghost of the murdered Parties 
cannot rest quiet in their Graves, until they have 
made the Detection themselves. Of this we are 
now to give the Reader two remarkable Examples 
that lately happened in Yorkshire, both being con- 
firmed by the Trial of the Offenders, at the last 
Assizes held for that County. The first of these 
Murders was committed by William Barwick, upon 
the Body of Mary^ Barwick, his Wife, at the same 
Time big with Child. What were the Motives that 
induced the Man to do this horrid Fact, does not 
appear by the Examination of the Evidence, or the 
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Confession of the Party. It appeared upon his 
Trial, that he had got her with Child before he 
Married her ; and it is very probable, that, being 
then constrained to marry her, he grew weary of her, 
which was the Reason he was so willing to be rid of 
her, though he ventured Body and Soul to accomplish 
his design. 

The Murder was committed on Palm-Monday, 
being then the fourteenth of April, about two 
o'clock in the Afternoon, at which Time the said 
Barwick having drilled his Wife along until he came 
to a certain Close, within Sight of Gawood Castle, 
where he found the Conveniency of a Pond, he threw 
her by Force into the Water, and when she was 
drowned, and drawn forth again by himself upon the 
Bank of the Pond, he had the Cruelty to behold the 
Motion of the Infant, yet warm in her Womb. This 
done, he concealed the Body, as it may readily be 
supposed, among the Bushes that encompassed the 
Pond, and the next Night when it grew duskish, 
fetching a Hay-spade from a Rick that stood in a 
Close, he made a Hole by the Side of the Pond, and 
there slightly buried the woman in her Clothes. 
Having thus dispatched two at once, and thinking 
himself secure, because unseen, he went the same 
Day to his Broth er-in- Law, one Thomas Lofthouse, 
of Rufforth, within three Miles of York, who had 
married his drowned Wife's Sister. He told him he 
had carried his Wife to one Richard Harrisons 
House in Selly, who was his Uncle, and would take 
care of her. 

But Heaven would not be so deluded, but raised 
up the Ghost of the murdered Woman to make the 
Discovery. And therefore it was Easter Tztesday 
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following, about two o'Clock in the Afternoon, the 
forementioned Lofthotise,\\2M'mg occasion to water a 
Quick-set Hedge, not far from his House, as he was 
going for the second Pailful an Apparition went 
before him, in the Shape of a Woman, and soon after 
sat down upon a rising green Grass Plat, right over 
against the Pond. He walked by her as he went to 
the Pond, and as he returned with the Pail from the 
Pond, looking side-ways to see whether she continued 
in the same Place, he found she did ; and that she 
seemed to dandle something in her Lap, that looked 
like a white Bag (as he thought) which he did not 
observe before. So soon as he had emptied his 
Pail, he went into his Yard, and turned to see her 
again, but she was vanished. In this Information he 
says, that the Woman seemed to be habited in a 
brown coloured Petticoat, Waistcoat, and a White 
Hood ; such a one as his Wife's Sister usually wore, 
and that her Countenance looked extremely pale and 
Wan, with her Teeth in Sight, but no Gums appear- 
ing, and that her Physiognomy was like that of his 
Wife's Sister, who was Wife to William Barwick. 

But notwithstanding the Ghastliness of the Appa- 
rition, it seems it made so little Impression on Loft- 
houses Mind, that he thought no more of it, neither 
did he speak to any Body concerning it until the 
same Night as he was at his Family Duty of Prayers, 
the Apparition returned again to his Thoughts, and 
discomposed his Devotion, so that after he had made 
an End of his Prayers, he told the whole Story of 
what he had seen to his Wife, who laying Circum- 
stances together, immediately inferred, that her Sister 
was either drowned or otherwise murdered, and 
desired her Husband to look after her the next Day, 
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which was the Wednesday in Easier Week. Upon 
this, Lofthouse recollecting what Barwick had told 
him of his carrying his Wife to his Uncle at Selly, 
repaired to Harrison before-mentioned, but found all 
that Barwick had said to be false ; for Harrison had 
neither heard of Barwick nor his Wife ; neither did 
he know anything of them. This notable Circum- 
stance, together with that of the Apparition, increased 
his Suspicion to that Degree, that now concluding 
his Wife's Sister was murdered, he went to the Lord 
Mayor of York, and having obtained his Warrant, 
got Barwick apprehended. He was no sooner 
brought before the Lord Mayor, but his own Con- 
science then accusing him, he acknowledged the whole 
Matter, as it has been related, and as it appears by 
the Examination, and Confession herewith printed. 

On Wednesday the sixteenth of September, 1690, 
the Criminal William Barwick was brought to his 
Trial, before the Honourable Sir JohnPowel, Knight, 
one of the Judges of the Northern Circuit, at the 
Assizes holden at York, where the Prisoner pleaded 
not guilty to his Indictment. But upon the Evidence 
of Thomas Lofthouse, and his Wife, and a third 
Person, that the Woman was found buried in her 
Clothes close by the Pond-side, agreeable to the 
Prisoner's Confession, and that she had several 
Bruises on her Head, occasioned by the Blows the 
Murderer had given her, to keep her under Water ; 
and upon reading the Prisoner's Confession before 
the Lord Mayor of York, attested by the Clerk who 
wrote the Confession, and who swore the Prisoner's 
owning and signing it for Truth, he was found guilty, 
and sentenced to Death, and ordered afterwards to 
be hanged in Chains. 
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All the Defence the Prisoner made was only this, 
that he was threatened into the Confession that he 
had made, and was in such a Consternation that he 
did not know what he said or did. But then it was 
sworn by two Witnesses, that there was no such 
thing as threatening made use of ; and that he made 
a free and voluntary Confession, only with this Addi- 
tion at first, that he told the Lord Mayor he had sold 
his Wife for five Shillings ; but not being able to 
name either the Person or the Place where she might 
be produced, that was looked upon as too frivolous 
to outweigh Circumstances that were too apparent. 

The Examination of William Barwick, taken the 
2Sth of h.'gx'A, 1690. 

Who sayeth and confesseth, that he carried his 
Wife over a certain Wain-Bridge, called Bishop Dike 
Bridge, betwixt Cawood and Sherhi.rn ; and within a 
Lane about one hundred Yards from the said Bridge, 
and on the left Hand of the said Bridge, he and his 
Wife went over a Stile, on the left Hand of a certain 
Gate, entering into a certain Close, on the left Hand 
of the said Lane ; and in a Pond in the said Close, 
adjoining to a Quick Wood Hedge, did drown his 
Wife, and upon a Bank of the said Pond did bury 
her : and further, that he was within sight of Cawood 
Castle, on the left Hand ; and that there was but one 
Hedge betwixt the said Close (where he drowned 
his Wife) and the Bishop-Slates belonging to the said 
Castle. 

William Barwick. 
Exam. capt. did & anno 
super diet, coram me, 

S. Dawson, Mayor. 
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An Account of the Conviction and Execution of Mr. 
Waocer and Mark Sharp, for the Murder of one 
Ann Walkiir. 





9 


1 



AM conscious that my collecting these 
Relations may expose me to the Raillery 
and Ridicule of a numerous Tribe of Wits 
in this Age, who value themselves extremely 
on their Contempt of supernatural Stories, and their 
disbelief of all things which relate to Apparitions or 
returns from that State in which Souls go when they 
depart from the Body ; yet the following Story is so 
remarkable, the Proofs so exceedingly cogent, and 
the Mistakes made in the Relation of it by various 
Authors so likely, notwithstanding, to bring it in the 
Course of Time into Discredit, that I thought I could 
not do a greater Service to the Public than -to preserve 
it in its genuine Purity, and retrieve it from some 
Papers which relate thereto, and giye the Account 
verbatim, without any Alteration so much as in a 
Letter. 

About the Year 1 63 ] , there lived in a Place called 
. Chester-in-the-Street, in the County Palatine of 
Durham, one Mr. Walker, a Yeoman of good Fortune 
and Credit. He was a Widower, and kept a young 
Woman, one Ann Walker, a Relation of his, in his 
House as his Housekeeper. It was suspected, it 
seems, by some of the Neighbours, that she was with 
Child, immediately upon which she was removed, 
unto or.e Dr.me Cairs, an Aunt of her's in the Town 
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of Lumley, hard by. The old Woman treated her 
with much Kindness and Civility, but was exceed- 
ingly earnest to know of her who was the Father of 
the Child with which she went. The young Woman 
constantly avoided answering that Question ; but at 
last, perceiving how uneasy the old Woman was 
because she could get no Knowledge how the poor 
Babe was to be provided for. Ann Walker at last 
said, that he who got her with Child would take 
Care both of her and it, with which Answer her 
Aunt was tolerably satisfied. Some Time after, one 
Evening, her old Master Walker, and one- Mark 
Sharp, with whom he was extraordinarily intimate, 
came to her Aunt's House and took the said Anne 
Walker away. About a Fortnight passed without 
her being seen or heard of, and without much talk of 
the Neighbourhood concerning her, it being supposed 
she had been carried somewhere to be privately 
brought to Bed, in order to escape Shame. But one 
yames Graham, a Miller, who lived two Miles from 
Walkers House, being one Night, between the 
Hours of twelve and one, grinding Corn in his Mill, 
the Mill Door shut. As he came down Stairs from 
putting Corn into the Hopper, he saw a Woman 
standing in the middle of the Floor, with her Hair 
all bloody, hanging about her Ears, and five large 
Wounds in her Head. Graham, though he was a 
bold Man, was exceedingly shocked at this Spectacle. 
At last, after calling upon God to protect him, he, in 
a low Voice, demanded who she was, and what she 
wanted of him ? To which the Woman made 
Answer. I am the Spirit of Anne Walker, who 
lived with Walker at Chester-in-the-Street, and being 
got with Child by him, he promised to send me to a 
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private Place, where I should be well looked to till 
I was brought to Bed, and well again, and then I 
should come to him again and keep his House ; and 
I was accordingly one Night late, sent away with 
one Mark Sharp, who, upon the Moor, just by the 
Yellow Bunk Head, slew me with a Pick (an Instru- 
ment wherewith they dig Coals), and gave me these 
five Wounds, and afterwards threw me into a Coal- 
pit hard by, and hid the Pick under the Bank. His 
Shoes and Stockings also being bloody he endea- 
voured to wash them, but seeing the Blood would 
not forth he hid them there too. And now J antes 
Grime (so the Country People pronounce Graham) 
[ am- come to you, that by revealing this bloody Act, 
my .Murderers may be brought to jfustice, which 
unless yoti, do, I will contimtally pursue and hau7it 
yoii. The Miller returned home to his House very 
melancholy, and much astonished at this Sight, yet 
he held his Peace, hoping that if he did not reveal it 
she would go to somebody else, and being fearful of 
blasting the Character of Mr. Walker, who was a 
Man of Substance, by telling such a Tale concerning 
him to a Justice of Peace, he avoided as much as he 
was able, being in the Mill alone, especially at Night ; 
but notwithstanding all his Care, and though other 
Persons, were not far off, she appeared to him there 
again, and in a harsh Tone demanded. Why he had 
not made known what she had spoken of to him } 
He made her no Answer, but fled to the other End 
of the Place, where the People were ; yet some little 
Time after, just after Sun-set, she met him in his 
own Garden, and spoke to him with such a cruel 
Aspect, and with such fearful Threats, that he pro- 
mised to go the next Morning to a Magistrate, which 



464 Appendix. 

he accordingly did. On the Morrow, being St. 
Thomas s Day, he appHed to a Justice of the Peace 
and told him the Story. The Justice having tendered 
him his Oath, and taking his Information in Writing, 
forthwith issued his Warrant, and apprehended Mr. 
Walker, and Mark Sharp, who by Trade was a 
Collier, i.e., dug Coals out of the Mine. They made 
light of the Thing before the Justice, although he in 
the meanwhile had caused a Place, which Graham 
said the Apparition had spoken of, to be searched, 
and there found the dead Body,, wounded in Place 
and Manner as before described, with the Pick, the 
Shoes, and the Stockings. However, Walker and 
Sharp were admitted to Bail, and at the next Assizes 
appeared upon their Trial. Judge Davenport heard 
the several Circumstances of the Woman's being 
carried out by Sharp, her being suspected to be with 
Child by her Master Walker, and the Story which 
Graham repeated exactly upon Oath, as he had done 
before the Justice. The Foreman of the JtLry did 
depose that he saw a Child standing upon the Shoul- 
ders of the Prisoner Walker, at the Bar ; and the 
Judge himself was under such a Concern and Unea- 
siness, that as soon as the Jury had found the Priso- ' 
ners guilty, he immediately rose up and passed Sen- 
tence of Death upon them, a thing never known 
before or since in Durham, the Custorh being not to 
pass Sentence until the close of the Assizes. 
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The Life of Jaques Perkier, a French Robber 
and Murderer. 

[S I have stepped in the former Stories a 
little back in Time, so in this I shall make 
bold to go out of our own Nation to relate 
a very extraordinary Passage, which hap- 
pened at Paris in the beginning of the last Century, 
because it will serve as a notable Instance of the 
Confusion and Fear which Guilt brings over the 
Souls of the most hardened Villains, and thereby 
renders them often Instruments of Justice upon them- 
selves, so that it seems not Virtue only is its own 
Reward, but Vice also brings upon itself those Tor- 
ments which it ought to feel ; and thus Providence 
ordereth, with inscrutable Wisdom, that every Man 
should feel Happiness or Misery according as his one 
Demeanor deserves ; but it is now Time that we 
hearken to the Story. It happened that a certain 
Architect, who was in high Esteem with the greatest 
Nobles in France for his excellent Skill in Building 
after the Italian Model, and had thereby obtained 
both a great Reputation and a large Estate, took 
into his House one Jaques Perrier in the Nature of 
an Accountant for the better ordering of his Affairs. 
For six Years that this Jaques lived in his Master's 
House, never any Man was known to behave better 
or more commendably than he did ; at length he 
married and had Children, so that the Master looking 
upon him as a staid discreet Person, of whose Fidelity 
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he had had indubitable Proofs, he therefore gave him 
the charge of everything when he went to a Country 
House of his, a small Distance from Paris, where he 
sometimes staid for a Week or so, to unbend his 
Mind, and enjoy the Benefit of the Summer Season. 
At last Jaqties observing what great Wealth he had 
acquired, began to be covetous and desirous of ob- 
taining it ; and after long having cast it in his Head 
how he might obtain it, he at length resolved with 
himself to join with certain Villains, who at that 
Time robbed in the Streets, and committed many 
Murders on the Roads about P«rz>. Gaining Notice 
thereof at a House where such People frequented, he 
formed Ways and Means to be admitted into' the 
Room where they had their Consultations ; and the 
Person who introduced him, having promised for his 
Fidelity, they listened very attentively to the Pro- 
posal which he promised to make them, and, which 
after a little Pause, he performed in these Words : 
My good Friends, it is now ti-pwai^ds of six Years since 
I have lived in the Service of a rich and eminent Per- 
son. I thought that before this Time I might have 
made my Fortune tender him, and therefore have 
hitherto served him faithfully and honestly ; but find- 
ing my Expectations herein deceived, T come to make 
you an Offer which may enrich you all. He has a 
House in the Country, whither he retires with his 
Daughter and Maid Servant only ; these may easily 
be dispatched, and then all his Effects will be our own. 
I will venture to assure you, they will be worth ten 
thousand Crowns. The Thieves were not a little 
rejoiced at the Thoughts of so extraordinary a Booty, 
and therefore after returning Perrier Thanks, they 
readily embraced his Notion, and promised him 
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whatever Assistance he should require. It was not 
long before the unfortunate Gentleman went, as 
usual, with his Daughter and her Maid, to enjoy the 
Pleasures of his rural Habitation, leaving the Direc- 
tion of his Affairs to y agues, who no sooner saw him 
safe out of Paris, but he went to give Notice to his 
Associates that the Time was now come to execute 
his bloody Proposal. They quickly got all Things 
in Readiness, and as soon as it was Evening, set out 
under the Command of this desperate Varlet to com- 
mit the horrible Murder which he had contrived. 
Arriving at the House, Perrier knocked at the Door; 
the Maid knowing him, supposed some extraordinary 
Business had brought him thither, and readily opened 
the Door, but was exceedingly surprised to find him 
followed by five Ruffians oddly dressed, masked, 
and with large Staves in their Hands. However, 
they did not give her much Time to consider, but 
followed her immediately into the Kitchen, where, 
by the Direction of their abominable Leader, they 
immediately with many cruel Blows put her to Death. 
From thence they went up Stairs into the old Gen- 
tleman's Apartment, and found him sitting upon his 
Bed. As soon as they entered, Perrier, said his 
Master, Is it thtcs that you return the Kindness with 
which I have always treated yoit ; did I not take you 
from Misery a^d Want ; have I not maintained you, 
and put it in your Power to maintain yoiir Family ; 
will you repay this my Charity with robbing m,e of all 
I have ? Mtist the Tenderness I have shewn towards 
you draw upon me Death from, yotir Hands ? And 
do you not think that the same God who hath seen me 
cherish and relieve you, will not bring upon you, con- 
dign Ptmishment for this execrable Villany thou art 
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going to commit ? Perrier was sensible of the Truth 
of what he said, but knowing it was impossible for 
him to go back, he gave a Sign to the Murderers to 
fall about the Execution of their Work ; but the oM 
Man, who was too wise to expect Mercy from their 
Hands, endeavoured to lay hold of a Halbert which 
stood in his Room, designing therewith, as well as he 
could, to defend himself ; but before he could get it 
into his Hands the Villains struck him down, and 
with thirty or forty Wounds gave a Passage for his 
Soul into a better Life. The unfortunate young 
Lady lay in the next Room to her Father's, and 
being already got to Bed, heard with Astonishment 
the execrable Fact : however, full of Fear and Aston- 
ishment, she covered herself with the Bed Clothes, 
and endeavoured, all she was able, to hide herself 
in the Bed ; but alas, her Caution was to small Fur- 
pose ; Perrier knew too well the Situation of all 
Things to be deceived by so trivial an Artifice, and 
therefore after pulling the Bedclothes into the middle 
of the Floor, he exposed, naked to his Fellow-Ruf- 
fians, the most beautiful young Lady in France. In 
vain shfe fell upon her Knees, and with all that tender 
Elocution, so natural to their Sex when in Distress, 
besought them that they would spare her Life, which, 
as she said, could be of no Benefit to them, and could 
only serve to increase the Number of their Sins ; but 
they were too much flushed in Cruelty and Blood to 
give any Attention to her Entreaties, and so without 
Respect either to the softness of her Sex or her tender 
Age, they, with a Shower of Blows from their Clubs, 
laid her dead upon the Floor. Being thus become 
Master of the House, Perrier took the Keys, and 
opened the several Apartments, and disclosed to 
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them all the Riches of his deceased Master. They 
immediately brought away all the ready Money they 
found in the House, which amounted to littl6 less 
than ten thousand Crowns. All the rich Moveables 
they conveyed away to a Boat which they had pro- 
cured for that Purpose, and had fastened in a Creek 
of the River, on a Bank of which, the House stood. 
They loaded and unloaded this Vessel five or six 
Times, for there was no hurry in carrying away the 
Goods, seeing it was the dead Time of the Night ; 
and when they had thoroughly plundered it of every- 
thing that would yield Money, they then came away, 
and went to the private Place where they laid up their 
Spoils. There it was resolved to divide the Bocity, 
and Perrier claimed the largest Share, as well in 
Right of his having put them upon that Project, as 
that he had assisted more strenuously in the Exe- 
cution of it than any of them all ; for when Men 
associate themselves to commit Wickedness, he who 
surpasses the Rest in Villany claims the same Re- 
ward, and from the same Reasons, as he who in 
another Society surpasses all his Neighbours in Vir- 
tue. When the execrable Fact was over, and he had 
secured his Share in the Plunder, he returned home 
to the House of his Master, and remained carrying 
on the ordinary Course of Business of his Master. 
About two Days after, it happened that a Man who 
had Business with the old Gentleman called at his 
Country- House, and after knocking a good while at 
the Door, found nobody answered. He went to 
Town, and meeting with £aques Perrier at his Mas- 
ter's House, told him of his callling upon him in the 
Country, and that he found nobody there. J agues 
counterfeited the greatest Surprise at the News, and 
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calling many Assistants, went down immediately to 
his Master's Seat, and with all the seeming Horror 
imaginable, became a second Time a Witness of those 
Barbarities which he and his villanous Associates 
had committed. At the Sight of the murdered Maid 
in the Kitchen, he cried out with the greatest Vehe- 
mence, and seemed in an Agony of Sorrow ; but 
when he saw the Body of his Master, he roared.he 
stamped, he cried out, tore his Hair, and threw him- 
self upon the Body, as if he had never more intended 
to have drawn Breath. All the Persons he had car- 
ried with him were effectually deceived by his 
Behaviour, and were under Apprehensions lest his 
too violent Grief should throw him into a Fever, or 
prompt him to lay Hands upon himself. He was 
not contented with acting this upon the Spot, but re- 
solved to play it over again when he came back to 
Paris. There abundance of People pitied him, and 
looked on him as one, whom the sincere Love he had 
for his Master had drawn to the utmost Despair by 
reason of his unfortunate Death. But one of the old 
Gentleman's Relations, who was a Man of more 
Penetration than the Rest, began to suspect his ex- 
cessive Affliction, and by his Arguments drew another 
Gentleman, who was also interested in the Family 
Affairs, to be of hiS Opinion, whereupon Jaques was 
apprehended on Suspicion, and sent to Prison. Soli- 
tude and Confinement are often the Roads to Repent- 
ance and Confession ; for the Varieties of the World 
being no longer before them. People are in such 
Cases apt to retire into the Recesses of their own 
Breasts, and having no Avocations from considering 
how they have spent their former Years, the Reflec- 
tion often extorts Truth, which would never be by 
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any other Method discovered. But it was not so 
with Perrier, his Dissimulation was of a stronger Con- 
texture, and not to be broken even by Sorrow and 
Confinement. He continued not only to deny the 
Knowledge of the Murder, but also to lament the 
loss of so indulgent a Master, with such Floods of 
Tears, and so many strong Appearances of real Sor- 
row and Affliction, that no Proof appearing against 
him, the Magistrates were afraid of having them- 
selves reproached with .Injustice if they had not given 
him his Liberty, to which, after six Months' Imprison- 
ment, he was restored. The Rest of the Assassins 
seeing a long space of Time elapsed, and that still 
not the least Discovery was made of the Murder, laid 
aside all Fears of being taken, and began to appear 
more openly than hitherto since the Perpetration of 
that Fact. But in the midst of their Security the 
Providence of God forced them to betray themselves ; 
for as the Father, Son and Cousin, who were all con- 
cerned in the Murder, were sitting with one Masson, 
another of the Confederates, making merry at a Pub- 
lic House, they on a sudden turned their Heads and 
saw ten or twelve Archers (or Marshal' s-men, who 
have the same Authority as Constables in our Coun- 
try), who by chance met together and came into the 
House to drink. Guilt on a sudden struck the whole 
Company with Apprehensions that they were come 
in search of them, the fear of which made them throw 
down their Knives and Forks, leave what they had 
upon the Table, and fly with the utmost Precipitation, 
supposing they ran for their Lives. This extrava- 
gant Behaviour struck the Archers with Amazement, 
and immediately calling for the Landlord, they en- 
quired of him what should be the Cause of this sud- 
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den Terror in his Guests ; he repHed, that it was 
impossible for him to tell certainly, but from some 
Discourse which he had he^rd, he took them to be 
Persons of no very honest Character, and from the 
great Sums of Money he had heard them count out, 
he was apprehensive that they had committed some 
Robbery or other. There wanted not any farther 
Account to stir up the Archers to a Pursuit from 
whence they already assured themselves they should 
be considerable Gainers, the thing speaking for itself, 
since honest People are not used to fall into such 
Panics ; but Guilt only creates Apprehensions in 
Men at the Sight of the Ministers of Justice. Imme- 
diately therefore the Officers pursued them in the 
Road they had taken, and the old Man being less 
able to travel than the Rest, in about two Hours' 
Time they came up with him at the side of a Rivulet, 
where, for very Weariness he had stopped, not being 
able to cross it. No sooner did they come up to 
him, but he surrendered, and Fear having brought a 
sudden Repentance, he, without any Equivocation, 
began to Confess all the Crimes of his Life. He said 
that it was true, they all of them deserved Death, and 
he was content to suffer ; he said moreover, that in 
the Course of his Life he had murdered upwards of 
threescore with his own Hands. He also carried the 
Officers to an Island in the River, which was the 
usual Place of the Execution of those Innocents who 
fell into the Hands of their Gang, and acknowledged 
that of all the Oftences he had committed, nothing 
gave him so much Pain as having murdered a 
hopeful young Gentleman for the sake of a Trifle of 
Money which he had about him, by putting a Stone 
about his Neck and sinking him in the Water. Of 
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the other three, two were apprehended, but the third 
made his Escape and ran hastily with the News to 
y agues Perrier and their other Companions. But 
he was soon after seized, and carried to Prison with 
the Rest, none escaping from the Hands of Justice 
but Masson and the cruel Perrier, the Author of 
all this Mischief. The three who were in Prison 
endured the Torture with the greatest Constancy, 
a,bsolutely denying that they knew anything of the 
Murders and Robberies which had been committed. 
When, however, they were confronted by the old 
Man, their Courage deserted them, they acknow- 
ledged the Fact, and Judgment was pronounced 
upon them, that they should be broken alive upon 
the Wheel, before the House of the unfortunate 
Architect whom they had murdered. When they 
were brought there with a strong Guard to suffer 
the Punishment to which the Laws had so justly 
doomed them, they appeared to be very penitent and 
sorrowful for their Crimes, and one of them in par- 
ticular did, with great Vehemence, beseech the 
Pardon of Almighty God., of the King his Sovereign, 
and of his People whom he had so much injured, 
declaring he could not die in Peace without inform- 
ing the Multitude, who were assembled to behold 
their Execution, of a certain kind of Villany in which 
he was particularly concerned. He said it was his 
Custom to watch about the Sides of the Road which 
lay near the Woods, and that having a Cord with 
him, he suddenly threw it about the -Neck of any 
Passenger who was coming by, and therewith 
immediately strangled them before they were aware, 
or capable of resisting him ; and if at any Time 
there came by several Passengers together, who de- 
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manded what he did there ? he replied, that he was 
sent thither by his Master to catcli a Cow ; and his 
going in the Habit of a Peasant, gave such an Aspect 
of Truth to the Story that he was never suspected. 
Though the Concourse' of People at these Executions 
is generally very great, yet the Assembly on this 
Occasion was much larger than ordinary, and, con- 
trary to the ordinary Custom, shewed but very little 
Compassion at the miserable Tortures which those 
Wretches endured ; on the Contrary, they continually 
cried out that they should discover what was become 
of Perrier and their other Accomplice Masson ? 
These unfortunate Men continued to aver in their 
last Moments, that they knew nothing of either of 
them, but supposed, that hearing of their Apprehen- 
sion they had immediately made their Escape, and 
were retired as far as they were able from the Danger. 
The People were infinitely satisfied with the Death 
of these Assassins, and nothing was wanting to com- 
plete the Triumph of Justice but the Apprehension 
of Perrier and his Associate. To their Adventures it 
is now Time that we return, in order to display the 
severe Justice of Providence, and the admirable 
Methods by which it disappoints all the Courses that 
human Wit can invent, in order to frustrate its 
Intent. 

Masson had hid himself in a Village not far from 
the City of Tours, where he concealed himself so 
effectually, that the Inhabitants had not the least 
Suspicion of» his being a dishonest Man. On the 
contrary, he applied himself to an honest Way of 
getting his Livelihood, and after sojourning there for 
a considerable Space, married a young Woman with 
the Consent of her Parents, and seemed to be now 
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established in a State of Peace and Security, if it 
were possible for a guilty Soul to know either Secu- 
rity or Peace. A trivial Accident, in which no Man 
but Masson would have had a Hand, proved the 
Instrument by which he was drawn to the suffering 
that cruel Death which his Companions had before 
undergone, and he so justly deserved. There was, it 
seems, a young Country Fellow in the Neighbour- 
hood where Masson lived, who was just married, and 
according to a silly Notion which prevails not only 
amongst the Peasants of France, but also among the 
Clowns of all other Nations of Europe, fancied him- 
self bewitched by some Charm or other, which 
rendered him incapable of performing the Rites of 
the Marriage Bed. Masson thereupon offered, if he 
would give him a reasonable Gratuity, to free him 
from this insupportable Malady ; and a Bargain was 
accordingly struck for four Crowns, two of which the 
Fellow gave him in Hand, and two more were to be 
paid him on the Accomplishment of the Cure. 
Masson was, it seems, as good as his Word, and there 
were no more Complaints of Insufficiency, whereupon 
he immediately demanded the other two Crowns, 
which the other refused, and the infatuated Thief 
brought the cise before the Magistrates, where, when 
it came to be examined, it appeared plainly that 
Masson had bragged to his Companions that he had 
wrought the Charm for the undoing which he now 
claimed a Reward ; and as the Justice of the Court 
required, he was sentenced to be banished as a Sor- 
cerer, after being first whipped at all the cross streets 
in Town.' But behold the marvellous Conduct of 
divine Justice ! He appealed from this Sentence to 
the Parliament at Paris, whither he was no sooner 
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conducted under a strong Guard, but he was imme- 
diately known to be one of the Gang of Assassins 
which had been executed for the Murder oi Perriers 
Master and Family. Immediately he was charged 
with this Fact, and the Heirs of the unfortunate 
Gentleman prosecuted their Charge with such 
Vigour, that he received the like Judgment, to be 
broken alive upon the Wheel, at the same Place 
where his Associates had suffered Death, which 
'Sentence was rigorously executed five Years after the 
Perpetration of the execrable Fact. There remained 
nobody but Jaques Perrier, the Author and Con- 
triver of this horrid Villany, who had not suffered 
according to his Deserts. He, after hiding himself 
for a while, until he saw what became of his Com- 
panions, then betook himself to flight, and endea- 
voured to fly into England, where, if he once arrived 
he knew he should remain in Safety ; but in this 
Attempt he was disappointed, although nobody 
pursued him ; for being arrived at Calais, the same 
covetous and wicked Disposition which had prompted 
him to murder so kind a Master, and all his Family, 
induced him to rob a certain rich Merchant there, 
which villanous Design he effected whilst the Gen- 
tleman was at Church. But he gained not much by 
that, for the Booty being too large to be concealed, 
he was quickly apprehended, and for this Fact con- 
demned to be hanged. He had more Wit, however, 
than his Companion Masson, and therefore never 
dreamt of appealing to the Parliament of Paris, 
where he knew he should meet with the same Fate 
which had befallen the Rest of the Gang. However, 
when he came to suffer the Death which was ap- 
pointed him by Law, he did not stick to acknowledge 
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the execrable Murder which he had projected, as 
well as carried into Execution ; so that when the 
News reached Paris, it occasioned an universal Joy 
that not one of these bloody Villains had escaped, 
but all were so wonderfully cut pfif, when they them- 
selves fancied the Danger to be over. The French 
Author, from whom I have transcribed this Actount 
has swelled the Relation with much of the false Elo- 
quence so common in the last Age, not in France 
only, but throughout all Europe ; except that I 
have rejected this, I have been very faithful in the 
Translation, the Story appearing to me to be extra- 
ordinary of its Kind, and worthy therefore of being 
known to the Public, since it will sufficiently declare, 
that as Vice prevails generally, throughout all Coun- 
tries and Climates, stirring up Men to cruel and atro- 
cious Deeds, so the Eye of Providence is continually 
watchful, and suffers not the Blood of Innocents to 
cry out for Revenge in vain. It remains that I in- 
form my Readers that this Villany was transacted 
about the Year, 1 6 1 1 , and that Masson and J agues 
Perrier, suffered in the Year 1616. 





The LIVES of A.-QRP.'RAM White, Francis Sanders, 
John Minns, alias Minsham, alias Mitchell, and 
Constance Buckle, Thieves and House-breakers. 

W these unfortunate Lads, Abraham White 
was born of mean Parents, who had it not 
in their Power to give him much Education, 
but taught him, however, the Business of a 
Bricklayer, which was his Father's Trade, and by 
which, doubtless, if he had been careful, he might 
have got his Bread ; but he unfortunately addicting 
himself from his Childhood to Drinking and lewd 
Company, soon plunged himself into all Manner of 
Wickedness, and quickly brought on the fatal Neces- 
sity of stepping into the Road of the Gallows. 
Associating himself with Sanders and Minsham, 
they had gone all together upon the Road for about 
six Weeks before they were taken. 

Francis Sanders was a young Fellow of tolerable 
Parts and Education. He had been put out Appren- 
tice to a Stay-maker, attained to a great Proficiency 
in his Trade, and by the Help of his Friends, who 
were willing to lend him their Assistance, might have 
done well in the World, if it had not been for the 
unfortunate Inclination to roving which continually 
possessed him. His Acquaintance with a certain ill 
Woman was in all Probability the first Cause of his 
addicting himself to bad Courses; and as in the 
Papers I have before me relating to him, her History 
is also contained, I thought it would not be unenter- 
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taining to my Readers if I ventured to insert it. 
This Woman's true Name was Mary Smith ; she 
was brought up, while young, from her native Coun- 
try of Yorkshire to London, where getting into the 
Service of an eminent Shopkeeper, she might, had 
she been honest and industrious, have Hved easily 
and with Credit ; but unfortunately both for herself 
and the young Man her Master's Apprentice, he took 
a liking to her; and one Night, having first taken 
Care to make himself Master of the Key of her 
Door, he came out of his own Chamber into hers, 
where, after a faint Resistance, he got to Bed to her. 
Their Correspondence was for a good while carried 
on without Suspicion ; but the young Man having 
one Night stolen a Bottle of Rum with a Design 
that it should make his Mistress and he merry 
together before they went to Bed, they inconsiderately 
drank so heartily of it, that the next Morning they 
slept so sound that their Master and Mistress came 
up Stairs at ten o'Clock, and found them in Bed 
together. Upon this, the Wench, without more 
Ado, was turned out of Doors, and was forced to 
live at a little Alehouse of ill Repute, where Sanders 
used to come of an Evening, and so got acquainted 
with her. 

John Minsham was an unfortunate Wretch, born 
of mean Parents, and equally destitute of Capacity 
or Education. From the Time he had been able 
to crawl alone, he had known scarce any other Home 
than the Street. Shoe-blackers, and such like Vaga- 
bonds, were his constant Companions, and the only 
honest Employment he ever pretended to was that 
of Hackney Coachman, which the Brethren of the 
Whip had taught him out of Charity. Thus furnished 
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with ill Principles, and in every Way fitted for those 
detestable Practices into which they precipitated 
themselves, they first got into one another's Company 
at a Dram shop near St. Giles s-in-the- Fields, much 
frequented by Constance Btcckle, a most lewd and 
abandoned Strumpet, and one Rowland Jones, a 
Fellow of as bad Principles as themselves. One 
Night, having intoxicated themselves with the vile 
Manufacture of the House, they went out after they 
had spent their Money, and in Bloomsbury-Square 
attacked one John Ross, from whom they took away 
a Hat value five Shillings, and four Pence Half- 
penny in Money. This Man, it seems, lived the 
next Door to the Gin-Shop where they frequented, 
whither going the next Day to make Complaint, he 
was immediately told that the People who had 
robbed him had sold his Hat, and were coming 
thither by and by to drink the Money out in Gin. 
Upon this Information Ross procured proper Assis- 
tance, and the People keeping their Appointment 
pretty exactly, were all surprised and taken. In the 
Confusion they were under when first apprehended, 
Minsham and Sanders in part owned the Fact ; but 
Rowland Jones making a full and frank Discovery, 
was accepted as an Evidence, and produced against 
them at their Trial at the ensuing Sessions at the 
Old-Bailey, where, upon full Evidence they were all 
convicted of this Fact. 

Francis Sanders, Constance Buckle, and Robert 
Tyler, were also indicted for assaulting Richard 
Smith on the Highway, putting him in Fear, and 
taking from him a Hat value five Shillings. 

Rowland Jones, the Evidence, deposed, that the 
Night the Robbery was committed he was in Com- 
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pany with the Prisoners at a Brandy Shop, where 
having drank till they were all pretty much elevated, 
they went out in order to see what they could pick 
up ; and not far from the Place they overtook a Man. 
Seeing* he had a pretty good Hat on, Sanders hit 
him a Blow on the Pate ; that not doing the Business, 
he repeated it, and on the second Blow the Hat fell 
off from his Head, whereupon Constance Buckle 
caught it up and clapped it under her Coat. Con- 
stance Buckle acknowledged she was in their Com- 
pany when the Man was knocked down and the Hat 
taken ; whereupon the Jury, without withdrawing, 
found them guilty, and they received Sentence of 
Death. 

The Woman Constance Buckle pleaded her being 
with Child, and a Jury of Matrons being impannelled, 
they found she was quick, and thereby procured her 
a Respite of Execution, and soon after her Sentence 
was changed into Transportation. The Rest under 
Conviction behaved themselves very indifferently, 
and manifested sufficiently that though Custom and 
an evil Disposition might make them bold in the 
Commission of Robberies, yet when Death looked 
them steadily and unavoidably in the Face, all their 
Resolution forsook them, and in their last Moments 
they behaved with all the Appearances of Terror 
which are usually seen in Souls just awakened to a 
due Sense of their Guilt. They died at the same 
Time with the aforementioned Malefactor, on the 
23rd of December, 1730; White being 18, Sanders 
near 18, and Minsham 16 Years of Age. 
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